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A PICTURE

W hat a rtis t  oculd pictui'e and 
pa in t a scene as lovely as the  
cam pus a t C how an in  th e  autum n? 
Surely  th e  a ttem pt to  pa in t such 
a  pic'ture w ould be  pale beside the  
itrue spectacle.

T he  cam pus as a whole is quite  
a  beau tifu l scene. O n th e  fi'ont 
cainpus th e  a r ray  of coloring quite 
astounds th e  looker-on, while the 
rav ine  is a hillside of magnificent 
leaves. Both on  th e  trees a n d  icn 
the  g round the  colors s tand  out 
ag a in st th e  d a rk  background. Then 
th e re  is th e  back  cam pus s ta n d 
ing  o u t to show us the  contrast in  
sp ring  and autum ji. The green c a r 
pet cfi lespedeza and  th e  b row n of 
th e  corn stalks, a rran g ed  in  stacks 
upon th e  green a re  qu ite  striking. 
Backed by 'the solid  green of th e  
pines, in to rspersed  w ith  a  few 
Xeaves of yellow, red  an d  brow n, 
th e  sight LS lovely.

W ith a ll these d ifferen t views 
w e  find th a t  we m u st come back 
ito the  front campu.s—^the cen ter of 
b eau ty  from  which is spread  out 
a ll  a ro u n d  th e  lovely colorings. 
H ere  ws have the  deep green of 
th e  pine d rive  and th e  o th e r  ever
greens. as a  backgr;aind for the 
red  a ’epe m yrtle  leaves, th e  yel
low  of th e  ' sycam ores and  th e  
b row n, oi'ange, green and  gold of 
th e  others. The a rran g em en t of 
th e  trses m ingles th e  leaves. Then 
th e  b row n  carp e t o f  th e  dead 
leaves helps to  b len d  th e  colors.

Surely  no  a r tis t  cau ld  hope to 
ev er approach th e  beau ty  of such 
a  lovely spectacle as oiu: cam pus 
in  au tum n.

WANTED! OPEN FORUM

Discussion of controversial sub 
jects tends tow ard  a  peaceful se t
tlem ent, w h e th er o u t in th e  busi
ness wirrld o r  on a  College cam 
pus. And, as a general rule, th ings 
can be discussed m ore sanely on 
pap er th a n  in an y  o th er way. So 
th e  d a ily  new spaper o r  th e  college 
pap er  becomes of rise in  se ttling  
conti'o\’ersies w ithout com ing to 
Blows.

In  th e  early  days of ou r country  
o-ur forefathers dem anded  th e  
r ig h t ito say  w hat th ey  pleased and 
also  to  pub lish  w hatever they  
m ight care to. They a tta ined  their 
goal an d  gained th e  p riv ilege of 
p u b lish irg  w hatever they  cared  to  
o r  w h a tev e r  o thers m igh t w ant 
published.

T im e has gone o n  an d  on and 
to d ay  our ideas ‘cf freedom of th e  
press fa r  exceed those of o u r  fo re 
fa thers. Editors today  publish 
t'hings th a t w ould have  been u n 
heal'd  of a t  th e  tim e o u r  govern- 
Cient w as founded. T oday  the

newspapers contain, not -enly w hat 
the  editor th inks and sees ,but also 
w hat the people th ink  on anything 
from  politics to  religion. H ere  is 
found th e  general tren d  o£ opin 
ion from  readers  of th e  paper 
everywhere.

Net only  h ave  the regu la r  new s
papers found it a good tiling to  
do to h ave  a column in which 
readers m ay  express th e ir  opin 
ions, but the college papers of the  
land have  also found it  desirable. 
Each college cam pus is a world of 
its cwn and on it a re  found m any 
things th a t  really  need some way 
for th em  to  be discussed both pro 
and con. The Open Forum  of the  
paper is a good place for these d is
cussions.

Chowan is not by itself in the  
group of colleges. Here, as well as 
o ther places, are th ings th a t  need 
to be  discussed and com m ented 
upon. W ho will s ta rt  th e  ball ro ll 
ing by m aking  th e  first con tribu 
t io n  to  ou r Open Forum , L etter 
Box, o r  w hatever i t  m ay be?

MORE TIME OR LESS 
WORK

The tim e has come w hen  the  
length of a day is no longer ade
qua te  tor the  average college s tu 
dent. W hat is to  be done?

