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vVh-n was the meaning of the 
invention held at Chicago iast 
,,inth? Why was it so unlike 

<vher political convention ev- 
Sieid in this country? What 
rW the mysterious force which 
Spired and dominated the deie- 
1 ites and the thousands of spec
tators to an(* acfc as one* 
ft'e are asked these and similar 
question3 with increasing fre-

qU|ei?us what force causes the 
reasons to change. Tell us what 
causes the birds to fly northward 

summer and southward in 
* intpr. Tell us what power con- 
tr0is the law of gravitation and 
why the buds burst forth in 
spring and the leaves fall in aut
umn. Tell us whence comes 

desire at all times to bet- 
jer his condition. And what you 
lell us wiil be the answer to your 
questions about the Chicago con
vent ion.

laere are at least 25, GOO living 
^nesses who can bear testimo- 
n\ as to what they saw arid felt 
a’t ‘u’.at historic meeting. Thou- 
ânus. no doubt, will assert that 

it was a great spiritual gathering, 
r̂,K!'ie and irresistible. •
' Uiner thousands will tell you 
,:i;-r ;c was a gathering whose 
bourse was shaped by that prac- 
ue;-. everyday religion which 
4;..s upon the common brother- 

oi man. And other thou- 
will testify that what they 

while sitting in that conven- 
j;oll u as an experience so novel, 
iu :n\ sterious and so wonderful 
:hu- tiiey are incapable of inter- 
Mctiug its meaning.

Ail who spent an hour or more 
at any of the three sessions will 
tear witness that they felt the 
working of a mighty force which, 
for the time being at least, fused 
the tnougnt and action of the 
assembled thousands into a single 
puri'ose.

Persons from all walks of life 
were delegates and guests. The 
olainsman from the far west and 
the men and women from the 
drawing rooms of wealth sat side 
by side. Those whose lives had 
been dedicated to social welfare 
work neighbored with the mere 
politician and camp follower.
Newspaper writers of national 

fame, sent by their papers be
cause they were cynics and able 
satirists, elbowed earnest essay
ists on economic and welfare 
topics. The southern Democrat 
and Confederate soldier sat next 
to the northern Republican and 
Union veteran.

Yet two hours after the con
vention opened these hitherto 
diverse elements were welded in
to one common body, and all the 
old class distinctions were brok
en down. Old and experienced 
newspaper men who come to 
scoff wired their Tory editors 
that they could not write the 
stories which they had been sent 
to make.

And some of the very best ac
counts of the convention were 
vritten by these amazed and 
rewly enlightened writers.
We feel that we understand 

the significance of that conven
tion. It wa,s a crystallized and 
concrete expression of the desire 
'̂hich long has existed in the 

karts of a great majority of the 
American people, for wider just
ice a3 between man and man.

While the foregoing seems to 
a to be the interpretation given 
ty the average man to that ex
traordinary convention, it surely 

! fas a stiil wider significance. It 
s another milestone along the 

bourse of progressing civiliza- 
11 is the opening of _ a 

••ighter chapter in the evolution 
!i democracy.

When the fatheis established 
^--American republic, they gave 
^ this country as large a meas
ure of democracy as its people 

capable of comprehending 
exercising. Our intellectual 

rowrh and our universal educa- 
cue larlely to our public 

'̂-’x-i system, h^ve fitted the 
•Vivt’lcan people for a wider de- 
•!ocraey if they desire it.
The revolution in our social 

| -nauions and industrial system, 
•‘Silting from labor-saving raa- 
^f r̂y. immense combinations 
; capitai and modern business 
^ganization, has made necessary 
^  the democratic principle 
Jf.au he extended if the great 
rnasij of the people are to retain 

I their economic and political inde- 
; Psn'ience.

Ue awakened business consci- 
; êce and the aroused social sense 
j °t tie nation, due in a large de- 
| to the teachings of Theo- 

Roosevelt, have made the 
Peojle realize the inadequacy of 
our outgrown system.
T»e Progressive movement is 

! n°tp&g less than a demand for a 
wia«r and a truer democracy un

iter *hich the now fettered as

pirations of man may be free d in 
which his capabilities hiay find 
space for natural expansion.

Can any one doubt that the 
divine power - which has guyied 
the civilizations of the world has 
selected the American continent 
upon which to rear the highest 
form of democracy? Was it an 
accident that tfcls continent with 
i is matchless resources, its varied 
climate and its diversified pro
ducts, remained unknown while 
the older civilizations of the 
world were struggling through 
centuries of ignorance and want?

