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The word Christm as m eans “m ass of Christ” . Writings 

upon the walls of early Christian tombs seem  to indicate 
that Christm as has been celebrated as a festival of the 
birth of Christ since the first century.

The date of Christ’s birth is not known with certainty. 
It was not until 354 years after His birth  that December 
25th was first observed as  His birthday, but since the year 
when Bishop Liberius of Rome observed Christm as on 
December 25, that date has been perm anent.

The season which we now call Christm as was a period 
of great pagan celebrations on the part of ancient peoples. 
When the Christian faith began to spread, it was thought 
best to replace the heathen festivals with the Christmas 
celebration. Roman em perors objected a t first, and m any 
Christians were persecuted and put to death for its observ
ance. But with the recognition of the new faith by the 
Em peror Constantine, the celebration of Christm as be
came established.

Now, once again, Christm as is to be celebrated 
throughout the world. It is interesting to consider some of 
the Christmas customs and practices of other lands, and 
to see how we have adopted sim ilar customs in some 
instances.

In ENGLAND, for example, the holiday season is cele
brated much as it is in our own land. Special church serv
ices and family gatherings take place on December 25. 
Santa Claus is a welcome guest in English homes, but he 
has a lot of competition from F ather Christm as—an 
elderly gentleman wearing tail coat and beaver hat.

Mistletoe and holly decorate the household and door
way in England. P lum  pudding and mince pie are  on the 
table. The Yule log, whose cheery blaze has become a 
symbol of w arm th  and light in a season of cold, burns 
brightly in the fireplace.

In NORWAY, SWEDEN, and DENMARK, the evei- 
green tree  is put up in homes. The season in SCANDI
NAVIA begins in mid-December and ends after New 
Y ear’s in a gay party. Gifts a re  delivered on Christm as 
Eve or the following morning by the “ tonte,” two kindly 
old gnomes. One, an elderly old m an with a white beard, 
red hood, and bell, looks very much like Santa. The other 
is a little old woman carrying a basketful of sweets.

In BELGIUM and the NETHERLANDS, the holiday 
season begins on December 6, St. Nicholas Day. On the eve 
of this day, according to legend, St. Nicholas, clad in bril
liant red robes, gallops through the sky to drop gifts down 
the chimney for all good boys and girls. Their youngsters 
leave their wooden shoes on the hearth  before going to 
bed as ours leave their stockings.

Most of us know that the Dutch colonists brought St. 
Nicholas, or Sinter Klas with them to the New World, and 
he becam e our Santa Claus.

GERMANY has its St. Nicholas, also. In Germ an 
homes, however, he is just an advanced m essenger of the 
Christmas season, and his task  is to check on children’s 
behavior. The real holiday begins on Christm as Eve and 
presents a fam iliar sight. The entire family gathers 
around a gaily decorated Christm as tree  to sing carols. 
Later, the head of the house distributes gifts. The Christ
m as tree  is G erm any’s most colorful contribution to our 
Yuletide heritage.

In ITALY, FRANCE, SPAIN, and some LATIN 
AMERICAN countries, the Creche m ay be found in almost 
every home during the Christm as season. Creche is the 
F rench word for cradle, and also m eans m anger. Minia
ture figures of Joseph, Mary, the Three Wise Men, and the 
Shepherds, are  grouped around the Christ Child in the 
m anger, against a background of moss, stones, and 
branches. It is displayed on a m antle or a table, and most 
of the holiday observance centers around it in these coun
tries where the religious aspect is stressed.

AUSTRALIA has its sum m er at Christm as time. While 
the Pacific Ocean countries follow m any customs similar 
to ours, it adopts them  somewhat to the climate. R ather 
than eat a big dinner at home, for example, an Australian 
family m ay go to the beach and have a big picnic.

In addition to Christm as celebrations at this tim e of
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the year, there is, also, the great Jewish festival of 
Hanukkah, the Feast of Dedication. In 164 B. C., the Jews 
of Palestine defeated Antiochus, who had tried  to abolish 
their religion and force Greek worship among the Jewish 
people. With the defeat of Antiochus, the Jew s were able 
to restore the sacred light in their Temple and resume 
their worship. The anniversary of that victory for religious 
freedom has been observed ever since, and the celebration 
lasts eight days.

