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Understanding The 1960s
By Fess Bradley
SPECIAL TO THE POST

If the 1990s are, or will become recapitula
tion of the 1960s, then the 2020s will be a re
capitulation of the 1990s, and the plight of 
the African American masses will be that 
much worse. That statement Is not Intended 
to be a put-own of the '60s. Such a put-down 
would be self-denlgrattng, because the people 
who provided me with my earliest political 
education were prodigies of the '60s. The 
statement Is simply designed to sound a 
warning at a time when some African Ameri
cans are drawing analogies between the so
cio-political activism of the '60s and the be
ginning of such activism In the 1990s.

I want to explain that opening statement, 
but first I need to respond to some criticism 
of the '60s era activists by some of today's Af
rican American youth. Frantz Fanon says 
that "each generation must out of relative ob
scurity discover Its mission, fulfill It, or be
tray it." The generation of African Ameri
cans who reached their adulthood in the 
1960s discovered their mission. It was the 
eradication of the dominant and most bla
tant characteristics of American apartheid, 
de Jure segregation and black disenfranchise
ment.

No other generation of African Americans 
In this century has proven to be as collective
ly focused on a positive action mission as 
were the young African Americans In the 
1960s. So focused were they that by 1965 the 
American power structure was forced to out
law segregation and to enfranchise black cit
izens.

After 1965, the dynamic which engineered 
these changes splintered. Some people chose 
to capitalize on the spoils of their victory, 
while others have continued to struggle In 
various arenas until this day. We could argue 
with the benefit of 25 years of hindsight that 
the parameters of their focus were too nar
row. But, we could never deny the success that 
they achieved In those arenas which were the 
collective focus of their talents and efforts.

It Is very Interesting to hear people who 
have not walked In the shoes of the 60s acti
vists criticize them. When I was a younger

person, just growing hi consciousness, two of 
my mentors were veterans of the Student 
Non-Violent Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC), Willie Ricks and Cleveland Sellers. 
One could not sit and talk with these brothers 
without establishing a very deep respect for 
the courage of the people in the civil rights 
movement.

In many Instances a SNCC worker was sent 
alone Into a rural county somewhere In the 
deep South with only a suitcase and a few dol
lars to organize a voter registration cam
paign. Not only was this a dangerous situa

tion for the civil rights 
worker. It was perhaps even 
more dangerous for the local 
black citizens. To even be 
seen talking to a civil rights 
worker could Invite Immedi
ate retribution from the local 
white supremacists.

Sellers, the former program 
secretary of SNCC, related 
one episode Involving SNCC 
field worker Ralph Feather- 
stone, who was organizing In 
the Mississippi Delta (if 

memory serves). Featherstone called Sellers 
to report that the home he was staying In was 
under attack from the notorious night riders. 
For those who don't know the night riders 
were white supremacists who armed them
selves and rode by, firing into the homes of 
black people who were determined to exercise 
their civil rights and Into black churches 
which hosted civil rights meetings.
When Sellers asked Featherstone what he 

was doing, he replied that he was firing back, 
which was not at all uncommon for black 
people In rural areas, away from Martin Lu
ther King and the television cameras. Not 
only did these young people put their lives on 
the line In a struggle that was supposed to 
make things better for African Americans, in 
the cases of Jimmy Lee Jackson, Sammy 
Younge, Jr., Benjamin Brown and many oth
ers, they sacrlf^lced their lives. Many of our 
young people are not aware of this history, 
thus they have no understanding of its signif
icance.

FESS BRADLEY is a Charlotte writer.
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Clinton-Guinier; Sister Souljah II?
The political abandonment 

and betrayal of Lani Guinier 
as the nation's Assistant At
torney General for Civil 
Rights by President Bill 
Clinton was the most out
standing example of presi
dential weakness in recent 
memory. Yet from the per
spective of conservative-to- 
moderate Democrats, Lani 
Gulnler was 1993's version of 
Sister Souljah, just another 
African American woman 
who should be sacrificed to 
advance the white Southern 
Democrat's flagging political 
fortunes.

In the past month, Clinton 
has attempted to rebound 
from a series of Incredible 
political and personal blun
ders - including the mini
scandal in the White House 
travel office, and the ridicule 
generated by his overpriced 
haircut. But the path chosen 
by Clinton to stabilize his 
plunging political fortunes is 
to turn sharply to the right.

Clinton selected a moderate 
Republican, David Gergen, to 
serve In a powerful post as 
White House adviser. Ger- 
gen's primary credentials In
cluded working as a political 
Insider for the Nixon, Ford 
and Reagan administra
tions. Gergen's role appears 
to be to "moderate" the Clin
ton administration's Image

to white, upper-to-middle 
class America.