Was it by mere chance that 
this vast virgin land was kept 
hidden from civ.hized nfian until 
the time was ripe in thetevolution 
of the race for the great experi
ment, the worth of which Theo
dore Roosevelt says “depends 
upon it being in good M th an ex
periment—the first that has ever 
been tried—in true democracy on 
the scale of a continent ?”

Those who believe that behind 
the development of tne nations 
there is a wisely ordained plan 
cannot but believe that this con
tinent was reserved for such an 
experiment i$ true democracy. 
The experiment,advances as the 
people are ready for it and as the 
needs of the time require it.

The injustices in our present' 
economic and social systems 
prove that no set or class of men 
are intellectually and morally; 
strong enough to be intrusted 
with great power over masses of 
other men. It is to remove these 
injustices by taking power away 
from a small set or class and dis- j 
tributing it among all the people! 
that the Progressive movement 
aims.
The convention at Cnicago was 
an expression of those who be
lieve that po wer should be so dis
tributed among the people in
stead of being lodged in the hands 
of a few. It was a council of 
men and women who hold that 
this American experiment should 
be in good faith an experiment in 
true democracy.

We are told that the Chicago 
convention was essentially a one- 
man convention, a Roose velt con
vention. The Tory press must 
continue to repeat this uutruth 
or else themselves give the lie to 
the campaign of falsehood'which 
they themselves have made 
against the Progressives. The 
falsity of the statement can be 
proved by calling as a witness 
any person, man or woman, who 
attended the 'convention.

It undoubtedly is true that no 
other citizen of this country could 
have aided so much in calling to
gether the thousands of men and 
women who attended that con
vention. But the convention 
was not made up of Roosevelt 
followers. Its delegates were 
believers in Roosevelt and be
lievers in the policies which he 
exemplifies.

Colonel Roosevelt has no poli
tical following in the usual sense 
of that terra. One of his earliest 
assertions in the campaign was to 
the effect that no man should fol
low him with hope of political re
ward, because he had nothing to 
give and probably never again 
would have political patronage 
to dispense^

The greater part of those who 
attended the Chicago convention 
did so with b.ut little hope of 

j victory .this year. Their later 
I confidence in the outcome of the 
present battle eame to them be
cause of what they saw and 
heard after they arrived in Chi
cago.

The convention that adjourned 
on Wednesday night was as much 
a Johnson convention a Roosevelt 
convention. It was a Beveridge 
con '■'ention. It was a Ben Lind
sey convention. It was a Jane

Addams convention. It was such 
because the members of that con
vention, believed that ail these 
persons, devoutly and under- 
standingly, represented their 
hopes and their desires.

If Theodore Roosevelt had de
livered before the Progressive 
convention the speech which Taft 
delivered in Washington the 
previous week, the delegates 
would*, have driven him out of 
the building.

Arid if Governor Johnson had 
repeated to that convention Gov
ernor Wilson's delicately phrased 
speech of acceptance, fie could 
not have been their choice for 
vice-president.

The Chicago convention . re
presented a sentiment so sincere 
that it has become a religion with 
millions of Americans, a senti
ment so enlightened so exacting 
and so suspicious that if  Theodore 
Roosevelt were to equivocate, 
falter or attempt ; to compromise 
he would b« east aside and an
other leader would take his place.

The assertion that it was a one- 
man convention is due in most 
cases to deliberate misrepresent 
tation on the part of Tory ad
vocates. Sometimes, however, 
it is the result of the same short
ness of memory or narrowness 
of vision as that exhibited in the 
adverse claims as to the origin 
of the platform. Mr. Bryan, for 
instance, says the platform is 
largely a rewriting of policies 
advocated by the Democratic 
party- Mr. Debs says that the 
piatform was lifted bodily from 
the Socialists.

As a matter of fact, the plat
form antedates both the Demo
crats and the Socialists by many 
centuries. It was really written 
nearly 1900 years ago, and its 
author came out of Narazeth.

The spirit of the Chicago, con
vention has behind it a force as 
irresistible as the force behind 
the tides. The spiritual atmo
sphere of that convention and 
the religious fervor of the dele
gates and the audiences were 
only a reflection and an interpre
tation of the significance of the 
Progressive movement. Senator 
Beveridge, in his masterful 
speech, summed up the whole 
case when he said:

“Never doubt we are a nation 
whose God is the Lord.”

