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FLETCHER G.l\rEa DETUL: OF
FIGHY.
Tell the Navy Department Just How
the Port of Vera Cruz Was
Captured. ’
Washingtdh, June 6.—Read Adrir-
al Fletcher’s own story of the oceu-
pation of Vera Crdz_is told in the
“first detailed reobort-bf the 'N_avy‘s
operations on. the east ccast of Mex-
vy
The report tells of Ad-
" miral Fletcher's recepit of the. }-xatouc
cablegram early inn-the
Apr.ii 21 ordering him 0 seize-

ico made public today by the N
Department.

mior ni ng of

the

"Vera Cruz customs house; of the swift|

bluejackets

from the American warships upon the
port and. the bloody fighting that oc-

descent of marines and

‘curred when they met with resistance.

from.the Mexican F\ ederal soldiers and
- irregulars. .

The Admiral |e£=ra p‘n'uularl\ tu
the work ‘of thé cruisers Prairie, the
‘Chester and
moored inside :lie breakwater, covered

San  Franeisco which
successive landings ‘of marines and the
) vluejackets.

Initiative and clear judgment was
_required on the part of the command-
ing officers,” said the report,
the results showed in a striking man-

“and

ner the efficiency of the ships under
their ¢ommands.” The three vessels
were under charge of Co-nmax‘den
Moffett, Stickree and Harrison.
The veport is full follows:
“When the cablegram of 3 a.
April 21, to seize the custom: house
the
were in my cabin.
Captain W. R. Rush, U. S. Navy,
commanding naval lrigade.

was received, following officers

Captain H. McL. P. Huse, U
Navy, chief of staf.

Commander H. G. Stickney, U. S.
Navy, cominanding Pralrie.

Lieutenant Colunei W,

ta. me,

Spar

n.

nal was sept to the Prairie at 10:50
“Land, and Take Pier No. ¢ ke
prepared to cover landing by necess-
ary gun-fire.” At 11:45 the Prailfie
‘signalled, “Battalion has shoved off.”
The landing fuice of the Florida shov-
ed off at the same time and were jain-
ed by the Panama contingent of M: a-
nnea from the Utah. This made 2
_total of 187 officers and men of whom
£02 were marines, all under the cori-
mand of Captain William R. Rush,
U. §. Navy, captain of the Flovida.
AT 1i:30 2. ms the Praivie signalled,
» landed, no evidence of.
At 114D

g

P2

“Battallion has
any resistance thas far.”
a. nu
Corisuiate, “Cable Station 0. K. and
this jmé;ant that the cable swation was

in possession «f our forces on shove

and ‘that communication with Wash:
ington was assuljéd. At 11:30 a. m.
signal was received from Captain Rush
on shoye that i\eadquarters had heen
established at the Hotel Terminal and
signal station set up there. At 11:33
a. m. Rush signailed, “Telegraph and
postoftice occupied and doing business
17 ever.” This was followed by “Fir-
ing in tow.n, 1o casualteis yet,” and
at 1221 p. m., “Commenced ﬁnng on
shore; Federals have commenced fir-
ing U, & Troopsl; ~ Again
iz:0 p. m.  Rush
thousand men with macnine guns re-

at

signalled v“(il‘:'.'
vorted in this vieinity; desaltory fir-
ing heavy at intervals; hurry Utab's
I signatled Utah: “Send your
urgent; you may
TAt 2:1 p
ush reported his first casualties. .

troops.”

futtalion ashore:

! steum -

irn closer. .

+ the marine
}:‘egiment under Lieutsnant quonm

Immediately a1 landing
i Neville advanced up Calio de Montz-
seizing cable office and detach-
ne company to seize the power

north of the terminal station

“and o cover aproaches from the wesi-
The hea:l

marine column had advanced

Sward adong raitoead tracks,

cof the

¢ Avesida Bravo when at 11:57 uo m.

they were tired into from all direc-

U8 M. (‘ vommanding marine reg- |
iment. !
They had bteen fed o hoard to

be informed of tae situatio

assure me that the plaas nsrevio:
prepared for the emplevment of the
raval forces against Vera Cruz were:
understoed them, and that they |
were prepared to carry them out, The
method of procedure adepted was to
Jard marines from the Praivie, Florida

h v

and Utah, and the seamus basallion
the Florida,
house, railway
The

Wis

from weize

teiminal

the custem
and eatde of-
of the

fice. batailion

Ctah

seamei

heid on howrs

news ol the “Ypirangs.”

