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Bill would taiuet health care gaps
Continued from page 1A
adequate funding,” Landrieu 
said. “In my own state of 
Louisiana, we have commu
nities that are addressing 
their own needs through 
innovative programs that 
increase access to quality 
health care for everyone. 
This legislation huilds on 
efforts like those.”

Sen. Tbm Daschle (D-S.D.) 
has also introduced similar 
legislation.

“Hopefully, we can come 
together to close the gap,” 
Landrieu said

On average, African 
Americans and American 
Indians/Alaska Natives 
have higher overall rates of 
death than any other racial 
or ethnic group. American 
Indians/Alaska Natives, 
African Americans and 
Hispanics are more likely to 
report poor health. Infant 
mortality rates, which are 
one of the most sensitive 
indicators of health and well 
being of a population, are 
significantly higher in 
African Americans,
American Indians, and 
Alaska Natives.

The Closing the Health 
Care Gap Act builds on pre
vious legislation authored by 
Frist, including the Minority 
Health and Health 
Disparities Research
Education Act, which was 
signed into law in 2000.

The legislation’s sponsors 
hope the bill will improve the 
overall quality of care, 
expand access to care, 
enhance research opportuni
ties, and foster innovative 
outreach programs to 
address health care dispari
ties. It is also touted as a tool 
to strengthen leadership at 
the local and national level, 
and promote the diversity of
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Fly on the Wall is a column 
dedicated to rumor, innuendo 
and a smattering of truth for 
those of you who don’t know bet
ter. We don’t like writing dis
claimers, but the legal eagles at 
Dewey Cheatham and Howe 
insist,

WBAV-FM doesn’t have a 
Fly Jock, but that’s not keep
ing the Infinity Broadcasting 
station from being clever.

WBAV is holding auditions 
among a quartet of R&B/jazz 
singers to determine 
Joyner’s replacement. First 
up is Week 1 contestant Phil 
Perry, followed by Tony 
Terry, Vesta and finally, 
Kashif Thej'’ve all had some 
national recording success, 
but Fly wants to know 
where’s the local flavor. 
Some of us might actually be 
interested in hearing some 
Charlotte-type personalities 
in the audition derby. But, 
Fly’s going to be honest here: 
Vesta’s bubbly enough to 
win, but would she- or the 
guys, for that matter - be 
able to compete with Joyner 
for Joyner’s faithful listen
ers? We’ll find out in four 
weeks.

• The Lord helps those 
who help themselves, and 
Hood Theological Seminaiy 
helped itself last week.

The seminaiy announced 
its purchase of the Days Inn 
in Sahsbury with the inten
tion of turning the property 
into a campus. The buyout is 
part of Hood’s campaign to 
expand its campus, so don’t 
try to bunk out along 1-85 
and Jake Alexander 
Boulevard an3dime soon.

the nation’s health care 
workforce.

The bill has the support of 
leading health organiza
tions, including the predomi- 
nantly-black National 
Medical Association,
Interamerican College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, 
Association of Minority 
Health Professional Schools, 
National Hispanic Medical 
Association, and National

Urban 
League.
Former 

U.S. Health 
and Human 
Services 
Secretary 
and 
Morehouse 
School of 
Medicine 
President Emeritus Louis W. 
Sullivan M.D., former sur-

Sullivan Satcher

Medical 
endorsed the bill.

geon general 
David 
Satcher 
M.D., and 
presidents of 
Morehouse 
College 
School of 
Medicine 
and 
M e h a r r y 
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It’s a place where 100-year-old recipes are handed down.

Family recipes like the Whitfield’s Smothered Chicken have been handed down in kitchens for generations. 
The experiences you have in your home and every improvement you give it, make it more your own. Lowe's Home 
Improvement Warehouse has the largest selection and best brands of cabinets, countertops and appliances like 
Whirlpool, Maytag and Frigidaire. From inspiration to information to installation, we can help. And Lowe's has everyday 
low prices, guaranteed. If you find the same item at a lower price elsewhere, we'll beat that lower price by 10% 
when you buy from us.* That's our promise. For the store nearest you, call 1-800-44-LOWES or visit us at Lowes.com.
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