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RoWvelt journals resent 
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WILSON AND THE ; 
M H C M  WAGE

t’f i  days prior to that' gather- 
I tip tory papers teemed with 
r  Ls that it was to be a bossed 
invention; that the delegates 

mere amateurs and puppets, 
iamp as the strinSs were jerk- 

l3bv Boss Roosevelt or Boss

TteWorld itself, on September 
headed its convention story, 

Me ins Regarded as Boss as 
lute'Moose Gather,’ * and on the 
Knowing day used large type to 

that the delegates ‘Await 
Erkins to Point Nomination v on 
rnftnc Ticket.
i The New York Herald, political- 
,„j>eble imitation of the World, 

1$  its readers that “when the 
comes to name a ticket, a 

[̂ {ipicked on6 will be put over 
Ivith aii the clerity that eould be 
esired ” Also, it said: ‘‘The 
c know that if there

Ljuvjki ue a real dispute, a tele- 
L )  irom a special train out 

settle any differences/’ 
"inese extracts are typicaltory 

.̂convention ‘"news,” twodays 
jttr stamped as false and fraud* 
■ient bv the result- The New 
Vorii Evening Post, vigorous op- 
nAiient of Roosevelt, praises the 
[selection of Oscar S. Straus and 
|akes note of the silly slanders 
aovut “bossism." . It says:

The history of the nomination 
L-jil go far to deprive of effective
ness  with the voters, so far a’s 
(the state campaign is concerned, 
(the charge that the party is simp- 
|lv the instrument of Mr- Roose- 
Sveii's will. * * * This will do 
[away with all possibility of draw
ling any paralled between the 
[action and that of a convention 
[whose choice is dictated by a 
[boss.”

Democratic Humor.

Whatever tls j the Democratic 
party lacks, it has an abiding 
sense of humor.
When the Maine campaign was 

on, Vice Presidential Candidate 
Marshall and Speaker Clark and 
other ‘‘big guns” of the Demo
cratic national organization spent 
days stamping that state on tar- 
riff and trusts and Roosevelt.

Maine went Progressive. The 
Democrats lost a governor, a 
United States senator, a cong
ressman and a legislature.

Now come all the Democrats 
chorusing that the result means 
absolutelely nothing, as the fight 
in Maine was purely on state is
sues.

So Marshall and Clark and 
others cavorted about the state 
for the amusement of the people. 
They didn’t mean anything by it, 
so the people reciprocated and 
refused to take them seriously.

Having fun with the people it> 
becoming one of the favorite 
pastimes with the Democratic 
party. .

And, just as Maine did, the 
people are snickering at the 
Democratic party. It furnishe 
amusement, but no statesman
ship. It gets the biggest laugh, 
but the least support. — Philadel
phia Evening Times.

Ciapp Committee To Begin Work 
Sept. 30th.

Washington, Sept. 12. —Presi
dential candidates in the precon
dition fight of last spring have 
furnished to Chairman Clapp, -of 
the senate campaign expendi
tures committee, names of the 
*f*en who handled their campaign 
funds. All the finacial manag
ers have agreed to appear before 
the committee when its hearings 
begins September 30.
A preliminary meeting of the 

committee will be held before 
toe hearings open to fix the time 
WjiGn .each witness shall testify. 
Ah witnesses are now under in
struction to appear on the open
ing day, Sept. 30. Members of 
pw committee are still consider
ing a plan to hold some of the 
hearings in New York. ■ 
t It has been found impossible 
^  secure the testimony of Will- 
“Ockefeller in regard to alleged 
standard Oil contributions in 
, ”4, unless the committee virtu

ally goes to his home. In case
pef  York sessions are held, J. 
J ' Morgan, George W. Perkins 
?nd other financiers probably will 

asked to testify about any con'
tributi ons they may 
0 Poli ticai funds.
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From the time that Governor 
Wilson, in accepting the Demo
cratic nomination, repudiated the 
Democratic platform, he has 
carefully avoided any utterance 
that might seem to offer a pro
gram as a substitute for the one 
upon which he declines to stand. 
In one Speech, however he did 
t^ke a stand on two issues. That 
was in labor day speech at Buf
falo, iri which he denounced the 
Progressive placiorrn for its 
plank on the regulation of trusts 
and for its declaration in favor 
of a minimum wage for women 
workers.

On the question of the mini
mum wage, Governor Wilson was 
particularly clear and emphatic, 
much more definite oh the other 
issue. Indeed, he seemed to be 
quite deeply moved against the 
proposition that the law should 
a minimum wage below which an 
industry should not be permitted 
to pay its women, workers.

