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Black United Methodist pastors make history
Continued from page 8B

minister fix)m Nashville, said 
such an event also instills 
pride because they learn the 
history of African Americans 
in the UMC. But while the 
pastors were leaming their 
history, Ross said they were 
also preparing them to han­
dle issues that face the 
church today

“We have in today’s society 
an almost amoral culture,” he 
said in talking about the need 
for the black church. “Plea­
sure-seeking at whatever cost 
and it is harmfiil in a number 
of ways.”

He said that black people 
are making others rich 
because other communities 
are exploiting the addictions 
of African Americans and it is

Where should I sit?
Continued from page 8B

table and sits down as if it were reserve for him. Unfortu­
nately someone comes along, taps him on the shoulder 
and says, ‘Tm sorry you’re going to have to move. This is 
not your seat. YouT have to frnd another table, and 1 think 
there’s one in the back!”

Tb the snickering of the other invited guests, this once 
self-important person shrinks back to the less honored 
seat. Such a foolish error! Arrogance is his downfall. Had 
he not assumed a certain level of importance, such humil­
iation would have been avoided. Next Jesus suggests a 
stratergy to save a person frx)m this type of shame.

Humble are promoted (w. 10,11)
10. But when thou art bidden, go and sit down in the 

lowest room; that when he bade thee cometh, he may say 
unto thee, Friend, go up higher; then shalt thou have wor­
ship in the presence of them that sit at meat with thee.

Go back to the previous illustration of the elected official 
comii^ to town. You’ve come into the convention haU and 
seated yourself in the farthest comer of the budding, per­
haps more distant frx)m the official than anyone else.

Next you see him stand and begin peering into the 
crowd. Perhaps he asks for assistance in finding you. 
When he finally sees you, he smdes and begins motioning 
for you to come up fixjnt. He’s expecting you to sit with 
him. In full view of all, you make yoiu* way up front. How 
much better this is than to assume a place at the firont only 
to be sent away in shame.

Jesus tells us not to make false assumptions about p^- 
sonal importance. Start by sitting in the back and being 
thankful for ev^ being asked to come in the first place. 
Then the one who invited you may give you a great honor 
by escorting you to the head table. That would be tremen­
dous, so much better than being told to move because 
someone more inlportant than you needs a good seat.
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“The Seventh Day is the Sahhath of the Lord” - Exodus 20:10

Northeast SDA Church
827 Tom Hunter Rd. • P.O. Box 560647 
Charlotte, NC 28256
(704)394-5615 Office • (704)596-9767 Fax 
Frank L. Harrell, Sr. - Pastor

Sabbath School................... 9:15a.m.
Sabbath Service................ 11:00a.m.
Wed. Prayer Service........ 7:00p.m.

(@reeiti)illc ilkiiiorial Hion Cljurcl)
“A Teaching Ministry Making Spiritual Disciples” 

Sunday Worship Service lOA.M. Sunday School 9A.M. 
Bible Study; Tuesday 7 P.M. & Wednesday 12 Noon 

Child Development Center 
6116 Montieth Dr. Charlotte, NC 28213 
(Ph) 704-5964742 (Fax) 704-597-8314

“A Word of Hope” Television Ministry 
Wednesdays @ 8 p.m. Channell 21 (Public Access TV) 

Rev. Dr. Sheldon R. Shipman, Senior Pastor

Prince of peace Lutheran church

“Tellins and Livine the Good News of Jesus Christ”
- Outreach & Nurture Ministries For All Apes -

Spirit-led Sunday Worship; 11 am 
Sunday School: 9:30am 

Wed. Prayer, Praise & Bible Study: Vpm 
Radio Ministry: Sun. 2:45pm, REJOICE 1370 AM
- Rev. Quentin G. Poulson, Pastor -
3001 Beatties Fd. Rd., Charlotte. NC 28216-3731

Phone: 704-392-6098 • E-mail: POPAX@bcnsouth.net
^ T ,.♦!______r\..._____u____m_;______ r rv .. JWebsite: www.LutheranOutreach.org/Prince of Peace, htm

Word Of Faith West
rnPastor, Rev. Samuel Guthrie, Jr.

