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Widely-endorsed public school book cleverly avoids trouble
By Richard N,. OstUng 
TilE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Think it’s impossible to cre
ate a textbook about the Bible 
for public hi^ schools that’s 
acceptable to varied faiths 
and legal in the eyes of 
churdi-state separationists?

That’s the goal of the Bible 
Literacy Project of Fairfax, 
Va. And judging fiom initial

reactions, it succeeded hand
somely with its new “The 
Bible and Its Influence,” just 
issued for use in the 2006- 
2007 school year.

Bible Literacy’s strategy is 
to respect all religions and 
shun divisive controversies 
about tablical interpretation, 
merely reporting these when 
they’re relevant.

For instance, here’s how the

touchy issues surrounding 
creation are handled; “Schol
ars and faithful readers differ 
on the date and authorship of 
Genesis. Even within the first 
two chapters, some see two 
distinct creation narratives.... 
Some read Genesis as a liter
al accovint of the mechanics of 
creation. Still others read it as 
a poem about God’s relation
ship with humans. Many

read the book as both.”
Consider these endorsers of 

this textbook • folks who 
rarely agree on much else:

• Robert Alter, Hebrew pro
fessor at the Univ«^ity of 
California, Berkeley

• Harold Bloom, Yale Uni
versity literary critic (an 
agnostic in religion)

• John Collins, Yale Old Tfes- 
tament professor (Catholic)

• (Charles Colson, prison 
evangelist (Baptist)

• Jean Bethke Elshtain, 
University of Chicago ethics 
professor (Lutheran)

• Jfed Haggard, president, 
National Association of Evan
gelicals

• Frederica Mathewes- 
Green, Eastern Orthodox 
author

• Joseph Stowell, retired

president of the very conserv
ative Mcxxly Bible Institute

• Bishop Richard Sklba, 
chairman, Catholic Biblical 
Association

• Marc Stem, American 
Jewish Congress attorney 
and advocate for strict 
church-state separation

• Leland Rjhen, English 
professor at evangelical

Please see BiBLE/5B

First black churchman has been installed as archbishop of York
VIE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LONDON-The Church of 
England ranfirmed Ugandan- 
born John Sentamu on 
Wednesday as archbishop of 
York, making him the first 
black archbishop in the neeirly 
SOO-year history of the state 
church.
Sentamu, 56, was confirmed 
as 97th archbishop of York in 
a ceremony held at St. Mary- 
le-Bow church in central Lon

don He will not formally take 
up his ministry until his 
enthronement at York Min
ster on Nov. 30.
The archbishop of York holds 
the church’s second-hi^iest 
position after Archbishop of 
Canterbury Rowan W^ams, 
leader of the worldwide Angli
can Communion.
Sentamu has been bishop of 
Birmingham, Britain’s sec- 
ond-laigest dty, since 2002.
A campaigner against racism
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National recording artist Jacqueline Beatty Greene performs 
at the Gospel Extravaganza and Public Mass Meeting held at 
Silver Mount Baptist Church on West Arrowood Road on 
Oct 6.
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and gun crime, he has recent
ly led demonstrations against 
the Iraq war.
Sentamu has been part of a 
committee attempting to 
mend a rift in the church 
caused by the appointment of 
an openly homosexual bishop 
in a diocese of the U S. Epis
copal Church. He called for 
reconciliation on the issue, 
which has brought the church 
close to schism, uiging more 
traditionalist African pri
mates not to break with the 
Andean Communion.
But Sentamu said he stood by 
the Lambeth Resolution of 
1998, which rejects homosex
ual practice as “incompatible

with scripture,” and rules out 
gay marriage in church.
He is the first black person to 
hold such a senior position in 
the history of the (2hurch of 
England since its foimder

King Henry Vin broke with 
the Vatican nearly 500 years 
ago over his desire to divorce 
his first wife, Katherine of 
Aragon.
Sentamu succeeds the Most

Rev. David Hope, who 
resigned in 2004 to spend his 
last years before retirement 
working as a parish priest.
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In Rom. 9:13 we find these words: “...Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.” A 
preacher’s wife said to me when I quoted that Scripture: “I can’t conceive of God haling 
anyone.” Well, that is because the “god” she knows is not the God of the Bible but a 
figment of her blinded and depraved imagination. You cannot believe one part of the 
Word of God and not believe another. The “god” you church members worship is a “god” 
you don't even talk about. You are ashamed to even talk about him and you dismiss it 
this way: “This is not the place to talk about it.” You church members don’t have 
anything to live by, let alone die by. One day I was there, my readers. But oh, the love of 
God in awakening me to my lost condition and breaking me in repentance and revealing 
Christ to my heart! I stated previously that America and our church folks have not 
repented. And you haven’t. A young religious leader said to me back in the early 80's: 
“Repentance is just a change of mind.” But oh, the change of mind that takes place in 
your heart and mind when the blessed Holy Spirit begins the work of repentance in your 
heart! It is a change toward God the Father, toward God the Son and toward God 
the Holy Spirit. Oh the change! It is not the light and frivolous manner you speak lightly 
of. If this change ever takes place in your mind and heart, it'll scare those around you to 
death. They won't understand you and will consider you unfit to live. They’ll take an oath 
to kill you. And if they can’t do that, they’ll disassociate from you. But my friend, the all- 
important thing is for you to come to know Christ as your Lord and Saviour. Chnst is 
Salvation! Do you know Him? If not, I call on you to repent! It is repent or perish! Turn or 
burn! Christ or hell! “The fool hath said in his heart. There is no God. They are 
corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good.”
(Ps.14:1) My friends, my only Hope is Christ and His Soon Coming. Sinner, your only 
Hope is Christ. Will you turn to Christ? When Christ Comes and takes His Cwn out, the 
next day the awful Tribulation will begin. Will you be taken when Christ comes? I will. 
May you turn to Him now!
Your Gospel Editor and Teacher,
J.M. Little

