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kind of hard to say,” he said, 
“The rotation has been kind 
of set, and if it’s not broke, 
don’t fix it. The guys have 
been playing well all year 
long and made plays all year 
long, so it’s kind of hard to

justify me seeing time right 
now. But if my number’s 
called, IT make the most of 
it.”

It’s taken a while for 
Minter to look forward to the 
playoffs. As the second-

longest tenured Panther, the 
seven-year veteran has seen 
every low point in franchise 
history. For once, things 
have gone right.

“It’s something real special 
to get to 10 wins,” Minter

said. “It’s the first time we’ve 
been to 10 wins since I’ve 
been here. It’s great for the 
organization, the ownership, 
the coaches, the players that 
have been through every­
thing we’ve been through in 
Carohna.”

JCSU gets reinforcements for January
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concerns us is just being con­
sistent in attitude through­
out the game.”

Another plus for Smith has 
been senior center Willie 
Martin’s return to the lineup 
from a knee injury. With 
Martin and Fulton sharing 
the rebounding, the Bulls

have been more consistent 
on defense and getting into 
transition. He also provides 
direction for the younger 
players.

‘Willie is our leader and 
we’re looking for senior lead­
ership,” Joyner said. ‘We’re 
still looking for that emotion­
al leader. We’re struggling

emotionally because we’ve 
been so up and down.”

With help on the way and 
the season’s first stretch of 
positive results, Smith is in 
position to put those difficult 
early-season missteps 
behind. With the meat of the 
CIAA season 11 days away, 
Smith can’t afford to do any-

Serena withdraws 
from opening event
Continued from page 1C
ration for the Austrahan Open, which starts 
Jan. 19.

Williams had agreed to partner with James 
Blake at the Hopman Cup to defend the title 
the pair won last year.

McNamee said Lindsay Davenport would 
replace Williams in the United States team.

“Serena regrets not being able to come back 
and defend her title, but we have a wonderful 
replacement in Lindsay Davenport,” 
McNamee said.

Williams had a 38-3 record in 2003 and won

Black NFL players threatened over 
relationships with white women
Continued from page 1C

“I’m not worried about it,” 
Mitchell told The Associated 
Press. “It’s not a threat to me 
at all. I don’t live in fear. I 
just go out and live day to 
day.”

Mitchell, 25, is in his third 
season with the Eagles.

The NFL security depart­
ment believes one person is 
responsible for the crime, 
although letters have been 
postmarked from Cleveland 
and Youngstown, Ohio, 
along with Erie and New 
Castle, Pa. The FBI is study­
ing clues from the produc­
tion and the content of the 
mail.

“We believed they were 
typed on a computer and 
copied on a fax machine,” 
Hawk told The Philadelphia 
Tribune. “There is no hand­
writing or signature on the 
15 letters we have in our lab.

They are being tested for 
DNA right now. AU the typ­
ing, the phrasing, the lan­
guage and the paragraphing 
are the same. So the best 
guess is that we’re dealing 
with one person.”

Hawk said the Cleveland 
office assigned one case 
agent and a squad to the 
investigation.

The NFL sent a memo Nov. 
18 to all teams, warning 
them that threats had been 
mailed to African-American 
athletes in the past year.

“Unfortunately, these 
kinds of things happen,” said 
Anthony Buchanico, director 
of security for the Eagles. 
‘We take them seriously. The 
NFL has known about this 
for a long time.”

Linebackers Carlos
Emmons and Ike Reese, who 
are black, said they threw 
the memo away and didn’t

think about it again. 
According to a published 
report, Reese said: “People 
have nothing better to do 
with their time. They want 
you to give them some atten­
tion and put you on guard.”

Defensive back Troy 
Vincent said threatening 
mail has been going on for 
many years in sports, not 
just the NFL. “It exists 
ever5where,” \fincent said. 
“Our country is very divid­
ed.”

The Miami Herald report­
ed that Dolphins defensive 
end Jason Taylor was one of 
the targeted players. Taylor 
is married to a white 
woman, and so is his father.

“I have no idea why that 
would bother anybody,” 
Hawk said. “I guess we’re 
dealing with someone who’s 
out of step with society.”