Cemmander Stick and Lieuter-

Neville v ved to

HI LI

ant Colonel

Prairie and

.

Stickaey went ashore and perzonul
Americi.e-
t T,

custom houvae,

notijfied the Cotsul that we

would  lund charge o the

A Rim to potify?
ol wond all for

eigners atiowd the Warl

olire

all foreign consuiis,

ico” which wus a1t Fior Noo §oand
‘Esperanza’ ties mooic, in the hior-
\

AT PN I
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itary consmandant. was  aotified

e
Ly

telephone from the Cansalate that we

would land nt once to tuke charge of
the custem house and he wias urged!
to offer no resistance but to withdraw

in ordur tc aveid useless lass of life:

and property of the
Cruz.

At 9:40 3. an.
Prairie boarded the foseign men-of-
war in the harbor, Carlos V. (Spanish) |
and Essex (British) and notified them
cf our intended action. :

An officer from the Prairie visited

people of Vera,

the Fort at San Juan d' Ulloa. in-!

Tormed the commander that we would
seize the custom house and that any
aggressive move on his part would
ke immediately followed by our open-
ing fire with heavy guns on the fort.
The commander ¢f the fort said that
he understoed the situation hut if we
opened fire he would return it
had 160 regular
charge of the priscners.

troops  who had

awaiting !

Comaander

an oflicer from lhe‘

He®

ithe Naval

‘The Ward Liner “Mexico™ with for- | Within a few

The

wuns went nto action at indepetid-

tions, marines Colt auntomati
cencia, Cineo de Mayo, Cortes, Hidalgo.
cand Brave, and cleared these streets
{immediately. The men took positiuns
{in front of the warehouses, lining the
inorth =ide of Moatesines and fred at
“the enemy who hud occupied the heuse-

fraps, windows and towers on the op-

!

[regiocent was then ordered not to

The marin:

1t

posite side of the strect.

[canes but ) hold ariginal pesition.

Ti ke misartinme the Flovida <eu-

cman et alion ander Lieutenant Waa-

i
wrizrl had wdvineed and seized the
0 obeuse wnd eusiom warehouse,
postatlice and raiivoad Lerminal, They |y

W ander steady tive from the enemy
and More-
The

went

feu<es on Benito Juarez

N

s returned.
Florida
American

which w

S Flreey s,
!

arttliery <ection of the

anin rront of the

cconsulate and shelled the enemy out

the uid lrhthotse ower an Benito

BN

streat,

When the first rep-t

suaities wias received, ihe Sutace

i

crdered from Tampico to Ve

2 by rahio,
Av 1l p.

| Prairie wit

m. | repaired aboard the
Captain Huse and Lieu-
lte'n.n\t Courts of my staff and from
this point directed joint oper:ations
The Praivie
led fire at 1:10 p. m. with three incn

ashore and afloat. opeti-

s mwounted wronps
in-

guns on the enemy's
1in the sandhilis beyond the city.
direct fire was used with a church
{tu\\e. as a point of aim, range 2,500
to 3.000 yards. The second shot feil
among thet rsops and drove them be-
vond the sandhills.

Sharpshoters ir the Naval Scnost
Building and the New Market ha!
beer ii,ring steadily en Pier No. i
ywhere all of cur boats were landing.
Chief Boatswain McCloy, in charge of
three picket launches armed with one-
pounder guns put out from Pier No.
1 and steamed full speed arcurd the
end of Fiscal Pier directly toward
Building. When
hundred yards,

School
e

eigners on board pulled away fmmglaunches opened fire simultaneously

Pier No. 4 and anchered in the outer!
harbor. Cone of the
Utah, ziter anchoring his vessel at
9:40 a. m., came on board. Cone re-
rerted his landing force ready and
waiting for any service and returned
to his ship.

At 12:39 a. m. the Prairie report-
=, “Am Ready” and 1 directad Csp-
tin Rush to land his brigade and
earry cut orders. The following sig-

Commander

with one-poundzrs at the windows of
the Naval Academy. They thus drew
the fire of the Mexican forces along
that section of the waterfront buy
| ylocated their positions on the vo~irie
who immediately opened fire with
2-inch battery over the heads of the
iaunches, silencing the fire of the
Mexicans in that section of the city.
The picket launches in their gallart
dash were hit many times with rifle

signal was received from the

bullets and three times with one-
poundzr shell from the Naval -Acad-
emy. Chief Boatswain MeC'~y was
wounded in the leg and one was fa-
tally wounded.

