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Volunteers spend week 
boosting Reid Park
Continued from page 1A
fixim World Changers, a 
faith-based organization — 
are in Reid Park repairing 11 
homes. The kids came to 
Charlotte from across the 
southeast to paint, repair 
drywall and fix roofe.

‘We’re thiilled that these 
youi^ volunteers are willing 
to use their summer vacation 
to serve so selflessly in our 
community” said Stan 
Wilson, housir^ services 
manager for the city 
Department of Neighborhood 
Development.

'Ihe city of Charlotte donat
ed building supplies and 
Lowe’s Home Improvement 
Warehouse chipped in safety 
basics like fire extii^uishers, 
smoke and carbon monoxide 
detectors.

Reid Park, considered a 
challenged neighborhood by 
the dty because of economic 
and crime concans, is one of 
nine communities selected by 
the City Coimcil for assis
tance throu^ its 
Neighborhood Action Plan 
Initiative. The partnership 
between the dty, corporations 
and non-profits like World 
Changers and Habitat for 
Humanity gives homeowners 
like Potts, 77, a boost. 
Volvmteers come into the 
neighborhood monthly to 
help with projects raiding 
from trash removal to men
toring.

‘We’re helping the elderly 
today and that’s important,” 
Capers said. “They aren’t 
able to get out and do, so 
we’re out doing what we can 
to beautify their homes.”

Mark Probin, a sales asso- 
date at Lowe’s University 
store, installed smoke detec
tors and fire extinguishers as 
well as plants in Potts’ yard.

“It’s a safety aspect,” he 
said. ‘We’re trying to give 
back as much as we can, and 
coming out for a few hours 
sweating is worth it. It makes 
the place a little nicer.”

Some of Reid Park’s oldest 
homes are World War E-era 
Army barracks converted to 
residential use. White said. 
For most of its 50 years, the

NAACP
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inflating
numbers
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Potts home was a haven for 
family and ndghbors alike. 
TTie revitalization effort and 
involvement of a fledgling 
neighborhood assodation are 
starting to produce results.

“The family home is not the 
family home anymore,” 
White said. “This was Ihe

‘Soul Pood’ house. Every 
Sunday aH the adult grand- 
kids would cook dinner and 
bring it aU here. We’d take 
pictures of kids playing, it 
was wonderful. But the spiiit 
was broken when my grand
father (Grier Potts) got sick. 
It’s coming back, slowly”
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A Sin and L-T®i
A Shame

In the bestseller Temptation, Jasmine 
Larson seduced her best friend’s 
husband in a scheme to break up their 
marriage. In this riveting sequel, A Sin 
and a Shame, Jasmine Larson is back 
as a changed woman. She has fled 
LA and found happiness in a celibate 
Christian reladonsnip. But wlien a 
man from Jasntines past refuses to 
stay there, it threatens to sabotage all 
of her dreams. Touchstone, $14.00
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Crown Park Hotel
600 Willard St. Durham, NC 27701 

Phone: (919)956-9444
Fax: (919)956-5553

Is Pleased to Offer 
Special Rate

Call us for the
best rate

\ •m Featuring
Data Ports 

Business Center 
Interior corridors 

25” Color Television 
Spacious Guest Rooms 

Near Durham Bulls Athletic Park 
Free Shuttle to Duke, VA Hospitals 
Free Secured and Wireless Internet 

Complementary Continental Breakfast 
All rooms include coffee makers, 
iron & ironing board, hair dryers
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Stay close to the action at a price you can 
afford at the Crown Park Hotel of 
Durham. This month save with Special 
rate at this convenient hotel located near 
downtown Durham, and only minutes 
from Duke, NCCU, UNC and the RDU 
Airport. Take a campus lour, visit Durham 
Bulls Athletic Park, home of the AAA 
Durham bulls, or go to the Museum of Life 
& Science, rated in the top four family- 
friendly museum.s in the Southeast by 
Family Fun magazine. Located in the his
toric tobacco district, enjoy the newly con
structed American tobacco building with 
abundant eateries and sports bars. Play a 
challenging round of golf, or shop at an 
abundance of unique stores. The courteous 
staff at the Crown Park Hotel of Durham 
providc.s a warm and inviting atmosphere 
and loads of amenities to make your stay 
most enjoyable. The Crown Park Hotel of 
Durham has spacious, clean rooms, and 
excellent service - everything you need for 
a pleasant slay.

We shall make every effort to meet and
exceed your expectations.

WASHINGTON - The 
NAACP, which has claimed 
an mflated 500,000 members 
for 60 years, has annotmeed a 
new membership drive to 
finally reach that goal.

‘We’re flat. We’re not where 
we need to be. Civil rights 
should be a growth business • 
because there are a lot of con
ditions in this country that 
require it,” says Bruce 
Gordon, nearing his first year 
as president.

For years, the NAACP has 
inflated its membership 
numbers, according to 
sources that have seen mem
bership records. The last four 
executive directors/presi- 
d^ts — Benjamin L. Hooks, 
Kweisi Mfume, Ben Chavis, 
and now Bruce Gordon - 
have cited a membership 
level of 500,000. However, 
sources with direct knowl
edge of the figures, say the 
actual number fluctuates 
between 150,000 and 250,000 
members.

The Baltimore Sun said in a 
story two years ago that the 
NAACP has been reporting 
the 500,000 figure since 1946.

Gordon says he has con
firmed an active membership 
of less than 300,000 after 
orderii^ a methodical search 
of membership data.

“Those are acctu'ate data 
according to membership 
files,” Gordon says.

1 IN 5 AMERICANS NEVER SAW 
IDENTITY THEFT COMING.

THAT’S WHY WE’RE THE FIRST MAJOR BANK TO 
PROVIDE A FREE EARLY WARNING SYSTEM.

EQUIFAX CREDIT 
WATCH - SILVER

•FREE WITH SELECT CHECKIMG ACCOUNTS 
-FREE CREOn REPORTS 
•FREE^ESIAlt ALERTS

At SynTtii^, we want to protect all your assets, iocluding your identity, 
That's why v^Ve Including Equifax Credit Watch’’*’* Silver, ateqkitely 
free, with a personal relationship cheddiig account. We're doing this 
because catching identity theft early is critical to protecting your 
credit rating. Within days of potentially fraudulent activity, Equifax 
will email you so you can act quickly to protect your credit. A free 
yearly Equifax Credit Report’” will also be made available to you. 
It's jist the latest in our unique suite of security swices, and another 
way that SunTrust is working to serve you tetter.

To learn more, stop by your local branch, visit suntrust.cons/idtheft or call 800.473.4462
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