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Jews, Christians buy tickets, plan forums on Gibson film
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

ASHEVILLE - For the 
first time, the Rev. Darrell 
McClaren of Asheville, like 
thousands of pastors around 
the country, is recommend­
ing an R-rated movie to his 
flock.

Churchgoers are respond­
ing in droves, buying 
advance tickets for a film 
that won’t open for more 
than a week.

Biltmore Baptist Church 
in Asheville has rented a the­
ater at the Biltmore Square 
mall for two nights for pre­
view showings before the 
official premiere of the film 
“The Passion of the Christ.” 
The 700 tickets sold out in 
two days.

“If our church could afford 
it, I’d walk the streets of 
Asheville and hand tickets 
out,” said McClaren, pastor 
of Harvest Time Assembly of 
God Church. "It’s so impor­
tant for people to see this 
story.”

Actor Mel Gibson funded, 
directed and co-wrote the 
film depicting the final 12 
hours in the life of Jesus.

A private screening was 
held Monday in Charlotte for 
several thousand delegates 
to the National Religious 
Broadcasters’ convention.

The delegates who get a 
seat were asked to sign a 
statement promising not to 
discuss the film until its 
release Feb. 25, the Christ­
ian holy day of Ash Wednes­

day that starts the Easter 
season. The actor who por­
trays Jesus, Jim Caviezel, 
held an invitation-only news 
conference on Tuesday in 
Charlotte.

Movie industry experts say 
the movie could top $100 
million at the box office - 
blockbuster status for a 
bloody, religious film in 
Hebrew, Latin and Aramaic 
with English subtitles.

Some $5 million worth of 
advance tickets have already 
been sold, many to eager 
pastors and congregations 
that have bought out entire 
movie theaters.

A member of Mt. Harmony 
Baptist Church in Matthews 
gave $2,500 to buy out two 
showings at one theater. 
Church members are asked 
to bring unchurched fnends. 
The congregation will pray 
after each showing.

But while many Christians 
are counting the days until 
they can see “The Passion,” 
others are organizing forums 
to offer a view of the crucifix­
ion that might differ from 
that of Gibson, a traditional­
ist Roman Catholic.

National Jewish leaders 
have expressed concern that 
the film unfairly portrays 
Jewish involvement in the 
crucifixion of Jesus and has 
the potential to fuel anti- 
Semitism. Critics focus on 
the film’s portrayal of the 
Jewish high priest Caiaphas
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leading a Jewish crowd.
Rabbi Murray Ezring of 

Tbmple Israel and the Rev. 
James Howell of Myers Park 
United Methodist Church 
looked at what Jevtish and 
Christian texts say about the 
crucifixion at Tuesday 
evening at Temple Israel in 
Charlotte.

“There are scholars on both 
sides who are worried about 
what this film might cause,” 
Ezring said.

Rabbi Michael Samuel of 
Temple Beth Israel in 
Asheville beheves there is 
reason for concern.

‘We do know that today 
there is a surge of anti-Semi-

Obituaries
Alexander Funeral Home, Inc.
Pearl Walker died Jan. 30 at Carolina Medical Center- 
University. Funeral service was held Feb. 5 at St. Paul 
Missionary Baptist Church. Burial was at York Memori­
al Park.
Alice Adger died Feb. 5 at her residence. Funeral service 
was held Feb. 9 at St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church. 
Burial was at York Memorial Park.
Samuel Archie died Feb. 13 in Charlotte. Funeral ser­
vice was held at 12 pm. Burial was at Oaklawn Park 
Cemetery.
Charles L. Wright died Feb. 6 at Carolina Medical Cen­
ter-University. Funeral service was held Feb. 12 at 
Greater Myers Chapel, P.F.M. Burial was held at Beatties 
Ford Memorial Gardens.
Barbara Holmes died Feb. 9 at Presbyterian Hospital. 
Memorial service was held Feb. 16 at Zechariah Alexan­
der Sr. Memorial Chapel.
James Mitchell died Feb. 11 the Brian Center. Memori­
al Service was held Feb. 14 at Zechariah 
Alexander Sr. Memorial Chapel. Acb
Joseph White Sr. died Feb. 2 in Philadel­
phia, Pa. Graveside service was held Feb.
7 at Beatties Ford Memorial Gardens.
A.L. Jinwright
Thelma L. Page at 4536 Sampson Street 
died Feb. 8. Funeral service was held at 
Oak Grove Baptist Church, Harrisburg,
NC.
Pearly Louise Harris Grady at 2821 Mayflower 
Road died Feb. 8. Funeral service was held Feb. 14 at 
Antioch Baptist Church.
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tism in the Middle East and 
in Europe, and it’s reaching 
the United State,” he said. T 
just fear people who don’t 
hke Jews will find reinforce­
ment in this film.”

But Samuel and the Rev. 
Buddy Corbin, pastor of 
Asheville’s Calvary Baptist

Church, beheve the movie 
should open a dialogue 
among Christians and 
between Christians and 
Jews.

“You need to reflect on the 
movie,” Corbin said. “It’s not 
the kind of thing to see and 
then just go about your busi­
ness.”
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Rock Christian Church 
of Charlotte

4400 Hobbs Hill Drive, Charlotte, NC 
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“Upon This Rock I will build my church and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it” Matt. 16:18
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Morning Worship Services - 7:45am & 1 lam

Sunday School - 9:30am - 10:30am
Intercessoiy Prayer - Friday - 7:0C^m

Wed. Bible Study 11:45am -1:00pm & 7:00pm - 8:00pm

A.C.E. Fellowship: Sun. 6:00 pm
Combined Worship - 1st Sunday @ 10:00am
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REEDER MEMORIAL 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Come and share "The Journey" with us. 
Sunday Morning Worship - 8 am and 10:45 am 

Sunday School -9:30 am 
Tuesday Bible Study-7:30 pm

A SPIRITUAL JOURNEY MKING CONNECTIONS 
WITH YOUR FUTURE

3725 Beatties Ford Rd.'704-398-2914

MOUNT CARMEL BAPTIST CHURCH
“Pastor and People Prevailing Together”

Mission Statement: “Celebrating Christ to reach, teach and equip 
people for the service of Christ”

Sunday Worship at 8:00 AM., 9:30 AM. and 11:30 AM. 
Sunday Sdiool Ministry at 9:30 A.M.

Children (4-11 yrs.), Youth (12-17 yrs.) & Nursery:ll:30 A.M. 
Small Groups and Married Couple’s: 9:30 AM. 

Wednesday: Praise Worship & Bible Study, 7 PJVL 
Youth and Children’^ Ministrv

3201 Tuckaseegee Road, Charlotte, NC 28208-3357 
Rev. Dr. Casey R. Office: 704-394-3525 Fax:7(M-394-8836

Kimbrough, I Website: www.mcbc-nc.oig.
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St. Paul Baptist Church
Our Purpose: “To convince the unconvinced 

to be convinced and make disciples”
Sunday Worship at 7:30 A.M. and 10:30 A.M. 

Sunday Morning Breakfast 8:45 A.M.
Sunday School at 9:25 A.M. - 10:25 A.M.

Radio Broadcast Sunday 11:00 A.M. (1370 A.M. Dial) 
Bible Study Wed. 12 Noon - 6:45 P.M. - 8:00 P.M. 

Youth Church 2nd & 3rd Sunday 10:30 A.M.

1401 North Allen Street, Charlotte. NC 28205 
Office: 704-334-5309

Giegcwy K Moss Sr. 
Pastor
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