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said. “I was the person who 
first brought Ibin into the 
Charlotte market 10 years 
ago.

“Tom is an icon. He is 
already on several other 
Radio One Stations and will 
be a part of TV One, which 
isn’t in Charlotte yet. 
Hopefully it will soon be 
offered in this area.”

TV One, a collaboration 
between Radio One and 
Comcast, features Joyner’s 
Sky Show, the traveling 
morning radio event that will 
be shown in primetime. 
Radio One is the seventh 
largest radio broadcasting 
company in the country and 
the biggest owned by Afhcan 
Americans.

The "Ibrn Joyner Sky Show 
was the first full-length pro
gram to air on TV One.

For jumping ship in 
Charlotte, Joyner was 
rewarded. Radio One agreed 
to add his show in Dayton 
and Columbus Ohio.

Since Joyner’s show isn’t 
aired on hip-hop stations 
Radio One changed its for
mat and canned the on-air 
personalities at 92.7.

Loyal hsteners of Joyner 
not only flooded the stations 
with calls but one fan even 
went as far to circulate an e- 
mail protest accusing Bill 
Schoening, senior vice presi
dent of Infinity’s six 
Charlotte stations, of remov
ing Joyner over racial 
motives.'

Ibrri Avery, WBAVs opera

tion manager, said the accu
sations in the e-mail allega
tions are untrue.

“All the facts are totally 
■wrong,” she 
said. “WBAV 
is going to 
stay an 
urban radio 
station.

“There was 
nothing 
WBAV could 
have done to 
keep Tom,” 
she said. “ It 
was totally Tbm’s decision. 
Our contract was up with 
Ibm Jan. 23. We found out 
Jan. 21 at 5 p.m. We got a fax 
saying that Tom was not 
going to renew with us.”

The news of Joyner’s depar-

Avery

Rally protests school resegregation
Continued from page 1A
Collins of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
NAACP said marking the Bro'wn anniver

sary is meaningless when 
American public schools are 
iesegregating by race and eco
nomics. Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
Schools are a prime example.

“Quite naturally, we’re focus
ing our energy on the local 
school system,” said Collins, a 
member of the NAACP 

Education Committee. “Fifty years after 
Brown, we see the visibility of resegregation 
of schools across the U.S.”

The Brown decision is generally considered 
a defining moment in civil rights and educa
tion in the U.S. The case, which was a unani
mous decision for desegregation, was initiat
ed by J.A. DeLaine of Clarendon County, S.C. 
Four other lawsuits were joined to the

WSOC-TV
news

connection

Clarendon litigation under the Topeka 
umbrella.

A string of court decisions over the last 
decade - including one in Charlotte - have 
removed busing as an instrument of desegre
gation. As a result, more school districts have 
turned to neighborhood-based pupil assign
ment. The coaUtion contends that draws dis
tinctions between poor and rich neighbor
hoods when it comes to the quality of educa
tion Brown was meant to eliminate.

“We definitely see a resegregation back to 
1954 instead of 1994” when CIVJS used a com
bination of busing and magnet schools to 
desegregate, CoUins said. “With the housing 
patterns in this city and county, you can’t help 
but have a segregated school system (without 
busing). If we’re going to have anything 
approaching Brown v. Board of Education, 
that’s a bad place to start with that as the 
crux.”

Drought menaces Africa
Appeals 
made to 
feed the 
starving
By Alexandra Zavis 
THE ASSOCIATED PFESS

MAFETENG, Lesotho - 
From miles around they 
come, pushing wheelbar
rows in the relentless heat to 
collect sacks of maize meal, 
beans and cooking oil fi’om 
the U.N. food agency.

The worst drought in more 
than a decade is sweeping 
through southern Africa, 
destroying crops, dri-ving up 
food prices and lea-ving mil
lions hungry - even as for
eign assistance dries up, gov
ernments and humanitarian 
agencies say.

