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Alumni, Etc.
By JOHN C. GILL, J r .

You m ay  rem em b er f r o m  
your college days th a t the L atin  
word alo m ean s  “ to nourish, to 
feed, to su s ta in .” One English 
derivative from  alo is  alum ni, 
m eaning  “ those who have been 
nourished and  fed ” by an  ed 
ucational institution.

I d a re  say  th a t the word 
a lum ni and the severa l v a r ia 
tions of the w ord a re  am ong the 
m ost com m only m isunderstood 
and m ispronounced words in our 
language. L et us, then, see if 
we can  c lea r up som e of the 
confusion.

The pronounciation of t h e  
word a lum ni and  varia tions of 
it  is de term ined  by the la s t 
syllable, which changes to suit 
the gender and  num ber re fe rred  
to. Actually, th is  is w here the 
confusion a r ise s ; the changing 
of the ending of a word to suit 
the gender is  not a  p reva len t 
p rac tice  in A m erican  speech.

The f irs t two syllables of all 
fo rm s of the w ord a lum ni a re  
spelled and  pronounced exactly  
alike. The “ a ” is pronounced 
as  the  “ a ” in *ofa; the “ lu m ” 
as in lum ber.

Upon close exam ination, the 
various endings used on alum  
a re  not m uch m ore difficult to 
un d e rs tan d :

W hen reference  is m ade to 
ju s t one m an, the ending “n us” 
is added, m aking  th e  word 
alum nus. The ending is p ro 
nounced exactly  as  the word 
“ u s” prefaced  by an  “n ” .

The ending “n i” , pronounced 
as the “n i” in nice is used to 
re fe r to m ore  than  one m an  
(m en) o r to the com bination 
of both m en  and women. A lum 
ni, then, is a p lural word which 
d e n o t e s  m en  or m en  a n d  
women.

T urning to the d istaff side of 
the species and pointing to ju s t I  
one of the fa ire r  sex, we would 
designate  h e r an alum na. The 
“ n a ” ending is also pronounced 
as the ending in the word sofa.

If we decided to label m ore 
than  one of these delicate c re a 
tu res, we would c a l l  them  
alum nae. This fem inine, p lural 
form  m erely  req u ires  the addi
tion of an “e ” to the fem inine, 
singular form . The ending is 
pronounced as the w ord knee.

Now w ouldn’t  you ag ree  th a t 
alum ni—etc. is actually  quite 
simple? R em em ber one basic 
rule and you have it: to alum , 
add the ending which suits the 
m ale or fem ale  in gender and 
num ber.

NEW ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OFFICERS -  Elected at the spring 
meeting, were, left to right, Mrs. Harold Brown, Murfreesboro, 
vice president; Mrs. R. H. Underwood, Murfreesboro, president; 
Mrs. Henry Miller, Murfreesboro, treasurer; and Mrs. George 
W. Pratt, Merry Hill (not shown) secretary.

Alumni News in Brief

ROOFREADER WANTED
Drop a single le tte r  from  a 

sentence and the en tire  context 
m ay  be changed. H ere a re  five 
gem s th a t  would have been 
m ildly h ilarious if they h ad n ’t 
gotten into p rin t;

“ The conflict w as dreadful 
and  the enem y w as repulsed 
with g rea t la u g h te r.”

“ W hen the p res iden t’s wife 
en tered  the hum ble sitting-room  
of the house she w as politely 
offered a h a ir .”

“ A m a n  w as a rre s ted  yes te r 
day  on the cha rg e  of having 
ea ten  a  cabm an  for dem anding 
m ore th an  h is f a re .”

“An em ployee in the service 
of the G overnm ent w as accused 
of having stolen a sm all ox from  
the m ail. The stolen p roperty  
w as found in  h is vest pocket.” 

“The R ussian  soldier, Knack- 
inoffoskewky, w as found dead  
w ith a long w ord sticking in 
h is m ou th .”—D an Solo

D avid A. E van s ( ‘60) of Rich 
Square received a scholarship 
to the U niversity  of N orth C aro
lina and  is now studying there .