In Milwaukee, Clinton de
livered an address on welfare 
which was interpreted as a 
capitulation to the conserva
tives. Despite promises to in
crease the minimum wage 
above the level of $4.25 per 
hour, Clinton officials now 
have retreated from their 
commitments to labor and 
blacks on this issue. By early 
June, Clinton expressed will
ingness to the Senate to ac
commodate his budget plan 
by Increasing tax cuts and re
ducing social expenditures. 
On the issue of urban jobs, 
the Clinton administration 
failed miserably to deliver 
anything to the central cit
ies.

In effect, despite having the 
political label of "Democrat,"

Who Speaks For the Black Business Community?

Here We Go Again
Two years and five months since the NBA 

All-Star Weekend came to Charlotte, the 
black business community finds Itself still 
struggling to participate In the city's finan
cial bonanzas. The Charlotte Post pointed 
out then that the NBA Weekend was being 
planned without any black business 
Involvement. The NBA brass agreed to meet 
with black leaders to try and resolve some 
of the issues. Even though the meeting 
resulted In some token contracts being 
awarded to black businesses. It more 
importantly revealed the lack of organiza
tion within the black business community. 
The Post pointed out then the need for an 
umbrella organization that would broadly 
represent the interests of the black busi
ness community.

The recent fiascos with Richardson 
Sports and the black community clearly 
points out that nothing has been done to 
organize our business community. The 
NAACP is not the right group to negotiate 
black business participation. It is widely 
felt in the black community that the 
NAACP's Fair Share Agreement Is neither 
fair nor shared with anyone outside of the 
NAACP. The agreement appears to be a 
payment to the NAACP in return for posi
tive PR

Obviously, this doesn't go over big with 
the black business community. But calling 
a press conference to protest Is not the 
proper approach. This is especially true If 
you don't have a plan to support what you 
are asking for. The black business commu
nity may not have liked the NAACP's plan, 
but at least they had one.

Then out of nowhere, the local version of 
the rambow coalition came on the scene to 
give their two cents worth which was 50 
percent more than it was worth. I am still 
unclear as to why this group of political 
and religious leaders from North and South 
Carolina found It necessary to make a pub
lic appearance on this issue.

Four factions have appeared on the scene 
all claiming to represent the black commu-
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Johnson

As I See It

nlty's Inter
est, some 
saying what 
they would 
stop and 
what they 
would do If 
their 
demands 
were not 
met. All of 
this black 
hysteria while the Pemament Seat License 
(PSL) sales are surpassing the most opti
mistic expectations.

When the smoke clears from this episode 
of "As Charlotte Black Businesses Turn", 
we will once again see the black business 
community left on the sidelines watching 
others continue to play, "Let's Make A 
Deal".

As a black business owner, I do not want 
anyone to think the NAACP is speaking on 
my behalf when it comes to business deal
ings. Moreover, political and religious lead
ers can not speak for black businesses. 
Only black businesses can speak on behalf 
of black businesses. But black businesses 
need to be organized with this effort.

All of this once again points out the need 
for a Black Chamber of Commerce (BCC). 
The BCC could adequately and accurately 
represent the needs and concerns of the 
black busmess community. In the situation 
with Richardson Sports, the BCC could 
have ascertained the business needs of 
Richardson Sports and then presented 
those black businesses that could meet 
those needs to them for consideration. In 
this way the BCC would become the orga
nized voice representing the black business 
community. The need is apparent. No other 
organization In Charlotte can or should do 
It. Until Charlotte's black business commu
nity can speak on Its own behalf in an orga
nized way, then It will continue to get what 
it deserves - publicity. Let me see you take 
that to Mechanics and Farmers.

It's The little Bank That Could

the Clinton administration 
Is being rapidly transformed 
Into what used to be called 
"Liberal Republicanism," the 
politics of Nelson Rockefell
er, Jacob Javlts, Charles Per
cy, and other GOP leaders 
several decades ago. On eco
nomic policy, Clinton's ad
ministration seems to favor 
at best modest programs ad
dressing social problems, 
and by repudiating the Gul
nler nomination, is once 
again distancing itself from 
the black community.

Part of the reason for Clin
ton's lurch to the right can be 
summed up in two words: 
Ross Perot. The Texas bil
lionaire has become the ma
jor political enemy of Clin
ton during the spring, 
constantly attacking the 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement as a political sell
out of American workers to 
the multinational corpora
tions. Keep in mind that 
Clinton was elected with less 
than 43 percent of the popu
lar vote, and that Perot's 
constituency is perceived by 
Gergen and other moderate 
Clinton aides as absolutely 
crucial In determining the 
1994 and 1996 elections. 
MANNING MARABLE is a 
nationally-syndicated co
lumnist.

Earlier this month the Gen
eral Assembly approved a 
new law that makes it easier 
for banks from all over the 
country to come to North 
Carolina - and, of course, for 
North Carolina banks to ex
pand nationwide.

