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Jehovah’s Witnesses to release blood doctrine
Continued from page 5B
cx)ntents.

By coincidence, next week’s 
directive follows some heavy 
criticism of the blood transfu
sion policy from attorney 
Kerry Louderback-Wood of 
Fort Myers, Florida, writing 
in the Journal of Churdi and 
State, published by Bajior 
University

Louderback-Wood, who was 
raised a Witness but now has 
no religious affiliation, accus
es her former faith of giving 
“inaccurate and possibly dis
honest arguments” to believ
ers facing crucial medical 
decisions.

Louderback-Wood com
plains that many ^tnesses 
and physicians aren’t given 
dear instruction about their 
faith’s blood transfusion poli
cy particularly on the subject 
of fractions.

She’s no disinterested 
bystander. The lawyer says 
her mother died from severe 
anemia in 2004 because local 
elders didn’t realize hemoglo
bin is permitted.

Louderback-wood learned 
that hemc^obin was allowed 
from the Web site of Assodat- 
ed Jehovah’s )A^tnesses for 
Reform on Blood, which was 
founded in 1997 by dissent
ing local elders, eight of 
whom served on Hospital 
Liaison Committees that 
advise ^tnesses and physi-

aans.
The founder of Assodated 

Jehovah’s Witnesses, speak
ing on condition of anonymity 
to protect his standing in a 
faith that does not tolerate 
dissent, says liaison commit
tee members know about the 
revised teachings, but most 
Witnesses automatically 
refuse all forms of blood with
out consulting the commit
tees. Physidans are often ill- 
informed about Witness 
beliefs, he says.

Louderback-Wood thinks 
the faith is subject to legal lia
bility for misinforming adher
ents, which to her knowledge 
is an untested theory in U.S. 
courts. Related issues arise in 
a pending lawsuit in Calgary, 
Alberta, howevo’, over the 
alleged “wrongful death” of 
teenage leukemia patient 
Bethany Hu^es.

^^Ttnesses headquarters 
refused an Assodated Press 
request to interview an 
expert on blood beliefs. 
Instead, General Counsel 
Philip Brumley issued a pre
pared statement rejecting 
Louderback-Wood’s “analysis 
and condusions” in general.

“Any argument challenging 
the validity of this religious 
belief inappropriately tres
passes into profoundly theo
logical and doctrinal mat
ters,” Brumley stated.

The Watchtower’s 1945 ban

said “all worshippers of Jeho
vah who seek eternal life in 
his new vorld” must obey 
Such edicts are regarded as 
divine law, since the Govern
ing Body uniquely directs 
true believers. Violators risk 
ostradsm by family and 
friends.

A subsequent Watchtower 
pronouncement forbade stor
age of a patient’s own blood 
for later transfusion. In all, 
Assodated Jehovah’s Wt- 
nesses lists 20 shifts and 
refinements in blood-related 
rules over the years.

At the core of their blood 
beliefs. Witnesses dte Acts 
15:29, where Jesus’ apostles 
agreed that Gentile converts 
should Tceep abstaining fium 
things sacrificed to idols and 
fix)m blood.” The Witnesses 
also dte passages in Genesis 
and Leviticus.

Judaism and Christianity 
have always understood 
these scriptures to ban blood
eating for nourishment. This 
underlies Judaism’s kosher 
procedures to extract blood 
fiom meat, which Witnesses 
do not follow. Christianity 
eventually dedded the rule 
was temporary

Elxperts assume that Ray
mond Franz’s late uncle, 
Frederick Franz, who served 
anonymously as the Witness
es’ chief theologian, dedded

those passages cover blood 
transfusions. But Raymond 
Franz raises questions about 
the blood policy in his book 
“In Search of Christian Free
dom.” Among them:

• Why forbid a patient’s 
own stored blood yet permit 
components derived from 
large amounts of donated and 
stored blood?

• Why allow organ trans
plants, which introduce far

more foieign white blood cells 
than transfusions?

• The Witnesses forbid plas
ma, which is mostly water, 
but allow the components in 
it that provide tlierapy. So 
what’s the point of banning 
plasma?

Advances in bloodless 
surgery have reduced medical 
dangers for Witnesses in the 
United States, but Associated 
Jehovah’s Witnesses main

tains die blood policy is a life- 
tlireatening problem else
where.

Louderback-Wood says 
she’ll be contented if her 
protest saves one child’s life.

On the Net:
Witnesses ’ official hnn hurt':
http://H’M'WM'atchtoH'er.orfi/lihr

ary/hh
Dissenters' data:

hnp://M'MMUijwrhj>rg
http://M’wwj\vtruth x'om

Witnesses’s notable belief system
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Some of Jehovah’s Witness
es’ notable beliefo

Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
famous for door-to-door evan
gelism, believe their faith’s 
authorities, headquartered in 
Brooklyn, New York, teach 
the only true interpretations 
of the Bible, including these 
tenets:

• Orthodox Christianity 
wrongly believes in the Trini
ty, one God in three persons. 
Jesus isn’t God and the Holy 
Spirit is merely God’s imper
sonal power.

