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Frances Hamlin & 
Sandra Frazier 

The National Association 
of Negro Business 
And Professional 

Women’s Clubs, Inc.
By Fran Fan'er-Nash
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Living out the mission of The 
National Association of Negro 
Business and Professional 
Women’s Clubs, to promote and 
protect the interest of African 
American business and profes
sional women; to serve as bridges 
for young people seeking to enter 
business and the professions; to 
improve the quality of life in the 
local and global communities and 
to foster good fellowship. Sandra 
Frazier and Frances Hamlin con
gratulate the four ladies The 
Charlotte Post has chosen to fea
ture during Women’s History

Month. What better time to lift up 
and promote Barbara Howie 
LaShanda Millner-Murphy. 
Robyn Massey and Carla Brown 
than during their 48th convention 
in Charlotte. These ladies are the 
epitome of what NANBPWC is 
all about, Frazier said. This gives 
women across the world an 
opportunity to network, make 
new friends and business partner
ships while fostering our global 
goals.

Founded in July 1935, when 
Ollie Chinn Porter, president of a 
New York business club, extend
ed an invitation to other clubs 
organized as business and profes

sional women's clubs, to join and 
form a national organization, 
NANBPWC was first organized 
with women from New York, 
Philadelphia and Atlantic City, 
N.J.

After a year of meetings, the 
first convention was held in 
Atlantic City July 9-11, 1936, at 
the Asbury Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Porter was elected the 
first national president. The aim 
was then, as it is today, to attract 
women of high caliber to organize 
similar clubs within their commu
nities, Facing the realities of the 
times, their daring and inspiring 
goals were to share their experi
ences and to encourage and devel
op opportunities for black women 
in businesses and professions. 
The founders were owners, man
agers, college graduates and other 
professionally licensed women, 
who had managed to realize some 
measure of personal success.

In 1976, Peggy Beckwith and 
Anna Hood did the initial plan
ning to form a club in Charlotte. 
After several meetings, 10 ladies 
gathered at the home of Clara 
Mitchell to elect officers. On July 
23, 1977, Southeast Governor 
Carrie S, Hudson formally oiga- 
niz^d the Charlotte Club. 
Seventeen women were inducted 
at the home of Beckwith. The, 
inductees and charter members 
were: Beckwith, Marion
Campbell, Victoria Cleaves, 
Jacqueline Creech, Thereasea 
Elder, Theresa Gaston, Charlotte 
Hampton, Ocie Harrison, Anna 
Hood, Hester Jones, Betty 
McCain, Betty McCarroll, Betty

McLaurin, Clara Mitchell, Wilma 
Powell. Kathleen Robertson and 
Shirley Smalls

Hamlin shared that program 
directives include, but are not lim
ited to, addressing women’s entre
preneurial issues locally, national
ly and internationally; sponsoring 
seminars and workshops on top
ics that enhance professional 
development; award scholarships 
and promote educational achieve
ment for youth; and serve as pos
itive role models to youth and 
women within their respective 
communities.

Frazier, a candidate for gover
nor said, ‘The main reason for 
joining NANBPWC is the net
working opportunities. You have 
the opportunity to meet other 
African American business and 
professional women in your own 
community, state and nationally 
to exchange ideas, information 
and experiences."

In addition to North Carolina, 
members will travel from, 
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, 
Mississippi, South Carolina, 
Tennessee and . West Virginia. 
There are eight levels of member
ship that include youth, young 
adult and even ombudsmen, 
which is a men’s auxiliary com
prised of the husbands, male rela
tives or friends of adult club 
members.

Frances Hamlin cun-ently 
serves as president of the 
Charlotte chapter, while Sandra 
Frazier is a candidate for 
Governor of the Southeast 
District. For more information, 
call (704)536-0112.

AMERlCAIIEfHEALIH
AmeiiCare Health 

'‘Sugar Creek” Medical center
721 W. Sugar Creek Rd. • 704-941-8020

“Now Open”
“A New 3 Million Dollar Facility”

(across the street from Mayfield Memorial Baptist Church)

“On The Plaza” • 704-535-0400
1805 Mikon Road • Chariotte, NC 2821L

“At The Park” • 704-399-2677
6023 Beatties Ford Road • Charlotte, NC 28216

Visit AmeriCare at either location 
For All Family Healthcare Needs 

■ Accepting New Patients 
“Appointments Not Necessary”

Comprehensive Healthcare
You Need and Deserve;
• State-of-the Art Pediatrics 

• Urgent Care • Internal Medicine
• Minor Trauma • Industrial Medicine

• Diagnostic- Center
Dr. Fidelis Edosomwan 

Open Mon-Fri, 9am-7pm, Sat. 9ara-5pm
“For I will restore health unto thee, and I will heal thy

wounds, saith the Lord.” - Jeremiah 30: 17

Are You African American and Have Trouble
Breathing? If you are a smoker or ex-smoker and are having trouble 
breathing you may qualify for a clinical research study for an investigational 
medication that could help manage your symptoms. Qualified participants will 
receive study-related medical care, physical exams, lab tests and the study 
drug at no cost. If you are concerned about your breathing problem call today to 
see if you qualify.

American Health Research
1918 Randolph Road, Suite 440, Charlotte, NC 28207 • 704-926-8043
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AndUi3 Up

(Package includes: Tux, Vest/Tie & Shoes) 
2 Convenient Locations 

• Sardis Road ♦ Uptown Charlotte 
Call For Appointment: 704:332-7896 

www.dwdesigns.biz
Congratulations to the ladie.s that joined LaShonda 

as a Post Women's History Special Feature

'i¥cU<a icy ‘Sanidaaci 
“Women’s History Special”

Congratulation to all women featured in 
the Post’s 2006 editions

SUIT SALE 25-35%®^^
Take an e’xtra ^

our already low pnces
7945 N. Tryon St., Suite 104 Gold Hill Shopping Ctr. • 704-503-4020 

Thanks to everyone that went to see “CROWN”

^ Southeastern Group
Brad Crawford 

Account Executive
Direct: 704-622-9609 P.O. Box 790053
E-Mail; brad.segroup@hotmaii.com Charlotte, NC 28206

Licensed & Insured
‘Southeastern Group Is What Clean Should Be’

Commercial cleaning service and customized office 
cleaning through out the Greater Charlotte and surrounding area!! 

FREE QUOTE

Mecklenburg County 
Women’s Commission

Hal Marshall Services Center 
700 North Tryon St. 

Suite 206
Charlotte, NC 28202

(704)336-3210
FAX(704)336-4198

UGLY ROOF ;-T..

Stains Removed! ! ~ ,y,:

New look, NOT New Roof . „ 'TT'rTTr
RoofBrite® f -ft

704"o22“1710 • www.aok.org/roof.htm
20% OFF for contracts sianed durins estimate

Charlotte’s 
weekly link to 

community news 
and the world 
around you. 
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