Few legislators objected. 
But, 30 years ago, such a pro
posal would have been shout
ed down.

Back then, even though 
"state-wide" operations were 
permitted, banking in North 
Carolina was essentially a 
local matter. Nobody wanted 
big, out-of-state Institutions 
gobbling up our hometown 
banks.

Why has everything 
changed? Some people will 
tell you the answer In one 
word - NationsBank. (Well, 
OK, maybe It's two words). 
NationsBank - formerly 
NCNB, formerly North Caro
lina National Bank, former
ly American Commercial 
National Bank of Charlotte 
and Security National Bank 
of Greensboro.

NationsBank's march from 
small-city North Carolina 
bank, to state-wide bank, to 
regional and national pow
erhouse over the last 30 
years helped change North 
Carolinians' attitudes about 
big time banking. First Un
ion and Wachovia also 
helped lead North Carolina 
away from small town, old 
fashioned, local banking. 
From the foe of logical take
over targets of big city banks, 
we have become the home of

large banks picking out their 
next targets. From oppressed, 
to oppressor.

What happened? How did It 
all happen? Why?
These questions make very 

timely a newly published 
book, "The Story of Nations
Bank - Changing the Face of 
American Banking." Na
tionsBank commissioned 
two distinguished journal
ists, Marlon Ellis and Ho
ward Covington Jr. to write 
the book.

Perhaps the objectivity any 
book commissioned by Its 
subject should be automati
cally suspect. But this book 
tells a good story - and It 
doesn't always put the bank 
and Its major players In the 
best light.

Ellis and Covington's job Is 
to explain how this small 
North Carolina bank made It 
to the big leagues - to Flori
da, then Texas, then Atlanta, 
and then everywhere.

What is the bank's secret of 
success? Planning? Leader
ship? Luck?

Ellis and Covington just

tell the stories and let the ; 
reader make his own conclu- : 
slons.

Some of the stories that • 
caught my attention:

• The hiring In 1959, under - 
pressure from his father, of a 
Marine Corps veteran, Hugh 
McColl. If his dad hadn't 
pushed McColl, Nations
Bank's leader through Its 
time of greatest expansion, 
would the book have been 
worth writing?

• The introduction of the 
Bank America Card In 1967. 
NCNB used this ofiportunlty 
to grab the North Carolina 
credit card business with a 
company-wide effort that 
pushed its employees out of 
the bank and Into retail 
businesses throughout the 
state.

• The first bank acquisition 
in Florida In 1981. NCNB at
torney Paul Polking found a 
loophole in Florida law that 
permitted NCNB to move 
into that state before Its 
competitors could move. As a 
result. It got a big boost in 
early multistate banking. 
What if the exception hadn't 
existed? What if Polking had 
not found it?

Planning? Leadership? 
Luck? I finished the book 
thinking that, in Nations
Bank's case, they're all inter
twined. The day it's put to
gether in this new book 
makes for a good story.

D.G. MARTIN is vice presi
dent for public affairs for the 
University of North Caroli
na system.

Riots Can Take Many Forms, None Of Them Quiet
Syndicated columnist 

James Alsbrook:
• Question: What Is a riot?
• Answer: Dictionaries, law 

books and encyclopedias 
provide various definitions 
from different jurisdictions, 
but all agree that a riot is a 
violent disorder committed 
by three or more persons 
who disturb the peace and de
stroy property.

• Question: Are black people 
unusual or different from 
other people when they riot?

• Answer: No. Riots have 
taken place throughout his
tory - even as long ago as 500 
years before Christ. They oc
curred in ancient Greece and 
Rome.

• Question: Why have riots

taken place throughout his
tory?

• Answer: Social scientists 
report that most riots in
volved hundreds or even 
thousands of people and re
sulted from "an aggravation 
of already severe economic, 
social or political grievanc
es." More than 2,000 years 
ago hi Greece, riots occurred 
among the poor people who 
were suffering from high 
food prices, high rents and 
other economic hardships.

• Question: What Is the most 
famous riot hi America?

• Answer: The Boston Tea 
Party was the most famous 
riot in America. It was "a vi
olent disorder committed by 
three or more persons" who

"disturbed the peace and de
stroyed property belonging 
to others."

• Question: Why was it 
called the Boston Tea Party 
instead of a riot?

• Answer: Because the his
torians who gave the riot 
that name were partisan 
Americans and not British. 
Great Britain legally ruled 
America at that time, so the 
"tea party" was in fact noth
ing but a riot.

• Question: Have groups 
other than blacks been in
volved in riots in America'S^

• Answer: Yes. Rioters are 
persons who are suffering 
from Inequality, discrimi
nation, poverty or other 
troubles.


