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A good friend loves 
and cares always
Continued from page 8B
are not dead in the physical but simply live their lives without 
function and purpose. Some might say what does that have to 
do with you, or even believe that you can have a bunch of fool
ish friends and it not affect you but that is far from the truth. 
Bad friends will help to corrupt your soul and ruin your hfe.

Around nine years ago I made a drastic move that eventual
ly changed my hfe. I decided to move back to Charlotte and 
start my life over. When 1 did so, that infuriated some people I 
thought were my friends. 1 suddenly became the enemy of peo
ple I had sacrificed my money and self-respect to hang with. 
They turned on me and left me feeling as if I was all alone in 
the world.

If I was smart at that time I would have reahzed those peo- 
-ple meant me no good and would have praised God for the 
deliverance instead of crying and feehng sorry for myself

However, now I see the situation differently. I look at it as a 
miracle of God. I can see now that the Lord had to separate me 
from the walking dead so that I might draw closer to Him.

If I had continued to hang with those people Iwouldnothave 
sought a closer relationship with the Creator. I wouldn’t have 
accepted counsel from the wise or the Holy Spirit because my 
counsel came from evil men and women.

There are so many people that are in prison and who died 
prematurely because of their friends and I could have been one 
of them.

During some of my darkest hours my grandmother used to 
teU me to leave my friends alone yet I shrugged off her advice. 
What I didn’t know at that time but I’m aware of today is that 
she constantly read, recited and Uved by Psahn 1. And if I 
intended to get anywhere in fife I would do the same.

Psalm 1 says: “Blessed is the man who does not walk in the 
coimsel of the wicked or stand I the way of sinners or sit in the 
seat of mockers. But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and 
on his law he meditates day an night. He is like a tree planted 
'by steams of water, which yields its friiit in season and whose 
leaf does not -wither. Whatever he does prospers.

Not so the wicked! They are like chaff that the vrind blows 
away. Therefore the -wicked -will not stand in the judgment, nor 
sinners in the assembly of the righteous. For the Lord watch
es over the way of the righteous. For the Lord watches over the 
way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked wiU perish.”

Tbday, I hear disturbing news about the people I used to call 
my friends. They didn’t change nor did they prosper. Over the 
years they have lost their looks, resources, dreams and good 
name. And if God had not separated me from them I believe 
it’s safe to say I would be in the same predicament.

Now, I realize it’s a blessing to have a good friend and curse 
to have a bad friend.

A good friend is a person that loves always and wants the 
best for you. A bad friend is one who opposes the Lord and 
ad-vises you to do the same.

I read a card that said a good friend is a sign the Lord cares 
for you and I wholeheartedly agree.
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helps to make it possible.

"Margaret is 85 and sharp as a tack. But her health makes it 
tough to get around. Tracie wants to help out in her 
community, but she has a bu^y job. Faith in Action brought 
them together. It’s people of different feiths who volunteer 
to shop, cook, drive, or just check in on some of the 
millions of Americans with long-term health needs.

If you’re like me and have wondered how you can 
make a difference, volunteer with Faith in 
Action. Find out more at (877) 324-841 I 
or wwv/.faithinaccion.org. A neighbor's 
independence depends on you and me.”