• Before his earthly birth, 
Jesus was the Archangel

Mchael.

• The last days began in 
1914 and the War of 
Armageddon will occur while 
people conscious of 1914 
events remain alive. (Prior to 
1975, Wtnesses literature 
stron^y su^;ested that the 
final war would occur while 
people who living during 
Worid War I were still alive.)

• After the current world 
system ends, true believers 
will ^oy paradise on earth 
while 144,000 of the anointed 
rule with Jesus in heaven. 
Others will be annihilated, 
not punished eternally, since 
hdl is the grave.

• God’s proper name is

Jehovah.

• ‘Tagan” observances such 
as Christmas, birthdays and 
national holidays shouldn’t be 
celebrated.

• Since Satan rules this 
world, true believers must not 
vote, hold public office, serve 
in the military or salute 
national flags.

• Jesus died on a sin^e “tor
ture stake,” not a cross.

• Believers should consider 
‘Theocratic” careers without 
worldly higher education.
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].M. Little, Teacher

A pastor from Virginia was by years ago and he made a statement to me: “You keep talking 
about the breaking of the sinner's will, but it is the new birth." That pastor did not know Holy 
Spirit Conviction. The sinner's will has to be broken before he can be saved. How few of you 
pastors know that great truth. Every sinner will be completely broken at the Feet of Christ 
before God reveals Christ to his heart. Not knowing that, you break off from me, accusing me 
of teaching something strange. Well, I'm teaching how God saves hell-deserving sinners. You 
never tell the members of your church they deserve to go to hell. It is because you have 
never seen that truth in your own heart. You can't warn sinners of the danger they are in 
because you have never seen the danger you are in, preacher! Brother, cousins, deacons and 
teachers: you will not talk to me about Christ as a Living Reality to your hearts because you 
do not know Him! You can go on in your church, but if you remain where you are, you will lift 
up your eyes in hell. And you make excuses for your members living in sin. You are leading 
souls to Hell and don't even know it. One day I was there, blinded by the god of this world 
just like you. And if you preachers don't want me teaching at your church, it is because you 
are not saved. You accuse me of disturbing your folks and making them feel like they are 
lost. You have not misjudged me. I told some folks in their church recently: "My teaching will 
confirm you in the fact you are saved, if you are saved. If you are not saved, my teaching will 
make you feel like you are lost. You are lost." The eternal question you must face is this: "Do 
t know Christ as my Lord and my Saviour?" Will you face that question fair and square? You 
are going to spend eternity in Heaven or Hell. Your life on this earth Is but a vapor. But youll 
be in eternity forever and forever. Written on the sides of Hell must be the word "Forever". 
Where will you spend eternity? Most of you I deal with don't want to talk about the eternal 
destiny of your souls. And every church member is just as worldly as can be. You go on as if 
you don't have a soul. Much of the blame can be laid at the feet of you preachers and 
teachers because you are preaching another gospel. You are not preaching the Gospel of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. And by preaching another gospel, you are preparing your folks to worship 
the Antichrist. I plead with every awakened sinner: cry unto the Lord day and night, every 
awakened moment. Every day the Lord spares you to live, you should be crying unto Him for 
deliverance. This is what I told that awakened sinner who called me last night. Christ is your 
only Hope. Christ is my only Hope. God does not tease sinners. Look to Christ.
Your Gospel Editor and Teacher,
J.M. Little
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Dr. CV. Owens

Sunday Morning Worship Services... 8:30 - 9:30 -11:00am
Sunday School...................................  9:45 - 10:45am
Singles Ministries (Mon.).................  6:30 - 7:30pm
Senior Citizens (Mon.).....................  10:30 - 4:0()pm

Office Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9:00am - 4:00pm 
You are cordially invited to worship with us!

Weeping Willow AME Zion Church
I “Moving From SalvBtkm To DiscipktMp'’

2220 Mttcxi Rd. * ChariMtE. Nulh Camlm 2S2I5
Morabig Wonliip: i’M .A.\l 

llKWAM
Sunday School: y;39AM 
Wed. Praise & Pnjen 7;(® PM

(7M)532-9125
VkUiidl Hcnkntin

■THE CUiKCll THAT CAJUSS'

Greater Gethsemane A.M.E. Zion Church
'Vie Ouffchwitti the Community at Heart’

531 Campus Street ■ Chartotte, NC28216 
(jm)375-3900 ■ Fax 3720614

Worship Services: SAM fr 11AM 
Sunday School: 9:30AM 

Bible Study: Wed. 10:30AM £r TPM 
Daycare & Afterschool Available

E-mail: gamez531@bellsouth.net
The Reverend Calvin L Miller - Pastor 

Reverend Karen Roberts Miller - Spouse

Greater Myers Chapel
PENTECOSTAL FELLOWSHIP MINISTRIES

- You're Invited to Worship With Us -
Intercessory Prayer.................................. 8:30am
Victory in The Word................................9:15am
Worship....................................................... 10:30am
Sunday Evening Total Praise...............7:(M)pm
Hour of Powerflutorial avail.Wed....7:(M)pm

