
“WHY WE TRAVELLED TO NIGERIA...»Cont>d
We have called on 
the United States 
government not to 
cut off all relations 
with Nigeria, for 
we know that noth
ing constructive 
will occur from 
non-communica
tion and certainly if 
the end result is 
really for democra
cy to prevail in 
Nigeria then the 
United States of

America must continue in its role to help promote democracy all over 
the world. Yes Mr. President even in Nigeria.

On the subject of Democracy, we agree with many Nigerians we 
spoke with, that the US. form of democracy will not work in Nigeria, 
we believe they deserve an opportunity to find a democracy that will

Black Press delegates, including Terry Jones (center) listen to 
a leader in Ogoniland explain the destruction and vandalism 
that occurred in the oil fields in Ogoniland

fit their unique situa
tion very much dif
ferent than that of 
the United States. 
We are talking about 
hundreds of tribes, 
language differences 
and many other fac
tors that must be 
taken into considera
tion. But, most of all, 
we remind the 
United States gov

ernment that US.A. 
democracy has not

worked and is not always working in the interest of a large segment 
of citizens., .the African-American.

Lastly, we ask that the American public keep an objective eye and ear 
open on the Nigerian situation, for it is my belief that all the REAL 
concerns and objectives for these actions against Nigeria are yet to be
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During a visit to the Ooni of Ife, Tribal Leader in Ife, 
Nigerian members of the Black Press delegation posed with 
the Ooni and his tribe

revealed.

This was the first of 
what we expect will 
be several trips by 
the Black Press to 
Nigeria. We hope 
that other areas of 
concern such as 
education and 
health care expr
essed to us by those 

The Black Press delegation was hosted by the First Lady, on the Opposition 
Maryam Abacha, during their fact-finding trip shown outside -n l •
her office in Abuja Side Will be investl-

gated upon subse
quent trips. My greatest concern in forming an opinion on many of 
the issues is because those who say we were “hoodwinked,” that our 
opinions are wrong, have yet to provide any documentation to sub
stantiate their charges. But, we are certain that the position the Black 
Press delegation has taken will be vindicated. ■

A LETTER TO THE EDITOR THE OTHER SIPE: OGONI TRIAL AND EXECUTIONS

T
he Nigerians are learning the hard way that the majority media 
and the international liberal left network is a dangerous foe. 
Black Americans can remember for generations how their 
actions were given a negative spin and their image distorted by white 

writers and their Black allies who subscribe to a leftist ideology. 
Pragmatic activists for social change always had to remember to be 
twice as careful and obey all of the laws scrupulously, to avoid becom
ing victims of police brutality, false arrest, unjust convictions, mob 
lynchings and hate bombings. The majority press could always be 
counted on to give a worst case scenario of the Blacks and a best case 
scenario of the whites involved. Blacks were presumed guilty while 
whites were presumed innocent.

Now in the Western media we see the Nigerians becoming victims of 
the same kind of racist double standard, depicted by misinformation 
and disinformation. The current outcry against the Nigerian Special 
Civil Disorders Tribunal’s decision to execute Ken Saro-Wiwa and 
eight others for the murder of four elders of the Ogoni Tribe is a case 
in point.

The fact that the murders took place in a gruesome and barbaric way 
in May of 1994 is not described in the news. The fact that Ken Saro- 
Wiwa formed a Youth Wing within the Movement for the Survival of 
the Ogoni People (MOSOP) and unleashed a lawless reign of terror 
intimidating any who did not adopt the policies they advocated is not 
reported in the news.

The fact that they became a vigilante group loyal only to Saro-Wiwa, 
and in 1993 burned ballot boxes and prevented people from free 
assembly to discuss their views is not reported. The fact that in 1994 
they invaded the palace, picked up the original founders of the Ogoni 
People’s Movement who disagreed with Ken Saro-Wiwa and mur
dered them in cold blood is not reported.

It is not reported that those who escaped the mindless killings called 
for government protection, and other law abiding citizens started won
dering why a “group of bandits” should be allowed to be a law unto 
themselves, print their own flags, make their own laws, kill their 
neighbors-the Adonis, the Okrikas and the Nadokis, sack police sta
tions, chase magistrates out of courts, beat up oil workers, blow up oil 
stations, put up 150 road blocks and make Ogoniland unsafe for busi
ness activity and human habitation.

