
Pygmalion:
a review

(E d i to r 's  Note: P ro fe s so r  R o b e r t  M ulde r  te a c h e s  in th e  D e p a r tm e n t  of 
E ng lish  a t  Chowan. He h a s  been  ab ly  a s s is t in g  in sp e c ia l  p r o g ra m s  a t  the  col
lege and  helps to p ro m o te  cu l tu ra l  ac tiv ities .  P ro fe s so r  M ulde r  a t te n d e d  the 
F r id a y ,  M a rch  7, p e r fo rm a n c e  of “ P y g m a lio n ”  a s  a  sp e c ia l  r e p re s e n ta t iv e  for 
The Chow anian . Below a r e  h is c o m m e n ts .)

By P R O F E S SO R  R O B E R T  G. M U L D E R  
When th e a te r  en th u s ia s ts  a t te n d  a  ju n io r  co llege  pr oduction , th ey  do not e x 

pec t c o m p le te  perfec tion , for r a re ly  is such  found—pven  on B ro a d w a y ;  how ever , 
they  have  a  r ig h t  to d e m a n d  in r e tu rn
for Iheir  t im e, effort, and  expense  a 
good p lay  an d  an  en te r ta in in g  evening 
fro m  the s tage . This is ju s t  w h a t  F r i 
d a y  n ig h t 's  au d ien ce  e x p ec te d  a n d  
rece ived  w hen the  Chowan P la y e rs  
p re se n te d  th e ir  final p e r fo rm a n c e  of 
G eorge  B e rn a rd  S h aw ’s “ P y g m a lio n "  
in McDowell C olum ns A ud ito rium  on 
M a rch  7.

D irec to r  E d ith  L a rso n  had  a  r ig h t  
to s it back  and  o b se rv e  the p roduction  
f ro m  the  la s t  row in the  aud ito r ium , 
a s  the  m an y  hu n d red s  of hours of h a rd  
work w ere  resu lt ing  in a  to ta l s tu d e n t 
p roduction  fron t  s ta g e  a s  well a s  
back. Mrs. Larson  had  ca re fu lly  t r a in 
ed h e r  p lay ers , for F r id a y  n ig h t 's  
p e r fo rm a n c e  w as  s ta g ed  sm oo th ly  and 
positively.

Upon en te r in g  the aud ito r ium , the 

po rtico  of St. P a u l 's  C hurch  quietly  
aw a ited  cu r ta in  tim e. M agnificient 
C olum ns f resh ly  pa in ted  an d  a  lum in 
ous c e n te r  window a t te s te d  to the  t a 
len ted  a r t is t ic  effo r ts  of Bob L aw re n ce  
of A sheville and  P e te  Sykes of N or
folk. This se t, des igned  for A ct I .  p ro  
m ised  the  au d ien ce  an  in te re s t in g  e v e 
ning a t  the  th ea te r .

The p a r t  of E lisa  Doolittle w as  
p layed  in a  sp a rk ling  m a n n e r  by D ale

Volleyball 
big hit 
with girls

T he  1968-69 g ir ls  volleyball te a m  a t  
Chowan College h as  co m p le ted  its firs t  
u n d efea ted  season a f te r  a  schedu le  of 
4 co n tes ts  involving 8 gam es .

C oached  by Mrs. J a n e t  Collins, who 
han d les  physica l education  for w om en 
a t  the  college, the  te a m  m e t  the  Col
lege of the  A lberm arle , E a s t  C aro lina  
U niversity , N orth  C aro lina  W esleyan, 
an d  A tlantic  C hris tian  College for a 
to tal of 8 m a tc h e s  g iving up only an 
a v e ra g e  of five points e ach  m a tc h  out 
of a  possible 15 points for the win.