There a re  so m any th ings that 
h ave  to  be crow ded ir.to each 
sho rt day. First, there  a re  things 
that m u st be  done. In  every 
phase of w ork on  the campus, 
there  is so m uch expected of the  
individual. Each sep a ra te  task  
assigned from  m orn  ’till n ight is 
work. And the  most trag ic  th ing  
is that there  is no limit.

Then there  a re  m any  th ings th a t 
ought to  be  done. T here  are 
a ll the  different organizations one 
should a ttend  and  so  m any  other 
outside jobs. One really  should 
try  to  taJce p a r t  in  as m an y  e x tra 
cu rricu lar  aotivities as possible but 
it seems th a t  there 's no t im e  for 
them  m  such a short unit of tim.e. 
Some even have  to in fringe  on 
the  night hours trying to  complete 
a day 's work and then  c a n ’t sleep 
in peace for (the thoughts of w hat 
could have been done if th ere  had 
only been m ore tim e.

After w hat is requ ired  and w h a t 
ought to be  done, there  a re  a few 
things th a t  one w ants to  do for 
his or h e r  ow n personal enjoy
ment. To m ake  a well balanced 
person th e  social life should also 
be developed. I t  seems, however, 
th a t on account of excess work 
and  lack of time, th is  m ust be 
omitted.

In  try ing  to  include all of these 
th ings w ha t is th e  result? E very 
one is so ill and irr itab le  th a t  he  
can ’t  possibly do his or h e r  beet 
w ork. The resu lt is th a t  m any  of

the  s tudents m ake  good applicants 
for th e  insane  asylum.

Well, th ere ’s no th ing  that can  be 
done. If one Stays in school one 
m ust take  p a rt  in everyth ing th a t 
goes. In  each phase of college 
life th e  studen t is inform ed that 
th a t p a r ticu la r  one is the  most im 
portant. But to sa'tisfy everybody 
he m ust try  to do everything. A f
te r  all, for the  sake of getting an  
education  a person m u st be w ill
ing  to do m ost any th ing—w reck 
his health  and forfeit all pleasure 
of young life. A wrecked health  
will eventually  heal and th e re ’s 
the rest of a lifetime for regaining 
pleasure.

W hat we really  need here  is a 
specialist who can p lan  a s tu d en t’s 
daily  schedule th a t will include all 
th a t  should  go into a d ay ’s work. 
B u t un til  one of these  specialists 
is invented, we m ight as well stick 
o u r  te^th to the  grindstone, and go 
to work.

SCIENCE NOTES

W hen one contem plates the 
beau ty  of coloring m atte r  th a t  is 
displayed by th e  leaves on our 
cam pus a t  present, he is overcome 
with a desire to  preserve it. The 
blending is so perfect th a t  i t  de
fies the  efforts of artists  to  record 
it for the  benefit of fu tu re  bleak 
days.

In  sp ite  of the desirability  of a r 
resting  the process, both, botanists 
and  chemists have rem ained  p rac 
tically helpless in  th is line. W hile 
the  chrom oplasts a re  soluble in 
several liquids and  m ay be kep t in 
solution, the  beau ty  of the leaf cn 
the  tw ig is lost. T he cause of color 
form ation  is known, at least, for 
m any  pigments. It is due to  a 
change in acid concentration of 
the sap. Of course, this does not 
tell th e  whole story, bu t it does 
give us th e  s ta r tin g  point of t h /  
process. Most of our in form ation  
about this fact has been con tribu t
ed by the  colloidal chemists.

These persons w ho fear th a t  th e  
fields of research w ill  be exhaus t
ed before they have  their tu rn s  
should consider some of these  
phenom ena th a t h ave  been taken  
for gran ted  bu t afford us seasonal 
treats.

A LETTER

Rev. J . L. Malone, form er rector 
of th e  M urfreesboro Episcopal 
Church, in  th e  following le tter ex 
tends a welcome to  C how an s tu 
dents to  a'ttend th e  C hurch even 
though he is no longer here.

W rightsville Sound, N. C.
Novem ber 4, 1936.

The Chowanian,
C how an College,
M urfreesboro, N. C.
Gentlem en:

I received a copy of “The Cho
w an ian ” dated ^ p te m b e r ,  1936, 
and I am  w riting  to  say  th a t  I 
enjoyed it very much, an d  appre 
ciate it. It was thoughtfu l of you 
to send it.

I noticed the  welcome from  the 
C hurchas in M urfreesboro to  the  
s tuden ts  of the  College. I th in k  
it w as m ighty  fine of you to  dio 
that;, and while I am  no longer 
connected w ith th e  church in  M ur
freesboro, I can assure  you that 
th e  m em bers of our C hurch there  
a re  really  happy to have the Cho
wan. s tuden ts back in  tow n again, 
and are  a lw ays happy  to  havfe 
th em  worship  in th a t  chur«h.