In AMERICA, Christmas will be celebrated in m any 
ways, for representatives from m any different countries 
have brought their heritage with them, either in p ar t  or in 
toto.

The traditions and festivities are  good if they are  
expressions of joy because Christ is magnified a t this 
season. It is possible for one to know the basic facts con
cerning Christmas, and even to participate in Christmas 
festivities, and yet be quite unaw are of their significance 
and relevance to life today. I hope this will not be the case 
with m em bers of our college family.

The true meaning of Christmas is this—with deliberate 
purpose, God Himself has visited this little planet, in the 
person of His Son, Jesus Christ.

It is my hope that all of us, as well as our loved ones 
and friends, shall be consumed neither by the com m er
cialization of Christmas nor by irrational rejoicing, but 
that we shall see with new eyes the m arvel of God’s visit. 
Let us m ake the One whose Birthday we rightly celebrate 
become to us real, alive and contemporary.

Then we shall understand the meaning of Christmas 
and be able to communicate with sincerity, the “good 
tiding of great joy which shall be to all people.”

In the spirit of Christmas, I wish for all of you, all the 
joys and happiness which this season affords.

“DR. BRUCE”

Our New Year Resolutions
By JO E SUMLER

With the coming of the new year we will all be making 
resolutions of one nature or another. Nearly everyone 
m akes a resolution, but it is doubtful if m any have ever 
thought of the good a well-planned resolution could bring 
to their lives.

Most of us will m ake resolutions concerning things we 
have done, or habits we wish to break, or other items of 
little importance.

I know one person who has m ade the sam e resolution 
for several years, and says he has to break it so he will 
have something to resolve the coming year. To him this is 
a big joke.

Now think of the good that would come to us if we 
make and kept just one resolution a year that would make 
us better m em bers of the society in which we live. Most 
of us have short-comings that we would like to overcome, 
or have goals we wish to reach. If we seriously resolved 
to do one thing a year to improve ourselves and try  our 
best to stick by this, we would in a m atte r of time, see 
how easily it would be to control our lives. This can be 
an important part of the Christmas season.

Are we thankful for what we have? Do we find our
selves doing things we know are not appreciated by 
others? Are we satisfied with what we are attaining, liv
ing as we are? All of these things we should think of in 
making a resolution.

After we have a resolution, the hardest part has just 
begun. Many will feel the resolution will soon be forgotten 
by others, so it is soon cast aside. The fact is there are 
only a few people who care if you improve your life or 
not. So it is entirely up to you, and the strength of your 
willpower. If you can stick to one good resolution for a 
year it will by that time become a habit and you will have 
m ade the year a success.

This season, before we m ake any resolutions, le t’s 
determ ine what we need most to improve our way of life. 
Then the resolutions we m ake will have meaning to us, 
and we will benefit greatly by them.

Good Luck, Editor-in-Chief!
The m em bers of the Chowan- 

ian staff would like to express 
the ir appreciation  to Joe Sum
ler, editor-in-chief during the 
p ast two sem esters, for the ex
cellent job he has done. He w as 
elected a t  the beginning of the 
second sem ester of la s t y e a r and 
his te rm  will end this sem ester.

A new editor-in-chief will be 
selected a t the beginning of next 
sem ester who will take  Jo e ’s 
place. Joe will becom e student 
advisor for the balance of this 
te rm .

Joe is a G raphic A rts student. 
He is a  h ard  w orker and any 
new spaper will benefit by hav 
ing him  on its staff. Although he 
has not had full cooperation a t

all tim es from  som e m em bers 
of the staff, he has  m anaged  to 
get The Chowanian out on tim e.

Joe takes the tim e to help any 
m em ber of his staff who asks 
for his advice. He is a kind and 
considerate person, and wel
com ed any ideas to prom ote 
im provem ent of the publication.

Joe will g raduate  in May 
and go out in the world on his 
own. We, the m em bers  of “ The 
Chowanian” staff, would like to 
wish him  the best of luck.—B.C.

Stories From Life

Sum m er School
Chowan College will hold Sum

m er School classes, Ju n e  8 — 
Ju ly  17.

Shoemaker^s 
Christmas

By JOHN D. McCREADY 
C hairm an E nglish  Dept.