2300 Sanders Ave.
Charlotte, NC •704-358-1709

A Qiurch that cares 
for your soul 2 Quun. 7:14

Adults & Children’s Sunday School: 9:45ain 
Sunday Services: 11:00am 

Wed Bible Study/Prayer 7:00pm 
4th Saturday Youth (Troup at 2:00pm

Senior Pastor, 
Rev. & Mrs. 

Samuel Guthrie, Jr.

4th Fridays Youth Outreach Meetings

up to ministers to help 
strengthen families and indi­
viduals spiritually

Because of that added pres­
sure on pastors, Ross said it’s 
important for ministers to 
come tcgetiier and talk about 
what’s going on in their com­
munities and learn firom each 
anoth^.

In March, the United

Methodist (Dhurch launched 
The National Coalition of 
Yoimg Adult Afiican-Ameii- 
can Pastors to promote Chris­
tian conferencing among 
black pastors imder age 41 in 
an effort to combat potential 
shortage of black United 
Methodist ministers.

After extensive researcli, 
the coalition found the laigest 
age group of African-Ameri­

can cleigy to be between 49 
and 53; those pastors wiU 
reiire in the next 10 yearse 
The following average mean 
group is about 29 years old.

Though the coalition is an 
independent organization 
witli no official ties to any 
group in the UMC, it was 
foimded under the banner of 
the bieiuiial Convocation for 
Pastors of African American

Churches. Tlie coalition will 
use leadership networks and 
groups, as well as national 
and regional events, to assist 
clergy in reaching tlieii’ max­
imum potential.

Funding for the group will 
come thirough dues and regis- 
ti’ation fees, along with con­
tributions firom annual con- 
fei'ences.

Mass, man leaves service to steal tmek
WE ASSOCIATED PRESS

FRAMINGHAM, Mass. - 
Churchgoer Jose Figueroa 
might not have be^ paying 
attention when his pastor 
covered the Biblical teachings 
on stealing.

Police said Figueroa, 32, of 
Providence, R.I., left in the

middle of sra^ces Sunday at 
the Asamblea de Iglesias 
Christianos de Framingham 
to break into a truck parked 
outside.

‘You can’t make this stuff 
up,” Framingham police Lt. 
Mncent Alfano said.

Figueroa pleaded innocent 
Monday and was being held

on $500 bad.
Figueroa was allegedly 

caught by tlie truck’s owner, 
Lou Chitolo, whose parents 
own a nearby convenience 
store.

Cintolo’s mother, Mary, told 
the MetroWest Daily News of 
Praiuinghaiu that her son 
saw Figueroa as he was leav-

ir^ his house to go shopping 
imd that her son held 
Figueroa down on tlie hood of 
tlie ti*uck until police anived.

“Imagine leaving church 
and going out to steal some­
thing,” said Mary Cintolo. 
“What’s this world coming 
to?’

Court reverses Ten Commandments ruling
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LINCOLN, Nebraska —A 
federal appeals court Friday 
reversed its earlier ruling 
that said a Tfen Command­
ments monument must be 
removed firom a small town’s 
park.

The ruling is the latest in a 
contentious debate being con­
tested across the United 
States, as opponents to reli­
gious moments say they 
breach the constitution’s sep­
aration of church and state, 
while other groups say they 
simply reflect the nation’s 
historic religious roots.

The 11-2 ruling Friday firom 
the 8th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals reversed a ruling

last year fium one of the 
court’s three-judge panels 
stating that the monument in 
Plattsmouth, about 60 miles 
northeast of Lincoln, must be 
removed.

The court cited a Jime rul­
ing by the U.S. Supreme 
Court that said it was consti­
tutionally permissible to dis­
play the Tfen Commandments 
on the grounds of tlie Ibxas 
Capitol.

But on the same day the 
Supreme Comt made the 
Tfexas ruling, it also issued a 
ruling that struck down Tbn 
Commandments displays 
inside two Kentucky court­
houses.

