2g tha zire
an all that Life P=stoivs,

I've touched you each with joy and care,

Drawn wrinkles heore, sinoothed wrinklea
there

Ard il U've frosted tamples gray,

I've made warm lips to Kiss away

Thechill, The' Deatis, tha' strife

1've visited—I've granted Life.

I'm Time, Tve robbed voirr cradle dear,
Yet lask you—your dying Year,

Hive | net Blled 19 Ancwer frea,

1f've robbe ou choated me?
Ha kil me——Time2

Misspert me, mocked me, wished me on
my way,

Leoathed and reviled me—prayed another
oAy,

And whan | granted . mocked that ons,

too,
Are wa not quit at evens—I and you?

"Tis Kismet—Fate.
My cycle's done—] faint—I dis,

Oh, Warid! cear World—at [zat my dream
I trus,
Throtygh all eternity I'va longed for you,
Impatiant of the years | had te wait,
Each nerve aquiver, last 1 be too lata,
And now I'm here—and all of yeu are
mine
For my wrief reign.  Yet, alss, | am thine.
For use—ahuse— et treatl me as you may
Remambpor this—['ll give and take away,
A od but this moment born—but half awake,
T'litell you mow what 'l both give and take.

I'l) take a life from out you here and thers.
1'll mive—a lover trose—n swentheart fair,
Yiaah ef youtt fandest iopas I steal sy,
I'll grant & grain of wisdam day by day.

And]tm‘. perchance, | should take Peter's

all,
With lavish hands I'll shewer it on Paul,
I'll smita some of you with an iron glave,
m f;"'-‘r” some others with my tenderest
. v

.

I'm ‘both your queen and slave | now
make way. ,

This mght is yours. Tomorrow you'll repay,

Bring forth the jestars. Fill the cup of
chear.

' iy 4 118 i when it is not siormy the

e or. World, I'm 11l and w
Yﬂ‘;-‘l‘wuud - S !uir will be quite ealm. In spite of the
P 4 e TOW mpell cherry trees will bloom
- The 1915 Bey argunyl February 20 in all candy store

L] .
| windows
“lw in dear teneh

1 will not put pins in my dé i - WU B

er's chair” (Tacks will hurt just as
mueh, anyway.)

“I will not quarrel and fight with
my big brothers in 1915, (What have
1 got w lttle brother for™)

“1 will not play hookey from achoal
to go Sshing or swimming.” (That is,
In the winter time.)

“l will be a regular attendant at
hool.™ (At Chri tima
nnd just before the summer excursion,

enough for me.}

Coalt Fate's cards to fieis, to fons,
i

Old World, goad-by, |

ns tigers, llons and elephants.” (Stray
cats and dogs, however, had betler
heep out of this nelghborhood.)

~ "l.will not (Oh, goo, that's enough.|
They the good die young, and 1
wanl until 1 catch that red-
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By GENE MORGAN.
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« Neww Year prophet s oo
efidl goul, 10 he ever i oy good
5 coneerning the f lie care
fully witllow at the bard groond with

ol news,
+. misfor-

nx nnd burics
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gnlamits

of muaking good

tol 8 vlevier wa

The New Yenr pryg f wWears cTene
to work evers morning v hille he ls s
ting his forecast In o ¥ He Wlaa

i o pnil muriiars

(O 11 in vet ta

oty Hiv aliwed this {0 on that the
wurld sy grow paie and weep and
shuditer. He just loies to slow us a

gooud thioe
'I'ho
muakes gooil on
promilge every kind of bud Vick there
ls, from famine to carthquake, and
trom plague to war. As this globe of
ones hns been enjoying p steadys diet of
thowe things since the Year one, the
New Year prophet rarely goes wrong,
[t Just waves his printed prediciions
e down anpd wirbles, 1 told vou

o e Is & surething player. and

|
mwizely takes o chanee that s not A wix: |
viname shot

Niw Yen rirnphu-l
his predictions ja to

way the

For inatunoe. he 18 safe in forecont
ing o hoon i the Fackile ocsun,
| whith ! destroy shipping, but he
worlihdn' ot thit  Jatmies
Jores will o tion dollnrd he
pwes mi Before the firsy of next April
| Hie ftmids i pdvisnbis Wy a fam
ng I Chinn—any «

teen dn OF hit

Ligllet

- L

1 the

stanees wpul
that T will =
rosolutions [ made on thie
| Dvemaber 06

If T ihonght 1he paz wan steals and
the hoors: pot ton ong for indoor
wark, | belleve 1 should like 10 take
up the work of making New Year
prophecies.  For the benefit of enter
prising emplovers, looking for bright
voung men ot this Nind of work, 1
have made up a few sample prophecies
for 1815 1t makes no difference how
I i it whether by crestal gazing or
by 2elentifle methole However, | oac-
complished It withoigt the ald of a
mwdival nlmange or other weapons.