A gain thank ing  you and w ith  
best wishes.

Very tru ly  yours, 
(Rev.) J. LEON MALONE.

BOOK WORM

W hile th e  l ib ra ry  was in process 
of a general upheavel last sum m er, 
there was found in an obscure cor
ner, covered w ith  dust, but care- 
fuHy labeled “rare," a pile of 
musity, lea therbound  books. They 
a t ones invited attention , and iif>cn 
exam ination  some of these proved 
to  be volumes which would thrill 
the  h e a r t  of any book lover. They 
were of all sizes and  th e ir  p rin ting  
dates ran g ed  from  th e  very  early 
date  of 1683 and th e  early  19th 
century. M any types of h te ra tu re  
are  represented: such as religion, 
.philosophy, and history, w ith  a 
few  trans la tions of the  classics.

In  fact, o u r  chief pride  and joy,

the  1683 book, is a tran s la tio n  of 
T itus L ucra tiu s’ E picurean P h ilo 
sophy by  Thomas Creech. This 
book was presented to C how an by 
Mrs. H. M. D. Spiers, who has 
been th e  generous donor of o ther 
interesting books. A lthough the  
book is yellowed w ith age, and  the  
edges of the  leaves worn, th ere  are  
no pages m issing and  the  prin ting  
is probably  as c lear and  as easily 
read  as it was 253 years ago.

On the flyleaf of th e  book, C h a r 
les Burges, an  early  owner, has 
w ritten  his signature, w ith  m any  a  
flourish, in the  g rand  m anner of 
the day. T he date following the  
nam e is 1741. Tw o o ther nam es 
which appear in the  book a re  H. 
M. G ray  and  W olford Lincoln, Jr., 
(according to  our best in te rp re -  
tarion  of the  w riting ). W hich one 
was th e  original owner is difficult 
to  say, b u t cn e  of them, ap p aren t
ly Mr. Gray, judging from  th e  
handw riting , stud ied  th e  book 
with care, an d  m arked  certain  
passages, often adding his rem arks 
in  the  m argins. Some of these are 
most engaging. A fter an  involved 
dissertation  by th e  trans la tor, con
cerning the  origin and grow th of 
government, Mr. Gray laconically 
sums up his opinion, “Politics seem 
not to be Mr. Creech’s province”.

As to  the  book itself, it is w ri t 
ten  in  rhym ed  heroic ccuplets, 
with all six  books of the  Epicurean 
philosophy included. It was the  
first transla tion  of Lucretius into  
English, and n a tu ra lly  c reated  
som e excitem ent among the  l ite ra 
t i  in 1683. M any praises were 
lavished upon Mr. C reech for his 
work, 29 pages of which he has 
ir..cluded in  his book. These are  
w ritten  in language extrem ely  
flowery, and one en thusiastic  a d 
m ire r  addresses his eulogy “To the  
unknow n Daphnis on his excellent 
transla tion  of L ucretius .” I t  is in -  
teres'ting to note th a t  a t  th is tim e 
Thomas Creech was only 23 years 
old. W ith such a brigh t beginning 
we wonder w h a t possessed h im  to  
hang himself in  1700 at th e  age of 
41. Tragedy seems to  have  accom
panied th e  early  in te rp re te rs  of 
Epicurus, for Lucretius himself 
became insane and died a t  his own 
hand.

A lthough th is trans la tion  of L u 
cretius is the  most fascinating 
single volume, ithere is a collec
tion of 18th century F rench  books 
which claim  o u r  attetttion. Sever
al of these bear the  nam e of 
Thomas W ebb Brimage, who evi
dently  purchased these books all 
a t  one time, for th e  date October 
25, 1798, follows his nam e in  each 
case. He seems to  h ave  been in 
quest o f  adven tu re  a t  th is  point, 
for his purchases include both  “L ’ 
In fortune  Nepolitain, ou les A- 
ventures du  Seigneur Rozelli” and 
“Les P rinc ipa les A ventures de 
L ’A dm irable Don Q uichotte,” 
which, if you don 't read  French, 
are  the  adven tures of L ord  Rozelli 
and of th e  b e tte r  knowm Don 
Quixote. This edition of Don 
Quixote is especially interesting, 
being a F rench version of 1774, 
and containing th ir ty -o n e  illu s tra 
tions by Charles Coypel, ce leb ra t
ed 18th centui-y artist.