The Supreme Court said

“Come Let Us Worship Together”
The Friendliest Church in the City of Charlotte”

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church
517 Baldwin Ave. • Charlotte, NC 28204 
(704)376-1201 Office '(704) 376-1210 Fax 
Rev. JA Cuthbertson - rasior

Sunday School..........................9:30a.ni.
Praise & Worship......................10:45ani
Worship Service......................  ll;00ani
Wednesday Bible Study........7:00pni
Wednesday Prayer Service.. 8:00pm

®l)t Ctiarlotte JPoSt
CHURCH DIRECTORY

AME ‘ AME ZION
Greater Betfwl AME Chlfch QB*rGB»BaT3’eA\€ZcnOiiUi
ZOiaandnRoad 531 Canpus Sfrwt
Or.V\aierVHoviert,Jr. Rev. Calvin L WIer
{704)37e-1345 (704)3750800

GreenvUle Memorial 
AME Zon Chuicti 
©116 Montieth Dr,
Dr. Sheldcn R. Shipman 
(704)598-4742

Weeping Yttow AME Zion ChLich 
2220 Mtton Road 
Pasta Wanlel Henderson 
(704)532-9126

BAPTIST
RrsI Baptist Ctucti - Wtet 
1801 Oal4aMn Avenue 
Dr. RckyA. WDods 
(704)372-1075

Gdtee Bapfet (2tuch 
233 Shady Lane 
Rev. F. A CiWIn 
(704)3330810

stChuch 
300HaBerasAvEnie 
Dr. John H Vi^ker 
(7O4)302'©486

Friendship Baptist Ouch 
221 W. EtaleyAverus 
Pasta JohnA MiOJou^ 
(704)805-9016

ML Carmel BapksI Ouch 
3201 Tickaseegee Road 
Rev Dr. Casey R. Kkrtreugh 
(7O4)304<3525

Reeda Memoilet Baptet Church 
3725 Bettes Fad Road 
Dr DonStega 
(704)306-2914

Mayfield Memorial Baptel Ouch 
700 Sugar Creek Ro^ 
(704)598-7935

St Lute Msstonary Barest Ouch 
1600 Nans Averue 
Rev dXffcrd Maflhev«6, Jr 
(704)3^9850

Pleasant HI Baptist Ouch 
517 Baldwin Averue 
Rev. JA CUhbertsen 
(704)376-1201

9lva MojH Bapfist Ouch 
501 W ArrowoodRoad 
Dr Lincoln C. Lee 
(704)522-1528

Greater Providence Bapfet Ouch 
2000 Mtton Fkead 
Dr. Fred Gibecn 
(704)532-8228

St PaJ Baptist Ouch 
1401NorihAJ6nSteet 
Pasta Gregory K. Moss, Sr. 
(704)334-5309

University Park Bepist (Dhurch 
8029 Beaftes Ford Road 
Rev Dr. Oaude R Alexanda 
(704)392-1081

Firet Ml. Zon Bapttst Ouch 
1515 Remount Road 
Dr. C. V Owens 
(704)332-8336

Trinity R 
Rev. Eric R. k 
(704)3030130

CME SEVENTH DAY
Parkwood InsttJfional CME Ouch 
802 Tom hirter Road 
Rev Roderick D. LesMS, Sr 
(704)921-4915

Nohheast SDA Ouch 
827 Tom Hunter Road 
Pasta. Frar* L Harel, Sr. 
(704)394-5815

EPISCOPAL
SLMchaelaneAfAngeteEpiscqMi Ouch 
4228 Hovis Road 
Rev. WencMI PMfeps 
C7O4)306<3151

No Walts Mrwitry 
3700 Freedom Dr. 
Bishop Steve L Carlton 
(704)392-5100

LUTHERAN

Abundant Life Tabernacle 
725 \^leydale Road 
Btehop T.L Glerm

Prince of Peace Lutheran Ouch 
3001 Beenes Fad Road 
Rev. Guerin G. PoUsen 
(704)3

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Gotft Meeing Place Wjrd of Fati - Vteel
4100 GalanlLn.fiteef Creek Bern 2300 Sanders Avenue 
Rev Oiartes W Reid Rev Samuel GUhne, Jr
(704)82&4017 (704)358-1709

Oeater Salem Ouch 
5318 Salem Ouch Road 
Or Anthony L Jinwn^ 
(704)309^448

(greater Sdem el tie Late 
Cemeius Bemenlary School 
21126 Cetawba Avenue 
Pasta Hamel Jriwri^ 
(704)399^448

New Brti Chrislan Felowehip 
Cochrane Mdde Schod 
6400 Star hlaven Drive 
Pasta Onslcpha Hams 
(704)531-1291

Shephenls Fold (3tuch 
5101 Naions FenS Rood 
Rev David Stadhouse

UNITED METHODIST
SkrpsorvQlespre Unted Metrrfsl Ouch
3545 Beates Ford Road
Rev
(704)388-2717

the key to whether a display 
is constitutional hinges on 
whether there is a religious 
purpose behind it.

