
Summer Session Starts June 12

DEAN OF THE COLLEGE J. IRVING AND MRS. BROOKS

Dean Brooks Retires
By John C. Gill, J r .

On June 30, 1961, J . Irving 
Brooks, having a tta ined  the 
age of 70 years , will step down 
as D ean of Chowan College.

F o r the p as t five years , 
D ean Brooks has served fa ith 
fully and well in his post. His 
excellent background combined 
with his m any  yea rs  of ex
perience in education provided 
him with the w isdom and the 
ability to do a m ost significant 
job in directing and im proving 
the academ ic  p ro g ram  a t Cho
w an College.

P e rh ap s  the D ean’s g rea test 
contribution during his half
decade a t Chowan w as his 
work to gain full accreditation  
for the college. In  all p rob a 
bility, D ean Brooks, m ore  than 
any other single individual, 
w as responsible for this im por
tan t advancem ent. His c a re 
fully detailed reports  and his 
cooperative w o r k  with the 
Study Com m ittee of the South
ern  Association w ere, in la rge  
m easure , the fac tors which 
won this national recognition 
for Chowan College.

A Virginian
The son of H enry E d g a r  and 

Lillian Howerton Brooks, D ean 
was born  in Dunbrook, not fa r  
from  the Tappahannock R iver 
in E ssex County, Virginia. He 
w as one of six children.

His fo rm al education began 
in the E ssex  County public 
schools and he w as g raduated  
from Dunbrook High School.

A f t e r  attending Richm ond 
College, D ean Brooks tran sfe r 
red  to the College of William 
and M ary and earned  the A.B. 
degree. He w as also aw arded  
m em bersh ip  in Phi G am m a 
Mu, a national honorary  socie
ty for outstanding achievem ent 
in the social sciences. His 
M as te r’s degree  w as earned  at 
the U niversity  of Virginia, 
along with m em bersh ip  in Phi 
D elta K appa, the national hon
o ra ry  education fra tern ity .

F o r m a ny  years , Chowan’s 
Dean served as a high school 
principal in the Virginia pub
lic school system . His longest

te rm s  of service w ere a t 
Clarksville (13 years) in Meck
lenburg  County, and a t High
land Spring High School (13 
y ea rs )  in su rburban  Richmond.

During those y ears , m any  
honors w ere heaped upon this 
outstanding educator. He serv 
ed on the G overnor’s Advisory 
C om m ittee on E ducation; on 
the Virginia E ducational Pol
icy C om m ittee; as a d irector 
and m em b er of the executive 
com m ittee of the Virginia E du 
cation Association for 17 y ea rs ; 
as a principal speaker a t the 
N ational Student Council Con
vention: as a V irginia delegate 
to six N ational Education  As
sociation Conventions; and as 
a m em b er of the Council on 
Christian Education  of the 
B aptist S tate  Convention of 
N orth Carolina.

When he re tired  from  the 
Virginia public school system  
in 1956, the P rin c ip a ls’ Asso
ciation in his s ta te  aw arded  
him  a citation for Outstanding 
Contribution to Secondary E du 
cation in Virginia. He is listed 
in Who's Who in A m erican 
E ducation, and in Who's Who 
in the South and Southwest.

His F am ily
About 45 y ea rs  ago. Dean 

Brooks m a rr ied  M arian  E liza 
beth Baughan, also a native of 
E ssex County. 'Ihey have two 
children: d augh te r Kathleen, 
now Mrs. C arl P. Craig, re 
sides in H ighland Springs; son 
J .  Irving, J r .  is em ployed by 
the State  of V irginia and lives 
in Richmond.

Mrs. Brooks has  also been 
em ployed by Chowan College 
for the p as t five years . F o r a 
tim e she served as a counse
lor for m a le  students; this year 
she has  been an  a ss is tan t dean 
of women. In addition to her 
duties in this capacity , Mrs. 
Brooks has ca rr ied  the heavy 
responsibility of supervising 
the operation of the college 
book store. M oreover, she and 
her close friend Mrs. G rim es, 
the dean of women, serve  as 
unofficial hostesses for all pub
lic functions a t the college. As

in the case  of h e r  husband, 
Mrs. B rooks’ contributions to 
Chowan College have been 
varied  and valuable.

As they begin the ir re t ire 
m en t days the f irs t of July, 
the Brookses will m ove into 
a newly-completed hom e in 
H ighland Springs. They also 
have a  70-acre fa rm  not fa r  
aw ay a t M iller’s T avern , which 
will provide a wonderful oc
casional re t re a t  from  city life.

Both D ean and Mrs. Brooks 
a re  avid gardeners  and do-it- 
yourselfers. With those in ter
ests, the fa rm  and other busi
ness in terests , books, and the 
grandchildren, re t irem en t pro 
m ises to be a happy and busy 
tim e for them.

All of us here  a t Chowan Col
lege who have com e to know 
them  a n d  apprecia te  them , 
both personally  and in the ir 
work, tru s t  th a t it will be so, 
and wish for them  life’s choi
cest blessings in the years  
ahead.

Press Meeting
ROANOKE RAPIDS, N. C.— 

L ieutenant Governor H. Cloyd 
Philpott of Lexington w as the 
m ain  speaker for the Spring 
m eeting of the E a s te rn  North 
Carolina P re s s  Association 
scheduled here  F rid ay  and Sat
urday, April 28-29.

N ew spaperm en gathered  for 
the two-day session devoted a 
portion of the ir p ro g ram  to a 
study of printing new spapers 
by the offset process. W alter 
P o tter, publisher of the Cul
peper, Va. S tar-Exponent con
ducted the offset session on 
Saturday  morning.

