
New Dean comments on Chowan role

Dr. B. Franklin Lowe, dean of the college at Chowan, recently named  
by the Board of Trustees in their February meeting. D r. Lowe has served  
as acting dean and director of sum m er school since the sum m er of 1968

Dates for scholarship tests 
announced by Dean Lowe

MURFREESBORO, N. C .-D r. B. 
F ranklin  Lowe, J r . ,  becam e dean of 
the college a t Chowan a t  the recent: 
F eb ru a ry  m eeting of the B oard of 
Trustees. Dr. Lowe has been serving 
as  acting dean and d irec to r of the 
sum m er school for the  college for the 
past 18 months. He has also been a 
professor in the college’s departm en t 
of religion, arriv ing on the cam pus in 
1964.

Dr. Lowe received the B. A. degree 
from  F u rm an  University, the B. D. 
degree  from  Southeastern B aptist Theo
logical Sem inary, and the Ph.D, from 
E m ory  University. The following is a 
recen t interview  with Dr. Lowe con
cerning the academ ic program  a t Cho
wan.

Question: Dr. Lowe, what do you 
believe to be the presen t role of Chowan 
College?

Dr. Lowe: Chowan College is, and 
shall continue to be, a  college which is 
p rim arily  concerned with helping the 
average  student develop his potential
ities. TTiis in no way m ean s th a t the 
college will not seek to rec ru it those

Classes of ’29, 
’54 reunion

Special recognition will be accorded 
Chowan College alum ni who graduated  
fifteen and forty y ears  ago when class 
reunions a re  held on cam pus during 
Spring Festival on April 26.

Mrs. Bela Udvarnoki is chairm an  of 
the 1929 class reunion and Reverend 
Gene Williams, who was the 1954 Class 
P resident, is serving as ch airm an  of 
his class.

CLASS OF 1929 AND 1954 REUNION 
SCHEDULE 

10:00 A. M., Class of 1929—Coffee 
Hour, Home of Mrs. Bela Udvarnoki, 
609 Woodridge Drive. M urfreesboro, 
N. C.

10:30 A.M., Class of 1954, Coke P arty  
Alumni Office, Ground Foor, W hitaker 
L ibrary.

11:00 A. M., All V isitors — CAMPUS 
TOUR.

12:00 noon. Class of 1929 and Class 
of 1954, Buffet Luncheon, P resid en t’s 
Room. Thom as C afeteria.

1:30 P. M., All Alumni, Alumni 
P resid en t’s Reception, Lounge, Mc
Dowell Columns Building.

3:00 P. M., All Alumni, Spring Fes
tival Pagean t, featu ring  the crowning 
of the Queen of Spring.

Suffolk alumni 
to hold meeting

The Suffolk-Nansemond County Alumni 
have scheduled a “ Dutch T re a t” supper 
m eeting  to be held April 14, 1969, a t 
7:00 p.m. a t  T ravelers  Rest. The Suf
folk C hapter is headed by Bobby Ralph, 
Executive  D irector of the Suffolk-Nan
sem ond County C ham ber of Com merce.

students who a re  above average  or 
who a re  below average. Such students 
will be actively sought and special 
p rog ram s will be designed for them, 
such a s  honors p rogram s for the above 
av erag e  student. However, our m ajor 
em phasis will rem ain  on the average  
student

Question: How will this affect the 
s tandards of the college?

Dr. Lowe: This does not m ean  that 
the educational stan d ard s of the college 
will be lowered. Indeed, we cannot 
allow th a t to occur. R ather, while 
appealing to the av erag e  and the low 
av erag e  student, and giving these every 
advantage and encouragem ent, edu
cational stan d ard s m ust constantly  be 
raised. This is an absolute necessity  in 
view of m an ’s rapidly expanding body 
of knowledge.

Question: W hat will be the fu ture  of 
the Chowan student in the educational 
world?