EXTRACT OF DR. WILSON’S BAC
CALAUREATE ADDRESS JUNE 

13th. 1909 PRINCETOK COL
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You know that the usual stand
ard of the employee is in our day. 
It is to give as little as he may 
for his wages. Labor is stand- 
arized by the trades unions, and 
this is the standard to which it 
is made to conform. No one is 
suffered to do more than the aver
age workman can do; in some 
trades and handicrafts no one'is 
suffered to do more than the least 
skilful of his fellows can do with
in the hours allotted to a day’s 
labor, and no one may work out 
of. hours at all or volunteer any
thing beyond the minimum. I 
need not point out how econom
ically disastrous such a regulation 
of labor' is. It is so unporfitable 
to the employer that in some 
trades it will presently not be 
worth his while to attempt any
thing at all. He had better stop 
altogether than operate at an 
inevitable an invariable loss.

The labour of Americans is 
rapidly becoming unprofitable 
under its present regulation by 
those who have determined to 
reduce it to a minimum. Our 
economic supremacy may be iost 
because the country grows more 
and more full of unprofitable 
servants.

Fine bred, two-year-old

V -COLT .-o
a pply  to

J. A. Nicholson,'

" R . F . D . N o . 4  

Mebane, N. C.
i v. • ' I ' j

'■ .» ' *

THE

Charlotte Observer
The Largest and Best News ! 'M

vr liL' yn t* W/

tif  ;4

2 6 .

■ T . “  i 1 •'

The opjportitfn 
Dry Goods, Shoes \

ity is still youi 
and Hat^ at a g[reat reduction. It

is a r^al iiipnty-sav 
must be reduced. •

ing chance foir ywi, as otir stock
. "‘if . ■ y' V  '*■’ 1

Only a visit to our 
, Drop in and tal

store willreve 
<c a look. Yc 

invited. ‘

fll the truth to you. 
iu . are ipordially /

paper in North Carolina. 

Every day in Year, $8.00 a Year.

The Obbebver consists of 10 to IU 

pages daily and 20,to 32 pages Sunday 

(t handles more news matter, local 

State, national and foreign tlian a a? 1 
other North (larolina newspaper.

Good. Clothes. 

Burlington,N.C

SALE NOW GOINĜ
iin Street

THE SUNDAY OBSERVER
is unexcelled as a new# medium, and u> 
also filled with excellent matter of a naif 
eelianeoun naturt*.

Addrnsn

THE OBSERVER CO..
Charlotte. N. C.

REST ANfl jiEALTH TO MOTHER AND CHILD.
M ss. Winslow's Soothing Syrur has been 

for over F'XTY YEARS by MILLIONS oi 
MOTIIE!!!*' for their CHILDREN WHILE 
•> with,, PERFECT- SUCCESS. 14
: .OTI.T.S Ihe CiULU, SOKTFNS the GUMS, 
ALL.-W :.:l PAIN CURES WIND COUC, and 
„> fhe i'tspremedy for IHABRHCEA. It'is atj- 

harmless Be sure and ask for ‘ Mrs 
:uslon’’s SnotHing Svrup/* and tskc no other 

li-iv! Twenty-five cents a> bottl*

—THE—

Baltimore American
Estabiisbed 1773

/For Sale. Cheap. ;

A good 6 h. p. gasoline engine, 
wood saw, Ohio1 cutting machine 
No. 11, 2 good belts, all in good 
rurining' order. Wiil exchange 
for stock, or second handed saw 
mill. Apply to F. L. Spbon, or 
Phone Snow Camp 611, Harts
horn, N. C.

“Why do they put so many 
planks in a political platform,.

: “T guess it’s just , to lumber 
' ’ ‘ »gs up."

“I tell you, young Jaggs is ft 
bird.”  ̂ ,:iV

‘’That may account for his • 
fondness for bats,”

The Daily American
Terms by Mail Postage prepaid.

Daily, One Month |
Daily and Sunday, One Month 
Daily, Three Months 
Daily and Sunday,( Three Months 
Daily, Six Months,
Daily and Sunday Six Months 
Daily One Year
Daily, with Sunday Edition, One 

Year
Sunday Editiai, One Year,

.25 i 

.40 i 
75 1 

1.15| 
1.50 | 
2.25 !, 
3.0Q

1.50

JACKSONVILLE and TAMPA, FLA.
EXCURSION

V I A

S O U T H E R N  R A IL W A Y  

T U E S D A Y , S E P T E M B E R  17TH.
To Jacksonville ToTamjpa-

and return a^dretura
$7.50 ■ $9-50

Tickets will be sold on September 17th 
good on regular trains to. Ch^lotte, N._ 
and on Special tram leaving Charlotte 10:30 P. M,

Tickets will be god returning on any regular train up to Sep
tember 24th, 1912.

Special train from Charlotte will consist of pullman sleeping 
Cars and nice coaches.

Have your reservations made at once.

A s k  your agent for detailed information,

or write, \

J. O. JONES,/
Traveling Passenger Agent,

RALEIGH, N. C.

