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tating AIDS epidemic, 
appear to be wearing away 
the sheen on its young 
democracy.

“Standing on the sidelines, 
failing to go to the polls, is a 
neglect of the democratic 
duty,” Nelson Mandela, 
South Africa’s first black 
president, warned an over
flowing ANC election rally.

“And in our case in South 
Africa, it can be read to sig
nal disregard for the hard 
and painful struggles that 
went into bringing about 
democracy.”

In an unusual door-to-door 
campaign from squalid 
shacks to comfortahle mid
dle-class living rooms, 
Mandela’s successor accen
tuated the ANC’s achieve
ments and asked supporters 
to he patient.

The government has built 
1.6 million houses, brought 
clean water to 9 million more 
people and now delivers elec
tricity to 70 percent of 
homes. The former socialist 
party has revived an ailing 
economy and lifted the coun

try from diplomatic isolation 
to take a leading role in 
African affairs.

Above all, the ANC has 
presided over a peaceful 
transition to majority rule 
hailed as a miracle.

“We have always known 
that our country’s blemishes, 
produced hy more than three 
centuries of colonialism and 
apartheid, could not be 
removed in one decade,” 
Mbeki said in his recent 
state of the nation address.

Lunga Makoe, a 25-year- 
old security guard, was a 
child under apartheid but 
still remembers its horrors.

“My older brothers were 
shot with rubber bullets and 
beaten by police,” he said. 
“This is why we must aU 
vote. We can never live like 
that again.”

Opponents led by the 
Democratic Alliance, expect
ed to finish a distant second, 
accuse Mbeki and the ANC 
of mishandhng the AIDS cri
sis, neglecting to crack down 
on corruption and crime, and 
failing to create jobs in the 
new “rainbow nation.”

While a new black elite is 
changing the face of South 
Afncan suburbs and board- 
rooms, life has changed little 
for millions stfll trapped in 
crowded townships and iso
lated villages.

Unemployment of more 
than 30 percent has hit poor

ly educated blacks hard, and 
the gap between rich and 
poor is increasing. An esti
mated 5.3 million South 
Africans are infected with 
HIV, the virus that causes 
AIDS - more than in any 
other country.

“Rainbow nation’ is a nice

phrase, but there is no black 
or brown in a rainbow,” 
grumbled Trevor Trout, 47, 
an unemployed father of four 
living in a cramped home in 
Cape Tbwn.

More than 20 million of the 
South Africa’s 45 million peo
ple have registered to vote

for a 400-member National 
Assembly, which will then 
choose a president. Nine 
provincial assemblies also 
win be elected and they, in 
turn, win select delegates to 
the 90-member National 
Council of Provinces, parlia
ment’s second chamber.

WH>E Never Looked
So Good!
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9129 Monroe Rd., Charlotte. NC
Store Hours: Mon-Thur 10-6 • Fri10-7 ♦ Sat 10-6 • Sun 12-6

Non-Magnet Schools 
Allenbrook Elementary 
Ashley Park Elementary 

Bruns Avenue Elementary 
Oakhurst Elementary 
Pinewood Elementary 

Westerly Hills Elementary 
Marie G. Davis Middle 

Cochrane Middle 
E. E. Waddell High

Magnet Schools and Programs
Oaklawn Spanish Immersion 

Oaklawn Spanish Late Immersion 
Oaklawn French Immersion 

Oaklawn French Late Immersion 
Smith German Immersion 
Smith Japanese Immersion 

Smith French Late Immersion 
Statesville Road IB 
Oakhurst Paideia 

E. E. Waddell Early College

EC BED Classes
Nathaniel Alexander Elementary 

Druid Hills Elementary 
Pinewood Elementary 

Statesville Road Elementary 
Thomasboro Elementary 

Randolph Middle 
Southwest Middle 

South Charlotte Middle

CRS ('Cross-Cat') Classes 
Winding Springs Elementary 
Grier Academy Elementary 

J.H. Gunn Elementary 
Lebanon Road Elementary 

Lincoln Heights Elementary 
Statesville Road Elementary

Autistic Classes 
South Charlotte Middle

Challenging Courses 

Caring Teachers

Inspiring Character

Seats are Still Available in 
Our Award Winning Schools

CMS has begun the Open Seat Option process. From now until 
April 30, families may apply to one of 19 schools or programs, 

magnet and non-magnet. Exceptional Children seats are also 
available in several schools. The process is designed to give 

families an opportunity to consider programs with additional 
seats that may best meet their children’s educational needs.