Last week saw the first sig
nificant downpours since 
April - but the rain came too 
late to save the summer har
vest, and forecasters predict 
more dry weather ahead. Aid 
workers expect near total 
crop failure in the tiny 
mountain kingdom of 
Lesotho, along with massive 
losses in Swaziland, south
ern Mozambique and parts 
of Zimbabwe.

“The current drought could 
be disastrous for souljiem 
Africa,” Richard Lee, region
al spokesman for the l^brld 
Food Program, said Tuesday. 
“Parts of the region, which 
have now experienced two 
years of crisis, will have 
another year of massive 
shortages, if this continues.”

The southern town of 
Mafeteng, once surrounded 
by some of Lesotho’s most 
productive agricultural land, 
is now on the front fine of the 
region’s drought. Dams are 
empty, rivers have been 
reduced to a muddy trickle, 
and wells are drying up.

With the soil too dry to 
plant, vast areas have been 
left idle. The few maize crops 
that were put in have been 
stunted by the sun. 
Despairing of rain, some 
farmers are already allowing 
their skinny herds into their 
fields to eat the scorched 
crops.

“Normally we have maize

all over,” district secretary 
EUase Thekiso said as he 
surveyed a parched and 
rocky landscape. “But the 
soil is going and lea-ving us 
■with stones.”

Between 600,000 and 
700,000 people - a third of 
Lesotho’s population - are 
expected to need food aid 
this year.

But while the internation
al community reacted swiftly 
to last year’s food crisis in six 
southern African coimtries, 
response this year has been 
much slower, U.N. officials 
say.

Despite recent contribu
tions by the European Union 
and United States, WFP is 
still short $127 million - 29 
percent of its emergency 
appeal to feed 6.5 million 
people in Lesotho, Malawi, 
Mozambique, Swaziland, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe for 
the year finishing in June 
2004.

Millions of people in 
Zimbabwe have already had 
their rations reduced due to 
lack of funds.

In Lesotho, there is only 
enough aid for the most -vul
nerable, including the sick, 
the elderly, children under 5 
and pregnant women. 
General distributions were 
suspended this month.

“What are we going to do?” 
despaired Mateko Mafereka, 
who has been trying to sup
port a family of six on the 
$3.50 a week she makes sell
ing apples and candy in the 
nearby Ha Lepolesa region. 
Her entire village was 
rmable to plant this year, 
and there is no other work to 
be found in the area.

“There is no future without 
water,” she said.

This is the third consecu
tive year of drought in many 
parts of southern Africa, and 
subsistence farmers like 
Mafereka’s family have 
nothing left to. fall back on. 
There are no seeds to plant, 
no livestock or other assets 
left to sell.

If the drought persists, 
U.N. officials fear many fam
ilies will be pushed into 
destructive coping mecha
nisms such as pulling their 
children out of schools, 
migrating to urban areas 
and prostitution.

The AIDS pandemic is also 
ha'ving a devastating effect, 
cutting a swathe through the

region’s most productive age 
groups.

Making matters worse in 
Lesotho, tens of thousands of 
migrant laborers have been 
retrenched from neighboring 
South Africa’s mines and 
farms over the past decade, 
depriving families of their 
only alternative source of 
income.

Lesotho is also suffering 
the effects of years of over 
grazing and over depen
dence on maize, which has 
depleted the soil of its nutri
ents. Erosion has left the 
southern lowlands criss
crossed with deep gullies, in 
stark contrast to the level 
fields on the South African 
side of the border.

In Zimbabwe, once a 
regional breadbasket, food 
production has been crippled 
by erratic rains, soaring 
costs and shortages of seed, 
fuel and fertilizer. 
Government supporters 
have seized 5,000 white- 
owned farms for redistribu
tion to blacks in an often-vio- 
lent reform program that 
has crippled the country’s 
agriculture-based economy.

Basic food prices are 
increasing even faster than 
the country’s record inflation 
rate, currently around 600 
percent, putting many items 
out of the reach of many 
Zimbabweans.

