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HomosexuaKty causes rift between religious groups
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LAGOS, Nigeria —Nigeria’s 
Anglican diurch has deleted 
all references to its mother 
church from its constitution, 
deepening a rift over homo
sexuality but stopping short of 
a feared schism.

A stat^nent on the church’s 
Web site Ihesday said “all for
mer referraices to ‘communion 
with the see of Canterbury’ 
were deleted” at a meeting 
last week. Instead, the consti
tution affirms its ties with all 
churches that maintain the 
“faith, doctrine, sacrament 
and discipline of the one holy 
Catholic and apostolic 
church.”

With 17.5 million Anglicans, 
Nigeria has a strong voice in 
the 77 million-memb^ world
wide Anglican Communion. 
Nigerian Anglican Archbishop 
Peter Akinola has emerged as 
a leader of Anglican conserva
tives around the world, taking 
a key role throu^ the Global 
South grouping of churches in 
Africa, Asia and Latin Ameri
ca in opposing any church 
acceptance of homosexuality

The Nigerian and Ugandan 
churches broke ties with the 
U.S. Episcopal Church over 
its 2003 consecration of a gay 
bishop living with a partner. A 
dispute over same-sex mar
riages in England has deep
ened divisions.

No one was available to 
comment Thesday on behalf of 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
Rowan Williams or the Angli
can Communion office in Lon
don about the changes in the

Nigerian church’s constitu
tion.

Williams has stru^.ed to 
keep liberals and conserva
tives firom a formal break. 
But some fear an unbridge
able lift has opened between 
liberals—many of them in 
North America—and conserv
atives, who are strongest in 
Africa and Asia but include 
many North American tradi
tionalists.

In an open letter to other 
Anglican leaders, Akinola 
said the Nigerian church
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gotten,” said Hanahan City 
Councilman Levy Berry “If 
we’re able to get things right, 
we’re going to really have to 
give honor where honor is 
due.”

Abraham Wiliams Jr, the 
last known living link to the 
cemeteries, foimd the first 
cemetery walking through the 
woods. Others hope to find the 
second cemetery known as 
Gadsden Cemetery said 
Melvin Reid, who plans to fol
low Williams’ verbal direc
tions when the weather cools.

The group will help search 
the entire area, said president 
Kenny Johnson.

“If we roam the whole area, 
eventually we’re going to find 
it,” Johnson said. “It’s out 
there somewhere.”
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changed its constitution ‘so 
that those who are bent to 
walk a different path may do 
so without us.’

“We have chosen not to be 
yoked to them, as we prefer to 
exercise our freedom to 
remain faithful,” he said.

The Nigerian church said 
its constitutional changes 
allow it to set up missions out
side Nigeria and cater for 
churchgoers unhappy with 
recent theological innovations 
encouraging practices which 
the Nigerians recognize as

sm.
That appeared to refer to 

the United States. Nigerians 
and other Africans already 
have arrangements with 
some consei*vative U.S. 
parishes whose membei*s 
object to the U.S. Episcopal 
Cliurch’s stand on homosexu
al clerics. Nigeiia also has 
established its own churches 
in the United States for 
Africans and othei' who do 
not want to attend churches 
linked to the U.S. Episcopal 
(2hurch.
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221 W. ETadtey Avenue 3201 Tuckaseegee Road 3725 BeaOee Ford Road
Pastor John A McOSough Rev Dr Casey R Kimbrcjugh Dr.OonSteger
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700 Sugar Creek Ro^ 517 Baldwin Avenue 501 W. Arrowoed Road
(704)566-7905 Rev. J.A Cuthbertson Dr. Unedn C. Lee

(704)376-1201 (704)522-1528
Si Luke Mssenary Baptst Chuch 
1600 NomsAverue Si PaU Baptist Church University Park Baptst Chuch
Rev CSHord Mathews, Jr. 1401 Nerfi 74en Street 6029 Beatles Fad Road
(704)375-9050 Pastor Gregcry K. Moes, Sr Rev. Or, Oaude R Alexander

(704)3346306 (704) 362-1681
Greater Providence Baptist Chuch 
2000 MHcn Road RrsI Ml. Zion Baptst Chuch Trinity Park Ba^st Church
Or FredGhson 
(704)532-8228
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Dr. C. V OAens 
(704)332-8335

9115Trinrty Ra.
Rev. Eric R. Mifier 
(704)3636130

CME SEVENTH DAY
Parkwood Insitulonal CME Chuch NortieaetSDA Chuch
802 Tom Muter Road 627 Tom Hunter Road
Rev Rodehek 0. Lewis, Sr. Pastor, Frank L Harrel, Sr
(704)^-4615 (704)3646015