For ingtance T prediot that

In Jannars the davs will be a lttle
longer, and ice will be cheap, On Jun-

ooil

ovening of

Murmurs Ever and Anon That the
Werst |s Yet to Come.

uary 21 the coal hin =il be empty,
and fater =ill chop tp a parlor chalr

The meanth of Fobrunry will take
jonly 20 duys to piiss 4 given polnt
T he wigthor will be extromoely unset-

afrull of waklog the baby, and will go
aut llke n leonine monster who has
funt overheard someone say he s gets
ting fat. Rain checks will be issued
in cake this condition 8 reversed
There will be some warm weather,
which will cause optimists to throw
auide thelr overconts and shed thelr
thick, prickly vnderwear. Whan the
cold spell geta back on the job, fresh,
frozen optimist will be one of the del
icacies of the season.

April will come In with a sore foot,
having kicked an opera hat which com-
pletely surronnded a brick. April will
be & wet month, and early umbrella
cropa will by reported from many re
{ glons. Fido will hers begin to shed
his fur.

Now there's & prophecy which shows
what 1 esn do. To confess up, thers
wan nothing difeult about it. For any.
one can %o & New Year prophet Yes,
without sny previous training, or ex-
sending wpirit messnges

collect, Indt-ad of paving Lhe Hoy your
well

It's safe to prophivcize that in th
Yeur 1615, AL DL sou e § B Roep
1t vour goosd  pesslud if you
tigide thitn In af eornest, sin o, 1ry

sirivit Instend of in the twusl

wton vwiy, ke giving a fenco liw
il ttwash. | sl to fore
st that vou'll keer sur of Jebd, thoe
You'll Inreetise your by peennt gl
thnt yiu'll get vour @ diged Heenw
honlth ond ha i, Iuston

o NE dream i wotilur
e what the New may  bring

On January 21 the Coal Bin WIll Be
Empty.

farth. oo step out on the right foot
with yoor eves to the fromt Decidi

that when obl Dame Fortune mes
ot sen’ll by plugging  along e
straight anl mparrow path, apd then

she won't have room to stile:step yol,
e vour own prophet and prediet a
veur of hanl work aod squrre living

for yourseif. Yoo shonld worry while

the prafesslonal New Year prophet s
disting of lis shelfiworn stock of
agnes. fumines, soleanle eruptioss

and e¢rop falltres In Helgolind

ABE MARTIN ON NEW YEAR

Thoughta by a Philosopher About the
Man Who Swears Off—Haas Hard
Time for a While.

Sometimes when a feller who kin
drink or leave It alone glts t' lookin'
back o'¢ér th” year jeat clorin’ an’ syms
up all th' things he's doné or undohe,
nll th' energy an’ money he's wasted
an' afl th° things he's misned or neg:
leoted in that regretted time, th* past
lsoms up lke a plece o tar soap.
Then he quletly resolves € bid good by
t' th' social cup an New Year's day,
lttle dreamin’ o th' colossal struggle
Jest around th' corner,

Th' feller who has long been used '
fortifyin® himsell with a stimulant on
over' opcasion hes purty tough sleddin’
for a while afyer he swears off. Ther's
th' ordeal ¢ buyin® &8 new hat or at-
tendin' & banguet, Th' feller who kin
drink er feave it nlone dllus smefls
e o Dwer Oreek distillory after he
burs & vew hat, an’ he'll often train
fer weoks when ther's a bangquet
ahead SBometimes hell set clean
thre' a binguet, or st least til th'
lnst srllable of an address on "Th'
Weddin® o th' Oceans” has died away
in th'

vlgareito smole,

ot o feller's whole etyla o'
pitchin’ changes whon he once gits
thoroughiy established on 1h° water
wagon an' beging 17 talk natural fer
th' first time since th' first baby come!
How his patlent wife miesee his
plowin® aveount o' 1h" doy's earnin'a
when he used ¢ stall thro' th' evenin
menl! How his sEsocistes mive his
decided views on ever' guestion that
comes np!  How th” onedegged newn-
boy on th' corner misses his lavish
generofity! How he kicks on th' gro-
corv W1l How his walsteost pockets
DUige willl seghre, (ued one repres
sentin’ a 1ocent drink that he's mufled
while in th" hands o friends. an’ how
hig tittle childron miss th' poppermint
drops thut used © full from his overs
ol ue le fung It carclessly across
th' plannir

Lafe Bud saya that gittin' on an off
th' wuter wagon 18 th® only exerclse
pomoe Tellers over git —Abe Martin, in
American Magazine,

hiw

A New Yerr's With,

To hegome an expert at forgetting,
Just to forget all the unkind acte, the
deep wrones, the niean words. the
bitter dlmuppointmenta—junt let them
go, forget thom—the memory wili be
come quick and alert (o romember the
things worth rome:pbering, the mind
given to beautiful things, worth-whila
things, and (o remember always that
I am in the presence of God, this Is
my dealre for the New Year.

