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From The President’s Desk

MEMBERS OF CLASS OF 1910 — They celebrated their 50th anniversary at the spring meeting 
of the alumni association. Left to Right are Mrs. Archie Richardson, High Point; Mrs. R. F. Zeigler, 
Florence, S. C.; Mrs. Joe Whitley, Whiteville; Miss Tulie Speight, Art Colony, Pa.; Mrs. Bill Griffin, 
Woodland; Mrs. J. F. Carter, Winston-Salem; Mrs. Archie Pruden, Margaretsville; and Miss Grace 
Parker, Murfreesboro. The other two members ot the class were unable to attend; Mrs. Pearla 
Pope of Aulander and Miss Eunice Evans of Winston-Salem.

Phi Beta Kappa Wanted: Music Minister

CHARLIE WHITLEY

MRS. CHARLIE WHITLEY

C ongratulations to Charlie 
Whitley {‘58) of M urfreesboro, 
who w as g raduated  from  the 
University of N orth Carolina in 
the spring w ith P h i B e ta  K appa 
honors.

Charlie and his wife, the for­
m e r Je a n  Long ( ‘58) of H ert­
ford, a re  living in Winston- 
Salem. He is em ployed in the 
A ctuarial D epartm en t of the 
Security  Life Si T ru st Co., while 
Je a n  is the m in is te r of m usic 
a t the H awthorne Road B aptist 
C hurch in Winston.

News Wanted
The Alumni Section of The 

Chowanian will appea r again  in 
the spring. If you have any news 
of g radua tes  p lease  forw ard  in­
form ation to the Alumni E ditoi, 
The Chowanian, or to Mr. John 
C. Gill, Chowan College. Con­
tribution to this section a r e  
wanted.

An Alumnus 
Like This One!

N eedless to say, Chowan Col­
lege could use a few alum ni 
like the one described in TIME 
MAGAZINE a while back. The 
alum nus in question is frugal 
old C harles E. Stillings, 81, a 
g radua te  of the U niversity  of 
New H am pshire  who is now a re ­
tired  ra ilroader living i n  a 
shabby hotel overlooking t h e  
New H aven tra in  tra ck s  i n 
Stam ford, Conn.

His philosophy of life has 
been sim ple: “ W hatever your
income, save som e of i t .” And, 
though his weekly income as 
fo rem an  of a  ra ilroad  power 
p lant never reached  $100 per 
week, bachelor Stillings p rac ­
ticed w hat he preached. He put 
m ost of his savings into blue 
chip com m on stocks—and he 
held on to them!

A fter his re tirem en t in 1948, 
the a lum nus’ hotel room  becam e 
m ore and m ore  c lu tte red  up 
with com pany reports  and m a r ­
ke t le tte rs . E ve ry  now and then 
he ’d hop on a tra in  and use his 
lifetim e p ass  to visit h is b roker 
in New York; som etim es he 
trave led  all the w ay to F lorida 
to look over rea l esta te .

About ten  y e a r s  ago, the I 

U niversity  of New H am pshire , | 
from  which he w as g ra d u a te d , 
in 1900, h eard  from  the old 
grad . He gave the U niversity  a 
sm all scholarship fund of $200 a 
year, to be used for one student 
“of g o o d  scholastic ability, 
sound ch a rac te r , and unques­
tioned loyalty to the U .S.”

Then, ea rly  this spring Still­
ings dropped his bom bshell...a  
scholarship fund of $228,000, the 
la rges t gift ever received from  
a New H am pshire  alum nus. And 
th a t’s not all. The shrew d old 
investor, whose firs t job paid 
him  $5.60 a week, is now w orth 
about $500,000, and a t his death  
m ost of it will go to his a lm a 
m ater.

His purpose in his gifts to the 
University  is to leave a m em o r­
ia l to his fa rm e r  fa th e r who 
helped him  through college a t 
g rea t sacrifice. Said C harles 
Stillings; “ I w ant to help those 
poor guys who c a n ’t go to col­
lege, and give them  a chance in 
1 i f e .” W anted Indeed! A n 
Alumnus Like This O ne! I

The Rev. Rex G ardner of Hol­
land, Va., is the new m in is ter 
of m usic a t the R iverfron t Ave­
nue B aptist C hurch in Lynch­
burg. A fter attending Chowan, 
Rex g radua ted  from  W ake F o r­
est College, the Southeastern  
B aptist Theological Sem inary , 
and received the M aster of 
Sacred Music degree from  the 
Southern B aptist Sem inary  in 
Louisville.

I am  happy to have this oppor­
tunity  to g ree t you fo rm er stu ­
dents of Chowan College through 
the pages of the alum ni issue of 
The Chowanian. The ties of our 
alum ni with the college a re  m an- 

' ifestly strong and  m eaningful, 
and we tru s t  th a t  these ties will 
be increasingly  significant and 
enthusiastic .

You will be in teres ted  to know 
th a t your A lm a M ater has the 
la rg e s t Sep tem ber enrollm ent in 
its 113-year h istory—585 regu la r 
and 28 special students, for a  to­
ta l of 613! This is an  increase 
of 124 over the 1959 Septem ber 
enrollm ent of 479. E leven s ta tes  
a re  rep resen ted  in the student 
body (N. C., Va., Ala., W. Va., 
Del., N. J .,  S. C., N. Y., F la ., 
Ga., and P a .)  and two foreign 
countries, Thailand and Finland.