Open Seat Option forms are available in all CMS schools, as well as at 
the Education Center (701 East Second Street). The form can also be 

downloaded from the CMS Web site at www.cms.k12.nc.us.

CharlottS'MecklenlHirB Schools

Prepare for greatness.

For more information, call 980-343-5335, logon to www.cms.k12.nc.us or watch CMS-TV3.

STOREWIDE BONUS COUPON STOREWIDE BONUS COUPON

EXTRA 20% OFF! EXTRA 20% OFF I EXTRA 20% OFF
REGULAR. SALE OR CLEARANCE ITEM REGULAR. SALE OR CLEARANCE ITEM REGULAR. SALE OR CLEARANCE ITEM

VALID THUR.-MON., APRIL 15-19.2004 VALID THUR.-MON., APRIL 15-19, 2004 VALID THUR.-MON., APRIL 15-19,2004
No dBCOum on Supsnor Vskws. Homs Best Buys, fins JswskY, Cosmeocs, Fragrances, Dooney & Bourke, Coac^ Easy Spirit*, 

Tenbertend* Shoes, Livi'^*, Lh, Docksrs*. Slates*, Columbia*, ktaology*. Special Ciccasion Brasses, Ladies' Lauren & 
Ceinn Klein Sportswear Han Schaffner Marx, Some Men's,Young Men's, Guys’ 8-20, Juniors' & ChJdren's Designer Brands; 
Junurs’ DstWrvnfl Bottoms, Hanas* UiDmeta Undarwaar, Al Bed & Designer Brands, Status China, Crystal & Silver, 

Al-Qad, Hancktls,Smal Electrics, Electromci, Personal Cara. Vacuums.Yankee Candle & Interactive Health Recknars 
Umi one kern per coupon. Extra savings % appkad to reduced pnces.

No discount on Superior Values, Home Best Buys, Fine Jewelry, Cosmetics, hagrances, Dooney & Bourke, Coach, Easy Spirit*, | 
Timbarland* Shoes, Levi's*, Lae. Dockers*. Sl^s*. Columbia*, Idaolog/, Special Occasion Dresses, Ladles' Lauren &

Calvin Klein Sportswear, Han Schaffner Marx, Some Man's,Young Men's, Guys' 8-20, Juniors' & Children's Designer Brands; 
Juniors’ Denim/Twil Bottoms, Hanes* Ultimate Underweer, All Bed & Bath Designer Brands, Status China, Crystal & Silver, 

Al-Clad, HenckeiSiSmaH Electrics, Electronics, Personal Care, Vacuums,Yankee Candle & Interactive Health Reclmers.
Limt one item per coupon. Extra savings % >pplisd to rodused pnces.

No discount on Superior Values, Home Best Buys. Fine Jewelry, Cosmetics, ‘ragrances, Dooney & Bourke, Coach, Easy Spirit*, 
Timbetiand* Shoes, Levi's*, Lee, Dockers*, Slates*, Columbia*, Ideology*, Special Occasion Dresses, Ladies' Lauren & 

Calvin Klein Sportswear; Hart Schaffner Marx. Some Men's,Young Men's, Guys’ 8-20, Juniors’ & Children's Designer Brands: 
Juniors' DenlnVTwiH Bottoms, Hanes* Ultimate Underwear, All Bed & Bath Designer Brands, Status China, Crystal & Silver, 

