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Federal probe clears 
NAACP of wrongdoing
Continued from page 1A
speech.

In an October 8 letter, the 
IRS said the NAACP "dis
tributed statements in oppo
sition of Geor^ W. Bush for 
the office of the presidency” 
The letter also said that 
Bond’s speech "condemned 
the administration policies of 
George W Bush on educa
tion, the economy and the 
war in Iraq.”

Among the audit-related 
documents obtained by the 
NAACP during the investi
gation and released to the 
public was a letter firom 
then-Rep. Robert L. Ehrlich 
Jr. asking the IRS to respond 
to a complaint about the 
NAACP ham political donor

Richard Hug. Ehrlich is now 
govOTior of Marjiand-

The documents also includ
ed letters calling for an inves
tigation of the NAACP fi.X)m 
Sens. Lamar Alexander (R- 
Tfenn.) and Susan Collins (R- 
Maine); then-Sen. Strom 
Thm-mond (R-S,C.) U.S, 
Reps, JoAnn Davis (R-Va.) 
and Larry Combest (R- 
Tfexas),

Marcus S, Owens, an attor
ney with the Washington, 
D-C., firm Caplin & Drysdale, 
and the NAACP’s representa
tive during the audit, said 
he’s still perplexed about the 
IRS’s rationale for the audit 
and the investigation’s tim
ing.

T find it extremely xmusu-

al, the circumstances \mder 
which the audit was begun — 
the timing of it, the nature of 
the allegations,” said Owens, 
who led the IRS’s exempt 
organizations division for 10 
years.

While conservative organi
zations such as the Heritage 
Foimdation and the 
American Enterprise
Institute were "pumping out 
press releases” in support of 
the president’s policies dur
ing the 2004 election season, 
Owens said, the NAACP was 
singed out for an audit.

‘It just leaves a bad taste in 
one’s mouth,” Owens said. 
"Something was not right 
here.”
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Where Teaching is Valued and 
Learning is Celebrated

You are invited to our Admissions Open 
House

TK & Kintlergarlen: Octoliei' 5, 7:00 p.m.
TK & Kiiulergarlen - Grade 12: OctoLer 19, 9:30 a.m.

There's opportunity here BB&T

Get a free BB&T 
Duffle Bag Cooler 
when you open a 
new deposit account!

■ 'fwm.

The staff at BB&T’s new Albemarle Road Commons financial center 

would like the opportunity to show you how BB&T can help you 

reach your financial goals. So, we’re giving you an extra reason 

to try us out. From now until September 22, anyone who opens 

a checking or savhgs account will receive a free BB&T Duffle Bag 

Cooler.* It’s just the thing to make you want to get outside and enjoy 

the nice weather.

To find out what opportunities are waiting for you at BB&T, 

call 704-954-2180, visit us on the web at BBT.com or better yet, 

stop by and say, “Hello.”

HOURS: Mon-Thu 9 a.m,-5 p.m. Fri9a.m.-6p.m, Sat9a.m.-12p.m.

BANKING INSURANCE INVESTMENTS

THERE'S A NEW SENSATION ACROSSTHE NATION
Can you feel it? It's the excitement of welcoming our newest Macy's stores 

across the country. Now, you can find us nationwide in more than 800 locations 
from the city to the suburbs to macys.com.

ON SATURDAY,THE FIRST 500 CUSTOMERS AT EVERY STORE GET A FREE $10 GIFT CARDi"
1 LUCKY PERSON RECEIVES A $1000 GIFT CARD! 2 LUCKY PEOPLE RECEIVE $500 GIFT CARDS!

We open at 10am on Saturday, September 9—get there early! Enter through the door with the red decal. You must be at least 18 years old to participate.

JOIN US THIS WEEKEND FOR A GOAST-TO-COAST CELEBRATION
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, MACY'S SOUTH PARK 
Hecht's becomes Macy's at 9;30am
It will be a day filled with fun events. Listen to the 
sounds of Providence High School band. Andy Duinan, 
citycouncilman.will beon hand to welcome Macy's to 
Charlotte.

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 16,9AM-10PM,
ALL MACY'S STORES 
Shopfora Cause
Join Macy's in a national day of .support for non-profit 
organizations in your community. Make a $S donation 
and save 20%*or 10%* ail day, PLUS, receive 
a savings card good for SlOoffa $20 purchase. 
•Exlcusions apply. See donation card or store for details.

"NO PURCHASE t'tCESSARY. Making a purchase will not increase 
your chances ofvilnning. Musi be ISyearsofage or older. Void rttiere 
prohibited bylaw. See store ocec'uiive office (a official rules and 
complete details. Taxes on prizes are the sole responsIMlity of winner, 
Excludes Furniture ShovsTooms. Employees ofMacy's South, a division 
of Federated Retail Holdings, Inc. Its parent, affiliates, participating 
vendors and their Immediate lam lly members arenoi ellgibte.to 
participate Ends Septem ber 9,2006.
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