
Folk Singer Feature of Homecoming

T w o m agn ificen t p la te  g lass  
m irrors in g ilt fr a m e s  and stand ­
ing a lm ost to  the 12 foot ceilin g  
h a v e  been  acquired  for th e  112- 
year-old Colum ns building at 
C howan College.

R em in iscen t of another era  
the m irrors  c a m e  from  one  of 
W inston-Salem 's old h o m es  — 
nobody s e e m s  qu ite  sure  which  
one, but th ey  obviou sly  h a v e  r e ­
f lected  s ta te ly  sce n e s  of gran d ­
eur.

And th ey  s e e m  qu ite  in  s e t ­
ting in the b ig  reception  hall  
and the lounge of the Chowan  
C ollege building which itself  
d ates  back  a  century.

Only out of set t in g  now is  the  
m odern ce i l in g  ligh t — and  
if a chandelier  could be  s ecu r ­
ed in p lace  of it, the m irrors  
m i g h t  ref lect  the changin g  
l ights and shadow s of their 
crysta ls .

B ut ch and eliers  are  not eas-  
c o m e  by and certa in ly  lo c a ­

ting one would tak e  tim e ,  not 
to m ention  finding one w hich  the 
acquiring m igh t be  worked out.

B ut i t ’s  not considered  an im ­
possib le  hunt by  C ollege per-
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sonnel who envis ion  the sta te ly  
sce n e s  o f long ago  o n ce  fam iliar  
in the g r e a t  reception  hall.

Today the m irrors ref lect  the 
changin g  era  of a  period when  
m odern conven ien ces  h a v e  r e ­
p laced  m u ch  that w a s  part of 
the period in w hich the m irrors  
w e re  m ad e.

But the use of th e  m irrors  
ha v e  not changed.

T hey add d ign ity  and beauty  
to the room s w here  co llege  s tu ­
dents  h a v e  found p e a c e  and  
ch a r m  sin c e  the h an dsom e build ­
ing  w as opened on N ovem ber of 
1852.

And if ghosts of earlier  s tu ­
dents w ere  to w alk, their r e ­
flections would b e  m irrored  
back in the m odern settin g  of 
tod ay’s  rooms.

COSTLY STRUCTURE

T he world-fam ous Taj M ahal,  

known for its  arch itectura l b ea u ­

ty, is  sa id  to h a v e  cost  $15 m il ­

lion. The structure  is located in 

N ew  Delhi.

B y  TOM HARTW ELL
On Saturday even ing , October  

7th the student body of Chowan  
College enjoyed a very  im p re s ­
s iv e  p reform ance  by a  very  en ­
terta ining vocalist.

K aren Duke, an a ttractive
son gstress  of thirty-two y ea rs  
old, g a v e  two rec ita ls  in the  
auditorium  o f  t h e  Colum ns  
Build ing for students and their  
guests. She p layed  to a cap ac ity  
house at both p reform an ces.

This reporter hurried back
sta g e  a fter  the second perform ­
an ce  for an in terv iew  w ith the  
lady of songs, to find her quite  
tired a fter  her two perform ­
an ces.  My date  and I escorted  
M iss Duke to her hotel in  
M urfreesboro, w here w e  sa t  and  
ta lked about her fam ily  b ack ­
ground and personal e x p e r i­
ences .

M iss D uke, who w a s  born in  
Northam pton, M ass .,  w a s  e x ­
posed to m u sic  from  her birth  
on. Her father is  an expert  
pian ist, and tea ch es  piano at 
Sm ith  College.

A lthough K aren app reciated  
her fa th e r ’s  m u sic ,  her real  
in terest developed  in folk m u sic .  
She encouraged  her parents into 
buying her a  guitar as  a  Christ­
m a s  present when sh e  w as  
quite young. She started  her

m u sica l ca reer  only as  a hobby, 
never  knowing that it would  

lead  to a profession.

While in high  school, Karen  
p layed  her guitar and sang  
“ just for fu n .” She r ec e iv e d  no 
p r e v i o u s  en cou ragem en t, but 
continued to p lay  until oppor­
tunity knocked.

When opportunity fina lly  did 
knock for her, it w a s  at first 
very  lightly. K aren began  to 
m ak e  app earan ces  in local clubs  
around her hom e town, as  well 
as neighboring towns. H ow ever,  
the knock grew  louder, and she  
m oved  to N ew  York City.

In the "B ig  C ity” sh e  pre­
form ed d irectly  off B roadw ay, 
She sa id , ” My career  w as really  
enriched in those first perform ­
an c es  in N ew  Y ork .” Her pop­
ularity  a lso  b egan  to grow.

M iss Duke has been  w ith the 
National M usic L eagu e  for six  
y e a r s .  She had app eared  at 
m a n y  other co lle g es  as  w ell as  
club d ates  and other fatherings. 
M iss D uke had this to say  about  
Chowan: "It w a s  v ery  nice.
One of the w a r m est I ’ve  ever  
r e c e iv e d .”

When asked if she w as tired, 
she replied: "No, but I w ish  m y  
four year  old son could a c c o m ­
pany m e. H e's m uch better at 
crea tin g  som e sound effec ts  that 
are  used in m y  songs th an  I "

T he entire  aud ien ce  through­
ly  enjoyed M iss D uke's p er ­
form an ce , as w a s  shown by the 
loud and long applause. One 
student, com in g  out of the a u ­
ditorium  after  the first per­
form an ce  w as  heard to say , 
"That w as one of the best, if 
not the best, concerts  ever  
given  at C how an.”

For T w o  C e n t s . . .
One of Colorado State  U ni­

v ersity 's  Sw eet Young Things  
arrived  in the COLLEGIAN of­
fice  to d isp lay her ser ious co n ­
cern over being charged  a  n om ­
inal fee  1 10 c en ts )  to be r ea d ­
m itted  to her d orm  room. As  
she told this story: brushing
her teeth, the wind b lew  her 
door shut and she  w as  left in 
the cold—sans key or dim e.

One can  envision  all m anner  
of bizarre situations, A poor 
girl could spend en d less  years  
in her hall becau.se sh e  only  
carried  nine cen ts  with her 
when she w ent to the bath ­
room.

The D orm  Mother sa id the fine  
w as to teach  the Sw eet Young  
Things to rem em b er  their keys

and besides, the m on ey  is to 
be used to buy decorations  (and  
stuff I for the dorm .

D E L IG H T FU L  PIC T U R E — Miss M argare t  Simmons of Newport, 
poses in front of tall m irro r  in faculty lounge of the Columns 
Building. M argare t  is sitting on the antique  marble-top table in 
front of the m irror.

Antique Mirrors Secured for 
Historic Columns Building

GOOD SELEC TIO N — Donnie W hitehurst  ( r ig h t)  and Tracy Barnhill, Jr., find a good selection 
of toiletries as they shop in the new Student Store.

m
TEXTBOOK D ISPL A Y — K. B. Gillian finds ready  access to all textbooks us»?d at Chowan College 
at the new Student Store. Mrs. Alva Bowling is m anager  of the popular new campus facility.
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