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Durham Baptist ministers try to 
join legal battle over gay marriage
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

DURHAM — Two Baptist 
ministers want to be named 
defendants in a gay couple’s 
lawsuit against Durham 
County for denying them a 
marriage license.

A Christian legal group 
filed a motion to allow the 
ministers to intervene in the 
civil lawsuit filed March 22 
by Richard Mullinax, 36, 
and Peny Pike, 41. The cou
ple filed their lawsuit after 
Durham Coimty Register of 
Deeds Willie Covington 
rejected their marriage 
license application.

Rev. Ernest Ferrell of 
Edgewood Baptist Church 
and the Rev. Gregory Clark 
of Guess Road Baptist 
Church, both in Durham, 
would be directly affected by 
the lawsuit because mar
riages are made official by 
the religious leaders, said 
Michael Schmidt of the 
Patrick Henry Justice Cen
ter, a Christian legal founda
tion in Laurinburg.

Schmidt said the ministers 
want”'to uphold the tradi
tional meaning of marriage.”

An attorney for MulUnax 
and Pike said she doesn’t 
believe the ministers should 
be allowed to intervene 
because the outcome of the 
case won’t directly affect 
their interests.

“Ministers aren’t obhgated 
to marry anyone,” said Cheri 
Patrick, a Durham lawyer.

Schmidt said if a same-sex

couple were able to obtain a 
marriage license, a minister 
who refused to marry them 
would be subject to lawsuits.

“This puts them directly in 
the target of being the object 
of attack,” Schmidt said.

Durham County Attorney 
Chuck Kitchen has filed a 
motion to dismiss the law
suit, arguing that the cou
ple’s attorney had filed it in 
the wrong court. Kitchen 
said the lawsuit should have 
been filed in Superior Court, 
not District Court, because 
the couple is trying to compel 
a public official to issue them 
a license.

Both motions are sched
uled to be heard May 10 in 
Durham County civil court.

The ministers say m their 
motion that it’s “highly 
improbable, if not impossi
ble” for Kitchen to adequate
ly represent their interests 
or the interests of the law.

That’s because ICitchen 
advised county commission
ers during their decision to 
offer domestic partner bene
fits to gay county employees, 
according to the motion.

Kitchen’s involvement in 
that decision and his relation
ship with the commissioners 
“demonstrate favoritism and 
bias toward acknowledgment 
of marriage between persons 
of the same gender hy provid
ing a ‘first step’ through 
Durham Cormty’s provision 
of ‘domestic partner bene-
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Summer Day program 
at Chappell Memorial
Continued from page 8B

(grcenbtlle iilemonal S.jH.e. Zion Cfjurd)
“A Teaching Ministry Making Spiritual Disciples”
Sunday Worship: 11 :(X) a.m. Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
(9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m., Isl Sunday only)
Bible Study: Tuesday 7 p.m. and Wednesday 12 Noon 
Qiild Development Center 
6116 Montieth Drive • Charlotte, N.C. 28213 
(Ph) 704-596-4742 (FAX) 704-597-8317

“A Word of Hope” Television Ministry 
Mondays @ 6 p.m. Channell 21 (Public Access TV)”

Rev. Sheldon R. Shipman, Senior Pastor

Word Of Faith West
Pastor, Rev. Samuel Guthrie, Jr.

2300 Sanders Ave.
Charlotte, NC 
704-358-1709

A Qiurch that cares 
for your soul 2 Chron. 7:14

Adults & Children’s Sunday School: 9;45am 
Sunday Services: 11:00am 

Wed. Bible Study/Prayer 7:00pm 

4th Saturday Youth Group at 2;00pm

Senior Pastor, 
Rev. & Mrs. 

Samuel Guthrie, Jr.

Mother’s let us pray for our Children led by 
Evangelist Selma Bordeaux 

1st & 3rd Saturday 12:00 Noon till 1:00 pm

(greater fflount ffloriati IBrimftibe iBantigt Churtli
747 West Trade Street • Charlotte, NC • Thomas W. Samuels, D.D., Pastor

Sunday School: 9:30AM • Sunday Worship: 11:00AM 
Senior Saints Bible Study: Wed.llNOON • Wed. Prayer Hour: 7:30PM

fits,’” the motion said.
Kitchen advised county 

leaders against granting 
domestic partner benefits,

citing an 1805 N.C. law 
against cohabitation. The 
county ended up approving 
the benefits in September.

