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CORRECT POSTURE HELPS MISS 
AMERICA OF 1958 W IN  HER TITLE

Miss Marilyn Van Derbur, Denver, Colorado, M iss Am erica of 
1958, who exeinplihes correct posture at its best.

Winning tlic title of "Miss 
A m erica” is not just a nnatter 
uf beauty, although that, of 
course, is important. Considered 
are  grace, charm, poise and in­
telligence. Good posture plays 
an im portant part, too.

When Marilyn Van D erbur of 
Denver, Colorado walked down 
the 150 foot long runway in Con­
vention Hall, Atlantic City, on 
Septem ber 7, 1957 as a contest­
ant for the title of Miss Ameri­
ca, her charm  and grace were 
enhanced by near-perfect pos­
ture. When the judging was 
over she was Miss America of 
1958. For her that was one of 
the. happiest days of her life. 
For the chiropractors of Colo­
rado it was a red le tter day, 
too, -for they had played a sig­
nificant role in helping Marilyn 
Van D erbur achieve her coveted 
title.

It all s tarted  with an idea of 
Dr. Robert Ohlson of Denver. 
As a m em ber of the Denver 
Junior Cham ber of Commerce, 
he was on the Miss Colorado 
Scholarship P agean t Commit­
tee. The prelim inary sta te  con­
test of the Scholarship Pageant 
is sponsored oy the Denver Ju n ­
ior Cham ber of Commerce. The 
winner becomes the Miss Ameri­

ca Candidate from Colorado. Dr. 
Ohlson approached the Denver 
Jaycees, offering the support of 
the Colorado chiropractors for 
the Pageant of 1957. He told the 
Jaycees about National Correct 
Posture Week and explained 
what an Incentive it would be to 
school youngsters to have a 
Miss Colorado tell them  how 
important correct posture is to 
beauty and health. The Jaycees 
invited the Colorado chiroprac­
tors to join in the sponsorship 
of the Miss Colorado Pageant 
and ijffored complete coopera­
tion with the National Correct 
Pu.'Uue Week Program .

the work of promoting the 
Colorado Pageant, tied in with 
National Correct Posture Week, 
proceeded. Little did they know 
that their efforts would receive 
national attention. Then came 
the d ram atic  day when Marilyn 
Van Derbur was crowned Miss 
America. Colorado chiroprac­
tors and the Jaycees of Denver 
were fully rewarded for all the 
work they had done up to that 
time. Miss Van Derbur, who is 
no stranger to chiropractic, 
could be thankful that her per­
fect posture had played an im ­
portant p a r t  in her being select­
ed Miss America.

ANOTHER CHOWAN CAMPUS QUEEN — While Chowan's campus is beautiful with its many 
trees and spacious green lawns, more prized than these are the pretty co-eds who lend charm and 
grace to enhance the picture. One of the prettiest is Miss Frances Johnson, secretarial student 
from Williamston. She will graduate in June and plans a summer wedding with Ervin "Buddy" 
Leggett of Robersonville as the lucky man. Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lance Johnson, Frances 
was Chowan's basketball queen; is a member of Alpha Pi Epsilon national honorary society; and 
is secretary to M r. John McSweeney, Director o f the School of Graphic Arts.

M ay Day Program is Historical
(See picture of May Day Queen Audrey Marr/ner on cover.')

M any guests and students 
joined Miss A udrey M arrine r of 
H ickory, Va., the Chowan Col­
lege M ay Queen, on Chowan’s 
c a m p u s  Satu rday  afternoon, 
M ay 9.

On th a t occasion she tu rned  
back  the pages of tim e to the 
y e a r  1825. I t w as on F eb ru a ry  26 
of th a t historic y ea r th a t G ilbert 
M ontier, M arquis de L a F ay e tte , 
visited the town of M urfreesboro.

H istoiical Note
In  keeping w ith the strong his­

to rica l note being sounded th is 
y e a r  throughout H ertford  County 
as  it observes the 200th anniver­
sa ry  of its existence, the annual 
M ay D ay exercises a t  Chowan 
College took the form  of pagean t 
depicting the tre a su red  ap p ea r­
ance of the young F ren ch  Gen­
e ra l who played  such  a noble 
p a r t  in the A m erican  A rm y’s 
ba ttle  for freedom .

C oncerning L a F a y e t te ’s v isit 
to M urfreesboro, W inborne’s 
H istoiy of Hertfoxd Counly says: 
“A com m ittee consisting of Col.