He expressed fear that if the 
principle* of the minimum wage 
were established for women 
workers it would be extend to 
other, kinds of labor. That he 
regarded as a very calamitous 
prospect. This is what the gov
ernor said on the subject*

‘Thereis a plank in the pro
gram which speaks of establish
ing a minimum ,of living wage 
for women workers, and I sup
pose that we may assume that 
the principle is not in the long 
run meant to be confided in its 
applacation to women only. Per- 
tiaps we are justified in assum
ing that the third party looks 
forward to the general establish
ment by law of a minimum wage. 
It is very likely, I take it for 
granted, chat if a minimum wage 
were established by law (the 
great majority of employers 
would take occasion to bring 
their wage scale as nearly as 
might be down, to the level of 
that minimum, and it would be 
very awkward for the working 
man to resist that process suc
cessfully, because it would be 
dangerous to strike against the 
authority of the federal govern
ment.” *

Two explanations are suggest
ed by this rather astonishing ut
terance of Governor Wilson. To 
a stranger, to one unacquainted 
with Wilson’s work during the 
last two years, it would seem 
that he is a Tory. _But he isn’t, 
we are driven to the alternative 
that Governor Wilson has taken 
his positive stand against the 
principle of the minimum wage 
solely because he is ignorant of 
its meaning.

Tnfs is no disparagement of 
Governor Wilson, It is said in 
no spirit of criticism, but rather 
in extenuation,» It is really not 
to be expected that Governor 
Wilson in the short space of 
time since he got into the prog
ressive movement should • ha ve 
familiarized himself with all the 
instrumentalities that are sug
gested for the furtherance of its 
aims.

it is not yet two years since 
Governor Wuson got into the 
progressive movement. Before 
.nut time, while his instincts 
yvere for democracy, his training 
and intellectual bent had all been 
wi th the olu-line political econo
mists upon whose teaching the 
opposition to the progressive 
movement is based.

This old school of politcl econ
omy hai been known as “laissea- 
fare, ’’ which in that application 
virtually means “hands-off.” It 
was the teacning of those old 
doctors in the government should 
keep its hands off nearly every
thing, that it should let the indi
vidual do everything he could do 
short of positive crime, regard
less of its effect on others or on 
the community. If he could hire 
women at less than starvation 
wages to do work for him, it was 
none of the government’s busi
ness, according to the teachings 
of these philosophers. .

For twenty months, since he 
became governor of New Jersey, 
Doctor Wilson has been pulling 
bravely against the teachings of 
these old-time masters of his. 
But in his shocked opposition to 
the minimum wage, he- shows 
that their influence still domin
ates him in this one respect at 
lostst**

But, this is palpably because 
he has not come to an under
standing of what the rninimum 
wage means. In the Progress
ive platform, the declaration is 
restricted to women workers. 
This is, indeed, a very moderate 
and almost a conservative prop- 
position. ^ For the minimum 
wage, as applied to men ana 
women, has beem in successful 
operation in other countries for 
at least sixteen years, while the

•TT7̂1
identical legal and economic 
principles upon which is based 
have been enforced by statutory 
enactment for nearly a century.

The direct application of the 
minimum wage is not new in this 
country. It has been establish
ed in many trades—not bylaw, 
but by the labor unions—for 
years. The very type by which 
the readers is enabled to read 
this editorial was set under a 
minimum wage regulation, dif
fering only from that which the 
Progressives seek to establish 
for women in that it has not the 
force of law behind it, only a 
voluntary contract. ,

But, even by law, the principle 
pf the minimum wage has been 
established in this very conserv
ative old state of Pennsylvania. 
True, it applies only to school 
teachers, biit it is a rainmUm 
wage fixed by law.

The minimum wage has been 
much discussed in England' of 
later, as a result of the* great 
coal strike in that country. The 
demands of the unions which led 
to that strike had no reference 
to the hours of employment or 
the rate of pay of the great ma
jority of the workers in the in
dustry. They were intended to 
benefit only the poorest:paid 
classes. The minimum wage has 
already been established in other 
industries, and it became part of 
the terms of settlements for the 
strike ‘

R. C. K. Jinsor, in an .article 
in the lamous English review, 
“The Nineteenth Century anu 
After, states the case for the 
minimum wage. He cites.the 
figures of in vestigators who found 
that in London and in York about 
.30 per cent of the people' were 
living on incomes below the physi
ological minimum; that is, their 
wages were not sufficient to 
support them and their natural 
dependents from the physical 
deterioration that comes from 
improper and insufficient food 
and lack of clothing and shelter.

Where the industry fails to pay 
a physiological minimum, either 
physical deterioration of the 
worker sets in or else the de
ficiency of the underpaying in
dustry is made up by support 
t iat is given by others—either 
oy members of the family employ
ed in a more remunerative in
dustry or by charity.

