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Please Say, Thanks!
By BILL NORVELL

Fellow classm ates, this artic le  is being w ritten  in an 
effort to touch the h ea rt and m ind of every student en­
rolled at Chowan College. With the close of school now 
rapidly approaching, the things I am  about to say a re  
d irected tow ards each of you. My object is to arouse 
thought in each mind. I tru s t each of you wiU give these 
ideas careful consideration.

Often we young people take the good things of lue  
for granted. It m ight profit us to stop for a m om ent and 
give these things a little consideration.

Why are  we in college? Not because we thought it the 
proper thing to graduate from  high school and then go to 
a higher institution. We cam e in order tha t we m ight live 
the life which a better education affords. The sacrifices 
m ade at home in order tha t we might attend Chowan we 
take for granted. Did we stop to think about the new dress 
Mother went without in order tha t her daughter niight 
have a pretty  new E as te r  outfit; or the suit Daddy didn t 
buy so his son could have a new suit. Let’s not forget tha t 
our parents love new things as m uch as we. After they 
sacrifice at home in order tha t we m ight attend college 
and have new things, do we once stop and express our 
thanks or do we go on taking those things for granted?

After the various holidays during the year which we 
enjoyed at home it would be a sham e to know how few of 
us probably wrote notes to thank our parents for those 
experiences. Not only did few paren ts  receive notes from  
their boy or girl, but few were even thanked when the 
student left home to re turn  to college. Little do m ost of 
us realize how fortunate we are  until we look at some of 
our fellow students. Some come from  broken homes, some 
from  homes in which either the fa ther or m other is dead, 
and still o thers have never known either their fa ther or 
m other. So you see we have so m uch to be thankful for, 
but yet we don’t even bother to say, thanks! We can’t 
im agine how m uch the little word ‘thanks’ could m ean  to 
those who love and sacrifice for us. There will be a day in 
which we won’t have paren ts  to thank for the m any things 
which they do for us.

The college year is now drawing to a close. Many of us 
a re  graduating sophomores. How m any of these graduates 
have been to their professors and thanked them  for their 
tim e and interest? To be sure they get paid to teach  us, 
but they don’t get paid for the ex tra  hours they have spent 
during these past two y ea rs  explaining things we didn’t 
understanding or giving make-up quizzes because of our 
absense. Yes, they get paid, but that personal expression 
of thanks would m ean m uch to them.

Most im portant of all, how long has it been since we 
got on our knees beside our bed and thanked God for the 
blessings which He has given us.

I sincerely hope each student will give these ideas 
careful thought. If we would use this little word ‘thanks’ 
m ore often we would feel better and t h o s e  who are  
in terested  in us would apprecia te  it.

Too Many Chiefs
By JOE SUMLER

Too m any chiefs is an expression used m any tim es, 
but few of us realize the actual m eaning of it. The m ain  
reason is tha t we have never sa t down and actually 
thought about it. If we would realize the m eaning to its 
full extent, we would m ake better leaders as well as 
followers.

L iterally  this re fers  to a tribe of Indians. The chief 
is the leader and he is the one tha t does the thinking and 
m akes the decisions for the others. He is in this position 
because he has proved th a t he is capable of leadership. I 
don’t say  th a t one person should do the thinking for the 
whole tribe, but w hat a m ess it would be if all the people 
tried  to be the chief.

The principle involved here can apply not only to

Indians but to students, m em bers of a team , and life 
itself. We cannot all be leaders in everything we under­
take, and the sooner we realize this the better m em bers 
of society we shall become.

Suppose for instance a team  has two boys who have 
good averages. N aturally these boys will be the leaders. 
Then a new boy comes to the team  with an outstanding 
reputation and it seem s likely that he will soon be looked 
upon by the rest of the team  as leader. Do the first two 
boys join with him  to improve the team , or do they 
“freeze” him? When the la tte r of these occurs you wiU 
soon be able to see by the scores and records tha t there  
are  “Too Many Chiefs and Not Enough Indians.”

Recently, after a gam e with a Southern Conference 
rival, the victorious coach of North Carolina State recog­
nized his team  efforts by saying tha t he would ra ther 
have a team  with the desire to win as a team , than  to 
have five g rea t ballplayers out fqr personal gains only.

We at Chowan have had two team s this year who have 
had no definite leader. I don’t believe it was because there 
was no m ateria l for leaders, or tha t anyone had hard  
feelings tow ard another player, but it was just tha t every­
one was conscious of his appearance and w asn’t interested 
in winning as a team . “United we stand, Divided we 
fall.” We haven’t stood very well as team s this year.

