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Will Wie wear out welcome mat? tlClje Cljarlotte
By Jim Litke
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

The drawback to being a 
child star, as anyone who’s 
watched “Hollywood
Squares” can attest, is that 
most have nowhere to go but 
down.

That’s not likely to happen 
to Michelle Wie, a 14-year- 
old already blessed with 
poise, a 100-watt smile and a 
picture-perfect golf swing. 
Then again, the last thing a 
young girl with designs on 
playing the men’s tour one 
day and already burdened 
by comparisons to Tiger 
Woods needs is a sense of 
entitlement.

Wie went through more 
sponsors exemptions in the 
past year - a handful on the 
LPGA Tbur, two more on 
men’s minor league tours - 
than Woods did during his 
entire amateur career. And if 
her plans for early next year 
are any indication, she and 
her handlers aren’t worried 
about having the welcome 
mat pulled out from under 
her anytime soon.

Last week, in a scene that 
was more pomp than cir­
cumstance, Wie showed up 
in Hawaii Gov. Linda 
Lingle’s office to accept 
another free invitation, this 
time to play in the Sony 
Open. The first full-field 
event of the PGA Ibur is 
being staged near the 
teenager’s home in 
Honolulu, and motivated as 
much by economic develop­
ment as player development, 
the governor even boasted 
about lobbying the title 
sponsor for the free pass.

“I believe this will bring 
added exposure to the tour­
nament and to the state. 
Michelle brings a lot of pride 
to our people. Everybody 
knows I’m not a golfer,” 
Lingle said, ‘hut nobody is 
prouder than I am of 
Michelle.”

The governor then proved

she wasn’t a golfer by prais­
ing Wie for showing “that she 
has the maturity and ability 
to hold her own” - which is 
only true up to a point.

Wie had what is best 
described as an eventful sea­
son. She became the 
youngest player to win a 
USGA title for adults in the 
U.S. Women’s Amateur 
Public Links and made the 
cut in six of the seven LPGA 
tournaments in which she 
competed. It was highlighted 
by a tie for the ninth in the 
season’s first major, but 
marred by a run-in she and 
her father, B.J. Wie, had 
with veteran pro Danielle 
Ammaccapane over several 
breaches of etiquette at the 
U.S. Open.

Her outings with the men, 
however, weren’t as memo­
rable. Playing on sponsors’ 
exemptions and from the 
same tees, Wie missed the 
cut on the Nationwide Tbur’s 
Boise Open and the 
Canadian Tbur’s Bay Mills 
Open Players
Championship.

Wie had tried earning a 
spot in the Sony twice before 
in a one-day qualifying event 
and failed. Maybe that’s why 
she didn’t seem the least bit 
fazed by how it came about 
this time.

“I like the easy route,” she 
said. “I know how hard it can 
be. It’s a one-day deal, and 
anything can happen. I like 
this way better.”

By the end of this year, at 
least a half-dozen women 
will have played against the 
men on tours around the 
world. It began with Anruka 
Sorenstam, who was looking 
for a personal challenge at 
the Colonial after wearing 
out the competition on her 
own tour, and the novelty 
has been wearing off steadily 
since. The only woman to 
actually earn her spot, teach­
ing pro Suzy Whaley, did it 
by winning a PGA club pro

sectional from a shorter set of 
tees and then, like 
Sorenstam, missed the cut at 
the Greater Hartford Open.

Not long ago, PGA Tour 
commissioner Tim Finchem 
was asked whether he 
expected the gender-blending 
to continue.

“I don’t see a trend involved 
here where a lot of tourna­
ments are going to want 
women golfers to play,” he 
replied. “I frankly don’t think 
there are many that add 
much to a tournament at this 
point in time.”

Sponsors can invite anyone 
they want, of course, and as 
Sorenstam proved over the 
objections of Vijay Singh, the 
exemption couldn’t have 
been put to better use. 
Likewise, Wie’s appearance 
at the Sony will help sell tick­
ets and juice the TV ratings. 
Whether she will benefit 
nearly as much is a trickier 
question.

Even while doubting that 
women playing on his tour 
would catch on, Finchem 
allowed that Wie might be a 
special case. She already dri­
ves the ball as far as many 
PGA regulars. “The question 
on everyone’s mind,” the 
commissioner said, “is how 
far can this young gal go?”