Envision, if you will, w hat this 
m ean s  in te rm s  of crowded dor­
m itory  facilities, a  lib ra ry  situ ­
ation w here not everyone can  
find a  sea t who seeks to c a rry  
out re sea rch  and to study, a 
crowded offices; and also w hat 
it m eans in te rm s  of the obliga- 
gation and privilege of providing 
C hristian higher educational op­
portunities for so m any  young 
people!

M any of our older alum ni will 
be in te res ted  to know, also, th a t 
we have m ore  young w om en en­
rolled (about 200) than  a t any 
tim e when Chowan w as stric tly  
a w om an’s college.

Another firs t a t Chowan this 
y ea r  is the presence  of R otary  
E xchange Student, Miss Liisa 
M arja tta  Keski-Luopa of F in ­
land. Before long she will be on 
the “Speaking C ircuit” rep re ­
senting your A lm a M ater. P e r ­
haps you would like to a rran g e  
for h e r to a ttend  a m eeting  of 
som e club to which you belong.

We had  only one resignation 
from  our faculty  la s t spring, F. 
Milam Johnson of the Science 
D epartm ent, certa in ly  an  indi­
cation of the high m orale  which 
exists am ong our faculty  and 
staff. I t w as necessary , however, 
to add five additional m em bers  
to our faculty  in o rder to take  
ca re  of the inc reased  student 
body. We now have 36 faculty  
m em bers , and, in m y  opinion, 
the college has its s trongest fac ­
ulty  in recen t years , from  the 
point of view of g radua te  de­
grees, additional study, and 
teach ing  experience.

No doubt you have read  of the 
recen t dedication of our new 118 
bed dorim itory  for m en. We hope 
th a t  those o'f you who could not

be here  on th a t occasion will 
soon have an opportunity  to see 
it, for it is tru ly  a beautifu l and 
functional s truc tu re .

We a re  trem endously  encour­
aged concerning the fu tu re  of 
Chowan College. Its  fu tu re  is as 
b right as the business concerns, 
a lum ni, and friends of Chowan 
College w an t it to be. M any m ore  
s tuden ts a re  seeking en trance  to 
the college than  we can  care  
for. E ven  w ith the new colleges 
being erec ted  in N orth  C arolina 
and Virginia, th e re  is still no 
o ther college within a sixty-m ile 
rad ius of M urfreesboro.

A new classroom  building with 
additional adm in is tra tive  of­
fices, a  new  lib ra ry , and genera l 
endow m ent funds a re  our m ost 
p ressing needs now. These, and 
others, a re  specifically and de­
finitely re la ted  to the fu ture  s ta ­
tus and service of the college.

M any friends ask  us about 
possible senior college s ta tu s  for 
Chowan College. The B oard  of 
T rustees has  taken  the following 
action incident to th is m a tte r :  

“The im m edia te  concern  of 
the B oard  of T rustees of Cho­
w an College is to m ake  Cho­
w an as  good as  the best in 
junior college C hristian h igher 
education. The phenom enal 
growth and strenthening of ac ­
adem ic s tan d a rd s  in the pas t 
few y ea rs  is evidence of this 
dedication on the p a r t  of the 
T rustees and the A dm inistra ­
tion. However, w hen th e re  is 
sufficient dem and for its se r ­
vices as such, and w hen ade ­
quate  financia l ass istance  is 
available  for such a  change, 
the Chowan T rustees  (as  well 
as  m any  alum ni and friends) 
a re  definitely in te res ted  in 
seeing the College again  re ­
sum e senior college sta tus , a 
s ta tu s  it gave up in 1937 in the 
m idst of the depression y e a rs .” 

We a re  now entering  w hat 
p rom ises to be the g rea te s t 
period in the life of Chowan 
College. As we do, I pledge m y  
best to the college and I am  
sure we can  count on your con­
tinuing in te res t and support. In 
closing, le t m e  reques t th a t  you 
w rite  and give us your sugges­
tions for the college. And, while 
writing, why not w rite  a check 
to the “Chowan College Devel­
opm ent F u n d ” for the provision 
of g rea tly  needed physical facil­
ities? P lease  v isit us a t  the col­
lege w henever you can , and, by 
all m eans, rem em b er A lm a M a­
te r  in your p rayers .

The only thing m ore  expensive 
than  education is ignorance.

FROM THE CLASSES OF 1954 AND 1955 -  At their Reunion on May Day last spring are Left to 
Right, Mrs. Joyce Ann (Parker) Miller, Murfreesboro; The Rev. Joe Lang, Fairfield; Shelton Asbell, 
Windsor; Mrs. Marilyn (Turner) Lang, Fairfield; Mrs. Jean (Parker) Smith, Hubert; Mrs. Mildred 
(W heeler) Morgan, Portsmouth; Mrs. Gwen (C ooper) Adams, Florence, S. C.; Mary Lou Harker, 
New Bern; William Stradley, Murfreesboro; Mrs. Faye (Barkley) Russell, Rock Mount; Phyllis 
Ward, Whaleyville,Va.; Rebecca Flythe, Norfolk; Mrs. Ella Jane (S m ith ) Brown, Murfreesboro; 
Mrs. Betty (B oyd) Snead, Charlotte; Bill Warren, and Mrs. Ann (Long) Warren, Raleigh.