The brigade signal atatlon on top of
the Termiiial Hotel was exposed to the
fire of the Mexicans from al direc-
tions. The signal squad under En-
sign Mc¢Donnellr their
po'sts: during the 24 hours fighting and
though thrce of the seven signalmen
were shot \vﬁi'ie' wig-wagging ' mesz-
cation between brigade

remained at

ages, cow
hﬂdqum ters .md the Prairi ie was nev-

er

1n~enm)tel_
3 p..m.—1 did not desire to force

the fighti tougn the city and use

.the guns of ihe ships as long as there
e.\l\tm a ‘reasonable chance to
-Every-etfort was

avoid’
this severe raeasure,
belrmr made to get into’ commuii 'in

with the Mexican autho-xtxeb, ‘both: di-
through Lhe American con-
to represent to them the fu-

-resistance on -their

reet, xd
sult, and
tiiity of further
part and ﬂ_‘ne sericus consequences that
would ensue. My chief of stafl, Cap-
in conjunetion with the

tain Huse,

American consai, Mr. Canada, endeav-

ored until 3 oclock W k2T slteo COm- |l

munication with any éu_thorties in con=
trol, but their efforts were unavaiiing.
Any further advance at this time of
the. day would have brought the fight-
ing into the most densely populated
It
was therefore decided to hold our pres-.

part of the- ity after nightfah

ent position and in case of unforseen
contingencies the heavy
No. 4 vould be securely held.

warehouse:
on Pier
At 5 p. m. an officer was again seu:

to Fort San Juan 4 Ulloa to inferm

the conimanding ojeer that {here must

ro zing I military movement

b
in the fert during the night arnd that
no ene would be ailowed to leave the
for:. The commanding officer agresd
to this arrangenzent and promised te
remuin neutrral.

A officer from

Mexivan paval

t
the

tablished over the ¢able station.
"Rear Admiral Badger with five
battleships of his fleet came ‘to an-
chor in the ouier harbor, and with
Mr. Huse, Chief of Staff, I repaired
on board the- flugship at 2:45 a. m
After explajning the. situation to the
admival, he decided to land his forces
and the seaman and mazrine batillions
of ihe Arkansas.. New Humpshire,
South Csrolina, Michigan and New
Jersey, landed ut 4 a; m., under cover
of ‘darkness and promptly moved to
their- assigzed pbsitions_ joining the

organization on ‘shore,.

L s - _

THE _F!XAL ADVAXCE.
Early in-the morning of the 22nd,
leffoots 1o, get in commnanicatiol with
the authorvities were renewed. ‘By 8
o'clock it was definitely ascertained
that the firing of the enemy was not
undey organized control or acting uun-
der the direction of competent author-
following

ity and the. instructions

were issued:

Brigade Comm.ander,
U. S. Naval Forces,

Vera Cruz, Mexicos
Subject: Reudvancing and taking

nossesison of the city of Vera Cruz.

responsible authorities on shore have
failed and effurts have been fruit-
less to have ihe authorities stop fir-
ing.

2 T am well informed thut the reg-
lar troops have withdrawn and the
penple now tliring are irresponsible
peopte under no control or authority.

3 You will advance in your discre-
tion, and suppress this desultory fir-
ing. taking possession of the city and
restore order respecting as much as
possible the hetels and other places
where foreigneirs are lodged.