In either c^se the underpay
ing industry levies a tax on the 
community and becomes in reality 
boundy fed. The community is 
paying to keep up a industry that 
cannot support itself; if it can, 
which does not, but which makesl 
its prpfits by compelling the com
munity to support its workmen. 
Mr. Ensor says.

Ihe boundy received by, an in
dustry which pays less than 
subsistence wages is indefinite 
and elusive; its 'burdens are laid 
at random, largely on the weak
est shoulders, and the nation 
foots the bill, nut in money only, 
but in physical deterioration, 
moral degradation and social cata
strophe.

This being so such underpay
ment tends clearly to the loss of 
the nation; and it is difficult on 
any ground of pure logic to see 
why the state, as trustee of the 
national interests, should not 
interfere with it, just as it has 
interfered with other features in 
competive industry which appear
ed destructive of the nation’s 
human capital.

The writer points out that for 
a century parliament has been 
passing acts to regulate the con
ditions of work. These fix the 
kind of people who may work in 
certain industries, the restric
tions being as to age and sex. 
the hours they may work, con
ditions of sanitation, ventilation 
and viu protection of machinery.

In this country bueh regulations 
have been enacted into law by our 
state and national legislatures, 
though to a lesser extent than 
in England, because here the old 
“lassiez,r ■ hand-off, political 
philosphy, which Governor Wil
son exemplifies in his attack on 
the minimum wage, has retained 
its influence to a much greater 
degree than in England.

But such regulations have been 
passed, and for the same purpose 
that the minimum wage is propos
ed. That is, to conserve the hu
man resources of the nation. 
Perhaps the fact that this coun
try has been receiving a constant 
stream of immigrants made its 
ruling powers less careful of its 
human resources than otherwise 
they might have been, A Sur
vey worker quotes a Pittsburgh 
steel mill superintendent as say
ing, when questioned about the

from being maimed ai>d 
could be applied tp compel any 
industry to pay a wage large 
enough to prevent the deteriora
tion of the workmen through laqk 
of shelter or nourishment. '

Such an act would not in the 
least prevent those employers and 
workmen bargaining for higher 
wages. But it would say to t hem 
that they could not bargain for 
lower wages, because below that 
point wages could not sustain life, 
and to permit lower wages would 
be to waste the human resource 
of the nation. This is the gen
eral principle of the minimum 
wage. In its practical application 
success has been shown in Vic
toria, where the first statute ap
plied it to five indurstries, and 
where it has since spread to near
ly fifty.

The Progressive platform pro
pose to apply it only to women 
workers, to protect the mothers' 
of the future race, and therefore! % 
the race itself, from the deteriora
tion that. comes irom a .struggle 
to live on starvation wages. '

But fche disquieting thing about 
Governor Wilson’s opposition to 
the minimum wage is that its 
principle is the very essence of 
the Progressive movement, which 
holds that the first duty of the 
nation is to conserve its human 
resources. Back of itali is the 
doctrine that the most imporant 
duty of each generation is to 
promote the divine plan of pro
gress byleaving ̂ behind a better 
race of men and women.

The opportunit/ is stiii yours to buy Clothing. 
Dry Goods, Shoes and Hats at a great reduction. It 
is a real money-saving chance for you, as our stoidk 
must be reduced*. -

Only, a visit to our store will reveal the truth to you. 
Drop in and take a look, You are cordially

."invited.

B. Goodman,
Main Street - - Burlington, N.C.
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For Sale Cheap,

REST AND HEALTH TO MOTHER AND CHILD.
M r s .  W i n s l o w ’s  S o o t h i n g  Svrbp h a s  been 

used for over F'XTY YEAKSby MIJXIONS of 
MOTHERS for their CHILDREN WHII.R  
’lUETHING, with PERFECT SUCCESS. It 
t.OOTKES the CHILD, SQFTFNS the GUMS, 
A.I,LAVS nit I’AIN - CURES WIND COLIC, and 
is the best remedy for MARRHCXJA. It Is ab
solutely harmless. Be sure and ask for ‘ Mrs 
Winslow’s Soothing Svrup,” aiid take HO a the* 
kiud. Twenty-five cents a bottle

—THE—

Baltimore American
Established 1773

A good 6 h. p. gasoline engine, 
wood saw, Ohio cutting machine 
No. 11, 2 gbod oelts, all in jgood 
running order. YViil exchange 
for stock, or second handed saw 
mill. Apply to F. L. Spoon,, or 
Phone Snow Camp' 611, Harts
horn, N. C.

so many 
platform,

“Why clo they put 
planks in a political 
dear?”

“I guess it's just to lumber 
things up.”

We GUARANTEE a good pos
ition to every teacher who com
pletes her preparation at Little
ton College.

The Daily American
Terms by Mail Postage prepaid.