Faith Community Church will celebrate it 32nd Anniversary 
Friday and Saturday at 7:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m., at 701 Howie 
Mine Road in Waxhaw.

May 22
The District HI ushers will hold their quarterly meeting on Sat. 

May, 22 at 10 am. in the Macedonia Baptist Church at 1300 Hatr 
eras Ave., aH youth ushers and youth supervisors are asked to 
attend.

June 14
Chappell Memorial Baptist is offering the Summer Day Pro

gram for parents in the West Charlotte area who are looking 
for a safe, learning environment for their children, ages 5-12. 
The program offers extended hours from 7 a.m. until 6 p.m. 
Monday-Friday. The program runs through July 31.

Producing Kingdom Citizens through Evangelism 
Discipteship, Worship. Fellowship, and Service

Pastor Claude R. Alc.itander, Jr.

University Park Baptist Church
6029 Boaliics Foret Rd. • Chaiiotle, NC 28216 • 704-392-1681 

The Park South 
Stmth Makktihiirg High School ,

8900 Park Ud,. Cliarlouc. NC 28210 • 704-941-0019 
Suiulay Woi sbij). H:0(hini & SumUiy School. 9- J0(Wi

Worship Times At 
University Park Baptist Church

Sunday School 7:30, 8:00. & 10:00am 
Sunday Worship 7:00,9:00 & 11:00 am & Youth Church 11:00 am 

Women's Bible Study, Monday 6:30 pm 
Men's Bible Study, Monday 7:00pm 

Bible Study, Thursday 6:30 pm 
ww’tlieparkiriiiiisiries.org

“The Seventh Day is the Sabbath of the Lord” - Exodus 20:10

Northeast SDA Church
827 Tom Hunter Rd. • P.O. Box 560647 
Charlotte, NC 28256
(704)394-5615 Office • (704)596-9767 Fax 
Frank L. Harrell, Sr. - Pastor

Sabbath School................... 9:15a.m.
Sabbath Service.................. 11:00a.m.
Wed. Prayer Service......... 7:00p.m.

rRINCE OF PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
‘^Tellins and Livim the Good News of Jesus Christ^*

- Outreach & Nurture Ministries For All Ages -
Spirit-led Sunday Worship: 11 am 

Sunday School: 9:30am 
Wed, Prayer, Praise & Bible Study: 7pm 

Radio Ministry: Fri. 10am, WGSP 1310 AM
- Rev. Quentin G. Poulson, Pastor -
3001 Beatties Fd. Rd., Charlotte, NC 28216-3731 

704-392-6098 • E-mail: POPAX@bcllsouth.netPhone:
Website: www.LutheranOutreach.org/Prince of Peace, htm

FAITH SOLDIERS WORD MINISTRIES
“Where Jesus Is Lord"

Pastor anij Mrs. 
Carl R. Turner

SERVICES
Sunday -11:00 am • Wednesday - 7:00 pm 

Friday - 7:00 pm (Intercessory Prayer) 
857 Eastway Drive 

Charlotte, NC 28205 
(704) 567-2128

FSWM is located right behind CUyside.
We are in your neighborhood.

Cull Church For Van Ministry!

®ljc Charlotte JOnst

CHURCH DIRECTORY
AME • AME ZION
East Stonewall AME 2on Church Greater Bethel AMg Church Gieetar Geheerrane AME 23n Ouch
1729 Grier Grove Road 201 GrandnRoad 531 Cairpus Street
Rev. Dr. Claude T. WMiams Dr. Walter V. Howard, Jr. Rev. CaN^ U Miller
(704)394-2540 (704)376-4345 (704)375-3900

Greenvie Memorial AME Church Weepiryg WMowAME Zion Church
6116 Montieth Drive 2220 Mrfton Road
Rev. Sheldon R. Shipman Pastor Warden Henderson
(704)59^4742 (704)532-9125