EPISCOPAL
St. ^fchaei are Pi Prqete Episxpat Chuch 
4228 Hovis Road
Rev Wenttell Ptvihpe
(704)30&3151

LUTHERAN
Prroe d Peace LUheran Church 
3001 Qsalkee Ford Roal 
Rev QuenfnG Pcdecn 
(704)31

No Walls MnisW 
3700 Freedom Dr 
Etehcf) Steve L Carlton 
(704)362-5100

Abundant Lite Tabernacle 
725 V^eydate Ro^ 
Bishop T.L Glerm 
(704)364-6274

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

Greater S^em Church 
5318 Salem Chifch Road 
Or Anhony L JhtMight 
(704)3666448

Greater Sdem d the Lake 
Camefuis Bemedary School 
21126 CataMba Avenue 
Paelcr Haniet Jnwright 
(704)3666448

God's Meeteig Race WtarddFati-Wast
4100 GalantLn^teel Creek Bern 2300 Soidere Avme 
Rev Chartes W Rex) Rev Samuel Gu»he, Jr
(704)825-4017 (704)358-1706

New Bhh Chiieian Felcwehip 
Cochrane Mdde School 
8400 St9 Haven Drive 
Paster Chnelcpher Hanis 
(704)531-1291

Shepherds Fdd Chuch 
5101 Nakre Ford Road 
Rev David StacMicuBe

UNITED METHODIST
SripecrvGieepte Unrted Metfiodet Chuch 
3645 BeaAes Fud Road 
Rev Walter Peguee 
(704)388-2717

Al'chbishop Akinola has 
described the blessings of 
same-sex unions and gay 
bishops as a “Satanic attack” 
on the church.

Akinola also slanuned a 
July 25 announcement fium 
England’s bishops that gay 
priests in same-sex partner
ships wdll remain in good

standing as long as they 
promise to follow church 
teaching that limits sexual 
relations to heterosexual 
marriage.

The Eng^h bishops’ state
ment was a response to a new 
law on same-sex paitner- 
ships iiT Britain, which goes 
into effect Dec. 5.

Grcater.Salcni Church
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Their type of laying on of hands was not to bless the apostles. It 
was, in fact, to arrest them. Peter and John were arrested and 
kept in jail overnight because Jewish law did not allow trials at 
ni^t. Although the Jews were under Roman rule, the Sad- 
ducees were given almost unlimited authority over the Tbmple 
guards thereby easily fadlitating the arrest of Peter and John. 
The only reason the Sadducees had, and needed to arrest them 
was that the apostles’ teachings contradicted their beliefs and 
teachings.

Because it was already evening, the Sadducees had the apos
tles arrested and detained ovem^it. Their intent was to try the 
apostles the following day However, no matter what they had 
planned, nothing could change the fact that nearly 5,000 men 
had heard eind accepted the (kjspel message the apostles had 
preached and now were a part of the Jerusalem church.
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University Park Baptist Cburch

Sunday Wor^ip 7:00,9:30&ll:30am & YouA Cburcb, II:30am 

Wompn's Bible SHufy, Monday 6:30pm 
Men's Bible Study, Monday 7:00pm 

Bible Study, Thursday 6:30pm 
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11^ AM
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First Baptist Church - West
1 oU 1 Uaklawn Ave. • Lharlotte, ML zoz 1 b

(704) 372-1075 Office • (704) 37^2309 Fax

Dr. Ricky A. Woods, Senior Minister

Early Morning Worship............................8:00a.m.
Sunday School..........................................9:45a.m.
Worship Service...................................... 11:00a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study......................... 7:(X)p.m.
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Worship
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Discipleship
Evangelism

Friendship Baptist Church
221 W. Bradley Ave., Gastonia, NC 28052 

'^1 <1 704-865-9016 • Fax: 704-865-9057
' Website: www.friendshipgastonia.org

- Schedule of Services -
Early Flow Worship...................................... 8:00am
Church School................................................9:30am
Spirit Flows Celebration.............................10:45am
Wednesday Bible Studis...............Seniors,.10:00am

.....................12 Noon and 6:30 pm
Wednesday Intercessory Prayer...............6-6:30 pm
Spirit Flows Radio Broadcast.WGAS & WOGR 

1540 AM, • Wednesdays at 9:30am 
WLTC & WGOS 1350 AM Saturdays at 9:30 am

Pastor John A McCullough, Jr. 
& Rev. Dekota G. McCullough

FRIENDSHIP CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
“Imparting.Christian values into children to enable them to 

grow academically and spiritually.”
Accepting children ages: 6 weeks - 3rd Grade 

ABeka Curriculum ♦ Spanish & Music Classes 
• Computer Learning Center

Rev. Dekota Grier McCullough, Principal 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 704.865-9016 

Rev. .John A. McCullough, Jr., Senior Pastor
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