O ther F rench books are  treatises 
upon m edical and political science, 
history and  religion. The nam e of 
Ju lian  Facot is w ritten  in  m any  of 
them ; so o u r  guess is th a t  he  w as 
th e  original F rench owner, whose 
lib ra ry  was sold a t  a la te r date. 
Ju s t  how this collection found its 
way into C how an College l ib ra ry  
leaves one wondering, for i t  was 
added w hen the  book plates om it
te d  th e  nam e of th e  donor, and 
bore th e  inscrip tion  “Chowan F e 

m ale  Collegiate Institu te” and the 
gentle  th rea t  “Damages to books 
■will be assessed by  th e  librarian.”

BOOK CORNER

“The Store,” by T. S. Stribling, 
presents an  interesting, thought, 
alt times, a d a rk  p ic tu re  of life in 
th e  South  during  the  late  1800’s, 
w hen  th e  South was recovering 
from  Reconstruction', and  was at
tem pting  to  ad ju s t itself to  the 
problem s brough t about by the 
new  position of the  negroes.

T he  story, centering around a 
s to re  in Florence, Alabama, pre
sents a few  well-defined types of 
character, all reacting  to the  new 
position of the  negroes in  different 
ways. Thnough Colonel Vaiden's 
life as a  clerk in  H andback’s store, 
th rough  th e  anxious days after he 
sh ipped  H andback’s cotton to  New 
Orleans to  collect a n  old debt, 
th rough  th e  h ours  in  jail, through 
th e  circum stanccs preceding and 
following h is  w ife’s death, on un
til he  ow ned  a store  and plantation 
of his ow n an d  was m arried  to 
Synda C row ninshield, h e  stands 
out as one o f  dignity, one with 
k indness in  his dealings w ith  the 
negroes, and as one individual in 
his ideas an d  actions towards the 
negroes.

Miltiades Vaiden, though not tlie 
lold sou thern  gentlem an one is ac
custom ed to  associate w ith the 
South, d id  jx)sses dignity, for 
no th ing  else could  have  brought 
to  h im  the love and respect which 
he gained from  Synda, the  daugh
te r  cf the  g irl w ho had, years be
fore, given h im  up  for another 
man. Q uite ind iv idual in  his 
m anner, the Colonel dared  to  stand 
up for the  r ig h ts  of th e  negroes. 
H aving  lived an d  worked with 
th em  as a  boy, and then, as a slave 
owner, h e  understood them and 
trea ted  th em  kindly. F o ’ Spot, one 
of the  negroes, gives this estimate, 
w hen  h e  chides Toussaint, the 
h a lf-b reed  and a  son  of the  Colon
el, for entering  su it  again  the Col
onel:

“Toussaint, you is de mos, on- 
godlies’ fool niggah I eveh hear 
spoke. P ick en ’ out de honest’es’ 
w hite  m an in  de whole county to 
sue. Col’l Milt V aiden who would 
gib you a po u n ’ w hen you bought 
a pou n ’. C ol'l Milt, w'ho would gib 
back de righ t change when, you 
h a n ’ h im  a dollah. A n’ m in ’ you, 
he  do it  in  his own sto’ same as 
M istuh H a n ’back's. W hy Col'l 
Milt was de m a n  w ho bought a 
place in d e  coun try  jess t j  be- 
fr ien ’ you an d  you m am m y when 
ol’ m an H an ’back. th-ow ed you-all 
out. Now, h e  comes w antin ’ to 
sell the  m ules-he  own< mules- 
when he needs a l i’l’ money, an ’ 
you h a is in ’ suptions wid he a’oout 
h i t  in  de co’t!”

Colonel Vaiden also allowed the 
negro school sta rted  by Lucy 
Lacefield to  stand, and, recogniz
ing the  w orth of L ucy’s suggestion 
th a t  h e  use fertilizer on  his cotton, 
followed the  suggestion.

As qu ite  as opposite type  in re 
gard  to  h is  idea of th e  negro, J. 
H andback, th e  m erchant, stands 
out. H andback  w ished the  negroes 
to rem a in  ignoran t always, and 
filled h is faiTns w ith  th e  most ig
no ran t ones, so th a t  he  could cheat 
them , as he  chea ted  the  Colonel, 
years before. In  his dealings u i th  
th e  negroes a t  his store, he  always 
took off in  w eigh t and added to 
the  price.

F rom  th e  w orld  outside the 
South, comes Landers, the  Repub
lican postm aster. He too, stood up 
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