4 Yeu arainst the

possitle use by the enemy of machine

are cautiened

L. i
raval station in Ulloa ezme or board!

He hud
served in the Spanish Navy and wis

the Prairie avout 9 p. m.

on board the Don Juan de Austiin
Battle of Manila.
in the name of the commandant that

the He requested
aliout three hundred navy yard work-
menr and sailors be allowed to lenve
station and join the forces under
ral Maas,

of allowing tuix was pointed out {o

he practical difficue

him wnd he was tald to inform the
commandunt that the matter would
Lo taken up as soon as ordes was pa

extablished in the city.
The

the enttun

Floida was ardered to sweep
inside the

mines with wires re-

¢ of the havbor
tneakwater for
poried leuding te Ullen and vefors
the dengging was completed the San
eatered the

Franciseo and Chester

harbor auring the niwht. Investization

and  seroplane  observations subse-

quently proved that there were no

wines in the harbor.
AT radic wias

sent to

n. the following
Arvkn

p-

dag oficer

“Wiil hold pier Nu. { for the nignt.
You
should be prepared to land infantry
battalions and artillery immediately
of darkness.
Captain lluse or myself will repair

Desultary street firing continues.

et arrival under cover
to board on your arrival to advis:
vou of the Situation.”
“FLETCHER.”
Depultory firing  continued untii
midnigh: with occasional shots during
the night.
were sent on board the Prairie and
the medical officers of the Carlos V.
and the Exxes came zboard and offer-
ed their services which were grate-

The dead and wounded

fully accepted

Reports were received that the en-
emy were preparing to attack with
artillery during then ight and the Utah
and Florida anchored outside the
breakwater were directed to be pre-
pared te use turret guns and searcn-
lights if ordered. The Prairie kept
searchlights trained on points slong
shore from which sniping had oceur-
red during the day.

At ¢ p. m. the San Francisco en-
tered the harbor and anchered 300
yards north of the Prairie. She im-
mediately landed her battalion of two
seaman companies which heported .
Bridage Commander or shore. The
Chester entered the harbor at 12:05
a. m. April 22, and anchored off
Sanidad Pier. Her battalion of sea-
man and marines were landed immed:

iately. At 1 a. m, censorship was es-

ol

Jadvance of the seamen was opposed

1

ithe Naval Schocl and the Benito Jua-
.rez lighthouse, about 550 yards in

guns and artillery

{Kignedy F. ¥, Fletcher.

AL R:50 2. m. Rush signalled:

“Advance beran, Plesse shell mil-

itary pesitions.,
{Sigued) Rush.
The marine  forces  advanced

through all streets to the north of
Avenida
met

Independencia where they

with keavy rifle aund ma-
fire

church steeples and mifi-

were
chine-gun frem houses, hotels,
hospitals,
tury barracks, They advanced slow-
ly—-clearing houses and roofs of the
spipers and entering every house in
ced.

wed to the

ady

every bloek as they

The =caman forees nd
south alony the waterfront, elearing
and protecting the left flank of the
marines as they advanced south. The
by a continueus and concealed rifie

fire difienlt to locate. It came prin-
cipally from Benito Juarez curatel i
Plaza (enstitution, the Acad-

artitiery barracks and from the

waval
ey,
reols and windows of houses in thix
seciion of the city along the water-
front.

The second seaman regiment under
Captain Anderson, U. S. Navy, was
marched toward the watecfront and
in front of the New Market, Naval
School In
crossing the open grouud between

and ariillery barracks.

width, they were met by a heavy
rifle one-pounder and machine gun
fire from the Nava! Schoel building.
“The
Chester, Prairie and San Francxsco

This situation looked critical.

simultareously opened fire with 8
4-in and 3-in batteries against the sec-
ond story of Naval School building.
In & short time the upper story was
riddied by 40 shots and the fire si-
lenced.

Our steadily
through the city, enter houses from
whieh they were being fired upon and
The Ches-
ter from a favorable position com-
manding the scuthern part of the
¢ity, shelled the enemy out ¢f houses
along the waterfront, old Fort Santi-
ago and from the vicinity of the mdl-
itary barracks. By 11 a. m. our
forces were in complete possession of
all parts of the city and fighting had
practically ceased.

The following signal was sent to
the cruisers, Chester, Prsirie, San
Franciso and to Brigade Headquart-

8-in,

forces advanced

disarming the cccupants.

erg on shore:

‘{harbor

1 All efforts to get in touch with{

to exXpress hh appucution and ‘sdmi-
ration for the splendid and efficient
work of the naval brlAdc in the cap-
ture of the city of Vera Cruz and the
efficient support given them by the

cruisers in ihe harbor réflect a great-

credit on the'accuracy of fire of their
gunners, ’ B

) (Signed). Fletcher.“’.
The Atlantic fieet under command of
Rear Admiral Badger appmached the
harbor. of Vexa Truz on the night of
the 21st at full speed all ready to
land and came to anchor in.the outer
several hours 'ahen& of the
expected time. 1.am not to commend
my superiol offic er, but I think i only
proper allowed to say. in this report |:
that Rear A_dmil ai Badger duriﬁg the
naval operat:ions- on’ shore at Vera
Cruz afforded 'me 'the most prempt
and wnlm asristance, and' my shght-
est request or iecommendation or call

for aid-was in all cases met with 1m~.

