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Men paying more to party
Continued from page 1D

Some men pay from $10 to 
$20 more than women do to 
get in clubs.

“The most I have ever paid 
is $25 to get in the club with
out a performance,” said 
Spriggs. “I didn’t want to pay 
that much but I didn’t want 
to be the reason my friends

turned around. I think we 
will pay those prices for one 
because we’re with our 
friends. And second, because 
we love to be where the 
women are even if we have to
pay more.

“The promoters may charge 
us that fee to make up for the 
loss they get from women. 
Plus, if the promoter has a big

Romance gets a good rap
By Alona Wartofsky
THE WASHINGTON POST

NEW YORK - Carolyn Kriz 
is a young, extremely pretty 
brunette with a glamorous 
job: She’s a media planner for 
a high-end retailer in mid
town. So it’s understandable 
that a guy harboring a crush 
on her might have a hard 
time letting go.

As she sits at her desk on a 
recent weekday afternoon, 
two men she’s never seen 
before stride purposefully 
toward her. One of them, 
dressed unexceptionally, car
ries a camera and a bouquet 
of flowers. The other is 
dressed in dyed-black animal 
hides — a suede sweater, 
leather pants and a fur- 
trimmed leather jacket. A 
large platinum and diamond 
cross hangs from his neck, 
and his left ear is decorated 
with a three-carat diamond 
stud.

She eyes them curiously. 
“What’s going on?”

“Carolyn? I’m gonna deliver 
a Rap-A-Gram for you,” says 
the man in black.

“A what?”
“A Rap-A-Gram.”
She scowls. ‘This is a joke, 

right?”
It isn’t. The man delivering 

a hip-hop version of the tradi
tional singing telegram goes 
by “Mr. R,” and he performs, 
unaccompanied, two minutes 
of urban poetry, courtesy of a 
man Kriz says she went out 
with “once or twice.”

According to Mr. R’s rap, 
their date:

“Was real, wit’ no pretend
ing / Tail met about a week

and a half ago at Happy End
ings / 'Then after that, a night 
he won’t forget / When yall 
went to his house and 
watched The Bachelorette.’ “

The sender, raps Mr. R, is:
“Cool, laid-back, not wild / 

And the first thing he said — 
he loves your style / The same 
way you love Dave Chappelle 
/ That’s why he feels that you 
and him will do well.”

Kriz spends most of the 
Rap-A-Gram cringing in 
embarrassment while her co
workers giggle and clap. 
She’s not much of a hip-hop 
fan, but she is appreciative of 
Mr. R’s efforts. The problem, 
apparently, is that she is 
somewhat underwhelmed by 
the sender.

“You have to call him,” 
advises one of her colleagues.
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Savannah, Georgia...Its intriguing past gives the city a unique grace. Savannah 
prides itself with the largest Historical Landmark District in America: a 2.2 
square mile area filled with architectural treasures that reach back to the days 
of the Revolutionary and Civil Wars. Tall and graceful town homes line 
cobblestone streets, while shady live oaks and blooming gardens accent their beau-
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name, he can do it and get 
away with it.”

The charge of admission 
doesn’t rest totedly on the 
shoulders of club owners. Pric
ing depends on the promoter.

Some Charlotte promoters 
who cater to black audiences 
even increase admission by 
$10 as the night progress.

Kriz grimaces. ‘1 can’t,” she 
says. “Fm kind of in shock. I 
don’t know.”

Afterward, Mr. R. descends 
in a shiny, spotless elevator 
and shakes his head. “The 
whole reason he did the Rap- 
A-Gram is because she was
n’t calling him back,” he says. 
“Fm like, you can spend all 
this money, but if she don’t 
like you...”

Mr. R, whose real name is 
Robert Rickenbacker, is an 
employee of Rap-A-Gram, a 
new company that provides 
customers with personalized 
raps delivered to the recipi
ent of their choice for the sum 
of $129.99.

Founded six months ago by 
Gail “Gee” Powell, Rap-A- 
Gram offers an array of mes
sages.

Celebrate Black History Month By Participating in our 6‘^
Annual

Charlotte Black Heritage Tour®"’ and . 
Pilgrimage 2004

You Get
A memoraWe visit 
to three existing 
Slave
cemeteries!
An intorrnative 
visit to a former 
Slave church!
A soul-stirring 
walk up the 
actual steps 
Slaves look to 
enter the balcony 
of a former Slave 
church!

A thought-provoking sit in the actual balcony Slaves used to worshipl 
To participate in a Traditional African Memorial Service to include 
professional Live Drumming and OLD Slave Hymns'.

□ Over 28 exciting sites of African-American interest!
G Discounts to participating venues, retailers, and restaurants!

-1 A Souvenir bag including snacks (Limited Quantity)
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Dates: Saturday February 7,14, 21,28 Times: 10:00 AM and 1:30 PM (Each 
event lasts 3 hours). Departure Location: Levine Museum of the New South 
200 E. 7th St./Uptown. Parking: FREE parking next door to museum in the 7th 

Street Station parking deck. Tickets: Purchase your tickets at the following 
locations: The Afro-American Cultural Center, 401 N. Myers St./Uptown, 704- 

374-1565: The Charlotte Museum of History, 3500 Shamrock Rd./East 
Charlotte, 704-568-1774; The House of Africa. 1215 Thomas Ave./East 

Charlotte. 704-376-6160: The Levine Museum of the New South. 200 E. 7'" 
St./Uptown, 704-333-1887. Purchase your tickets online^at 

www.aueencitvtours.com.
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COCA-COU
“EDUCATORS” OF THE MONTH
Jones & McCormick

School Social Workers,
West Charlotte Senior High School 
“The Dynamic Duo”

Jones’ Vision:
“I feel all students should be 

afforded an equal opportunity to excel 
despite their differences. ”

Wanda Jones

McCormick’s Rewards:
“I like to empower people. There is 

nothing more rewarding than Rochelle McCormick 
pinpointing various stressors that affect 

families and helping them to work through their issues. ”

There is no greater barometer of measure for how faculty affect the lives of 
children other than the testimony of alumni. Our “Educators of the Month” Wanda 
Jones and Rochelle McCormick were recommended as Coca Cola Educators of the 
Month by a 2003 graduate who is now in college. “They were just always there for us, 
giving assistance, support and understanding. As individuals they are wonderful, as a 
team, they are awesome,” says the graduate.

A native of Waterloo, SC., Wanda Jones received her bachelor’s degree in social 
work in 1990 from Johnson C. Smith University, and her master’s in 1998 from the 
University of South Carolina. Wanda joined the Charlotte-Mecklenburg school system 
shortly thereafter.

Active in professional and civic organizations, Wanda is a member of NEA (National 
Educators Association), Alpha Kappa, Alpha Sorority, Inc. and Hidden Valley Optimist 
Club. Her hobbies include playing the piano, cooking and spending time with her 
husband, John and their wo wonderful sons, Brandon, 10 years old and Ryan, age 4. 
Wanda and her family are members of Mt. Carmel Baptist Church.

Rochelle McCormick left her native city of Chicago at age 17 to 
attend Clark Atlanta University, She received her B.A, in psychology in 
1990, and returned to receive her master’s in 1994. Rochelle relocated 
to Charlotte in 1994 and accepted a position with the school system in

In her leisure time, Rochelle enjoys reading, cooking and spending 
time with her 4-year-old daughter, lyanna,

“It is my hope that every child will succeed regardless of their 
circumstances, ” says Rochelle.

Best Wishes '‘Rochelle & Wanda” From 
Coca Cola Bottling Company Consolidated

of Charlotte
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