H
jFirsit Mt. Bon paptisit Cljurcl)
1515 Remount Rd. ‘ (Tel.)332-8335 (Fax)372-7548

28208
Sunday Morning Worship Services... 8:30 - 9:30 -11:00am
Sunday School...................................  9:45 - 10:45am
Singles Ministries (Mon.).................  6:30 - 7:30pm
Senior Citizens (Mon.).....................  10:30-4:00pm

Dr. C.V. Owens

Office Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9:00am - 4:00pm 
You are cordially invited to worship with us!

Greater Cethsemane A.M.E. Zion Church
"Dk Church umoe Community at Heart”

531 Campus Street • Charlotte, NC28216 
G'm)375-3900 ■ Fax 372-0614

Worship Services: SAM fi- HAM 
Sunday School: 9:30AM 

Bible Study: Wed. 10:30AM a 7PM 
Daycare a Afterschool Available

E-mail: gamez531@beltsouth.net
The Reverend Calvin L Miller ■ Pastor 

Reverena Karen Roberts Miller - Spouse

Greater Myers Chapel
PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP MINISTRIES

- You’re Invited to Worship With Us -
Intercessory Prayer.................................. 8:30am
Victory in The Word................................9:15am
Worship....................................................... 10:30am
Sunday Evening Total Praise...............7:00pm
Hour of Power/Tutorial avail.Wed....7:(M)pm

Visit our WebSite: www.greatermyerschapel.org 
6(M) Jordan Place, Charlotte, NC 28205 

“WAR Fellowship Ministry Covenant Partner’*
For Van Ministry 

704-377-1799

St. Michael & All Angels 
Episcopal Church :ij‘

• loin Us For Service ■
Sunday School and .Morning Worship, Sunday 10:30 am 

4228 Hovis Road • Charlotte, NC 28208

704-399-3151
Rev. Wendell Phillips, Pastor

SIMPSON-GILLESPIE
i NITED METHODIST CHURCH

M _^)pen Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors" 
t|^ -Join Us For Service -

1^ Sunday School. 9:30am • Sunday Worship. Ham 
^ Wednesday: Bible Study. 7pm

' Isi & 3rd Saturday: "Contemporaiy Worship." ^m..."leans .\liowed"

Rev. Walter Pegues, Pastor
3347 Beatties Fd Rcl, Char, NC 28216 • 104-395-211” • Van Ministry

“We Can Do All Things Through Christ 'Xho Strengthens Us"

Come Share the Vision and 
Share the Journey

Sunday Worship Services 
8:00 am and 10:45 am 

Sunday School 9:30 am

Reeder Memorial Baptist Church 
3725 Beatties Ford Road 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28216 
www.reederchurch.org

“The Seventh Dav is the Sabbath of the Lord” - Exodus 20:10

Northeast SDA Church
827 Tom Hunter Rd. • P.O. Box 560647 
Charlotte, NC 28256
(704)394-5615 Office • (704)596-9767 Fax 
Frank L. HarrelL Sr. - Pastor
Sabbath School....................... 9:15a.m.
Sabbath Service................... 11:00a.m.
Wed. Prayer Service.......... 7:00p.m.

Mayfield Memorial Baptist Church
“A Church Putting Love Into Action” 

700 SUGAR CREEK ROAD. WEST 
CHARLOTTE. NORTH CAROLINA 28213

Sunday Church School 9:30a.ra.
Worship Service 11:00a.m. and 5:00p.m. 

Baptist Training Union 5:00p.m.
Praver Meeting & Bible Study Wedneiiays 7:.30pm 

Office (704)596-7935 • Fax (704)596-1204 
Residence (704)597-1249

St. Paul Baptist Church
Our Purpose: “To convince the unconvinced 

to be convinced and make disciples” 
Sunday Worship at 7:30 A.M. and 10:30 A.M. 

Sunday Morning Breakfast 8:45 A.M.
Sunday School at 9:25 A.M. - 10:25 A.M.

Radio Broadcast Sunday 11 :(X) A.M. (1370 A.M. Dial) 
Bible Study Wed. 12 Noon - 6:45 P.M. - 8:00 P.M. 

Youth Church 2nd & 3rd Sunday 10:30 A.M.

1401 North Allen Street. Charlotte. NC 28205 
Office: 704-334-5309

Gfcgoiy K. Moss &
Pastor
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