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The Baptists and the Bible.

The following address was delivered by
Dr. A. E. Dickinson of Richmond, Va., at
the Centennial meeting of the Goshen Bap-
tist Association, recently held at County
Line Baptist church, Caroline county, Va.:

Baptists have always and every where been
the champions of an open Bible. Others
have maintained the supreme authority of
the Bible, but Baptists have always and ev-
erywhere stood. for something more than
that. They are satisfied with nothing short
of the sole authority of the sacred Serip-
tures, Our beliefs concerning God and duty
must come from the Bible since there is
nothing else to give us any light worth hav-
ing on these great themes And right here
lies the fundamental principle upon which
are based the doctrines that separate us
from all other Christian communities. We
put the Bible before everything else because
it is what it claims to be, a full and sure
revelation from God. Whatever may be
one's theory of inspiration, if he believes
that holy men of old spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost, he will wish to
hear and heed what the Holy Ghost says.
Right here is the starting point for every
true Baptist. He has no pet ideas of hisown
about church organization. The ordinances
of the gospel are nothing to him, except as
they constitute a part of the only revelation
Goghas given to man. It is because it is
the Lord's baptism and the Lord's supper
that we let them stand justas the Lord gave
them in his own revealed word. We love
our own children and all the dear little ones
around us and seek for them the largest pos-
sible good. It is from no lack of grayerful
interest in them that we withhold church
membership from them until they give evi-
dence of a new heart. The revealed word
makes faith and repentance and a new heart
prerequisites to baptism, and we dare not
teach otherwise, We have no right to do it.
And, besides the inspired volume closes
with denunciations upon.all who add to or

take from its teachings. ‘“‘For I testify unto

avar{1 man that heareth the words of the
prophecywof this book, if any man shall add
unto these things, God shall add unto him
the plagues that are written in this book,
and if any man shall take away from the
words of the book of this prophecy, God
shall take away his part out of the book of
life, and out of the holy city and from the
things which are written in this book.”
Thus speaks God to us in the last chapter of
the last volume of the books which go to
make up our Holy Bible.

THE APPARENT INCONVENIENCE OF THE BAP-
TIST IDEA.

In many particulars, the Baptist idea of
church polity seems to fall short of what is
most needed, when we come to the actual
test with the material God has given us to
work upon. . From a human standpoint the
most convenient arrangement for governing
our churches would seem to be that used
with cuch marvellous results by the Roman
Catholics—just as from a human standpoint
the most effective form of civil government
would be a despotism. Instead of all the
trials and tribulations we now huve in nom-
inating and electing the man we would have
to serve us, how much easier to let some one
man and his children after him rule over
us, That would save us from manifold in-
e hindatering the affairs of

a te s o

for ruling over God's elect. The great ee-
clesiastics who rule and reign in splendor
and power, hold a high place in their re-
spective sects and denominations, but th
have no place in the New Testament chur

lity after which our Baptist way of doing
hings is modelled.

BY THEIR FRUITS YE BHALL KNOW THEM,

If the tree is to be judged by its fruit, we
are not afraid of that test as to our church
lity and that of others. Without any such
uman appliances as they have for unifyin
and directing their forces, the Baptists holg
together very closely, and they are growing
every day into more loving accord, as they
work together for common interests affect-
ing the glory of their great King.

0 many this is & great mystery. They do
not see how it is possible for a denomina-
tion numbering millions to be so solid and
compact, without any authoritative stand-
ards or any ecclesiastical powers. Tnstead
of falling to pieces like a rope of sand, these
thousands of little republics, each separate
and distinct and independent of every othér,
are as wide awake and effective in diffusing
the gospel at home and abroad as are any of
the great Pedobaptist denominations, with
their strong Episcopal or Presbyterial gov-
ernments. How is this? Why is this?
The secret of it all is to be found in the
theme now under consideration.

THE BAPTISTS AND THE BIBLE,

If others have a book, so have we, and it
is our confession of faith, our discipline,
our creed, our standard—and that book is
the Bible. That book holds us together
and makes us one people, one in faith and
one in practice; and the more closely we
follow its word of command—the more we
regard it as our supreme and sole authority
in all matters of faith and practice, the more
we shall be drawn together and the more
we shall be led of God in all the great work
committed to us.

So far from looking to great ecclesiastics
for guidance, Baptists have ever recognized
the fact that herexy is most likely to de-
velop its rankest forms among religious
leaders, and they have ever sought to guard
such tendencies by giving people an open
Bible, and by encouraging them to form
their own views of its teachings by sedu-
lously searching for themselves its sacred

pagt;s.
ptists allow no dectrine which cannot
be sustained from God's word ; they coun-
tenance no custom contrary to its teachings.
With them the word of God is not only
supreme, but sole and alone in matters of
faith and doctrine.

