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Mary Magdalene: Separating facts from fiction
Continued from page 8B
der elitism contrasts with the 
basic spiritual equality in bib
lical Judaism and Christiani
ty

Chilton sees “active decep
tion” in current propaganda 
that maricets “a Grk>sticism 
that never existed.” ,

But Chilton also /criticizes 
the treatment of women in 
the New Tbstament and early 
church. He sees Matthew, 
Mark and Luke as “the best 
avEiilable souires” on Mary 
because they were “nearest in 
time and ethos” to her, but

edleges that these Gospels 
conceal Mary’s centrality 

There’s good reason to 
regard Mary as important. 
But Chilton stretches tilings 
with bi’oad speculations to 
spin the Gospel passages into 
a 160-page bic^aphy 

Tb Chilton, Mary was “the 
most influential woman in 
Rabbi Jesus’ movement.” He 
theorizes that she con
tributed exorcism stories and 
other materials that found 
their way into the Gospds, 
which is possible but could 
never be proven. He also por

trays her as the exorrist-in- 
chief and spiritual guru for 
Jesus’ flock.

Mary’s only biblical appear
ance before Jesus’ crucifixion 
and resurrection is in Luke 8. 
There we learn she was 
someone “fiom whom seven 
demons had gone out” and 
that slie provided financial 
support for Jesus’ retinue.

The passage doesn’t indi
cate whether Mary’s affliction 
was physical, mental, moral 
or some comlanation of these, 
writes Canon S.S. Smalley of 
England’s Coventry Cathe

dral, Oddly, Luke doesn’t 
state that Jesus cast out the 
demons, thou^ this is speci
fied in the optional'' long end
ing” of Mark’s Gospel,

Like Chilton, Pope Gregory 
went beyond tlie biblical evi
dence in A.D, 594, saying 
Mary was the uiuiamed 
female "sinner” in the dra
matic story of Luke 7:37-50. 
There a penitent woman 
anoints Jesus’ feet and wash
es them with hei' hair and 
tears. Her sins aren’t speci
fied but many supposed she 
was a prostitute.

Mary’s key biblical activity 
is as a witiiess to Jesus’ cjiici- 
fixion and burial and his 
empty tomb on Easter morn
ing (her male colleagues 
doubted that miracle at first).

Cliilton disagrees witli the 
Gospels’ accoimt tliat Jesus 
was I'esurrected in a physical 
bcxly, tliougli in a gloiified 
form diff’ei'ent fiom simple 
resuscitation. Playing Maiy 
off against the Gosjjels, 
Chilton thinks slie felt a 
merely spiritual sense of 
Jesus’ ongoing presence.

On that, Cliilton basically

sides with Jewish historian 
Alan Segal’s "Life After 
Deatli," over against tlie pri
mary Chiistian treatment. 
“Tlie Resurrection of tlie Son 
of God” by CliUton’s fellow 
Anglican N.T. Wiight.

Writing about tJiat book, 
Aime Rice, vampii'e novelist 
and Christian returnee, says 
in her new “Christ tlie Loixi” 
tliat Wright "answere solidly 
the question that has haiuit- 
ed me all my life.”

Believers flock to see Calif. Virgin Mary statue crying tears of blood
IHE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SACRAMENTO—Carrying 
rosary beads and cameras, 
the faithful have been coming 
in a steady stream to a 
church on the outskirts of 
Sacramento for a glimpse of 
what some are calling a mira
cle; A statue of the Virgin 
Mary they say has begun cry
ing a substance that looks 
like blood.

It was first noticed more 
than a week ago, when a 
priest at the Vietnamese 
Catholic Martyrs Church 
spotted a stain on the statue’s 
face and wiped it away.

Before Mass on Nov. 20, peo
ple again noticed a reddish 
substance near the eyes of the 
white concrete statue outside 
the small church, said Ky 
Triiong, 56, a parishion^.

Since then, Triiong said he 
has been at the church day 
and night, so emotional he 
can’t even work. He beUeves* 
the tears are a sign.

“Tha*e’s a big event in the 
future—earthquake, flood, a 
disease,” Triiong said. “We’re 
very sad.”

