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• I  believe X*ve got Americft. I  hear a  perelgtent chewing

WHERE DO WE
GO FROM HERE ?

(By M argaret Aman, Winner of the 
Bailey Essay Medal.)

In this age of questioning and 
challenging the general outcry is: 
^W hither are we going?” “Are wo 
going or coming?” The broader and 
more liberal thinkers are abandoning 
the scramblings and scratching about 
the theory of evolution of man from 
arboreal creatures. They are con
cerned with where are we going. In 
this period of reaction, revolution, 
and general upheaval they can see the 
justification of the question; “Where 
de we go from here?”, instead of: 
“Where did we come from ?”

Is not the present disintegration of 
civilization a throb of a new life, ele
mental vigor, the breaking of the en
cumbering crust of traditional re 
straint and custom, and an awakening 
to new possibilities, all of which point 
to ultimate reconstruction on a hap
pier and more prosperous basis? Life 
has reached the point where the old 
wine has become too dynamic for the 
bottles. “Modernism” , which is ve
hemently condemned by Conserva
tives as a menace to civilization, as 
seen by the Liberals is merely a crude 
beginning of people to utilize the 
dominant hidden powers. Every a rt 
and industry has had to pass through 
tha t period of trial and opposition 
while in its rudimentary stage. I t is 
the small minority of steadfast be
lievers who are willing to break away 
from old rules and laws of opinion, to 
whom we must look for the progress 
of civilization. I t  was said of Roger 
Bacon, who started the movement to 
put aside the old established teachings 
of Aristotle, tha t he lived two centur
ies ahead of time. I t  was so with 
such men as Martin Luther and John 
Calvin who had the courage of their 
convictions strongly enough implanted 
to s tart an innovation of the old forms 
of religion which led to the Reforma
tion and the founding of protestan- 
ism.

The past century has been one of

mechanical and physical progress 
wrought by science. The effect has 
been upon the country, city, and dis
tribution of population. Landscapes 
have been gashed by railways and 
highways, factories, smoking engines, 
large structures, and the noise and 
uproar of a crowded city have usurp
ed the quiet and serenity of our for
est land.

Now the intellectual surface is 
crumbling. The foundations are being 
laid for the development of mental 
science. H. G. Wells says tha t now 
men must become introspective and 
turn from the machinery to selfhood, 
and bring mental science up to the 
level of contemporary physical 
science. How infinitely much more 
familiar is a man with the detailed 
mechanism of his automobile than 
with that great and most vital force 
of the human mind ! The evolution 
of the progress of civilization has 
been made possible by means of phy
sical scientific research and applica
tion.

We are now at the point where the 
much broader field both in attem pt 
and accomplishment, is open, which is 
tha t of psychology. During the past 
th irty  or forty years a great deal has 
been done in this phase of social 
science, upon which fruitful adaption 
to life and fuller appreciation of the 
outcome of all scientific work de
pends. Freud and Jung, probably 
most noted of modern psychologists, 
have done much, but they have only 
formed a working basis for further 
development. I t  is ju s t the blossom
ing of springtime, the harvest to be 
reaped in la ter years, a fte r going 
through the trials of cultivation and 
adaption, during which there will be 
the blight and disease from frost and 
excessive heat caused by disbelief, 
non-support, and mockery.

To the person of far-sighted vision 
the powers of a properly controlled 
intellect through the growth and 
study of the science of human latent 
motives is stupendous. In 1880 the 
fool laughed a t the idea of a flying 
machine because he had known of no|

such thing before. The prophecy is 
just as incredulous to some without 
vision that in a century or a few 
decades there will be as much ad
vancement in the state of human a f 
fairs because of the proper control 
and adaptation of the la tent mental 
powers as there has been in the paat 
century in transportation and metal
lurgy because of the inventions which 
brought about the harnessing of the 
vast powers of steel, electricity, 
steam, and such things for the good of 
mankind.

The adjustment on a creative plane 
of this age of unrest, lawlessness, and 
revolution depends upon the work
ings of the mind in the right and 
proper relationship. All of the re
straint of machinery of government 
and legislation tends to stir up more 
discontentment instead of to recon
cile.

The system of education is the pri
mary factor to work in this innova
tion. In the schools it has its start, 
and through them it ultimately 
reaches the masses. A fter the science 
of human motives has been studied 
and carefully assimilated, we shall 
know why we hate this and like the 
other, why one thing is highly repul
sive while another is equally inviting, 
and shall uliderstand all the innate 
complexities and inclinations of tha t 
moat potent and vital force, the hu
man mind. Then we shall be able to 
reach a sane and sober solution of the 
problems of unrest and seemingly 
social degeneracy tha t face us.

