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Illness hits black vets harder
By Ed Wendt

HOUSTON FORWARD TIMES

Department of Defense docu
ments obtained by the Houston 
Forward Times reveal that 
black soldiers may be among 
those most affected by war- 
related illnesses according to a 
study of Gulf War veterans.

The documents came to light 
as the CIA agrees to investigate 
reports that the government 
covered up evidence of possible 
troop exposure to Iraqi chemical 
weapons during the 1991 
Persian Gulf War.

Former CIA agents Patrick 
and Robin Eddington recently 
said they had found evidence of 
up to 60 separate incidents in 
which nerve gas or other chemi
cal weapons were released near 
U.S. troops. But they said CIA 
higher-ups had tried to prevent 
them from pursuing their per
sonal investigation and that 
going ahead with it in effect 
destroyed their careers. The 
Eddingtons, who are married, 
resigned from the CIA earlier 
this year. They are now suing 
the government as well as writ
ing a book about their case.

Patrick Eddington said he is 
convinced that a government 
cover-up is stiU imderway and is 
leading the call for a congres
sional investigation. He pointed 
to 58 classified cables and logs 
he said showed Iraq had 
deployed chemical ammimitions 
into the Kuwaiti areas of opera
tion. He has accused the CIA of 
trying to hide the information 
and cover up what he considers 
is criminal negligence.

He claimed the documents 
were given to a White House 
panel investigating Gulf War ill
nesses only because he had pub
licly insisted they be turned 
over. He added that the 
Pentagon and CIA were still 
hanging on to “literally tens of 
thousands of pages of miit logs,” 
as well as other materials he did 
not have the clearance to see.

Shortly after serving in the 
Gulf War, many military men 
and women reported unex
plained problems such as 
fatigue, muscle and joint pain, 
memory loss and severe 
headaches that have become 
known collectively as Gulf War

Some trace Gulf War malady to 
Iraq’s chemical weapons
syndrome. However, the U.S. 
government has denied claims 
that the illnesses are related to 
exposiue to Iraqi chemicals.

According to the Department 
of Defense s tudy obtained by 
the Houston Forward Times, 
697,000 U.S. armed service 
members were deployed to the 
Persian Gulf in 1990 and 1991 
in Operation Desert Shield and 
Operation Desert Storm. 
Because of the massive num
bers of reported illnesses by vet
erans, the Department of 
Defense and Department of 
Veterans Affairs launched a 
Comprehensive Clinical 
Evaluation Program. By 
December 1995, 27,000 individ
uals had enrolled in the pro
gram.

Eighty-eight percent of those 
participating in the program 
were male and 12 percent were 
female. Thirty-two percent were

African American compared to 
57 percent whites and 6 percent 
Hispanic.

The 32 percentile representa
tion of African Americans in the 
study indicates that a large 
number could be affected by 
Gulf War illnesses.

The study, as well as recently 
declassified Department of 
Defense and CIA documents, 
indicate that U.S. troops may 
have been exposed to Iraqi 
chemicals during the Gulf War. 
The Department of Defense 
report states, “Since Operations 
Desert Shield/Storm, some Gulf 
War veterans have reported 
persistent S3anptoms that they 
believe are related to their expe
rience in the Persian Gulf War.

“A number of questions have 
arisen about the possible impact 
of certain environmental expo
sures and preventative medi
cine measures on service mem
bers during Operations Desert 
Shield/Storm,” it says.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
Fast Food/Carryout Restaurant 

Turn-Key Lease
(Building, Equipment & Inventory)

Established Business w/Excellent Earnings Potential 
2,052 Sq. Et.

Solid Reputation 
Excellent, Westside Location 
Daily Traffic Count 17,000+

Ample, Payed, Lighted Parking Lot 
Adjoining Land Available

3-Yr. Minimum Lease 
$1,800/month

Equipment & Rental Deposit Required

Eor More Information 
(704)398-1791
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The Post is looking for ministers to write for 
“The Pastor’s Study,” a weekly forum for 
readers that tackles spiritual issues. To 
participate, please submit an essay on the 
religious topic of your choice to PO Box 
30144, Charlotte, N.C. 28230 or fax to (704) 
342-2160.

While the U.S. government 
continues to officially deny that 
U.S. troops were exposed to 
chemical and biological agents, 
declassified intelligence docu
ment obtained by the Houston 
Forward Times indicate other
wise. Those documents include 
top secret memorandums, and 
commimications from the CIA, 
Department of Defense, Joint 
Chiefs of Staff headed by 
General Colin Powell, and 
British Intelligence.
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HELP THE SUFFERING PEOPLE 
In AFRICA

Financial Help is needed to ship Relief Items and provide 
Clean Drinking Water to the suffering People in AFRICA

Please send your kind Donations to:
World Care Organization 
P.O. Box 442, • Dallas, NC 28034 
For more Information Call (704)923-0777

GIVE THE GIFT OF HEALTH 
FROM THE YWCA!

An Exercise, Pool, or Aerobics Membership 
makes a Great Gift that lasts all year... 

for your family, a friend, or yourself!
(Baby-sitting available while you work out)

3420 Park Road 525-5770
YWC^

.-".I'l YWCA

r 10% Discount on any YWCA Membership!
j purchased in December jr
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There’S A Clear Difference Between 
Our Silver Service Checking And 

Other Seniors’ Checking Accounts.
Siber Service Checkin^:. Now Available To Peopk SO And Over, For Free.
Most seniors’ checking accounts look pretty good. At firet. But many carry check charges. Minimum balance 

requirements. And virtually all require that you be at least 55 years old to qualily SouthTmst’s Silver Service” 

Checking is dilFerent. We give you interest-bearing* checking, plus 10 other valuable services including a check 

card,** for free, with no minimum balance requirements. And now you only have to be 50 or older to be eligible 

for the account. Silver Service Checking from SouthTmst. It’s simply the brightest way to do your checking.

SouthTmstBank
You’re Not Just Another Customer. We’re Not Just Another Bank.

To open an account, come by any of our convenient offices during regular business hours or call

1-800-CALL-STB (1-800-225-5782)
Monciay through Friday, between 8 am and 8 pm.

CHARLOTFE: Albemarle Road 532-3490; Arrowood Road 551-8790; C'armel Road 541-4250; Carolina Place 
541-4230; Crown Point 841-36{X); Park Road 561-3350; Providence Commons 846-5552; South Tryon 347-6777 
University Place 547-8200 ■ BELMON'I: 6501 Wilkinson Boulevard 825-0390 ■ BREVARD: East Main Street 
884-2023 "CONCORD: Cabarrus Avenue East 788-3193; Parkade, Hwy 29 South 784-1888"FALLSd'ON 

Fallston Road 538-3121 "GASTONIA: South New Hope Road 867-3881 "KANNAPOLIS: South Main Street 
932-1888; South Cannon Boulevard 938-6111" MOORESVILLE: Lake Norman 663-5344; Plaza Drive 

664-7026 " SALISBURY: Jake Alexander Boulevard 630-1000 " SPINDALE: Oak Street 286-3459
Member FDIC, ©1996 SouthTrusc. ‘A certain balance may be required to earn interest. “’A fee will be imposed for the use of a non-.Soiith'rrust ATM. Subject to normal credit approval.
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