In studying America’s freedom, the

Frenchman Alexis de Tocqueville wrote in
1832, “The press is the chief democratic

instrument of freedom.”

Since that pro-

nouncement, the American press has

gressed from
arrogant to having gained the respect
general public by demonstrating

being biased, inaccurate and
't of the
its maturi-

ty through objectivity, fairness, self-criti-
cism, courage and a sense of human
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compassion.

An often too little recognized contributing
factor to relative prestige and respect
of our nation’s free press, is the role of black
journalists on the staffs of white newspa-
pers and more significantly, the black press
itself. While minorities comprise a mere 5.8
(of which 1,500 are black) of the nearly
50,000 journalists employed by the nation’s
1,700 daily newspapers, their mere pre-
sence is having some quiet but positive
impact on the sensitivity to and less biased
reporting and editorializing when minority
persons or groups are the newsmakers. It is
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rgue, we agree, t it
necessary to integrate the nation’s predo-

newspa

enforcement, that is, enforce-

ment against a certain group of people -
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smokers
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5" would abuse the i of the anti-s

... ordinance, we would quickly add that this is
. no reason to_

abandon such ti-smoking
legislation in public places. s:-ﬂ:t monitor-

ing ‘of & police officer’s work with appro-

priate reprimands for questionable law
enforcement practices overtime should re-
solve the arrest problem. :

On the other hand, the anti-smoking laws
are ‘needed tq help stop the increasing

A Salute To The Black Press!

spite of a growing number of white newspa-

: pers revealed “a constant gradual
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laws -

pers having to discontinue their
because of

sales, the black press is strong and growing.
In a Charlotte Post headline story last week
it was noted that a five-year study of black

article further mwith that “today’s black
press is growing - newspapers number-
ing more than 320 and circulation six million
in the nation.” . -

It seems appropriate too that this status
report on the black press was released in
the midst of our national Black History

Month celebration. The report, prepared by
Dr. James Tinney, a journalist professor at
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_ saturated with pollution from’ many

sources, not the least of which
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businesses
e of declining advertising sales, the
black press is strong and growing.

but it had to be done
So it was. :
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