Philpott addressed  the F r i 
day evening banquet.

L inda Dickens of Roanoke 
Rapids, North C arolina’s lead 
ing baton tw irler, en terta ined  
a t the banquet. Miss Dickens 
is an official A m bassador of 
Good Will for N orth Carolina, 
appointed by Gov. L uther Hod
ges in 1959.

P lan s  for the 3rd annual 
su m m er session a t  Chowein 
College a re  com plete, accord 
ing to D ean-elect W. Clayton 
M orrisette  who d irec ts t h e  
sum m er p ro g ram  a t the M ly -  
accred ited  institution.

F if teen  courses in nine a re a s  
of study will be offered to s tu 
den ts wishing to m a k e  up defi
ciencies or to acce le ra te  the ir 
college p rogram . Chowan will 
also offer severa l high school 
level courses.

The School of G raphic A rts 
for its eighth su m m er session 
is offering Linotype and Tele
typesetter -courses.

In addition. E a s t  Carolina 
College will offer six courses 
through an Extension C enter 
on the Chowan cam pus. These 
courses m ay  be used to m eet 
requ irem en ts  for g radu a te  de
grees or for the renew al of 
teaching certificates.

Visitation Day
Noted B aptist leaders  and 

visitors from throughout North 
C arolina g a t h e r e d  on the 
Chowan College cam pus on 
Monday, M arch  20, 1961, for 
the annual C am pus Visitation 
Day.

Highlighting the p rog ram  this 
y e a r  w ere addresses  by Dr. 
Douglas M. B ranch, general 
sec re ta ry  of the B aptist S tate 
Convention of N orth  Carolina; 
Dr. E. N o r f l e e t  G ardner, 
ch a irm an  of the convention 
com m ittee  on t h e  advance 
p rog ram  for the colleges, Dr. 
B ruce E . W ithaker, p res iden t 
of Chowan College. The pro 
g ram  topic is “ Chowan College 
and the 45 Million C am paign .”

The annual event, sponsored 
by the Council on Christian 
E ducation  in conjunction with 
Chowan College, began  with re 
g is tra tion  a t 9:30 a. m. M arch 
20. T h e  official p ro g ram  be
gan a t 10 a. m . The Cam pus 
Visitation D ay cerem onies was 
opened to all v isitors. Those 
attending the event w ere the 
guest of the college f o r  the 
noon m e a l in the college cafe 
teria .

Also included in the d a y ’s 
events w as a  m usica l contribu
tion from the Chowan College 
Choir under the direction of 
Mr. Ja m e s  Chamblee.

The college dorm itories and 
ca fe te ria  will be open through
out the six-weeks session for 
s tudents  who req u ire  such 
facilities. The college swim
m ing pool, tenn is courts, and 
o ther a th letic  facilities will 
also be  availab le  for sum m er 
school students.

R eg istra tion  for the  Chowan 
College su m m er session is set 
for Ju n e  12, w i t h  regu lar 
c lasses to begin the  following 
day. The su m m e r te rm  closes 
on Ju ly  21.

Work Begun On 
College History

In  accordance  w ith a recen t 
action of the Chowan College 
B oard  of T rustees, work has 
begun on the w riting  of a 
h is to ry  of the college.

I t  is antic ipa ted  th a t the 
re se a rc h  w ork writing, and 
publishing of the  Chowan Col
lege h is tory  will take  about 
two years . The proposed vol
um e will reco rd  the activities 
and  serv ice of the college from  
its  beginning in  1848 until the 
present.

The Rev. O scar C reech of 
Ahoskie, r  e c n  1 1 y re tired  
d irec to r of developm ent a t 
Chowan, and Dr. E d g a r  V. 
M cKnight of the college ad 
m in is tra tiv e  staff w ere nam ed  
co-authors, w ith the la tte r  ap
pointed by the  B oard  to serve 
as  official d raf tsm an .

In  addition, J .  Fe lix  Arnold, 
p as to r  of the Enfield B aptist 
C hurch and ch a irm a n  of the 
Chowan College Board of T rus
tees, appointed an  advisory 
com m ittee  to w ork with the 
authors. C reech will cha ir  the 
com m ittee  which is composed 
also of: Dr. G ilbert T. Steph
enson, P endle ton ; and mes- 
d am es J .  C raig Revelle, R. H. 
Underwood, and E . P . Brown, 
Sr., all of M urfreesboro.

In  com m enting on the his
tory , Dr. B ruce  E . W hitaker, 
p res iden t of the college said: 
“With the  appointed authors 
and  com m ittee  m e m b ers  of 
such ability  and  qualification 
for the  w ork a t hand, the re 
sult will undoubtedly be a 
rea lly  firs t-ra te  history of Cho
w an College.”

Resolution of Appreciation 

For J. Irving Brooks

WHEREAS, J. Irving Brooks has tendered  his resignation 

as Dean of Chowan College, to becom e effective on or about 

June  15, 1961, and

WHEREAS, Dean Brooks has served th e  college effectively 

and faithfully during the five years of his employment, and

WHEREAS, the accreditation of Chow^an College by the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools and the present 
high academic standing of the  college are a tribute, in large 

measure, to the vision and vs^ork of Dean Brooks.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED: that the 

Board of Trustees of Chowan College, in regular meeting 
assembled on February 20, 1961, do  heartily commend J. 
Irving Brooks and express their sincere appreciation for the 

loyal and efficient way in which he has perform ed his duties 
as Dean of the College since 1956; tha t a copy of this resolu
tion be placed in the  perm anent minutes of meetings of the 
Board of Trustees; and tha t a copy of this resolution be 

presented to Dean Brooks.
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