— Della Reese. Entertainment Legend.
Faith in Action Believer.
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Obituaries
Alexander Funeral Home
Dorothy Bridges died Jan. 27 at Carolinas Medical Center. Visitation 
was Jan. 30 and funeral Jan. 31 at Parkwood Institutional CME 
Church. Funeral at Beatties Ford Memorial Gardens.
Lizzie Gaither died Jan. 28 at her residence. Funeral was Feb. 1 at 
Rockwell AME Zion Church. Burial was at York Memorial Park. 
Alexander Parker died Jan. 24 at Carolinas Medical Center. Visita
tion was Jan. 29 and funeral Jan. 30 at Zecheriah Alexander Sr. 
Memorial Chapel. Burial at York Memorial Park.
Miller Rawlinson died Jan. 24 at Presbyterian Hos
pital. Visitation and funeral were held Jan. 31 at First:!CB,
Mayfield Memorial Baptist Church. Burial at Beat- 
ties Ford Memorial Gardens.
Catherine Kirkpatrick died Jan. 19 at Carolinas 
Medical Center. Visitation and funeral were held 
Jan. 25 at Zecheriah Alexander Sr. Memorial 
Chapel. Burial at Beatties ford Memorial Gardens.
Claude Beatty of 6931 Glenmoor Drive died Jan.
14 at his residence. Funeral was held Jan. 17 at 
Woodland Presbyterian Church. Burial at the church 
cemetery.
Bernice Gambrell of Bloomfield, Conn., died Jan. 15 at her resi
dence. Funeral was held in Connecticut.
Doreatha Wade of 4836 Shannamara Drive, Matthews died Jan. 15 
at her residence. Graveside service was held Jan. 17 at York Memor
ial Park.
Mildred Anna Campbell of 501 Dedmon Drive died Jan. 17 at her 
residence. Funeral was held Jan. 21 at A.S. Grier Memorial Chapel. 
Burial at Oaklawn Cemetery.
Barbara Thompson of 6817 Deanwood Place died Jan. 17 at her res
idence. Funeral was held Jan. 22 at A.S. Grier Memorial Chapel. Bur
ial at York Memorial Park.
Idella F, Swift of 2316 Ludlow Drive died Jan. 18 at Carolinas Med
ical Center. Funeral was held Jan. 22 at Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses on Hutchinson-McDonald Road. Burial at Beatties Ford 
Memorial Garden.
Lannette Elizabeth Way of 2522 Dalebrook Drive died Jan. 18 at 
Presbyterian Hospital. Funeral was held Jan. 22 at Mt. Carmel Bap
tist Church. Burial at Oaklawn Cemetery.
Richard Bullard of 201 West Tenth St. died Jan. 20 at Elizabeth 
Place Nursing Home. Memorial service was held Jan. 23 at A.S. Grier 
Memorial Chapel.
Mary P. Humphrey of 4315 Sugar Creek Road died Jan. 20 at Uni
versity Hospital. Funeral was held Jan. 24 at First Baptist Church- 
West. Burial at Oaklawn Cemetery.
Oren McCullough of 1700 Madison Ave. died Jan. 22 at Charlotte 
Health Care. Funeral service was held Jan. 28 at Memorial Presby
terian Church. Burial at York Memorial Park.
Alma Jones of 3623 Sipes Lane died Jan. 22 at her residence. Funer
al was held Jan. 29 at Moores Sanctuary AME Zion Church. Burial at 
Beatties Ford Memorial Garden.
Willie Foster of 345 Sundial Lane died Jan. 23 at Carolinas Medical 
Center. Funeral was held Jan. 29 at Tabernacle of Prayer Church. Bur
ial at Beatties Ford Memorial Garden.
Laveme R, Bufford of 1300 Pamlico St. died Jan. 23 at Carolinas 
Medical Center-Mercy. Funeral was held Jan. 29 at A.S. Grier Memo
rial Chapel. Burial at Beatties Ford Memorial Garden.
Howard Walker of 3715 Bardot Drive died Jan. 22 at his residence. 
Funeral was held Jan. 31 at Reeder Memorial Baptist Church. Burial 
at Forest Lawn Cemetery.
Mary Elizabeth Davis of 3035 Celia Ave. died Jan. 25 at her resi
dence. Funeral was held Jan. 31 at Biddleville Mission House of 
Prayer. Burial at Beatties Ford Memorial Garden.
Stephen Gary of 6806 Shanopin St. died Jan. 25 in Charlotte. Funer
al was held Feb. 2 at A.S. Grier Memorial Chapel. Burial at Sharon 
Memorial Park.
The Rev. Robert Ross Broome Jr. of 522 Pennsylvania Ave. died 
Jan. 26. Funeral was held Jan. 30 at A.S. Grier Memorial Chapel. Bur
ial at Oaklawn Cemetery.
Wakefield Fuller of 1008 Druid Circle died Jan. 26 at Wesley Nurs
ing Center. Funeral was held Jan. 31 at Reeder Memorial Baptist 
Church. Burial at Oaklawn Cemetery.
Rastus Horton Sr. of 1711 Seigle Ave. died Jan. 29 at his residence. 
Funeral was held Feb. 5 at Pleasant Valley Church. Burial at the 
church cemetery.
Aaron Anderson of Miami, Ha. died Jan. 24 at Jackson Memorial 
Hospital in Miami. Funeral will be held Feb. 5 at A.S. Grier Memor
ial Chapel. Burial will be at West Creek Cemetery.
Samuel Thomas Fortson of 9309 Timberline Road died Jan. 31 at 
Presbyterian Hospital. Funeral will be held Feb. 5 at Greater Provi
dence Baptist Church. Burial will be at Charlotte Memorial Garden.
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Gregexy K Moss Sr. 
Pastor

http://www.macedoniaofcharlotte.org
http://www.silvermount.org
mailto:smbc501@bellsouth.net
mailto:gamez531@bellsouth.net
http://www.stlukembc.org
http://www.mcbc-nc.org