Visit our WebSite: www.greatermyerschapel.org 
6(M) Jordan Place, Charlotte, NC 28205 

“WAR Fellowship Ministry Covenant Partner"

fr
For Van Ministry 

704-377-1799 ^

(greentjille jiikmorial Hion Cljurtl)
“A Teaching Ministry Making Spiritual Disciples”

Sunday Wcxship Service 10A.M. Sunday School 9A.M.
Bible Study: Tuesday 7 P.M. & Wednesday 12 Noon 

Child Development Center 
6116 Montieth Dr. Charlotte, NC 28213 
(Ph) 704-5954742 (Fax) 704-597-8314

“A Word of Hope” Televisicxi Ministry 
Wednesdays @ 8 p.m. Channeli 21 (Public Access TV)

Rev. Dr. Sheldon R. Shipman, Sraior Pastor

Macedonia Baptist Church
of CHARLOTTE, INC.

"A Ministry of Love and Excellence"

r>r. John H. VC^alker, Pastor dr'
Minister, Rosie VC'dlker

New Sunday 10am Worship Experience 
“Family First Worship”

“As For Me and My House 
We ShaU Worship The Lord"

SUNDAY
■ Physical Food - (serving breakfasr.).................................................. 8 a.m.
* Spiritual Food - Christian Education School................................. 9 am.
" Main Course - “Family First Worship"........................................... 10 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
“Hour of Power" .Midday Worship.......................................................... 12 Noon
W.C?J3K--^Word On Wednesday Bible Study.........................................6:30 p.m.

TVand RADIO BROADCAST MINISTRY:
CMPAC 21 - • Rejoice Radio 1370am • Wed. 10:45a

704-392-8496 • 1500 Harieras Avc..» www.macedoniaofcharloitc.org

St. Michael & All Angels
Episcopal Church 

Serwice
Sat., December 24th, 11:00 P.M. into Christmas Day

Touted liiadt S&wcce
Sat., December 31, 11:00 P.M. into New Years Day 

No Sunday 10:30 service December 25, 2005, or January I, 2(506 
4228 Hovis Rd., Charlotte, NC 28208 • 704-399-3151 

~ Rev. Wendell Phillips, Pastor -

SIMPSON-GILLESPIE

4
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors"
-Join Us For Service -'

>unday School, 9:30am • Sunday Worship, 11am 
Wednesday: Bible Study, 7pm

1st a 3rd Saturday: “Contemporary Worship,” 6pm..."Jeans Allowed”

Rev. Walter Pegues, Pastor
3543 Beatties Fd Rd. Char., NC 28216 • 704-399-2717 • Van Ministry 

“Wic Can Do All Things Through Christ Who Strengthens Us'

Mayfield Memorial Baptist Church
“A Church Putting Love Into Action"

700 SUGAR CREEK ROAD, WEST 
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 28213

Sunday Church School 9:30a.m.
Worship Service 11:00a.m. and 6:00p.m. 

Baptist Training Union 5:00p.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study Wedneilays 7:30pfn 

Office (704)596-7935 • Fax (704)596-1204 
Residence (704)597-1249

I lb last
commandment is 

our first
vtww sBuRiimbc otg ass^nment
Missionary Baptist Church
Sttfiduy WoYtliip 8er4riGe«.~.....-..-M...8iOChia * lltOOua • tfiMpai

Day W«r«hip 9t«*4y..ll{00
EvMilag Worthip Study

Rev. Clifford Maithew^^ Ptuior • 975-9650 
1600 Noprit Av*. • ChiHotU, NC 28206 • PAX: 375-8397

PARKWOOD INSTITUTIONAL
Chri.stian Methodist Episcopal Church 
802 Tom Hunter Road • Charlotte, NC 28213 

704-92M915 (Ph) • 704-92M9I7 (Fax) 
Wedsite: www.parkwoodcmexxMll 

Sunday Worship 8:00 & 11:00 AM
Sunday Sch<H)l 9:30 AM
________________ Bible Study________________
Wednesday 12 Ntain Thursday 6:30 PM 

TRANSPOKTATiON AVAHABLF.
Roderick D. Lewis, Sr. 

PasttjT

St. Paul Baptist Church
Our Purpose: ‘To convince the unconvinced 

to be convinced and make disciples”
Sunday Wondiip at 7:30 A.M. and 10:30 A.M. 

Sunday Morning Breakfast 8:45 A.M.
Sunday School at 9:25 A.M. -10:25 A,M.

Radio Broadest Sunday 11;(X) A.M. 0370 A.M. Dial) 
Bible Study Wed. 12 Noon - 6:45 P.M. - 8:00 P.M. 

Youth Church 2nd & 3fd Sunday 10:30 A.M.

1401 North Allen Street. Charlotte, NC 28205 
Office: 704-334-5309

Gt^ory K Mom Sr. 
Pastor
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