S ophom ores on the  volleyball squad  
a r e  S an d ra  (SandyI Lynn Wilson of 
V irg in ia  Beach, Va.; P a t r ic ia  K ay 
F ra n c i s  of C apron, Va.; K a re n  D ale 
White of W haleyville, Va.; D e id ra  
(D eeI J a y  S h u m ak er  of T em p era n ce -  
ville, Va.; Vicki M aude G ilber t  of 
W inston-Salem . N. C.; D onna K aye  
F e s p e rm a n  of C h e sap eak e , Va. F re s h  ' 
m an  a r e  K a re n  J a n e  Lynch of Shelby- 
ville. D e law a re ;  D ianne  W illiam s of| 
South Mills. N. C.; and  J e a n n ie  Lu 
G ay  of C ha rlo ttesv ille .  Va.

W illard  of F re d e r ic k ,  M a ry lan d .  M iss 
W illard  h an d led  th e  t r a n s fo rm a t io n  
in sp e ech  a n d  ac tion  w hich  th is  p lay  
re q u ire d  in a  r e m a rk a b ly  p ro fess iona l  
m a n n e r .  H e r  qu ick , c r i sp  s ta te m e n t ;  
" I ’m  a  good g ir l. I a m , ” will long r e 
m a in  in th e  m in d s  of th o se  who saw  
h e r  b r i ll ian t  p e r fo rm a n c e  a s  the  Cock
ney" f low er girl.

P ro fe s s o r  H e n ry  Higgins, w ith  his 
130 vow el so u n d s  a n d  h is  d e te r m in a 
tion to m a k e  a  d u c h e s s  ou t of th e  d ra-  
gon-tailed  g u t te r sn ip e  (E lisa )  w as  
p o r t ra y e d  in a  f re sh ly  o rig ina l m a n n e r  
by T ru e t t  D u n c a n  of M u rfree sb o ro . 
Mr. D u n can  w o rk ed  h a rd  to p re se n t  
h is  c h a ra c te r iz a t io n  in a  conv incing  
w ay, a n d  th e  se r io u sn e ss  w ith  w hich  
he  a p p ro a c h e d  th e  p a r t  of H igg ins w as 
obvious.

Colonel P ic k e r in g  w a s  ac t iv e ly  p o r 
t r a y e d  by H a r ry  G re e n la w  of F r e 
d e r ic k sb u rg ,  who c o m p le te s  h is second  
y e a r  on th e  C how an s ta g e .  Mr. G re e n 
law  h an d led  his ro le  v e ry  well an d  in
d ic a te d  in h is p e r fo rm a n c e  the  e a s e  
and  g ra c e  w hich  c o m e  w ith  su r ro u n d  

ing s ta g e  f am ilia r i ty .
Also tak in g  the  p a r t  of a  t r a n s fo r 

m a t io n a l  f igu re , T om  G a r n e r  of N ew 
po r t  (A lfred  D oolittle) re c e iv e d  h is 
s h a re  of la u g h s  an d  r ig h tly  so. fo r  he 
looked, spoke, an d  a c te d  well th e  p a r t  
of the  conniv ing  fa th e r  of E lisa . Mr. 
G a r n e r 's  voice  a n d  s ta g e  m a n n e r  d is 
p layed  his u n d e rs ta n d in g  of th e  c h a r 
a c te r iz a t io n  w hich  w a s  his. H is p u r 
poseful s ta g e  m o v e m e n ts  a n d  h is self
induced  wit. a long  with S h a w 's  own 
b its  of sa t ir e ,  c r e a te d  an  u n fo rg e t ta b le  
c h a ra c te r .

The au d ie n c e  d id  no t  se e  enough  of 
F re d d ie  Hill, a  c u l tu re d  y o ung  a d m i r 
e r  of E li s a 's ,  p lay ed  e x u b e ra n t ly  by 
R c h a rd  Lalonde. H is h a v in g  h a d  less  
th a n  a  w eek  of r e h e a r s a l  w a s  c e r ta in ly  
not obvious to  th e  a u d ien ce ,  an d  v iew 
e r s  would like to se e  m o re  of this 
young m a n  in fu tu re  p roductions.

B ren d a  T r im m e r  of R ichm ond , w as  
M rs. P e a r c e ,  h o u se k e e p e r  of B a ch e lo r  
H iggins. M iss T r im m e r  w a s  p a r t i c u 
lar ly  m oving  in h e r  ro le  w hich  a c tu a l 
ly d e m a n d e d  keep ing  th e  p la y  m oving  
in m a n y  ins tances .