But if Wie’s ultimate desti­
nation really is the PGA Tour, 
her education will be better 
served by making her earn a 
place instead of having a gov­
ernor shill for it. Riding the 
wave of celebrity has its 
moments, but it won’t teach 
her anything about her golf 
game.

Earl Woods chose his son’s 
spots with great care for that 
reason. He believed the most 
important thing was learn­
ing how to win. Tiger accept­
ed a few exemptions into pro 
events while still a teenager, 
but he won three U.S. 
Juniors and the same num­
ber of U.S. Amateurs before 
he was unleashed on the

Prodigious athletes don’t need or 
deserve double standard treatment
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becoming a professional, just like Tootie from 
“The Facts of Life,” right?

Right?
The thing is, Adu has been a professional 

for quite a while now, long before signing his 
contract with D.C. United of Major League 
Soccer.

Since this summer, he has played in 
England, Finland and South Korea. For the 
past few years, he has lived and trained at the 
IMG Sports Academy in Bradenton, Fla., 
while his family resided in the Washington, 
D.C. area. Months ago, he signed an incen­
tive-based contract with Nflce that could be 
worth $1 million.

Adu is more equipped than any teen-ager in 
history to be a professional athlete at age 14. 
And that includes the great LeBron James, 
who is shining in the National Basketball 
Association as an 18-year-old. Seriously, in a 
few years, folks, we could be talking about 
Adu being the best soccer player ever.

Believe me, Freddy Adu is going to be all 
right. We have more reasons to worry about 
Lil’ Bow Wow, Ld’ Romeo - and aU the other 
prepubescent “Lils” in the music and televi­
sion worlds.

Aggies focus on I-AA playoffs
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a touchdown return.

“We shot ourselves in the 
foot too many times,” Small 

said. “You

Small

can’t afford 
to make 
those types 
of mistakes 
against a 
team like 
that. We 
didn’t exe­
cute well at 
all.”

A & T , 
which went 4-8 last season 
under former coach Bill 
Hayes, was picked to finish 
sixth in the conference in 
preseason coaches poll. 
Despite playing their first 
six games on the road, the 
Aggies went 5-1 during that 
stretch and went on an

eight-game win streak to 
wrap up Ac&Ts first MEAC 
title since 1999.

Winning the school’s first I- 
AA national championship 
will likely require four more 
road wins. The S.C. State 
loss and Appalachian State’s 
exclusion fi-om the postsea­
son likely cost A&T a chance 
of hosting a game. Athletics 
Director Charhe Davis did 
submit a bid to the NCAA to 
host a game.

A win Saturday would 
earn A&T a trip to 
Jacksonville (Ala.) State or 
defending-national champi­
on Western Kentucky, one of 
four Gateway Conference 
teams to make the 16-school 
tournament.

A surprise in the selection 
show came when A&T’s 
MEAC rival Bethune-

PGATbur.
“I wasn’t going to send 

Tiger out there until I knew 
he could beat those guys, and 
I wouldn’t send him out 
there,” Earl said, “until he 
knew he coidd beat those 
guys, too.”

Jim Litke is a national sports 
columnist for The Associated 
Press. Write to him at 
jlitke@ap.org

FORD’S USED TIRES
New Tires

Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - 6:00 p,m.

• Brake Job 
Front $35.00 
Back $45.00

► Oil Change - $21.88

3401 Tuckaseegee Rd. ^ Busy Bee Mini Mart j 222 Central Ave.
Charlotte, NC 28208 Charlotte, NC 28204

(704)393-1109 (704)377-0870

In retrospect, it should have made us cringe 
when Michael Jackson became an interna­
tional - “professional” - music star long before 
he reached puberty. But nobody clamored to 
keep Michael from doing his thing in a grown­
up arena; we only supported him by rushing 
to buy his records, as did many of our parents.

We should cringe particularly hard since 
Michael has transformed from a young black 
boy into an old white woman right before our 
eyes. But that’s another column.

'The point right now is, we’re too selective, as 
a country, about who we will and won’t allow 
to be young millionaires. And that’s wrong. 
Either it’s bad aU the way around, or it isn’t.

The key now is what Adu does from here. 
He should go on and get, at least, a high 
school diploma. He should try to go to a prom 
or a Sadie Hawkins Dance before he turns 18. 
And, yes, he should be squirreling away 
money for his future.