Here and thers you may find a Baptist
church with its articles of faith, but these
are simply declarations of what such a
church believes the Bible to teach, and no
one claims for them any ecclesiastical au-
thority whatever, J

To the Bible the Baptist points as the sole
and efficient source from which he draws
his creed. He will not only point to the
book, but he will give you the chapter and
verse, and many chapters and verses, all of
which unmistakably tell what he believes
and why he believes it,

THE LOGIC OF OUR POSITION

As illustrating the logic of our denomina-
tional positions, let me say that it is not a
mere accident that Baptists have always
been the promoters and champions of relig-
jous liberty. Believing as they do they
were of necessity compelled to be the advo-
cates of soul freedom. We might say they
could not help it. That doctrine was
wrapped up in the Baptist idea; that every
man must repent for himself, believe for
himself, and be baptized for himself, and
that no man or devil or angel—no power on
earth, in hell or in heaven—has any right to
interfere with our own personal obligation
to do what God in his word enjoins upon
us. As effect follows cause, so the logic of
the Baptist position compels us to be as we
ever have been, the unwavering advocates
of soul freedom.

And, right here, let me add that to refuse
baptism to the infant and leave it to follow
its own convictions, as it growa to years of
accountability, follows as logically from our
position in regard to soul freedom. To take
an infant out of its mother’s arms, and by
mere physical force baptize it, without its
knowledge or consent, is as antagonistic to
our views of goul freedom as to inflict phys-
ical punishment upon the same infant after
he has grown to years of maturity because
he refuses to believe as we do,

Baptists believe that one must be called
out of darkness into light by the power of
(God—must be bern —and that prior to
this mighty life giving change no one has
any right to assume the name of a disciple.
They believe that the blood comes before the 1
water, and that faith and repentance and a
new heart are essential to & proper observ-
ANCe c;!rl the (?lﬁ:;nou. u.Th"l pthlls be-
lieve this, an are the only people on
earth who do believe

As to what is ba , and where it be-
longs in the christian system, and the Lord's
supper and its we point to our Lord's
commission &

vins arder, of n any way deviate from It

Just as it pleases ?

- tice of his apos- |
e A

but it is a wonder to me that you have net
many more millions. Your denominational
platform is unique and one of the most
striking that was ever put before any peo-
ple. Your preachers, r;%en they baptize,
rarely do more than from the New
Testament a collection of verses bearing
upon that subject, after which they give in
the baptism of the candidate what seems to
be an object lesson upon all they have read.
And then, when you are asked about infant
baptism, you generally content yourselves
by challenginf your Pedobaptist brother to
produce in all the New Testament a single
passage which either directly or int:limcl.élvl
teaches infant baptism—a challengo whi
has never been successfully met. Then, as
to your church government, what can be
more in keeping with our democratic way
of doing things than is yoor way of leavin
every charch free and @ntrammelled Zo do
I repeat, it is a wonder
to me that millions more have not given in
their allegiance to this Baptist platform.”
In reply to that very apt and striking re-
mark of an honored Pedobaptist brother, it
may be said that the explanation of our fail-
ure to grow and multip z as we should have
done, is to be found in the fact that Baptists
have not supported the Bible as strongly as
the Bible bas supported the Baptists. Our
theory is right, and that is a great point
ained. Theory underlies practice, and as
ong as the theory is , we wmay hope
that it will work its way into the life and
character of those who maintain it. Bap
tists were a very feeble band when Neander,
the great church historian, said of them,
‘“There is a great future for the Baptists.”
How wonderfully they have grown since the
day upon which Neander uttered that pre-
diction, and yet we have scarcely begun to
reach up to the great things which the God
of the Bible has placed before us. But thank

God if our principles are in accord with his-

divine word, they will yet get a mightier
hold upon us, who too feebly champion
them, and upon the multitudes who now re
ject them. Like leaven they will leaven the
whole lnmp, sending their quickélring power
into all sects and sections, the world gver.

LEAVENING THE LUMP.

I do not say that all. good people will, in
the coming ages, leave their respective de-
nominatious and come to us and wear the
Baptist name. That may never come to
pass, but a thing almost as desirable will, I
doubt not, take place. ‘Whatever is scrip-
toral in our teachings will, in God's good
time, be appropriated by others and be in-
corporated into their systems. Something
like this has been going on for generations,
and the good work has by no means ceased.
Doctrines for which, in Eygnne ages, Bap-
tists endured stripes and imprisonment avd
death have become the possession of the
christian world. They are not only held by
others now, but believed so firmly that the
bare suggestion that there ever was a time
when they did not hold to these truths is
repelled with more or legs of feeling. This
process will go on in the coming years, until
the happy day shall dawn, when there will
be no Euptist peculiar views, since such
views will belong equally to all God's dear

le.

AI::d yet there may be then as now many
denominational names. It is not the name
Baptist for which we are contending, (that
name you know was given us'by our ene-
mies), but for the things for which that
name stands, and if others accept our do¢
trines we will not quarrel with them as to
the name.