Bill Griffin Soivey ( ‘60) of 
Jackson  w orked th is sum m er 
in the R e g is tra r ’s office a t the 
college. He is cu rren tly  en
rolled a t E a s t  Carolina College.

D ewey W. Wells, the E liza 
beth  City a tto rney  who serves 
as  a  m e m b er of the college 
B oard  of T rustees, has been 
n am ed  ch a irm an  for the 1960 
P asquo tank  C o u n t y  United 
F und  C am paign  which has  a 
goal of $70,000.

The old Lewis M eredith  home 
in  M urfreesboro, which dates 
back  to 1775 and is the p roper
ty  of Chowan alum na Addie 
M ae Cook, w as sold a t auction 
th is sum m er. M iss Cook resided 
in the hom e p rio r to h e r ac 
cepting a  m issionary  assign 
m en t in Hawaii.

The p a ren ts  of M iss P a tr ic ia  
D elaney, fo rm er a ss is tan t to the 
B u rsa r a t  the college, have  an 
nounced h e r engagem ent to Wil
liam  F . B ray  ( ‘59) of H ertford. 
A D ecem ber wedding is p lann 
ed.

A lum na N eva C am pbell, the 
college lib ra r ian , a ttended  the 
tw elfth annual junior college 
workshop a t  the U niversity  of 
N orth C arolina th is sum m er. 
Jun io r college facu lty  m em bers  
a  1 1Q aam in is tra to rs  f r o m  
throughout the nation  w ere in 
j t te n u a .-c e .

One of N orth  C aro lina’s m ost 
con troversial figures, the Rev. 
W. W. F in la to r, pas to r of Pu l
len M em orial B aptist C hurch in 
Raleigh, w as the speaker a t the 
spring m eeting  of the Raleigh- 
W ake County C hapter of the 
Chowan College Alum ni Asso
ciation.

Ju lian  Mills ( ‘59) of Roanoke 
R apids, a  m in is te ria l student, 
is now serving in the United 
S ta tes Air F orce . He is a  chap 
la in ’s assistan t.

M rs. D. M. W atson (M ary 
H oggard ‘28) is teach ing  F ren ch  
and English  in the W agram  
High School. She has two chil
d ren , a  d augh te r 13 and  a son 
14.

M r and M rs. A. D. Liver- 
m an, J r .  (E lizabeth  S late) a re  
now living in P inetops, to which 
com m unity  h e r husband  w as 
tran sfe rred  from  Spruce P ine 
by the S ta te  H ighw ay D epart
m ent.

Sgt. Eddie Wilson W arre ll is 
on a th ree-year tour of duty 
w ith the U. S. A ir F o rce  in 
Okinawa.

Appointed to U. S. 
Military Academy

H arry  D. Sell, who com pleted 
his f re sh m an  y ea r a t Chowan 
in June , h as  been  appointed to 
the United S tates N aval A cade
m y a t Annapolis by Congres- 
m an  Alton A. Lennon.

The son of Mr. and  Mrs. 
H arry  Sell of Southport, Sell w as 
valed ictorian  of the 1959 g radu 
ating class a t Southport High 
School. He w as pres iden t of the 
senior c lass and a basketball 
standout for four years .

At Chowan, Sell com piled an  
outstanding record  in the c lass 
room , winning honors as  a 
D ean’s L ist student. He also 
ea rned  his a th letic  le tte r  as a 
scrappy  guard  on the B raves 
basketball squad.

He reported  to Annapolis 
early  in Ju ly  for the indoctri
nation sessions which preceded 
the opening o'f the fall te rm .

Profile of An Alumnus

D elores Hill ( ’60) of Wood
land, is now em ployed as  E du 
cational S ecre ta ry  for the firs t 
B ap tis t C hurch of V irginia 
Beach. P rio r to assum ing  her 
responsibilities there , She rep re 
sented Ahoskie in the Miss 
N orth C arolina contest.