On Saturday, tables in fiont 
of the fenced-in statue were 
jammed with potted plants.

bouquets of roses and can
dles. Some people prayed 
silently, while others sang 
hymns and hugged their chil
dren. An eldeiiy woman in a 
wheelchair wept near the 
fiont of the crowd.

A red trail could be seen 
fiom the side of the statue’s 
left eye to about halfway 
down the robe of concrete.

‘T think that it’s incredible. 
It’s a miracle Why is she 
doing it? Is it something both
ering her?” asked Maria 
Vasquez, 35, who drove with 
her parents and three chil
dren fiom Stockton, about 50

miles south of Sacramento.
Thousands of such incidents 

are reported around the world 
each year, though many tmii 
out to be hoaxes or natural 
phenomena.

The Diocese of Sacramento 
has so far not commented on 
the statue, and the two priests 
affiliated with the church did 
not return a telephone mes
sage Saturday

The Rev. James Murphy, 
deacon of the diocese’s mother 
church, the Cathedral of the 
Blessed Sacrament, said 
church leaders are always 
skeptical at firet.

Miles College president Sloan dies at 62
nIE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Birmingham, Aia. -

Miles College president the 
Rev. Albert J. Sloan, who 
broug^it the historically black 
institution back fiom the 
brink of closing, died Friday 
night at a Birmingham hospi
tal. He w^ 62.

Sloan, a Methodist minister, 
had suigery in October and 
died in the coronary unit at

Brookwood Medical Center, 
Miles spokesman Ricky Lee 
said.

The family did not release 
the cause of his death or the 
reason for his hospitalization.

Sloan was the 12th presi
dent in the school’s 100-year 
history but the first to be cho
sen fiom its ranks. He came to 
Miles in 1971 and earned a 
law degree.

He became interim presi
dent in 1989 and later presi
dent as Miles came very dose 
that year to dosing amid a 
finandal and management 
crisis.

Under his leadership, the 
college in Fairfield stabilized 
enrollment, now about 1,700, 
improved finances and
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The gospel everlasting
Continued from page 8B

20:11; Psalm 146:6). Christians gladly worship him.
God’s enemies, however, prefer to worship “the beast” of Rev

elation 13. They stubbornly resist the truth, even though they 
must be aware of the certainty of the judgment of God for their 
evil deeds.
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Friendship Baptist Church
221 W. Bradley Ave., Gastonia, NC 28052 

704-865-9016 • Fax; 704-865-9057 
Website: www.friendshipgastonia.org

- Schedule of Services -
Early Flow Worship...................................... 8;00am
Church School..................................  9:30am
Spirit Flows Celebration.............................10:45am
Wednesday Bible Studis................ Seniors..10:00am

.....................!.12 Noon and 6:30 pm
Wednesday Intercessory Prayer...............6-6:30 pm
Spirit Flows Radio Broadcast.WGAS & WOGR 

1540 AM, - Wednesdays at 9:30am 
WLTC & WGOS 1350 AM Saturdays at 9:30 am

Ttaot-
Pastor John A. McCullough, Jr. 

& Rev. DeAota G. McCullough

FRIENDSHIP CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

“Imparting Christian values into children to enable them to 
grow academically and spiritually.”

Accepting children ages: 6 weeks - 3rd Grade 
ABeka Curriculum • Spanish & Music Classes 

• Computer Learning Center

Rev. Dekota Grier McCullough, Principal;ipc
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALLr704-865-90ie 

Rev. John A. McCullough, Jr., Senior Pastor

Word Of Faith West
Pastor, Rev. Samuel Guthrie, Jr.

2300 Sanders Ave.
Charlotte, NC • 704-358-1709

A Church that cares 
for your soul 2 Chron. 7:14

Adults & Children's Sunday School; 9:45am 
Sunday Services: llKXlam 

\Wd Bible Study/Prayer 7:00pm 
4th Saturday Youth Group at 2:00pm

Senior Pastor, 
Rev. & Mrs. 

Samuel Guthrie, Jr.