We can use this not only in our team s but in all we 
undertake. If we recognize the fact that we have to be 
followers in the things that others do better than we, we 
shall be m ore capable leaders in the things wherein we 
excell.

Keep The Juke Box
We now have back on our cam pus the juke box that 

so m any have w anted for a good while. We got it back 
on condition that we pay for the dam ages to the other one 
by the income from  the present one. We will need the 
help of everyone in order to keep the new one. I know 
that Mrs. Brooks and the others who worked so hard  
to get it back for us will appreciate your co-operation 
in this m atte r.

Mrs. Brooks and R ichard Hastings spent m uch of 
their tim e getting it back so we could have m ore recrea ­
tion on the cam pus. We should show our appreciation by 
our co-operation.

In order to keep this new juke box on our cam pus we 
will have to keep it in running order, ra ther than  doing 
what we can to dam age it. — Bob Strickland

Unlimited Cut 
System Works?

U nder a  ru ling  p assed  by  the 
ad m in is tra tio n  of F u m a n  Uni­
versity , jun io rs and  sen iors w ith 
an  av e rag e  of 2.2 w ere  allowed 
the priv ilege of un lim ited  ab­
sences from  classes  for the fall 
sem este r. The s t  u  d  en  t  news­
paper, The H ornet, in  Jan u a ry  
conducted  a study of th e  effici­
ency of the new  system . Results 
of the study revea led  th a t  for the 
31 m en  studen ts eligible under 
the ru ling, an  av e rag e  of less 
to an  one “ c u t”  o r unexcused 
absence w as recorded .

W om en, h o w e v e r ,  averag ­
ed  two unexcused  absences per 
sub ject, su rpassing  th e  m en  in 
the to ta l nu m b er of cu ts taken  
during  the sem este r. A  to ta l of 
59 students w ere eligible for the 
privilege. Of these, 28 w ere 
w om en and 31 w ere  m en.

L ittle  abuse of the privilege 
w as noted on e ith e r the m e n ’s or 
w om en’s cam pus. E ig h t w as the 
g rea te s  nu m b er of cu ts recorded 
by any one w om an, w ith  four of 
these affected  by the  double cut 
ru le  before and  a f te r  holidays. 
The top n u m be r of unexcused 
absences reco rd ed  by  a m ale 
student w as seven  and  the sm all­
est n um ber w as two.

Those who have had  the priv i­
lege of an  un lim ited  n um b er of 
unexcused absences a sem ester 
w ere shown to have reco rded  ap­
proxim ately  the sam e  num ber as 
those lim ited  to th ree  cuts.— 
E ducator.

How Come?
On the T exarkana (Texas) Gazette all applicants for 

jobs a re  given a test. I t ’s a spelling test of 30 words and 
recently the editor reported on the results of testing sev­
era l applicants. A university graduate m issed 28 of the 
words, including secretary , miscellaneous, separate, 
column, vacuum , etc., and every college graduate failed 
to break even. The only person, the editor said, who has 
m ade a perfect score w as a 47-year-old woman with an 
eighth grade education. He hired her.

Stories From Life

Faraday And His Faith
By JOHN D. McCREADY

All boys and girls a re  hero- 
w orshipers.

So is a  well-known A m erican 
scientist, D r. R aym ond J .  See- 
ger. Speaking recently  a t Cho­
w an College he m entioned to the 
students one of h is g re a t heroes 
F a ra d a y  the physicist.

Who w as he?
M ichael F a ra d a y  w as bo’-n in­

to a  la rge  fam ily  in E ngland, on 
S eptem ber 22, 1791. He w as so 
poor th a t a college education 
w as out of the question. Y et 
before he died, in 1867, he had  
so enriched  the w orld by  his 
discoveries th a t Queen V ictoria 
invited h im  to occuoy a house on 
the grounds of H am pton Court 
P a lace .

M ichael w ent to w ork a t the 
age of twelve, as an e rran d  boy 
for a sta tioner and bookbinder 
in London. He studied scientific 
books in his free tim e. When he 
w as ninteen, a  custom er visiting 
the shop, w as im pressed  by his 
personality  and intelligence tha t 
he gave him  tickets to the la s t 
four lec tu res in a series by Sir 
H um phry  D avy a t the R oyal In ­
stitution. M ichael took notes and 
sen t them  a fte rw ards to Sir 
H um phry, asking him  if he could 
in any w ay help him  to leave 
his p rosaic  job and devote h im ­
self to the science w hich he 
loved. Shortly a fte rw ard  t h e

coach of D avy drew  uo before 
young F a ra d a y ’s lodgings and a 
se rv an t delivered a note. The 
next day F a ra d a y  w as helping 
D avy w ith his experim ents — 
helping h im self also to dang er; 
for m ore than  once the older 
m an  and his ass is tan t w ere both 
in jured  by explosions of n itro ­
gen.