Good-by, O'd Year.

Peace 1o lie ashes! Poace to it
embers of burntout things; fears,
anxisties, doubts all gone! 1 ses
them now an u thin, blus mmoke hang-
fng in the bright heavens of the past
year, vanlshing away ioto utter noth-
Ingness. Not many hopes decelved,
not many llusions scattered, not many
autivipations disappointsd, but love
fulfilied, the beart comforted, the soul
enriched with affections —Longfellow.

ERFNEREHEEN =

Children and Old-Fashioned Toys
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“CI!!IJ}RBN‘ are ronservative
beings, even old fashioned,
when It comes to chuosing
tovs., They uren't up to date and as
full of the modern spirit of progresa
und Invention as the toymakers be-
lieve them to be!

Thus spoke ome who ix a sort of
professiondl Santa Claus—that Is, be
hag played the part sl so miny Sun.
day school Christmasd parties that be
somellimes imagines ho ls growing eot-
ton whiskers:

“They display the =ame quaint, shm-
plo, old-fashionod taste ns thelr grand-
fathers and grandmothers whin they
were chifldren,” he continued. “Most
of them, do, anyhow. Every year the
toy manufacturers break loose with
4 new crop of automatic racing carn,
aeroplanes, submarines, fire engines
and kicking donkess. If the children
were constructed on the same nervous
clock-work plan, they would give old
Santa Claus no rest unjess he kopt up
with all the modern luventions, In:
stead of toy soldiers they would de
mand mortar batteries, and they would
not bo satisfied with mooley cows, bul
would demnnd that they have pedi
grees and give only certified milk and
cream.

*They would not wecept a Noah's
ark unless it was & combination of
the stpumship Lusitania and a modern
ecement  bungalow, with sleeping
porches, twinscrew propellers, eloe-
tric searchlights, wirelvss apparntus,
gecond chattel morigage—in fact, il
the comforts of ship sud home com:
plete.  They would require Ar. Noah
to carry & pilot's Meense as well as a
college degree In natural history.  All
thie animaly would have to be trained
to o tricks, and poor Noah's fumily
would have a fOne time herding them
whils wearing wooden ralncoats and
stove-pipe hats

“Fortunate!y children, real children,
are pot constructed that way. Thaey
want their arks on the oldfashioned

plan, whereby you lift off the roof and |

find Nosh minus his head, and most of
the aulmals trying o hobble on three

logs.
* Automobiles tn ministure, with real

upholstersd seats and rubber tlres
mny fuscinate s smull boy for & few
| hours, but vou'd better place vour
falth in & good, oldpattern rodiing
horse, with soddle and stirrups, ¢ 3d a
muane and tail of real hair. ‘The rock-
'Ing horse Is not golng out of fashlon
L by & long ways, and | predict that o
the horselesn age, if that time ever
| eomes, our children’s childron will be
| jerking the mane of & wooden "horsey’
| and whipping him on his  paioted
| flanks, and trying to feed him crack-
e Also, thes'll be falllng off his
back and bumplng thelr ltle fore
Deade in the oldfastiloned way, and
‘Horsey” will have to be thrashed and
locked up in the clothes closot for his
bad behavior

“And us for dolls, you've got to give
themn real “baby dolls’ and not grand
lndles in the latest taugo gowns and
hats. For the last 50 years or so
doting purents who are well to do have
been trying the experiment of pressent.
ing their little girls with waxen fash-
lon models—only to find the preclous
one erying for the rag baby of the
laundress’ daughter, Chlldrén show
the real mother Instinet when they
| #purn  the ‘play-<child’ which = too
| dressy and up to date,
1 1 have one friend, the father of a
| Inrge and lively tamily. | make him
| happy every Christmas time by pre-
senting his kids with a bunch of chewp,
| mechnnieal tove.  After about hall &n
| bour of winding them up, the Hitle
{onen tire of the elicking wonders and
returm 1o thelr woolly dogs, rubber
i dolls and other simple favorites. That
s when futher's fun begins, He in-
slsts on windipg up (e tove apd run-
ning them all Christmas day, ostens
| sibly for the pleasurs of his young-
sters, He dogs not couse winding antli
e toyd begin o gol out of order, and
| then he bas the additional pleasure of
| trying to ropair them