J a m e s  B rickie, D r. O’B ryan, 
Lewis M. Cowper and John  W. 
Southall w as appointed to m eet 
the G enera l a t  Som erton, Va., 
and escort him  to the town. He 
stopped a t  the Indian  Queen 
Hotel, then  owned by H enry A. 
R am say . The brillian t young 
law yer, Thom as M aney, in a 
speech of welcom e, g ree ted  the 
d istinguished visitor, who g ra ­
ciously replied. The p a rlo rs  of 
the g rand  old hotel w ere beau ­
tifully decora ted  w ith the nation­
al colors and patrio tic  banners . 
The b ra ss  band filled the hea rts  
and souls of the assem bled  m ul­
titude w ith patro tic  m usic, the 
noble and beautifu l w omen of 
the town and county on th a t 
occasion would have done honor 
to a  p res iden tia l inaugural ball 
a t  the  p resen t day. A m ost dig­
nified and elite reception w as 
held, w hen all w ere given an 
opportunity to shakehands w ith 
the G eneral. At 11 o’clock p .m . 
they sa t down to supper. The 
people cam e in from  all p a r ts

Two $500 Scholarship Winners

W IU IA M  W A IU C E  AAANGUM, Jr. BETTY CRAFT AAAHHEWS

B etty  C raft M atthew s, 206 
Sam pson St., Clinton, and Wil­
liam  W. M angum , J r . ,  211 P en ­
de rg rass  St., D urham , have been 
aw arded  “Donald G. M atthew s, 
Sr. C om petitive S cholarships,” 
in the am ount of $500.00, for the 
1959-60 academ ic  y e a r  a t  Chowan 
College.

The two high school seniors 
w ere selected  from  m any  out­
s tanding student applicants from  
the 40 counties w hich m ake up 
the th ree  eas te rn  N orth  Caro­
lina educational d is tric ts . Their 
selection w as based  upon aca- 
dcm ic scholarship , ch a rac te r, 
leadersh ip  ability, personality , 
and  need.

M iss M atthew s, dau gh te r of 
the la te  Mr. and  M rs. A. E .

M atthew s of Roseboro, is am ong 
the top ten  students in this 
y e a r ’s Clinton High School g rad ­
uating  class. A N ational Honor 
Society m em ber, her ex tra-cu r­
r icu la r ac tiv ities have included 
d ram atic s , glee club, a th letics, 
and work w ith the school new s­
paper.

M angum , son of M r. and Mrs. 
W. W. M angum , Sr., is one of 
the top five students in a  g radu ­
ating c lass  of m ore th an  one 
hundred seniors a t  N orthern  
D urham  High. Like his co-win­
ner, he is also an  active m em ber 
of the N ational Honor Society. 
He is also an  active m em b er of 
the S tudent Council, business 
m an ag er of the N orthern  y e a r ­
book, and had  a leading role in 
the Senior play.

of the surrounding country  to 
see and shake hands w ith  the 
g re a t G enera l and join in the 
g re a t re jo icings.”

The P ag ean t

The M ay D ay pag ean t w as 
d irec ted  by  M iss A nna Belle 
Crouch, a m em ber of the college 
faculty , and M rs. Edw in P . 
Brow n of M urfreesboro. M rs. 
N eva C am bell, college lib ra r ian , 
furnished the h is to rica l back ­
ground m a te ria ls  around  which 
the pagean t w as built. The ch a r­
a c te rs  in the severa l d ram a tic  
scenes chosen to highlight the 
L a F ay e tte  v isit w as p layed by 
Chowan students selected  from  
the m en’s and w om en’s physical 
education classes.

Reigning over the M ay D ay 
festiv ities w ith Queen A udrey 
M arriner w ere her m a id  of hon­
or, P a tsy  P ico t of F rank lin , Va., 
and rep resen ta tives  of the v a r i ­
ous student o rganizations on the 
Chowan College cam pu s: P h i 
T heta  K appa (N ational Hono­
ra ry  Scholastic F ra te rn i ty ) ,  Lil­
lian  C arte r, W oodland; F re sh ­
m an  Class, F r a n c e s  Johnson, 
W illiam ston; W om an’s A thletic 
Association, Jean n e  Miles, Nor- 
folk, V a .; B ap tis t S tudent Union, 
Ja n e  Winslow, B evidere ; College 
Choir, C arol Landen, Weldon; 
Young W om an’s A uxiliary, Gwen 
E u re , E u re ; W om en’s Jud ic ia ry , 
L inda W atson, Conway; T h e  
Chowanoka (College Y earbook), 
Mitzi Oden; H a tte ra s ; D elta Phi 
Epsilon (N ational H o n o r a r y  
B usiness F ra te rn i ty ) ,  Delores 
Hill, Woodland; N ational E d u ca ­
tion A ssociation, K atheryn  Trip­
le tt, B anner E lk ; Spanish  Club, 
Bonnie T inkham , A lexandria, 
V a.; M onogram  Club, L isa  T ay ­
lor, N ashville ; M en’s Council, 
B r e n d a  B radshaw , F rank lin , 
V a .; Sophomore C lass, B ettye Jo  
L assite r , Ahoskie; The Chowan- 
ian  (College N ew spaper), G ene­
va  C o n g l e t o n ,  W ashington': 
C hem istry  Club, Serina D avis, 
D avis.