Rangers owner sets Tuesday 
as A-Rod trade deadline
By Stephen Hawkins 
THE ASSOCIATED PKESS

ARLINGTON, Texas - Texas owner Tbrn 
Hicks set a Thesday deadline for a trade of 
Alex Rodriguez to Boston, saying the MVP 
shortstop will remain with the Rangers if a 
deal isn’t completed by then.

Hicks set a deadline of 5 p.m. EST Tuesday.
Hicks told general manager 
John Hart to build toward 
next season with Rodriguez 
in his plans if a trade doesn’t 
happen by then.

“This potential trade is very 
complicated and involves 
multiple parties,” Hicks 
wrote in an e-mail to The 
Associated Press on Sunday 
night. “From the Texas 
Rangers’ perspective, we 

need finality so we can proceed with our off­
season plans.”

Hicks wrote that the TViesday deadline “is a 
reasonable timeframe for the various groups 
to make their decisions.”

Red Sox owner John Henry, and team pres­
ident Lany Lucchino, who last week declared 
the deal “dead”, didn’t immediately respond 
to e-mails or phone calls. General manager 
Theo Esptein also didn’t return messages.

Scott Boras, Rodriguez’s agent, said Hicks 
called him Sunday to inform him of the dead­
line for the trade, which would send outfield­
er Manny Ramirez to Texas.

Rodriguez’s $252 miUion, 10-year contract

Rodriguez

has seven years and $179 miUion remaining. 
During negotiations last week, the players’ 
association said the agreement could be 
restructured but not reduced, and rejected 
Boston’s proposal, which the union said would 
cut $28 miUion to $30 miUion.

Instead, the union said it would approve a 
change that would lower Rodriguez’s contract 
by $12 miUion to $13 miUion in exchange for 
him getting the right to use Boston’s logo and 
trademarks in marketing deals. In addition, 
he would be able to become a free agent after 
the 2005 season.

“The parties have $13 miUion from Alex 
that they know they have to work with. They 
didn’t know that before last week. That 
should be a real benefit,” Boras said. “I think 
we’ve done our work being able to define 
exactly what restructming means for Alex 
and the Boston Red Sox.”

Lucchino proclaimed the trade “dead” 
Thursday, blaming the players’ association for 
not approving-the steeper reduction. Tfexas 
also blamed the union, but Hart wasn’t pre­
pared to say talks were over.

Ramirez is basebaU’s only other $20 nuUion- 
a-year player, and his $160 million, eight-year 
contract has five years and $97.5 million 
remaining. If the deal goes through, the Red 
Sox presumably would then trade longtime 
shortstop Nomar Garciaparra, possibly to the 
Chicago White Sox.

The proposed trade, which would be the 
first time a reigning MVP has switched 
teams, has been discussed for several weeks.
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thing else.
“Tbugh times don’t last for­

ever; tough teams do,” 
Joyner said. “We’re certainly 
going to have to play stronger 
as we move further into 
CIAA play. I think if this 
team continues to work sys­
tematically, we’re going to be 
OK.

the Austrahan Open and Wimbledon titles. 
She was a semifinaUst at the French Open, 
then missed the U.S. Open after having 
surgery on her left knee.

Her sister Venus has also not played since 
losing the Wimbledon final.

Venus strained an abdominal muscle in late 
April. The injruy flared up in the Wimbledon 
semifinals, and she was in obvious pain play­
ing her sister in the final.

She said last month she was on course to 
play a timeup event before the Austrahan 
Open.
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B&R BODY SHOPS
Serving the Carolines Since the 1930’s

Just Been In An Accident? Let Us STRAIGHTEN You Out! 
FREE Estimates • LIFETIME Warranty

Bring your car to B&R
for repairs. B&R will donate 5% of your repair bill 

to the Athletic Department at JCSU 
It’s That Easy, Support Your School!!

Offer Expires September, 2004

B&R BODY SHOP & Mobile Glass

Southend
2219 South Blvd.
704-377-5005

East
6111 E. Independence Blvd.

704-972-1972

Pmeville
9248 South Blvd.
704-554-9393

AUTOCOLOR

Monroe, NC
1839 Williams Rd.
704-296-5005

You know us 
for our bravery, 
our technology 
and uur passion.

You know us 
for our skills, 
our dedication 

and our pride.

And now, as we defend 
freedom around the 

world, you will know 
us as every day
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