It is not reported that only 1.27% of Nigeria’s oil production comes 
from Ogoniland, and Shell Oil Company stopped production in May

1993 without decreasing total Nigerian oil output. The Adonis pro
duce 23% of crude oil production in the Rivers State and have never 
had to resort to terrorist acts against the oil companies. Is it possible 
that Saro-Wiwa had motives other than environmental protection in 
his campaign of violence?

It is not reported that a federal court of appeals judge headed a special 
tribunal to try the suspects including Saro-Wiwa. They had free 
access to counsel of their choice. They intimidated potential prosecu
tion witnesses. They had an open trial and the international press, and 
human rights groups were free to come and observe.

Finally, it is not reported that the tribunal acquitted six of those on 
trial.

To read the wire service reports that have been uncritically accepted 
and copied by the American majority press, one would only imagine 
that an innocent intellectual had been framed and false allegations had 
been made, an unjust decision made, and an unjustified execution had 
taken place. One would assume that a Nobel Peace nominee could not 
possibly be a murderer or a terrorist determined to overthrow the gov
ernment. The Nigerian Government is presumed guilty. The man who 
killed the elders of his tribe is presumed innocent by a press that had 
made up its mind and doesn’t want to be confused by any new facts.

To watch the outrage expressed by the Commonwealth, the European 
Union and the United States, one would think that Nigeria was not a 
sovereign nation with the right to conduct business and maintain law 
and order within its borders just as Red China, North Vietnam, North 
Korea, Syria, and many other nations are without our racist neocolo
nial interference.

Would the Nigerians do well to learn from the Black American expe
rience and use the white power structure to achieve its own objectives? 
Perhaps it would have been better not to execute, in return for airplane 
landing rights and lifting restrictions on the travel of Nigerian High 
Officials and lifting restrictions due to alleged drug transhipment, 
charges and decertification.

President Mandela and other Africans could defend the “engagement 
and dialogue” approach to bringing Nigeria back into the internation
al community. Then the Coalition for Fairness to Nigeria could build 
support in America for an equitable United States policy replacing the 
policy of sanctions and isolation that some powerful forces among 
American Africanists are advocating.

Now that the die is cast and the international campaign to destabilize 
and demonize the current Nigerian government is underway, there is a 
need for an honest approach. Someone like President Carter or Pope 
John Paul needs to look at both sides of the Ogoniland story. 
Someone needs to come from the high moral ground and objectively 
research, analyze and evaluate the facts. An open-minded delegation 
of African-American clergy should follow the example of America’s 
Black press and go on a fact-finding mission to Nigeria. They should 
meet with the Nigerian political parties, the press, the human rights 
groups, even critics of General Abacha, advocates for civilian rule and 
minority rights. They should then return for a debriefing with the 
United States’ State Department, the Congress and the President. 
“Truth crushed to earth can rise again” was one of Martin Luther 
King’s favorite quotations. Nigeria should have faith that the non-vio
lent peace maker America was right.

The generals of the military tribunal in Nigeria and General Abacha 
had just recently been commended by President Jimmy Carter for end
ing the cycle of violence. The coup and counter coup syndrome had 
been broken. The new path to democracy had been clearly laid out by 
the Pope’s Constitutional Conference and endorsed by the Head of 
State. They had just commuted the sentences of General Obasanjo 
and others who were slated for execution for attempting to assassinate 
General Abacha and his cabinet. Now all of these good, positive, con
structive things are cast aside by the international media because of 
the Ogoni murder trial and executions, the January 1996 local elec
tions are no longer considered a step in the right direction. The plan 
for state elections in 1997 are brushed off as unimportant. The com
mitment to hold federal elections in 1998 is scoffed at. Surely the 
arrogance of the British and Americans who have this attitude reminds 
us of the old colonialism, the new neo-colonialism and the pervasive 
racism that Black Americans are well aware of. Now is the time for 
opinion making men and women to seize an historic opportunity and 
initiate a truth-seeking campaign so that a peace-process can have a 
chance in Nigeria.

Submitted by Reverend Maurice A. Dawkins, freelance writer for the 
National Newspaper Publishers Association (NNPA) and Black Media 
Incorporated. Dawkins was a candidate for the United States Senate 
in 1988 and has for forty years been in the forefront of the American 
Civil Rights Movement, and was a fighter for African Freedom with 
the American Committee on Africa, the American Negro Leadership 
Conference on Africa and TransAfrica. ■
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