In politics, if a man votes as you do, you
do not care very much whether he wears
your party name or not. It is the vote you
wish, The influence he may exert over
others with whom, for the time being; he is
associated mdy be more potential than if he
were to come right over and wear the name
of the party with wbich he casts his vate.
He may do the better * missionary work,”
as the politicians sometimes designate such
services, by lingering mominally at least
with his old associates.

Aud thus, while Baptists would of course
greatly prefer that all who take their doe-
trine should also take their name, and stand
shoulder to shoulder with them, bearivg the
heat and burden of the day, still they must
look with profound gratitude upon the great
and ever growing multitudes in other com-
munions who really are Baptists in every-
thing except the name. They believe as we
do as to immersion being the only Bible bap-
tism. They reject as we do infant baptism,
and hold as we do that no one has a right to
the ordinances unless he comes as & peni-
tent believer, and they are holding too with
more or less tenacity other which the
world calls ** Baptist peculiarities,” as it
once connted us heretics and schismatics for

our peculiar views as to religious l:berty.

THEORY AND PRACTICE,
good comes from a true theory, evil

and only evil is likely to flow from a false
t_haoryimls l;n“h:on rec'ﬁ said that no one
ca ou _ )
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substitate tprinkli:gl-!or baptism, and in-

fants for penitent nd hierarchies

evers, a

for the New Testament form of church gov- |

ernment, they have the right to make
sweeping changes until the blessed book it-
self is swept away.

to deviate from the strict teachings of
inaﬁired word, who can te!l what the end |
wi

be ¥ How often even good people deceive
themselves or are deceived by others with
such declaratipns as these: ‘*It does not
matter 8o you are sincere,” or that one thing
is more convenient than something else—or.
that the strict observance of a ptural
command is not essential to salvation and
the like. And yet whd would apply the same
kind of reasoning to other things? We know
well enongh that sineerity in the man who
takes the wrong medicine does not save him
from ‘its effects, and no loving child will be
found obeying his parents simply from the
fear of being disinherited.

A HOPEFUL- INDMOATION

One of the most encouraging indications
of the progress of Baptist principles is to be
found in the fact that our adversaries sub-
stantially concede almost all that we claim,
only they think that we err in holding too
firmly to the sirict letter of God's word, and
that we make it too much a matter of con-
science to follow it literally and fully. Dr.
Lyman Beecher wrote to his son Edward,
whose conscience seems to have been a' lit- |
tle troubled as to baptism, saying: **I have
reason to believe that through excess of con-
science many & man has been worried till
he became a Baptist.” :

Some time since a tired Baptist preacher
went off on a steamboat seeking rest and re-
reshment for body and mind. He met
among the passenggrs an old Pedobaptist
friend who was constantly - wortying the

tired preacher by attempts to draw him into |

discussing the baptismal question, but pres-
ently the Baptist twmned upon him and
with no little emphasis.asked: “If this very
moment it were revealed to you from heaven
that you could never en‘er there without

Scripture baptism, what wonld you dof" |

The Pedobaptist brother paused a moment
and then replied : ‘I would beg the captain
to hauol in the boat that yon might immerse
me here and now.” Of course that carried
the whole point and made further discus-
sion of the subject unpe . There are
multitudes like him in Pedobaptist denomi-
nations who cannot rid themselves of the
coaviction that the baptism of the Baptists
is the baptism of the New Testament.

Baptists stand for-the-erdinances as they
were delivered, and attach to them np more
importance than is given them by the in-
spired writers. If we emphasize them, it is
because Christ and his apostles did the
same thing. We follow in their footsteps.
And besides, as we look over the history of
the church, we find that wherever and when-
ever Baptists have failed of doing this, the
most serious evils have come to the cause ol
God.

AN ILLUSTRATION FROM THE GOSHEN.

Of the truth of what I am saying, this old
Goshen Association, whose Centennial we are
now celebrating, affords many illustrations.
We stand to day upon the very soil over
which the Craigs and Waller and Webber
and many more were hurried to gloomy
dungeons, and in almest every instance the

men who were foremost in those diabolical |
)ersecutions were  the ‘‘ Parish parsons.”. |

ten when the hearts of the sheriffs and
other civil officers were moved with pity at
the beautiful martyr épirit with which those
old Baptist preachers went to jail and lin-
gered there half starved, ihe parish preach-
ers would be clumoripg for yat other and
severer punishment, and whyt You know.
why. It was because for long years Pedo-
baptism bhad enjoyed undisputed sway in sl
the counties covered by this Goshen Asso-

ciation, and it had worked out the same re- |

sults here that it has wrought everywhere
else under the same conditions, Almost the
entire pomatlon had been brought into the
church— bt in without the least regard
to what the Bible teaches about such
matters, The church and the worl
come to be one, and New Testament religion
had disappeared from the land.
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Baptists, who rejoiced to. suffer with their |

Lord. Much of the good that our Pedobap
tist brethren are now doing is dug | y
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