®t)c Cliarlotte JJost

CHURCH DIRECTORY
AME • AME ZION

Greder Beihel AME Chuth QeelEr GetBETirre A^E Zen Outti
201 Grandn Roed 531 Campus Street
Dr V(«fterV Howard. Jr 
(704)3764345

Rev Cdvin L MIer 
(704)375-3800

Greenville Memotial
AME Zion C^iurcti Weeping WkiwAMEZionCtiunti
6116 Montietti Dr. 2220 Mfton Road
Dr. Sheldon R Shipman Pastor Wardel Henderson
(704)596-»742 (704)532-0125

BAPTIST
Rret Baptat Ctucti - Gaiioo Baptist Chucti Macedena BapM Chuch
1601 Oaldavvn Avenue 233 Shady Lane 300 htanerae Avenue
Or . FickyA Wbods Rev F A Gilflin Dr JotnH WUker
(704)372-1075 (704)3300610 (704)382-6486

Fnendeh^ Bapliet Ctunti Ml Carmel Baptet Church Reeder Memohd BepMOiunh
221 W Etadley Avenue 3201 Tuckaeeegee Road 3725 Beatkee Ford Ftoad
Paetar JohnA MoCiiough Rev Dr Caeey R Kirrprough Dr. Den Stager
(704)666-8016 (704)304-3625 (704)386-2014

MaySeld Memonal Beptist Outti Pleaaart l-B Bapsst Chuch Siver Mount Beptiet Church
700 Sugar Creek Ro^ 517 Baldwin Avenue sot W Arrowood Ftoad
(704)586-7935 Rev, J A Cuthbertson Dr (jnooInC Lee

(704) 376-1201 (704)522-1528
St. Luke Mesorvary Baplet Chuch 
laoONcmeAvarue Si PaU Baptist Ctwch Uriversty Park Church
Rev CMotd MaStcMB. Jr. 1401 Noth Alen Steel 6029 Beklee Ford FViad
(704)375-8650 Paster Gregory K. Moes, Sr Rev Or Ctaude R Alexander

(704)334-5309 (704)302-1661
Gre^ Prowdence Bapist Ctuit) 
2000 MIkxi Road First M Sen Baptst Chuch Tnnrty Park Baptst Church
Dr FredGibecr 
(704) 532-6228

1515 Remount Road
Dr C.V Owens 
(704)332-6336

0115 Trinity Rd
Rev Eric R MMIer 
(704)303^130

CME SEVENTH DAY
ParVwood Ineluicnd CME Chuch Norheael SOA Chuch
802 Tom HuSer Road 827TamhinierRc«l
FWv Roderick 0 Lews. Sr Pastor, Frank L Hanel. ST
(704)921-4815 (704)304^16

EPISCOPAL
St MtfiasI ars Al Argete Episexpai Chutii 
4228 Hosts Rxk)
Rev Wendei Ph*pe
(704) 3G&<31S1

3700 Freedom Dr 
Bishop sieve L Carlton 
(704)302-5100

LUTHERAN
SVUeydaleF 

Bahop T.L Qlerm

Prince of Peace UAheran Churdi 
3001 BesOee Ford Road 
Rev (^uenlnO Poilecn 
(704)382-6006

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
God's Meeting Place \Abtd ol Faiti - Weet
4100 Gdant Ln.^t8et Creek Bern 2300 Sarders Avtftie 
Rev Chailee W Rad Samuel Gutvie. Jr
(704)a2&4017 (704)366-1706

Greeter Setem Ouch 
5316 Salem Chuch Road 
Or ArtxTiy L Jnwn^ 
(704)380^448

Grealer Salem d tie Lake 
CometuB Bemertary Sdiod 
Z1126 Catawba Avenue 
Paekr HarrietJtMrqhl 
<704)3806448

New Srti Chneian Felowtfiip 
Coctvane Mdde School 
6400 Star Haven Dnve 
Paetcr Chnetopher Name 
(704)531-1201

Shepherde Fdd Church 
5101 Ndkrvl  ̂Road 
Rev David Stadhouee

UNITED METHODIST
9npecr>Gioapo Unrted MetTOdei Chtich 
3545 Beettee Ford Road 
Rev AAMer Peguee 
<704)366-2717

“For people individually see
ing things tlux)u^ the eyes of 
faith, something like this can 
be meaningfiil. As for whether 
it is supematiu al or a mii*a- 
cle, nonnally tliese incidences 
are not. Miracles are possible, 
of course,” Mmphy said, “The 
bishop is just waiting and see
ing what happens. They will 
be moving veiy slowly”

But seeing the statue in per
son left no doubt for Martin 
Operario, 60, wlio diwe about 
100 miles fixim Hayward. He 
took photos to show to family

and fiiends.
‘T don’t know how to expiT?ss 

what I’m feeling,” Operaiio 
said. “Since religion is ilie 
mothei’ of believing, then I 
believe.”