In Swaziland, government 
officials say the current 
drought has the potential to 
be the “worst in recorded his- 
toiy.” Just under a quarter of 
the tiny kingdom’s 1 million 
people are recei-ving food aid, 
while low water levels in the 
rivers and dams are putting 
livestock at risk.

Mozambique, devastated 
by floods in 2000 and 2001, is 
now experiencing its lowest 
rainfall in 50 years in some 
areas. Worst hit is the south
ern pro-vince of Gaza, where 
more than 11 percent of chil
dren under 5 are suffering 
from malnutrition.

In Malawi, the govern
ment recently appealed for 
help feeding 3.5 mUhon peo
ple, particularly in the south.

The South African govern
ment has declared parts of 
six drought-stricken
provinces disaster areas. 
Farmers have planted 6.2 
million acres of maize, the 
staple for millions, compared 
to 7.6 miUion acres in previ
ous years.

ture hit hard in the WBAV 
camp because it had just tied 
for No. 1 in the Arbitron rat
ings -with WPEG, its sister 
station.”

Avery says WBAV isn’t 
going to change its format. 
But some changes vrill occur. 
“We’re planning some big 
things,” she said. “I’m not 
able to talk about them right 
now. We’re going to give 
Charlotte something to be 
proud of

“In the meantime we will 
continue to play good music 
and have our other great per
sonalities and do what we do 
in the community.”

Brown says he’s optimistic 
about changes at 92.7.

‘We’re going to be really 
involved in the community,” 
he said. “That’s what’s it’s aU 
about. Debbie Kwei is the 
station manager over there 
and she understands this 
market very well. We look 
forward in making a quick 
and great impact in this mar
ket.”

Avery said she’s not worried

about WBAV losing ground 
in the market because of 
92.7’s switch in format.

WQNC “is a 6,000-watt sta
tion,” she said. “WBAV is a 
100,000-watt station. So 
whose signal will go further? 
If you’re going to compete, 
then you have to compete all 
the way.”
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Compare BEFORE You Buy I&ZIAH’S Funiture 
WINTER. S^LE

u^n
>c. Slei^ Bedroom Suit 

i: IN U.SA.
$899.'

Reg. $1349°°
•O.A.C. Minimmii Monthly 

Payments required durinj;
iIk 12 months

Open Mon. - Sat. 9am - 6pm Financing Available ^ 
2914 Gibbon Rd. Charlotte, N.C. 704-596-7427 *^1

We Give Our Customers The Best Price!

Dr. Kaplan
CHIROPRACTIC PHYSICIAN

ACCIDENT & INJURY CENTER 

WE WANT TO HELP YOU!

Accidents:
Automobile • Workman’s Comp 

Are You Suffering From: ■
Sports Injuries • Headaches • Shoulder Pain 
Neck Pain • Low Back Pain • Leg Pains •

Arthritis ?

Tel. (704) 372-7200

^ 7<

Dr. Lawrence Kaplan, D.C.

2210 North Tryon St.
Charlotte, NC 28206

Hours: 9:00AM - 6:00PM Monday - Friday

2501 Beatties Ford Road
Charlotte, NC 28216

Hours: 9:0()AM - 6:00PM Monday - Friday

PROFESSIONAL FLOORING

MOBLEY’S
Residential Commercial 

Carpet Cleaning, Sales & Service
: ♦ Now Carpet Sales * VCT Hardwood Flooring

Come 
Visit Our 

Showroom

4930
Albemarle Road
Charlotte, NC 28205

New Carpet Installed

Carpet, Pad & Labor
Only $16.99 per yd.

Cleaning
2” Rooms & Hallway

Only $79.95
Vinyl Floor

Congoleum & Armstrong

Only $13.99,
Duct Cleaning Only $15

'per yd

“For Your Health”... Remove 
the Dust From Your Vents!

"SPl-aAiy Vtdid m m .\ct only 
Eddie Mobley. Sr. • Eddie Mobley. Jr. 
Pb: 704-531-0155 • Fax: 704-536-4272