Dr. Lowe: We m ust strive  to see 
th a t any student who is g ran ted  a 
deg ree  from  this institution will be as 
well p repared  a s  any studen t who 
has com pleted two y ears  of study a t 
any other institution in th is country. 
Excellence in education involves taking 
a student w here he is and inspiring him 
to achieve a t  his h ighest level.

Question: W hat about re search  pro
g ram s a t Chowan, Dr. Lowe?

Dr. Lowe: Chowan shall rem ain  
prim arily  a  teaching college, ra th e r  
than  one dedicated  to research . Facu lty  
m em bers will, to be sure, be encouraged 
to contribute to scholarly  research , but 
the p rim ary  th ru st will continue to be 
th a t of excellent teaching. F o r this 
there  is no substitute. In o ther words, 
Chowan will rem ain  student oriented, 
ra th e r  than  resea rch  oriented.

Question: Dr. Lowe, there  is an 
indication th a t the faculty ra tio  is now 
one faculty  m em ber to 19.5 students. 
W hat is the fu ture expectation of the 
faculty-student ratio?

Dr. Lowe: The college will continue 
to m ake  a conscious a ttem p t to reduce 
its faculty-student ratio , in o rd e r that 
increased attention  m ay  be given to 
the individual student. The college has 
for som e tim e been m aking g radual 
p rogress in this area . In 1965-66 it was 
1:20.9, in 1966-67,1:20.27; in 1967-68, 
1:19.81; and 1968-69, 1:19.5. The goal 
of the college is to gradually  reduce 
this ra tio  to 1:15.

Question: W hat is Chowan’s role on 
the b roader scene of higher education?

Dr. Lowe: Chowan College is, and 
shall rem ain , an  institution of C hristian 
higher education. It is m y belief that 
church-re la ted  colleges have a vital 
p a rt to play in ^he education of this 
nation’s youth. As a  church-related  
college, Chowan ~m akes an  unapolo- 
getic C hristian com m itm ent which it 
a ttem p ts  to tran s la te  into its total 
p rogram  and policies. I would by no 
m eans advocate a  narrow  sec tarian ism  
nor denom inational exclusivism . On 
the  o ther hand, unless a  church-rela ted  
college can  provide a religious di
mension of education not available in 
public colleges, it cannot justify  its 
appeal for support from  a  church 
body.

Chowan College is now receiving ap
plications for com petitive exam ina
tions to be adm in istered  in the col
lege’s Com petitive Honor Scholarship 
P rogram  on two Saturday  mornings, 
April 19 and 26.

Dr. B. F ranklin  Lowe, Dean of the 
College, has announced th a t several 
applications have a lready  been receiv 
ed for the tes ts  which will be given 
at 10:00 a. m ., on these m ornings in 
M arks Hall c lassroom  building, room 
124. According to Dr. Lowe, the stu 
dents will com pete for 25 academ ic 
scholarships ranging from  $300.00 to 
$1,000.00 each. Students a re  eligible 
for these  exam inations upon applying 
and being accepted  a s  a  reg u la r  stu 
dent a t  Chowan for the forthcom ing 
fall sem ester. The applicant m ust also 
p resen t the scholarship application

blank to the college’s Competitive 
Honor Scholarship Com m ittee. Stu
den ts living too fa r from  the cam pus 
to m ake the trip  in one day will be 
given lodging and m eals for the equi
valent of one 24-hour period.

The Scholarship P rogram , designed 
to encourage and rew ard  students, 
is based p rim arily  on scholastic  ability 
although need is considered.

Other scholarships a re  available  a t 
Chowan which a re  based prim arily  on 
financial need, a s  well a s  scholarships 
in special disciplines such a s  music, 
graphic a r ts  and a thletics. J a m e s  
Cooke, D irector of Student F inancial 
Aid a t  Chowan, adm in isters these pro
g ra m s and will provide inform ation 
WT  prospective Chowan students upon 
request.
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