Some of the most outstanding 
among these baffling problems are ir- 
reconciliable hatred between nations, 
between capital and labor, and be
tween other organizations, and even 
individual crime and social corrup
tion. The hatred between nations 
can not be quelled by tha t much re 
sorted to instrument of war. A re 
conciliation can be made only by some 
mutual plan of agreement. Such an 
agreement will be possible When 
psychology has reached the stage of 
develpoment where the la tent motives 
in the mentality are thoroughly un
derstood and subsequently brought 
under sober control. The same prin
ciples tha t work with nations will 
work with other organizations. Crime 

is rarely an outcome of natural black
ness of nature. The financial and 
economic insecurities tha t cause pov
erty and hunger engender crime 
against property. The violence of 
crime in murderous acts is due al
most entirely to mental disorder, 
momentary and agitated through lack 
of proper understanding and delibera
tion. What the Conservatives class 
as “social corruption” is a result of 
misunderstanding leading to misap
propriation.

When the science of human motives 
has attained the goal of which its 
exponents now have a vision, the 
throb of battle drums will cease and 
war will fade into the memories of 
tradition; prisons, jails, and lunatic 
asylums will disappear gradually from 
the face of the earth. Lawyers, doc
tors, nurses, and such people who de
vote their energy and skill to the 
cause of remedying things so wrought 
by the disintegrating, destructive and 
misdirected forces of nature in man, 
wil be put out of business. They may 
then convert their lives to the work of 
construction and creation, and thus 
help to make the world a happier and 
more idyllic abode for humankind.

Their strength can be used to create 
and build rather than to prevent fu r
ther destruction and to render relief 
to  th e  suffering caused by the disin
tegrating and corroding forces.

A life such as can be brought into 
existence when the science of men
tality has reached the highest point 
of develpoment, adaptation, and ap
preciation wil be quite idlylic and 
synonymous to the meanings given by 
the word “millenium” by the proph
ets. Present conditions when worked 
out on such a psychological basis of 
reconstruction and proper working re 
lationship indicate a  coining period 
of more harmoney than discord in
stead of decadence of civilization. I t 
may take centuries to reach it, but we 
are headed straight fo r the millen
ium!

BITS OF KNOWLEDGE

Alois Lang, of Manitowoc, Wiscon
sin, who ranks among the foremost of 
America’s wood carvers, is working on 
a block of oak taken from the timbers 
of York Cathedral in England, which 
was built 900 years ago. He is mak
ing beautiful panels to be placed in 
the sanctuary and chancel of St. Pauls 
Cathedral in Los Angeles. Records in 
England show that the oak timbers 
were given by William the Conqueror 
to Bishop Walkelin during whose 
episcopate the edifice was erected.

More than a  quarter of a million 
letters are expected to be carried each 
trip on the weekly Spain-Argentina 
air line service to be inaugurated 
soon. Each trip will average three 
or three and a half days as against a 
fortnight by water.

Within a  year the dry navy will be 
augumented by tw e n ^  destroyers, 
two mine sweepers, 223 seventy-five- 
foot cabin boats capable of eighteen 
knots an hour and one hundred th ir
ty-six foot speed boat*.

Iceland has decided to re turn to the 
primitive life. In an effort to im
prove the value of the Icelandic crown 
it has been decided to prohibit tiie im
portation of ready-made clothing, 
shoes, bread, butter, margarine, 
cheese, salt, fruits, leather and in fact 
nearly everything manufactured by 
civilized man.

The blue whale sometimes attains 
ninety feet in length and 140,000 
pounds in weight.

Roman messengers, speeding to the 
ends of the empire, changed tired 
horses for fresh a t relay stations on 
the roads to Britain, Gaul, German
ia, and Spain. These stations were 
called “posta”, from which term we 
get “postal,” “postage” and “post of
fice.”

The poet laureate of England gets 
a yearly salary of $360.

The new Russian Soviet flag has a 
red field with a white circle in the cen
ter, from which radiate eight white 
rays, two perpendicular, two hori
zontal, four diagonal. Inside the 
circle is emblazoned a hammer and 
sickle in white.

The Japanese Government has ap
propriated f l , 000,000 “to establish a 
system of peasant proprietors,” ac
cording to the newspaper Hochi. It 
is proposed to loan this money in 
parcels of $2,000,000 to farmers on a 
thirty  years’ amortization basis.

A Czech engineer has invented a 
glass that may be blown into a hollow 
sphere and kicked about like a foot
ball, molded into a tumSled heated to 
the point where pieces of paper in the 
tumbler are charred, plunged into 
cold w ater and still not break.

Our annual freight bill on lumber 
is $250,000,000.

The Eskimos prefer the wolverine 
fur, which is said to be the only fu r 
that will not frost when breathed 
upon.