Al-Clad, Henckels,Srnall Eiectncs, Electronics, Personal Care, lAcuums,Yankee Candle & Interactive Health Recbners. 
Limit one item per coupon. Extra savings % applied to reduced pnces.
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HECHT'S
FINE JEWELRY BONUS COUPON
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HECHT'S
STOREWIDE BONUS COUPON

EXTRA 20% OFF! EXTRA 20% OFF M EXTRA 20% OFF
I REGULAR. SALE OR CLEARANCE

VALID THUR.-MON.. APRIL 15-19,2004
No (kscount on Supr—r 1^ -;. Homs Best Buys, Fnc Jawetry. Cosmetics, Fragrances, Dooney & Bourke, Cosc^ Essy Sprit*, 

Tmberland* Shoes. Levi's*, Let. Dockers*, Slates*, Colum^. Waotogy*. Spec«l Occasnn Dresses, Ladies' Lauren & 
Cahwi Klem SportsMa-n Hart Schalfnar Marx. Some Man’s.YDung Men’s, Guys' 8-20, Junots' & Chddran’s Designer Brands; 
Janors' DcnirvTiMl Bottoms, Hanes* Ubmaie Undenmar, Al Bed 8i Bath Designer Brands, Status Cheia. Ciystal & Sdver, 

Al-Clad. Henckal^Smal BectncL Elacironcs Personal Care, i^uums,Yankee Candle & Interactrve Hesidi Rackners. 
LrrM one ram per coupon. Extra savings % epphad to reduced prices.
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FINE JEWELRY ITEM
REGULAR. SALE OR CLEARANCE ITEM

VALID THUR.-MON., APRIL 15-19,2004 VALID THUR.-MON., APRIL 15-19,2004
No discount on Best Values. Special Event Collections 

and Watches in Rne Jewelry. Limit one item per coupon. 
Extra savings % applied to reduced prices.

I No discount on Superior Values, Home Best Buys, Fine Jeweky, Cosmebcs, Fragrances. Dooney & Bourke. Coach, Easy Sprit*, 
I Timbeiiand* Shoes, LevTs*. Lee, Dockers*, Slates*. Columbia*, Ideology*, Special Occasion Dresses, Ladies’ Lauren &I Calvn Klem Sportswear; Hart Schaffner Marx. Some Men's,Young Men's. Guys' 8-20, Juriiors' & Children's Designer Brands;
I Juniots' OetWtwH Bcooms, Hanes* Ultimate Underwear, Al Bed & Bath Designer Brands, Status China, Crystal & Silver,
I Al-Qad, KencketepSmal Electrics, Electronics. Personal Care, Vacuums,Yankee Candle & Interactive Health Reckners.
I Umt one item per coupon Extra savings % appked to reduced prices.
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-JL HECHT'S
Coupons valid on Custom Gift Wrap. Coupons not valid on previously purchased merchandisa. Coupons cannot be used on fntamat, mail & phone or special orders. Gift Canls, Beauty Salofi & Ttcketma^er. 

Not valid with any other cMipons. FumHura, Mattresses, Area Rugs & Tech Center Merchandise at^ not eligible for new account holder first day discount

Merchandise varies by store. Some sales may be in progress.
REGULAR AND ORIGINAL PRICES ARE OFFERING PRICES ONLY AND MAY OR MAY NOT HAVE RESULTED IN SALES. REGULAR PRICES ARE IN EFFECT AT L£AST 30% OF THE TIME. EXTRA SAVINGS % APPUED TO REDUCED PRICES. 

PRICES SHOWN AS “ONLY" WIU REMAIN IN EFFECT AFTER THIS EVENT. ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE MAY BE AVAILABLE AT SALE PRICES IN UPCOMING SALE EVENTS.

HECHTS.com
Shop online for just the right gift. 
Exchange or return at 
any Hecht's store.

HECHT'S
always something exciting

HECHT'S GIFT CARDS 
AVAILABLE IN ALL STORES. 

ORDER ANYTIME 1-800-424-9205 
OR HECHTS.com

http://www.cms.k12.nc.us
http://www.cms.k12.nc.us