Those rulings meant thou­
sands of Tfen Commandments 
displays around the nation 
wili be validated if them pri­
mary purpose is to honor the 
nation’s legal, rather than 
religious, traditions. Location 
also will be consideirod, with 
wide open spaces more 
acceptable than schoolhouses 
filled with young students.

It was on this basis that the 
federed appeals court in

Nebraska made its Friday 
decision.

“The Plattsmouth monu­
ment makes passive and per­
missible use of the text of the 
Tfen Commandments to 
acknowledge tlie role of reli­
gion in oiu’ nation’s heritage,” 
Judge Pasco Bowman wrote 
in the niling.

Th.e Plattsmouth monu­
ment was eirocted in 1965 and 
is among hundi’eds donated 
to cities and counties aromid 
the nation in the 19508 and 
1960s by the Fraternal Order 
of Ea^es, a civic organiza­
tion.

Disc^leship, Worship, Fellowship, and Service

Pastor daideR. Alexander, Jr.

I'nivmky Park Bapltst Church
6029 Beatties Ford Rd. • Charlotte, NC 28216 • 704-392-H)81

The Park South
13733 Lancaster Hwy (Hw): 521) • Pfneville, NC 28134 ♦ 704-941-0019 

Sunday Worship, 8:30am & Sunday Sciml, 10:0()am

Worship Times At
University Park Baptist Church

Sumtay WorsMfj 7:00,9:30&It:30<m & Youtl) Omreh, Il:30am 
Women’s Bible Study. Monday 6:30pm 
Men's Bible Study, Monday 7:00pm 

Bible Study, Thursday 6:30pm 
wvw.ihepaii(in(iilslrlis.org

Weeping Willow AME Zion Church
“Movins; Fnnm Salvation To Dtsc^eship’
2220 MihDri SA • Chartolfe Norti Catdjna 2*215

Mornb^ Wnrshq}; 11:01) AM 
1IJ)«AM

SliiMlay Scfauil: 9:JaAM 
Wed. Praise & Prawn 7,'(I0 PM

(704)532-9125 

•rifE emmt rmr cares’'
FjiA* WIaiIcM Hatfiosui

First Baptist Church - West
tout uaKiawn Ave. • cnariotte, NL lazib

(71)4) 372-1075 Office • (704) 372-2309 Fax

Dr. Ricky A. Woods, Senior Minister

Early Morning Worship..........................8:(X)a.m.
Sunday School......................................... 9:45a.m
Worship Service......................................  11 :(X)a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study......................... 7;(X)p.m.

MAKING FIRST 
THINGS FIR.ST

Worship
Missions

Discipleship
Evangelism

Friendship Baptist Church
221 W. Bradley Ave., Gastonia, NC 28052 

i 704-865-9016 • Fax: 704-865-9057
Website: www.friendshipga.stonia.org

- Schedule of Services -
Early Flow Worship.........................................8:00am
Church School...................................................9:30am
Spirit Flows^Celebration...............................10;45am
Wednesday Bible Studis................Seniors., lO.OOam

........................12 Noon and 6:30 pm
Wednesday Intercessory Prayer,...............6-6:30 pm
Spirit Flow-s Radio Broadcast.WGAS & WOGR 

1540 AM, - Wednesdays at 9:30am 
WLTC & WGOS 1350 AM Saturdays at 9:30 am

TttMd
Pastor John A McCullough, Jr. 

& Rev. Dekota G. McCullough

FRIENDSHIP CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
“Imparting Christian values into children to enable them to 

grow academically and spiritually.”
Accepting children ages; 6 weeks - 3rd Grade 

ABeka Curriculum • Spanish & Music Classes 
• Computer Learning Center

Rev. Dekota Grier McCullough, Principal„ , Tipc
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 704-865-90I6 

Rev. John A. McCullough, Jr., Senior Pastor

mailto:POPAX@bcnsouth.net
http://www.LutheranOutreach.org/Prince
http://www.friendshipga.sto