T he  p a r t  of M rs. H igg ins w a s  b r i l 
lian tly  p o r t ra y e d  by P a m e la  K eyes, 
who w a s  f i r s t  p re se n te d  to  a  C howan 
a u d ien ce  in "L ife  With F a th e r .  " Miss 
K eyes, a  n a t iv e  of P e te r sb u rg ,  con 
tro lled  h e r  c h a ra c te r iz a t io n  well an d  
s ta y ed  in c o m m a n d  of the  s itua tion  

w ith d ign ity  an d  c h a rm .
M inor ro le s  w e re  p layed  positively  

by o th e r  Chow an P la y e rs .  F r id a y 's  
a u d ien ce  w a s  r e m in d e d  a g a in  th a t

Mel Weston, freshman of Richmond, Va., and Dale Willard of Fr- 
derick, Md., are seen in an actual scene from 'Pygmalion" which 
was staged at Chowan College March 5, 6, and 7. Mel played the role 
of Freddie Hill and Dale played the role of Eliza Doolittle, the Cock
ney flower girl who becam e a charming and polished lady in the 
play. “ Pygmalion " is the dramatic version of “My Fair Lady.

th e r e  a r e  re a l ly  no m in o r  ro les  a t  all, 
fo r  even  th ese  cha i a c te r iz a t io n s  w ere  
p lay ed  well w ith  m a jo r  in ten t  an d  s in 

ce r i ty .
T he  p e r fo rm a n c e  of F r id a y  even ing  

c l im a x e d  the  e ffo r ts  of m a n y  behind- 
the -scen e  p ersonne l ,  a  h ighly  d e d ic a t 
ed g ro u p  of peop le  n e c e s s a ry  to  p r e 
se n t  a  d r a m a  a s  m a s s iv e  a s  " P y g m a 
lion ."  B oth  the  se en  (p ro p s )  a n d  the 
un se en  (sounds) m u s t  be ca re fu lly  
con tro lled  in a  d r a m a t ic  p roduc tion  
of th is  type.

S tag e  m a n a g e r ,  F i a n k  D avis , and 
s tu d e n t  d ire c to rs ,  D iane  T ru m p  an d  
P e te  Sykes, p layed  a n  im p o r ta n t  p a r t  
in " P y g m a l io n 's "  su c cess . C red i t  is 
a lso  d u e  Odell C leve land  who head ed  
p ro p e r t ie s ,  M ike H e rb s tre ig h  who 
h e a d e d  m ake-up , a n d  J a n e l le  Mitchin- 
e r  a n d  Ann Vick who h e a d e d  co s 
tum es.

V ery  obvious w a s  the  u se  of co lo r 
ful co s tu m e s ,  m od e led  well by  all of 
th e  c a s t s  young ladies . P a r t ic u la r ly  
lovely w a s  M iss D ian e  D a v is  of M u r 
f reesboro , who p layed  th e  p a r t  of 
C la ra  Hill, A u then tic  p ro p s  a lso  ad d ed  
f lav o r  to th e  s ta g e ;  n o t iceab le  w as  the  
o ld -fashioned p h o n o g rap h  a n d  th e  fan- 
b ack ed  w ick e r  ch a ir .  T h ese  w e re  only 
a  few of the  m e n tio n a b le  e x t r a s  in 
"P y g m a l io n .  "

Though  e v e ry  p e r fo rm a n c e  m a y  not 
a lw a y s  in d ica te  th e  h u n d re d s  of m a n  
h o u rs  g iven  to  a  p lay  of th is  ca lib re ,  
F r id a y  night" s p rod u c tio n  by  the  Cho
w an  P la y e r s  c e r ta in ly  in d ica ted  th is 
fac t.  E r r o r s  w hich  m a y  h a v e  sligh tly  
m a r r e d  th e  open ing  p e r fo rm a n c e s  
w e re  c a re fu l ly  c o r re c te d  in th e  final 
show ing. We shall look fo rw a rd  to 
D ire c to r  L a rs o n ’s a n d  th e  Chow an 
P la y e r s ’ n e x t  production .
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