But make no mistake: There’s absolutely 
nothing wrong with him getting a few years’ 
jrunp on his savings account. Especially since 
there would be nothing wrong if he were into 
singing and sitcoms rather than soccer.

E-mail C. Jemal Horton at 
.seejemalwrite@aol.com.

Cookman was awarded a 
first-round home game 
against Florida Atlantic. The 
Wildcats earned an at-large 
berth after they rallied 
Saturday to beat Florida 
A&M 39-35.

The MEAC has an auto­
matic bid but rarely has got­
ten at-large berths since the 
demise of the Heritage Bowl 
three years ago, and only 
once has gotten a home play­
off game. Strength of sched­
ule was a drawback for the 
league, but Bethune- 
Cookman (9-2) had a better 
record than most teams on 
the playoff bubble, including 
7-4 Appalachian State.

For ticket information, call 
the A&T ticket office in 
Greensboro at (336) 334- 
7749 or Wofford at (864) 597- 
4090.

Johnson C. Smith |Jniy^sity
"NOW Partnercf

B&R BODY SHOPS
Serving the Carolines Since the 1930’s

Just Been In An Accident? Let Us STRAIGHTEN You Out! 
FREE Estimates • LIFETIME Warranty

Bring your car to B&R
for repairs. B&R will donate 5% of your repair bill 

to the Athletic Department at JCSU 
It’s That Easy, Support Your School!!

Offer Expires September, 2004

B&R BODY SHOP & Mobile Glass

Southend
2219 South Blvd.
704-377-5005

East
6111 E. Independence Blvd.

704-972-1972

Pineville
9248 South Blvd.
704-554-9393

AUTOCOtOR

Monroe, NC
1839 Williams Rd.
704-296-5005

‘Changing Lives For The Better”

©Urban 
League

OFCENTIUL MFCAROUNAS, INC

tDfie C^atlotte $oiEit

Yori
Join The Urban League

and receive

Charlotte $aiEtt
FOR ONLY $25.00*

Help The Urban League Support Enrichment 
& Training Programs for Youth and Adults.

How?
New Members- Submit The Application Below.

Current Members- Inform Us When You Renew.
Circulation Dept.- (704)376-0496 ext 102

'Savings of $15.00. Annual Subscription Rate- $40.00

Celebrating the 25th Anniversary - Changing Lives for the Better 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Join the Urban League & Receive $15 Post Subscription Reduction t new subscribers only)
First Name:_ 
Last Name: 
Title:

_Application Date:

Company: 
Address: 
City _____

©Urban

State
Home Phone ( 
Business Phone ( ).

Home Fax Number ( 
_________Fax Number (

Zip Code 
■)'______

Email Address/ Website: 
Solicitor/Sponsor Name: 
Age (please circle one): under 18 18-25 26-35 36-50
Race (please circle one): African-American Hispanic
is this a renewal membership? Yes____No_____
Credit Card #________________________ Exp.______ Signature

50+
Caucasian

Sex: Male 
Other

Female

Membership Options
student/Friend $25____
1-yr. Membership, Quarterly Newsletter, Use 
of Resource Room & network center, 
Invitation to Annual M'eeting &Whitney M. 
Young Banquet, Discounts for various clubs,

Supporter or Auxiliaries $50*.
All above benefits plus an option to join 
either the The Urban League Guild or 
Young Professionals.

Silver Level Member $ 100’"____
All above benefits plus preferred seating at the 
Awards banquet.

Gold Circle Member $250*------
All above benefits, plus two complimentary 
tickets to the Annual Meeting.
President’s Circle Member $500*____
All above benefits, plus includes membership 
into the President’s Circle, which serves in 
advisory capacity to the Board of Directors.

*Check here if you wish to participate in Young Professionals____ Urban League Guild

Please PRINT and complete ALL above information. All Memberehips are ANNUAL FROM DATE OF APPLICATION. 

You can join the Urban League, by credit card or by sending in this application and check to: Urban League of 
Central Carolinas, Attn: Membership, P.O. Box 34686, Charlotte, NC 28234-4686 OR join via our website at 

www.urbanleaguecc.oig. Please make all checks payable to The Urban League of Central Carolinas.
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