Nims Anna Bui and Rosa 
Hoang, members of the Sale- 
sian Sisters of San Francisco, 
also made the trek Satiuxlay 
Wliether the weeping statue 
is declared a mii*acle or not, 
they said, it is already doing 
good by awakening peqple to 
the faitli and remindini^ them 
to pray

strengthened its academic 
programs.

The campus has grown fix)m 
32 to 52 acres.

Sloan was a minister in the 
Christian Methodist Episco
pal Church. Miles is affiliated 
with the CME church.

Former Birmin^am Mayor
Please see SLOAN/6B

Greater Providence Baptist Church
2(K)0 Milton Road, C harlotte, NC: 2K2I5 

704-532-6228 704-532-7568 Jax

"Experiencinff God Day by Day'*
St. John 17:3

■ Come Join 
Sunday Worship 
Sunday School . . 
Hour of Power

s in Worship & Praise!
8:00 AM & 11:00 AM 
9:45 AM
12 Noon - Wednesdays

Spiritual Renewal................... 7:00 PM - Wednesdays
WWW, iireaterprovidence. ora

“Come Let Us Worship Together”
The Friendliest Church in the City of Charlotte”

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church
517 Baldwin Ave. • Charlotte.^C 28204 
(704)376-1201 Office '(704) 376-1210 Fax 
Rev. J.A. Cuthbertson - t^stor

Sunday School..........................9:30a.m.
Praise & Worship............... 10:45am
Worship Service......................  11:00am
Wednesday Bible Study....... 7:00pm
Wednesday Prayer Service.. 8:00pni

First Baptist Church - West
18U1 Uaklawn Ave. • LharJotle, INC DSL 1 h 

(704^^72-1075 Office • (704) 372-2309 Fax

Dr. Ricky A. WckmJs, Senior Minister

Early Morning Worship..........................8:00a.m.
■Sunday Sch(K)l......................................... 9:45a.m.
Worship Service......................................  11:00a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study......................... 7:00p.m.

MAKINi; 1IKSI 
I'HINU.S FIRST

Worship
Missions

Discipleship
Evangelism

f
Producing Kingdom CUizsne throu^ Evangelism 

Disc^kship, Worship, Pelkmhip, and Service

Pastor Claude R. Alexaudtf, jr.

Iioiversity Park Baptist Church
6029 Beatties Ford Rd. ♦ Charlotte, NC 28216 ♦ 704-392-1681

The Park South
13733 Lancaster Hwy; (Hwy S2I) • Plnevllle, NC 281.34 • 704-941-0019 

Sunday Worship, 8:30am & Sunday School. 10:0()am

Worship limes At 
University ParkBaiHist Church

Sunday WorsMp 7:00, 9:30 &11:30am & Youth Church, i 1:30am 

Women's Bihle Study, Monday 6:30pm 
Men’s Bihle Study, Monday 7:00pm 

Bihle Study, Tlmrsday 6:30pm 

www.theparkmli^tries.org

Mount Carmel On The Move!
Power • Wisdom • Strenslh * Stability

If you ore interested in an authentic biblical community of foith, 
come experience the gift of God called Mount Carmel. Join us for 
worship ot 8 00 a m. or 10:00 a.m. services. Shore in a new 
beginning for us and moke o new beginning for you. Come 
experience WORSHIP THAT IS ALIVE!

7237 Tuckesecfee Roed, Charlotte, NC 28214 
Reverertd Or. C«s«y Kimbrough, Pastor 

704.394.3525 TEL 704,392,4832 FAX

www.mcbc-nc.com

http://www.friendshipgastonia.org
http://www.mcbc-nc.com