. Hie Twice*a-Weefc American
The Cheapest and Befet Family News 

paper Published.

ONLY ONE DOLLAR A YEAR
Six Months,'50 Cent*.

T he  Tw ice-A-W eek A m e r i
c a n  is published in two issues, 
Tuesday and. Friday mornings, 
with the news of the week in 
compact shape.. It also contains i. 
interesting, special correspond- ■ 
ence, entertaining romances, 
good poetry, local matter of gen
eral interest and fresh miscella
ny suitable for the 'home circle. ! 
A carefully edited Agricultural 
Department and a full and reli
able Financial and Market Re
ports are special features. - 

CHAS. C. FULTON ft CO,

KEI.IX AGNUS. Manager and Publisher

American Office, Baltimore, Md.

■.T-f-V-
AU farmers know that good 

tools arcTes$ential for good work. Let us sell you yourtools 
which will enable you to do your work when you Want it 
done and cost nothing; / ^

l Plenty of barb and fence wire. 
Paints, Paints. See us we can please
you • r

DON;T FORGET OOT 
HARNESS.

BURLINGTQN,

The Greatest Subscription Bargain Ever Offered. Beading for the Entire Famlly.

i  rmERs voice
Bloomington, IDJno's. . 

KdJied bT AltTHUH J. BTLIi.
Is a semi-monthly fa rm  paper pub- 

ished fo r the purpose of reporting, 
,1 'erpretm g and teaching agrrlcul- 
ural truth for the benefit of all who 

»re Interested in better farm s, better 
homes, better schools, better chureh- 

and a better and jnore satisfying 
A^tintry life. It is edited from the 

\» closely associated yntii 
th« farmers, the Farmers' Institutes; 
th.» Agricultural Colleges, Experi
ment Stations, and a!l other organ- 
'"-.tions devoted to country life pro- 
urcea.

jJOSCPH
Edited by JAMES M. m tTNK .

Is an illustrated National Farm 

Magazine for progretwive Itt

al: agricultural oommunitiM. It  i» 

authority on fruit eultur* and should 

be read by every termer and gar
dener ih America. I f  yon expect' to 
make a success of raising fruit it W 
necessary to have the best ideas of 
those who have succeeded These will 
be found 11n every issue of The Fruit 
GroWer̂

Batted by IpB:iWE39tX '
Q»ve» more readlrijr, nttttter tor thm 

money than anjr monthly magaxin*
printed. In  it you tfiU And historjfc 
travel, ■oience, invention,'ftrt, llter»* 
ture. drama, education, i religion an* 
Jtiany useful deparjtmentis of imereiat 
to almost every family, such as must* 
cooking, fashions, needle-work, hair* 
dressing ,home dressmaking, - heattlhr 
eta Woman's W ojid Is auperlor 
most inagazinea Mlllhg foar fl.0 t •  
yew% ■ ■ ■

Three Magazines and The Semi-Weekly Observer for $150, Worth $SM)0.
<«»« Semi-Weekly Observer, one year.. . . . . .  .$1»©

Ttic Farmers* Voice, one year, (twice a m onth). .60o

The dharlotte Semi-Weekly plwenrer
; A Parm Paper aa WeU as a N«wspaper.

Formerly The Semi-Weekly Observer was merely 

a reprin* of The Dally Observer. - Now it 18 also a 

FARM paper, but still carries all the news, cbn- 

4ensed and made a continued story oi worid- events 

*rom day to dayl Thia news is gathered from all 

parts of the world and paid for by The Daily Ob- 

Mrvar. Ths potitleal u#w* i« an tmpartlal chroW^e 

«f tli* events <*■ th* vM k without regard to party or 

tostiop.

•'V.
'■n,

The Fn ijt Grower, (m»ntli)ly)-.. .  • .«  . . »«««i.. . .  91.99 

The Woman's World,- (monthly)

Do Not Postpone Your
Fin Vn Qoupoo. Clip oat and H»U . w ltli

Send. TheySemi-Weekly Observer,

The Farmers’ Voice, '

The Fruit Grower, "  r 
: The Woman'* Wbrl4,.

' TWELVE MONTHS . '* ■ ■>' J '.

•' * •[...■ * ••* .•••»• 4> • • • ♦ it'

pofltofllciii #•'. *■ •

' * '• *_* • • * •. t i «

W

■< ■••ji 

‘V

*
t

1 * A *tA'.- 
«■ >

. -N

• y.
.\f

W :

• • ;

S E M l - W E E ^ Y  O B S E R V E R .  C h a rlo tte , N ,  C .


