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Stephen A.’s empire
Continued from page 1C
Inquire colimms on his Blackberry, as he sits 
in the ESPN studios during commercial 
breaks. That’s a man who’s dedicated, not some 
guy who’s doing just enou^ to get by, as far too 
many of my sports-writing brethren often do.

Sports Illustrated reported recently that die 
37-year-old Smith makes more than $800,000 
a year from his various jobs. And while it’s 
imderstandable to wonder whether Smith 
actually is worth the money, you had best 
believe he’ll work hard enou^ to earn every 
penny In addition, he’s one of the best sports 
journalists I know. Scratch that. He’s one of the 
best journalists I know, which is what got him 
on ESPN in the first place.

It’s funny though. In the sports journalism 
industry, a lot of people don’t like Steve. His 
nickname among much of the mainstream 
media is “Screamin’A.” Smith. Which is ridicu
lous, since Smith doesn’t come close to b«ing

the loudest or most obnoxious sportswriter on 
TV Ever heard of Mike Lupica of the New York 
Daily News? Or Bob Ryan of the Boston Globe? 
Both are older, whiter and more explosive than 
Smith. Still, we’ve yet to hear such offensive 
nicknames for those men.

But that’s just part of the deal in diis busi
ness, if not this country

Nonetheless, Steve’s equipped to handle it.
No, we won’t always agree with what he does 

on his TV show. Heck, I’ll go ahead and admit 
that I think the show’s one-hour time span is 
too long. But m keep watching. He can carry 
this torch.

Tb Steve, I say, “Keep screamin’.”
Tb the naysayers, I say, ‘Keep your yappin’.”
This empire definiMy strikes back.
E-mail C. Jemal Horton at seejemalwrite@aolx’om.

Preseason answers questions
Continued from 1C
it down a couple of notches. 
Free-agent pickup Mike 
Wahle is the major acquisi
tion, while Travelle Wharton 
is emerging as a productive, 
if not ground-breaking tack
le. Jeff Mitchell and Jordan 
Gross are the anchors.

• Are there enough run

ning backs? The Panthers 
are proceeding as planned 
without Stephen Davis, who 
is recovering from knee 
surgery DeShaun Foster is 
the starter for the time 
being, but he’ll likely be 
spelled by a committee led

by second-round draft pick 
Eric Shelton. Don’t forget 
Nick Goings, who filled in 
capably for Davis and Fost^, 
and Rod Smart, the third- 
string back in 2004 who 
went down with a knee 
injmy
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THE PAR-BUSTERS 
GOLF GROUP

Presents the 2005 Par - Busters Open
Crystal Creek Golf Club 

Highway 51 at Miller Road 
Pineville, NC 28134 • (704)588-2640

Saturday and Sunday, 
August 20 & 21, 2005

Will take the first 125 players
Percentage (%) of proceeds to benefit Sickle Cell 
Regional Network and the Junior Golf Program

$5,400.00 Amateur Golf 
Tournament

36 HOLE MEDAL PLAY 
Tee Times: 8 AM - 12:30 PM on Saturday 

Sunday • Shotgun: 7:30 AM

NO EXCEPTION!!!!!
Spikeless Shoes Must Be Worn

Championship Flight • Senior Flight • Ladies Right 
First Flight • Second Flight • Third Pkght • Fourth Flight

ENTRY FEE: $125 per person 
(includes green fees carts)

Closest to the. pin on all Par 3'son Saturday & Sunday 
Longest drive on Saturday tSc Sunday

Skin Pot on Saturday

Contact John Love: 704-392-1036

CHARLOTTE STING
NEW YORK LIBERTY

FRIDAY, AUGUST 12 • 7:00 PM

POSTGAME CONCERT FEATURING
ANOINTED

Multi-time Dove Award Mnners

TICKETS STARTING AS LOW AS $10
704.424.WNBA * duHlotto i^com • tickBttnaster.com 

Special discounts avsilable for groups of 10 w more

MAKE YOUR TEAM A PART OF OUR TEAM
4 Tickets • 4 Hot Dogs • 4 Popcorns* 4 Sodas

6real Family Entertainment %loe 
With The Charlotte Sflng

ONLY$48
REMAINING HOME GAMES... 

Tuesday, August 23 ys. Detroit Saturday August 27 vs. Connccttcut

ORDER YOUR STING FAMILY PACK ONLINE AT CHARLOTTESTING.COM OR BY CALLING 704.424.WNBA

PROFESSIONAL FLOORING

MOBLEY’S
Visit Our 

Showroom

4930
Albemarle Road
Charlotte, NC 28205

Residential & Commercial 
Carpet Cleaning,Sales & Service

• New Carpet Sales • VCT • Hardwood Flooring 
• Ceramic & Marble Tile

ThauJu U thU U m%
New Carbet InstalledCarpet Installed

Carpet, Pad & Labor

99
per yardOnly $21.

Carpet Cleaning
“3” Rooms & Hallway

Only $105."
400 Sq. ft.

Vinyl Floor
Congoleum & Armstrong

99
per yardOnly $15.

Duct Cleaning

Only $20 per vent

“For Your Health”
Remove the Dust From Your Vents!

“SPMCUmWaUd Withms Ad Only 
Eddie Mobley, Sr. • Eddie Mobley, Jr.

Ph; 704-531-0155 • Fax: 704-536-4272
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The 12th Annual
Urban League Guild Golf Tournament

The plush Verdict Ridge Golf & Country Club in Denver, NC on September 19th. An 
exciting day of golf, fun and fellowship. The day will begin with registration at 10:30 AM. 
A shotgun start at 12:00 noon for an upwards of 120 players. Included in the day’s events 
Hole-in-One, Longest Drive, Closest to the Pin, Bloomin’ Onion and “Beat the Pro.’’. A 
cart lunch will be provided, as well as a steak dinner from Outback Steakhousc, followed 
by an awards ceremony and door prizes!

Be a tournament sponsor, your tea deductible sponsorship(s) and gift(s)-(less the value of 
the cost of services received), helps to provide funding for our progreuns. By becoming a 
sponsor your company will be prominently displayed on our website, on all promotional 
materials and in our tournament program on the day of he event.
By taking advantage of one or more of the sponsoring opportunities, you will he helping 
to support the Urban League and its mission as we work to expand services to the com
munity. This is a combination that is hard to beat!

Any questions call
Gene Buccelli at the Urban League at 

704-373-2256, ext. 214 
or

Sarah Bisland Biggers 
at ext. 205.
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