The Rev. L a m a r  Sentell, p a s 
to r of B a lla rds B ridge B aptist 
C hurch in the Chowan Associ
ation for the pas t four years , 
has begun a new p as to ra te  a t 
Fox Hall B aptist C hurch in Vir
ginia.

Mr. and M rs. Vallie D ale Je r-  
n igan of Lewiston, have an 
nounced the engagem ent of 
the ir daug h ter Rose ( ‘58) to 
R ussell H arring ton  ( ‘59) of R ich 
Square. A D ecem ber wedding 
is planned.

(M ore NEWS, page 7)

S ta te  S enator John  R. Jo rd an , ] 
J r .  of R aleigh rep resen ts  the 
fourth  generation  of h is fam ily  
to have  a v ita l connection w ith 
Chowan College.

His g re a t  g rand fa th er, W. W. 
M itchell, w as one of the found
e rs  of Chowan and  one of its 
m ost a rden t ea rly  supporters. 
H attie  Owen M itchell, h is g rand 
m other, a ttended  Chowan du r
ing the la t te r  y e a rs  of the 19th 
century . In  1915, Ina  M itchell 
Jo rdan , m o ther of the ou tstand 
ing young politician, w as g radu 
a ted  from  Chowan w ith the A.B. 
degree  in m usic. John  him self 
a ttended  Chowan for one y ea r 
and  is cu rren tly  serving as  a 
m em b er of the college board  of 
trustees .

He grew  up in Winton, the 
county sea t o'f H ertford , only 
eleven m iles from  the beautiful 
old Chowan c a m p u s .  Upon 
graduation  from  the p u b l i c  
schools of Winton (an  eleven 
g rade  system  a t the tim e), he 
decided to spend his freshm an  
y e a r  in the m ore in tim ate  se t
ting of Chowan College ra th e r  
than  to plunge headlong into the 
less personal academ ic  a tm os
phere  of the U niversity  of N orth 
C arolina

Reflecting on th a t decision, 
Joh n  said  recen tly ; “ It w as a 
wise choice; and, w ith  the excel
len t tra in ing  I received a t Cho
w an  in the basic  freshm en  
courses, I w as able to go on to 
C arolina, com plete m y B. A. 
p ro g ram  in the regu lation  tim e, 
while m aking  a m ost sa tisfac t
ory  record  in the c lassro om .”

In  1942, he w as aw arded  his 
b acca lau rea te  degree in politi
cal science by the U niversity . 
He received  his Law  degree 
from  the sam e  institu tion  in 
1948. As a  Law  School senior, 
he w as the recip ien t of the Phi 
D elta P h i aw ard  for outstanding 
scholarship and leadersh ip  in 
h is chosen field.

W ith the N orth C arolina B ar 
exam inations s ta ring  the fledg
ling law yer in the face, he decid
ed to spend the su m m er a fte r 
g raduation  in a re fre sh e r  class 
w hich w as being taug h t in  Ashe
ville.

I t  w as a  happy decision! He 
m et, th a t sum m er. M iss P a rtic ia  
E xum  W eaver, a  na tive  of Ashe
ville who w as working a t the 
courthouse. A y e a r  la te r , they 
w ere m arried . Today the ir fam 
ily c ircle also contains two fine 
children—Ellen, age six, and 
John .III, age four.

U ntil 1951, John  w as employed 
as a m e m b er of the s taff of the 
A ttorney G eneral of N orth C aro
lina. Since th a t date , he has  been 
engaged in general law  p ra c 
tice in Raleigh.

Following a long period of in
te re s t and partic ipa tion  in polit
ical a ffa irs  on both sta te , local, 
and national levels, the Chowan 
alum nus threw  his own h a t into 
the ring  in  1958 and em erged  as 
a S tate  Senator from  Wake 
County. He w as re-elected  th is 
fall for a second tw o-year te rm . 
The political bug b it John  Jo rd an  
early . I t all began  when, a t the 
ripe old age  of 16, he got a 
c le rk ’s job in the Clyde Hoey 
G ubernato ria l H eadqu arte rs  in 
Raleigh. The excitem ent and en
thusiasm  around the h e a d  
q u a rte rs  a roused his appetite  
for politics and th a t initial in te r 
est is still very  m uch alive and 
kicking.