BAPTIST
Rrsl Baptist Churtoh - West Galilee Baptist Church MEKedonia Bapbst Church
1601 Oaklawn Avenue 233 Shady Lane 300 Hatteras Avenue
Dr. Ricky A. Woods Rev. F.A Griffin Dr. John H. Wafker
(704)372-10^ (704)3330810 (704) 392-6496

Friendship Baptist Church Mt. Carmel Baptist Church Reeder Memori^ Baptist Church
221 W. Bradey Averue 3201 Tuckaseegee Road 3725 Beatties Ford Road
Pastor John A. McCiiloogh Rev. Dr. Casey R. Kimbrough Dr. Don Sieger
(704)865-9016 (704)394-3525 (704) 396-2914

Mayfield Memorial Baptist Church Pleasant Hi Baptist Church Silver Mount BaptisI Church
700 Sugar Creek Road 517 Baldwin Avenue 501 W. Arrowood Road
(704)596-7935 Rev. JA Cuthbertson Or. Lincoln C. Lee

SL Uice Missionary Baptist Church
(704) 376-1201 (704) 522-1528

1600 Norris Avenue SL Paul Baptist Church Unrversrty Park Baptist (Church
Rev. Clillofd Matthews, Jr. 1401 North Anon Street 6Ci29 BeatOes Ford Ftoad
(704)375-9650 Pastor Gregory K Moss, Sr, Rev. Dr. Claude R. Alexander

Greater Providence Baptist Church
(704)3340309 (704)392-1661

2000 MRon Ronrt Rrst Mt. Zion Baptist Church
Dr. Fred Gfcson 1515 Remount Road
(704) 532-6228 Dr. C. V. Owens 

(704)332-8336

CME SEVENTH DAY
Parkwood InstHubonal CME Church Northeast SDA Church
802 Tom HuTter Road 827 Tom Hunter Road
Rev. Roderick D. Lewis, Sr. Pastor, Frank L Harrel. Sr.
(704)921-4915

EPISCOPAL
Sl MkFtaelansAI Angels Episcopal Chureft 
4228 Hovis Road 
Rev. Wendel PNBps 
(704) 399-3151

LUTHERAN
Prince erf Peace Lutheran Church 
3001 Beanies Fofd Road 
Rev. Quentin G. Poulson 
(704)3

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Faith SolCtera Word Ministries 
657 Eastway Drive 
Pastor Call Turner 
(704)567-2128

Gctfe Mooting Place Word erf - West
4100 GalantLnTSteel Creek Elam. 2300 Sanders Avenue- 
Rev. Charles W. Re«d Rev. Samuel Gulhrte. Jr
(704)825-4017 (704)368-1709

Greeter Salem Ctxsth 
5318 Salem Church Road 
Dr. Anthony 1-Jinwrî  
(704)399-5446

Greater Seiem at the Lake 
Comelue Elementary Schod 
21126 CataiMia Avenue 
Or. Anthony L Jinwright 
(704)399-5448

New Birth Christian Felowshlp 
Cochrane Mkkie School 
6400 Star Haven Drive 
Pastor Christopher Harris 
(704)531-1291

Shepherde Fold Church 
5101 Natione Ford 
Rev. Devtd Stackhouse

PRESBYTERIAN
Memorial Presbylerian Church 
2600 Beatties Ford Road 
Rev. Dr. E^ard B. Newberry 
(704)392-4752

UNITED METHODIST
Simpeon-CJospro Untied Maihodnt Church 
3545 Beattes Ford Road 
Dr./Vidrew Brc^t 
(704) 388-2717

Your source for local news
C{)arlotte

PARKWOOD INSTITUTIONAL
Christian MelhoJi.sl Episcopal Church 

Rev. Roderick D. Letvis, Sr., Pastor

802 Tom I funtcr Road • Cbarlotte, N('28213 
(Ph) 704^921-4915 (Pax) 704-921-4917

Radio Broadcast: Sat. SAM WCilV 1600AM 
Sunday Worship; SAM and 11AM 

Sunday Breakfast: 8:45AM 
Sunday Church School: 9;45AM 

Bible Study: Wed. 12 Noon and 'Uiur. 6:30PM

'‘The Church Where Everybody is Somebody 
and Christ is Lord of AH. ”

Rev. RrMtcrick D. Sr.