The editor-in-chief looked up 
as  the cartoonist entered . “L et 
m e see th a t d raw ing ,"  he said.

The other m a n  handed him  a 
sketch  he had p repared—a re la 
tively sm all p ic tu re  which occu
pied the cen ter of an  en tire  page, 
on which nothing else appeared.

“H um  . . .  I th ink 1 agree 
w ith  the m anaging  ed ito r,” he 
said, “ th a t this is not Christ
m assy  enough for th is Sunday’s 
issue. No Santa  Claus, no red 
nosed reindeer—no tree  loaded 
w ith gifts, no stockings hung by 
the chim ney. I  believe th a t for 
once you’ve m issed  it .” (The a r 
tis t did not often m iss; he had 
hit the bull’s-eye m any  tim es, 
before and a fte r  he had won the 
highest aw ard  in a  nation-wide 
contest).

Then, seeing the disappoint
m en t in his face, the head  edi
to r added, “ L e t’s take it to the 
Big Chief (referring  to the pub
lisher) and let him  decide.”

“ I ’m  perfectly  willing.”
The two m en m ad e  th e ir w ay 

p a s t a  m aze of desks, each  w ith 
its m an  busily occupied w ith  his 
special ta sk  in the production of 
a m etropolitan new spaper. At 
la s t they reached  the office of 
the one whose word w as law. 
They explained the ir e rran d , and 
handed him the sketch.

It showed a rude shelter or 
stable in w hich a m an  and a 
young w om an w ere bending ten 
derly over a babe who lay 
asleep in the straw . Above the 
building shone a single b righ t 
s ta r. The p ic ture  bore no title , 
and there  w ere no w ords a t
tached, except th a t underneath  
it w as w ritten  a verse from  the 
New Testam ent.

“The m anaging  editor feels, 
and I feel, tha t th is p ic tu re  is 
not C hristm assy  e n o u g h—no 
Santa Claus, nor the other 
things tha t we had  in m ind 
for our paper the Sunday before 
C hristm as. We ap precia te  our 
cartoonist here  — but we feel 
we need som ething d ifferen t.” 
The editor-in-chief w as speak 
ing, and he m ade his point in a 
few words.

The publisher, a la rge , burly 
man, w as for a few m om ents 
deep in thought as he gazed a t 
the simple but a rtis tic  p ic tu re  
and the words beneath  it. Then 
he looked up a t the influential 
m em ber of his staff who had 
jus t s ta ted  his objection.

“You have brought th is to m e 
for my decision. Well, here  it 
is :—the p ic tu re’s all right. P ub 
lish it.”

Then, to m ake the reasons for 
his decision clear, he w ent on— 
“Look a t this p ic tu re , and look 
a t tha t verse— from  the Gospel 
of St. John. You think the whole 
th ing’s too religious. B ut I ’m  
telling you th a t there  w ouldn’t 
be any C hris tm as excep t for 
w hat th a t p icture and th a t verse 
represent. L isten—“ F o r God so 
loved the world th a t He gave 
His only begotten Son . . . ”

And so it w as th a t a  p ra y e r  
of the cartoonist w as answ ered. 
Not a p ra y e r m ade only a fte r  he 
thought his cartoon  w as in dan 
ger of being re jec ted . I t  w as a 
p ray e r m ade som e days before, 
in keeping w ith his daily hab it of 
kneeling to ask  God’s guidance; 
a p r a y e r  m ade as he w as 
searching for a them e for his 
C hris tm as cartoon.

And so it w as th a t m illions of 
people in a huge city  re a d  the 
words of John  3:16 the nex t 
Sunday, and a Shoem aker’s cup 
of joy w as full.

F or the cartoonist w as n am ed  
Shoem aker.

And the g re a t p ap e r for w hich 
he worked w as the Chicago D aily 
News.

And F ra n k  Knox — one-tim e 
S ecre tary  of the N avy—w as the 
publisher used of God th a t 
C hristm as—he and h is a rtis tic  
co-worker—for the proclaim ing 
a  fresh  of the g rea te s t new s ever 
told.

“ C h ris tm ai GieeUngc"
The Staff of The Chowanian 

extends C hris tm as G reetings to 
everyone a t  Chowan College.