Daily, One Mcmtb f
Daily and Sunday, One Month 
Daily, Three Months 
Daily and Sunday, Three Months 
Daily, Six Months,
Daily and Sunday Six Months 
Daily'One Year
Daiiy, with Edition, One

Year
Sunday E litian, One Year,

,25
.40
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1.50
2.25
3.00
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The Twice-a-Week American
NewsThe Cheapest and Best Family 

paper Published.

ONLY ONE DOLLAR A
Six Months, 60 Cent*.

YEAR

The Twice-A-Week Ameri
can is published in two issues, 
Tuesday and Friday mornings, 
with the news of the week in 
compact shape. It a bo contains 
interesting, special corrfspond- 
ence, entertaining romances?, 
good poetry,' local matter of ; 
eral interest ar*d fresh miscella-.l 
ny suitable for the home circle. 
A carefully edited Agricultural! 
Department and a full and reli- j 

able Financial and Market Re-, 
ports are special features.

CHAS. C. FULTON & CO.
FELIX AvtNL’fcj, .\iHiiau;i>r »u«j I’lthiislitir

American O i t a  Baltimore, Md.

A ll farmers know that good 
tools arejessential for good work. Let us sell you your’tools 
which wdl enable you to do ybur work when you Want it 
done and cost nothing.

Plenty bf barb and fence wire. 
Paints, Paints. See us we can 
you.. ■ ■: -vA ’ c;. ■

DON’T FORGET OUR 
HARNESS.

*

BURLINGTON, N .C

great number of accidents in his 
mill: “Well, you know they are 
mostly ignorant foreigners, and 
we have no trouble in filling their 
places with others.”

Now, the very same principle 
which would compel that steel 
company to protect its workmen

The Gre&teet Subscription Bargain Ever Offered. Heading for the Entire Family.

srmmvoicE
Bloomington, Kllnols.

EOtaed by ARTHUR J . BUJU

la ft semi-monthly farm paper pub
lished for the purpose of reporting, 
Interpreting and teaching agricul
tural truth for the benefit of all who 
are lntere*ted In better farms, better 
homta, better sohoola, better church- 

aad a better and more satisfying 
«o«&t*y life. It  1* edited from the 
'As36, Mid is closely associated with 
the farmers, the Fsurmers* Institutes^ 
the Agricultural Colleges, Experi
ment Stations, and all other organ? 
laations devoted to country life pro* 
•mss.''

0 X*!O<S£JPtl
Edited by JAMES M. JRVUnffl.
Is an Illustrated National Ttorm 

Magaslne for progressive farmer* M 

all agricultural oommunitlea. I t  in 

authority on fru it oultur* and should 

be read by every farmer and gar
dener la America. I f  you expect to 
make a success of raising fru it It is 
necessary to have tho best idea* of 
thosa who have succeeded. These will 
be found in every Issue of The Fruit 
Grower..

Chicago, Illinois. *  
X»ted by HX2aBERT XAWHAW.

Clive* more reading matter for th«  
money than any monthly m&g«utia# 
printed. In  It you trill find hls&omfc 
travel, aolence, Invention, a it, litera
ture, drama, eduoation, religion an# 
many useful department* of interest 
to almost every family, such as musi% 
cooking, feahlons, needle-work,

ng -
wi

—  ----- - ha)̂ »
dressing ,home dressmaking, healths
etc,
most
year.

'oman's World is superior te  
magacines seUlng for $1.09 m

Three Magazines and The Semi-Weekly Observer for $1.50, Worth $3.00.
0eml-WeeJkiy Observer, one year............S IjO O

flw . Farmers’ Voice, one year, (twice a month). -BOo
The Charlotte Semi-Weekly Observer

A Farm Paper as Weil as a New^aper.

Formerly The Semi-Weekly Observer was merely 
a reprint of Tba(JDally Observer, now it la also a 
FARM paper,, a&t still <sarrles,„ all the news, con- 

and made a continued stoiry of world events 
day te flay. This news ii gathered from all 

parts ef the world and paid for by The Daily Ob
server. The paUtteal news Is an impartial chronicle 
e* tlM wrmtm 'itt the week witfcont r«#ard t »  party or

«rem

IM iThe Fruit Grower, (monthly).,
The Woman’s World, (monthly)

Do Not Postpone Your Acceptance.
Bill dn Coupon. OUp ont and MaU witli Baaltawr**
Send The Semi-Weekly Observer,

The Farmers' Voice, ’ ,

■ The Fruit Grower, , a
The Woman'* WwrM.

TWB1.VIB MONTHS
To
Postoffloe 
S. F.
Aouwal ea««ns»*

THE SEMI-WEEKLY OBSERVER, Charlotte, N, C