Eometimes | think that o msnufae
;r.ur--r could make o foriune selling
toys Just [or grown-upm Secing ®
"bunch of adultg busy working me-
| chanical tove reminds me of the time
when the whale family insists on tak-
ing littie Jobhpny to the circus

?I:U KNOW FUTURE HUSBAND

Many Oid English Customs and Bu.
perttitions Center Around
Christmas,

All down the ages girls have besn
ecaker to find out thelr Ynture destiny
—whethor they will be “0ld malds”
or, as they are now called, “bachelor
giris, ' or wives and mothers. Christ
mus, n well as all the other festivals,
has been allotted 1th customs and su-
perstitions through which the sscret
of the fiture may be loarned.

To find the answer 2 the impor
tant question, wife or old maid, & girl
had 10 go alone on Christmas eve
and knock on the henhouse door, 1f
a vock answered her knock by erow-
ing, she would be married, but Il no
cock ecrowed In anewer, then ghe
would be an old maid. This under
taking would reguire a good deal of
courage In the old days of supersth
thon, #s on Christmas eve avil spirits
were supposed 1o have Inereased pow.
er and ghowts were supposed to prowl
around.

M a girl wished (0 know the name
of her future husband she took four

that b J 'y € bore
the name of the man she would
marry.

HE WAS THANKFUL,

“John," sald the Loving Wite, T ta-
tended to get you n nloe new noektis
for Christmas, but 1 sam ashamed to
acknowledge that tn the rush of the
shopping | completely forgot it.”

“Thank you., nevertheless,” said the
Happy Husband.

ANNUAL “"HOLLER"™ DAY.

When childrer have

Laaddliiii,

AChstmasCaro

HEAR olong eur siveet
;:m the ;;:ﬂd thromea;
ark! Hg aeel,
On their ot
Let s Jire

Ever
Sing them Gl the night expivel

Ever
Sing them 6l the night expire!

'I"HESENM- sang
Songs desout and meect;
mw*bli;th k?“mdlu‘ Seet,
re | il
Let us by the fire

Ei r
St (e e ke g

A A 8 A LA LR

'HO by the fireside stands,
Stampa Ma foel and sings;
But be who dlows his honds

Not 30 goy o cernl
Let w by the fire
Ecer

Sing them Wl the night expirel

HANGING MISTLETOE

Origin of Cusiom Associated
With Christmas Festivities.

T

Plant Is Surrounded With Many S

perstitiona in European Countries

—8ign of 1ll Omen In Some
Parts of Ireland,

HE goed old custom of hang-
ing mistletos from the cell
ing at the Christmas festivi-
ties 1s said to bave Its origia
in the idea that since the
plant did nol bave Its roots in the
greund no part of it should ever be
permitted to touch the earth,

Among the Saxons the fact that mis-
tlotoe was snspended fross tha ool
of m dwelllng Intimated to the way-
farer that the hospitality of the house
wus at his disposal, and bensath its
branches friend and etranger, vassal
ond lord, gathered (n comradeship and
gvod cheer,

The religious aspect of the mistle
ton tradition, which had ita origin is
the Druldical rites aod the gatheriog
of It by the archdruld with kis gold-
en siclle, merged later into a purely
social symbol and the jdea of simple
hospitality developed into one of mer
rympking and & somewhat riotous e
terininment.

The kigs of the Scandinavian god-
dess expanded into the custom of &
Lise glven for every berry that grew
on the bough. Small wonder that, in
Epite of the mistletos baving origie:
ally existed in the odor of the sanciu-
ary, the church came to regard (L a8
an entirely pugan symbol and refused
to allew it to participate with the
Wiy and the evergreen In the Yuletide
docorations.

There is an ancieat belief that the
mintletos wan the tree from which 1he
boly eross was hewn and that after
this was made the plant withered und
evor afterward became a mere pRrs-
sitle growth, clinging for support 1o
otiier snd sturdicr traoc

Other stortes, however, credit It
with divine gifts in the besling of dis-
eases and the expulsion of evil spirits.

Ram, the high priest of the Celtu, re-
cofvid in a dream the lotimation that
by means of the plant he would bo
ensbled 1o save his people from the
plague which was decimating them.
To celobrate thelr delivery he inst-
tuted the feast of Noel (new bealth),
& midwinter holiday, which has come
to be copsidered colncident with the
nEw year.

In many purts of the Usitid Hme |
dom the silver berrfes snd the gra®
green loaves of Lhe misticlor Are
looked upon s amything bul sa o
blem of good ehoar: on Lhe coatrary,
the plant is regarded with dread as bt
ing the bringer of {1l luck and the =L