His active partic ipation  in the 
a ffa irs  of the D em ocratic  p a rty  
on all levels has brought all 
kinds of recognition. In  1954-55, 
he w as pres iden t of the Young 
D em ocratic  Clubs of N orth  C ar
olina. He w as elected  to serve 
a s  ch a irm an  of the  1956 Jeffer- 
son-Jackson Day D inner and 
also w as a delegate  to the  Dem-

\
ocra tic  N ational Convention th a t 
year. Govenor H odges n am ed  
him  to the N. C. Legislative 
R eapportionm ent Com m ission 
in 1955, and  he served  as  vice 
chairm an .

John  Jo rd a n ’s in te res ts , how
ever, re a c h  out f a r  beyond the 
political and legal a reas . He is 
ch a irm an  of the B oard  of D irec t
o rs of the N orth C arolina Divi
sion of the  A m erican  C ancer 
Society. He is p res iden t of the 
W ake County H istorical Society. 
He is a  m e m b er of the B oard  of 
D irec to rs of th e  S ta te  College 
YMCA and a m e m b er of the 
Advisory C om m ittee of the S tate  
B oard  of Public W elfare. Also, 
he is a  partic ipa ting  m e m b er of 
the R aleigh  C ham ber of Com
m erce , th e  Lions Club, and  the 
F a rm  B ureau.

An active churchm an, John  
h as  been a deacon in the  Pullen  
M em orial B ap tis t C hurch in 
Raleigh, as  well as  a p a s t p res i
dent of the chu rch ’s M en’s F e l
lowship Club. A t p resen t, he 
teaches a Sunday School class 
and se rves on the B usiness 
B oard  of the church.

No doubt, these ac tiv ities ex
p la in  why he received  the Jun io r 
C ham ber of C om m erce D istin 
guished Service A w a r d  as 
R ale igh’s “ Young M an of the 
Y e a r” in 1955. And also why The 
News and  O bserver nam ed  h im  
a “T a r  H eel of the  W eek”  in  
1957.

In  a  b rief conversation  w ith 
the w riter, while on the Chowan 
cam pus for a  re cen t m eeting  of 
the tru stees , the youthful Sen
a to r w as asked w hat one thing 
he recalled  m ost vividly from  
his s tuden t days a t  the coUege.

W ithout a m o m en t’s hesita 
tion, he said : “ G ladys Sledd’s 
c lass in the H istory of E uropean  
C ivilization.”

“As you know ,” he continued, 
“ she w as the  d augh te r of old 
Dr. B enjam in  Sledd, professor 
of history  and  l i te ra tu re  a t  W ake 
F o res t College and som etim e 
poet la u rea te  of N orth  C a  r  o- 
lina .”

“ G ladys Sledd had  h e r fa th e r ’s 
in sa tiab le  th irs t fo r knowledge, 
and she tr ied  to im p a r t  it  to u s; 
w ithout reservation , I  consider 
h e r  one of the top th ree  o r four 
professors under whom  I have 
ever been priv ilged to s tudy .”

The conversation  about h is
to ry  also brought fo rth  the con
fession from  John  Jo rd a n  th a t  
he is an  avid collector of N orth  
C aroliniana. He s ta ted  th a t the 
m ost valuab le  p a r t  of h is p e r 
sonal lib ra ry  (about 2500 vol
um es a t  p resen t) is h is collect
ion of m a te ria ls  on the Old 
N orth S tate, w h i c h  include 
every  h is to ry  of the S ta te  ever 
w ritten  excep t one. F o rtu n a te 
ly for Chowan College, he did 
not stop there . He w ent on to 

(See P R O F IL E , page 7)