When D avy and his wife left 
for a  tr ip  on the continent, D avy 
took along his helper, as valet 
and secre ta ry . In  Switzerland, 
w here they w ere the guests of a 
p rom inent m an  nam ed  De La 
Rive, F a ra d a y  listened to m any  
leading scientists whom D avy 
m e t ,  and loaded h is gun on 
hunting expeditions. The secre- 
ta ry -va le t w as, a t first, given a 
place a t m ealtim e a t the se r­
v an ts’ tab le ; bu t De La Rive, 
w hen he becam e b e tte r ac- 
7 'ia in ted  w i t h  F a rad ay , and 
lea.'ned of his position in the 
labora to ry  a t  home, w ished to 
ra ise  his sta tus. Lady D avy ob­
jected , and De La Rive solved 
the problem  by serving F a ra ­
d ay ’s m eals in the young m a n ’s 
own room . To be tre a te d  a s  a 
m en ia l by Lady D avy w as a 
sore tr ia l to the fiery, sensitive 
sp irit of a  gifted young m an, 
but he endured it.

Some y ea rs  a fte r th is  tr ip , 
F a ra d a y  m e t S arah  P a rn a rd  and 
fell despera te ly  in love. She a t 
first hesita ted . She doubted th a t

she could ever m a tc h  h is love 
w ith an  equal a rd o r. B u t finally 
she consented. A fter the m a r­
riage , on Ju n e  12, 1821, she being 
twenty-one, he th irty , he wrote 
“A m ongst these r e c o r d s  of 
events I here  in se r t the da te  of 
one which, as a  source of honor 
and happiness, fa r  exceeds all 
the re s t .”

F a ra d a y ’s scientific  c a r e e r  
now w ent fo rw ard  until it  be­
cam e one “unpara lle led  in  the 
h istory  of pu re  experim en ta l 
science.”  In  such  fields as those 
of e lectric ity  and m ag netism , his 
contributions w ere of the g rea test 
im portance. His th roughness in 
p rep aring  the lec tu res , w hich for 
m an y  yea rs  he w as to give, led 
h im  to study elecution. His p re ­
sen tations w ere m odels of c lear­
ness and logical reasoning . Yet 
the ir effectiveness s t e m m e d  
even m ore from  a rem arkab le  
g race  and earn es tn ess  which 
m ark ed  the ir delivery .

The em inent physic is t w as a 
m an  of g re a t refinem en t and 
k indliness of sp irit, sym pathetic  
tow ard all in d is tre ss , and gen­
erous tow ard all good causes. 
He w as quite ind ifferen t regard ­
ing possible schem es of money- 
m aking  from  his discoveries and 
inventions. He found his satisfac­
tion in  the thought of hr.ving 
served  hum anity . R egard ing  his 
m a te ria l w ants, he w as confident 
th a t the L ord would provide.

F a ra d a y  w as a  m a n  of strong 
religious faith . N ever parading 
h is r e l i g i o n ,  he w as always 
ready  to discuss it  w ith  any who 
he felt, w ere ac tu a ted  by higher 
m otives than  those of m ere  cu­
riosity . Shortly a fte r  he was 
m arried , he un ited  w ith the 
church. A t his tab le  he would 
lift h is hands over the dish be­
fore h im  and in the tones of a 
son addressing  a  loving father 
ask  a  blessing on the food, “ffis 
fa ith ,” said  one who knew  him  
well, “n ever w avered , bu t re ­
m ained till the end a s  fresh  as 
when, a t  the  age of th irty , he 
m ade his confession of sin  and 
profession of fa ith .”  “ Our hope,” 
he once declared , “ is founded on 
the fa ith  as it  is in  C hris t.” He 
did not believe th a t  by 
reasoning m a n  can  find out G od;
b u t  h e ld  t h a t  G o d  c u m m u n ic a t e s
d irectly  w ith  the soul.

One day  F a ra d a y  w as ex- 
p l a i n i n g  a  ch a rac te ris tic  oi 
w a te r w hen i t  goes through  the 
process of crystallization . I t  m ay 
a t  first, he said, have foreign 
p a rtic le s  in it. b u t w hen the 
process h as  been  com pleted it 
h as  excluded all these, and  the 
c ry s ta l s tand s out sw eet and 
pure.

So it  w as, h is  friends said, 
w ith  the soul of M ichael F a ra ­
day.