TRANSPORTATION AVAILAULK

“Come Let Us Worship Together”
The Friendliest Church in the City of Charlotte”

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church
(704)376-1201 Office • (704)376-3344 Fax 
Rev. J.A. Cuthbertson - Pastor

Sunday School........................ 9:30a.ni.
Praise & Worship.................... 10:45am
Worship Service..................... 11:00am
Wednesday Bible Study....... 7:00pm
Wednesday Prayer Service.. 8:00pm

Greater Providence Baptist Church
“Learning to Seek God First”

2P00 Milton Road, Charlotte, NC 282 l.t 
704-532-6228 704-532-7568 yio-

Dr. Fred Gibson, Pastor
-Come Join Us in Worship & Praise-

Sunday Wdrship 8:00 AM & 11:00 AM 
Sunday School 9:45 AM 
Hour of Power 12 Noon - Wednesdays 
Spiritual Reiiewal/Bible Study 7:00 PM Wednesdays 
fAdult, Teen, iS Youth classes)

Weeping Willow AME Zion Church
“Moving From Salvation To Discipleship”
2220 Milton Rd. • Charlotte, North Carolina 28215

Morning Worship: 8:00 AM 
11:00 AM

Sunday School: 9:30AM 
Wed. Praise & Prayer: 7:00 PM

(704)532-9125 

“THE CHURCH THAT CARES”
PasKr Warden Henderson 

& Wife Mynlc

^ God’s Meeting Place
Christian Fellowship ------------

Sunday Morning Worship.,.9:45am 
Temporary Location:Siet\t Creek Elementaiy .School 

4100 CTallam Lane • Charlotte, NC 

For Information Call: 704.825-4017

Rev. Charles Wesley Reid, Founding Pastor
“It’s Your Time - Walk Into Your Season”

Friendship Baptist Church
221 W. Bradley Ave., Gastonia, NC 28052 

704-865-9016 • Fax: 704-865-9057 
Website: www.friendshipgastonia.org

- Schedule of Services -
Early Flow Worship........................................ 8:00am
Church School.................................................. 9:45am
Spirit Flows Celebration..... /....................... 11:00am
Wednesday Bible Study and Lunch............12 Noon
Wednesday Bible In stitute...........................6:30pm
Saturday Intercessory Prayer,...................... 8:00am
Sunday Intercessory Prayer.........................7.00a.m.
Radio Ministry..,.:.................1370 daily at 5:05pm

1540 Wednesday • 10am - Saturday • 9:30am 
TV Cable Access Channel 9 • Wed. - 5:30pm &

Tue. & Thur. ~ Midnight • WBTV Channel 3 Sun 12:30a.m.

Rev, John A, McCullough^ Jr., Senior Pastor

GALILEE BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Rev, F.A. Griffin, PASTOR

Rev. F.A. Griffin

Sunday School 9:45a.m. 
Sunday Warship 11:00a.m. 

Sunday School Study - Wed. 7pm 
Prayer Service - 8pm

2933 Shady Lane • Charlotte, NC 28208 333-0810

First Baptist Church - West
18UI Uaklawn Ave. • Lharlotte, NL l'6i\b
(704) 372-1075 Office • (704) 372-2309 Fax

Dr. Ricky A. W(x>d.s, Senior Minister

Early Morning Worship.........................8:00a.m.
Sunday School....................................... 9:45a.m.
Worship Service.................................... 11:00a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study....................... 7:00p.m.

MAKING FIRST 
THINfJS FIRST

Worship 
Missions 

Discipleship' 
Evangelism

Memorial Presbvferian Church

► Church SchcM)] 9:45 A.M.
► Morning Worship 11 :(X) A M.

iemorial@infionline.net

26(H) Beatties Fd. Rd. 
Charlotte, NC 28^16 • (704)392-4752

www.memorialpresbyterian.com 
Rev. Dr. Eidward B. Newberry, PasKw

mailto:POPAX@bcllsouth.net
http://www.LutheranOutreach.org/Prince
http://www.friendshipgastonia.org
mailto:iemorial@infionline.net
http://www.memorialpresbyterian.com