mediate compliance, and it is a gleat

pleasure for me to vecord the thor-j}

oughly fine and genercus spirit that
was shown by him and his staff in
their heary support of the work on

WORK OF CRIUSERS PRAIRIE
CHESTER AND SAN
FRANCISCO.

The Prairie remained moored in the
‘inner harbor with steam up in a po-
sition to cover the ianding of troops
and control the waterfront in vinie-
ity of the Consulate between Pier
No. 4 and Sanitary Pier at the light-
house. During the afternoon of ihe
21st .the Prairie had occasion to si-
lence the firing coming from the Na-
vul'.-’\czldemy. the Market building
nearby, frem a barge alongside the
custom house wharf, and from a small
This
wag done by a few well-aimed shots
Colt’s
frame

frame house near Sanitary Piev.
from the 3-inch guns dﬂd @
automatic which nddied the
structure. .
. the San Trancis®
radio to enter

AL & poom 5 Was

directed I,»3: the 10 ov
harbor and was warned againsi rifle
fire fronm the breakwater at the en
She vore in

the

and alengshore,
p.
sistance
chored near
berth the
ceiving a signal,

The Cliester arrived from Tauizico
12 midnight the 21st
harbor with all lights screened

tunce

at 4 m. without pilot or as-
of navigstional lights, un.
the Prairie and shifted
moorings assighed, re-

“Well Doze.”

fo

She ent o
and
vleared for action, with marines sta-
rifle

roorisg ~

tisned alaog the deck for fre.
She prompily took up in

assigned positions off  Sawitar s Trer
© Both

reporteid

and was signail d, “Well Den

commandiny  officers [

hoard Pruirie, received instructie s a-
to disposition of our forces and gen-
eral instructions relative te gun tive
from their ships. [t was not d&‘cd
to -destruction of

preperty than was necessary te pro-

tiluese any more

tect our men ashore, and buildings

be fired upon on'y when *t

was ascertained that they were being
by the
from which they dive ted
This nlun w
most exYectively and efficientiy

used Mexicans 2as defensive
positions
s

fire upon our troops.
car-

ried ¢1t by the commanding _Hcers
of all three ships and not =
was fired inte annecessarily.

The Chester

nearest to the fighting and atv day-

Luilding
was moored inshore

break rifle firing was directed from
small tugs and barges near No. 3
breakwater. This was returned with
rifie fire, but had to be silenced by a
3-inch gun. Later firing from s num-
ber of points in this secfien of the
eity was located and both 3-inch and
Ad-inch guns of the Chester had to
be used to silence it.

Soon after the final advance of
the landing force into the city, which

coramenced about %:30 a. m. on the.

22nd, the Second Regiment consist-
ing of the battalions of the New
Hampshire, South Carolina, Vermont
and New Jersey, marched across the
open space between the lighthouse
and the Naval Academy passing to
the southward. When our men met
with a heavy fire most of them drop-
ped on.the ground, or against lower
walls .of the Naval School and in-

stantly the guns of the Chester, Prai- |

rie and San Francisco opened fire.
The firing was very accurate, directiy
over the heads of our men, and in a

short space of time the whole sec-§

ond of this building, about 560 feet

front was a wreek, not a shot missing §

“The Division Coraymander desires

its mark. The work of tiese  threm

I Not from my heart

Prairie- Commander  Stickney, San

supporting our troops on shore was

most effective and is deserving spec-

fal praise. Iniative and clear judg-

showed in a striking manner the. ef-
ficiency of the ships under their cone-
mands. - The Chester béing in the

the firing and received a greater num-
ber-of hits, The San Francisco and
‘Praitie were hit by rifie fire many
times, over a hundred shots hit the
Che:te‘

and.one ofi the Prame were. wounded..

The Esperanza, in -charge of Liga:

‘Chester and Prairvie was struck 31
ly wodnded. . All refugees were plac-

injured.”

_ _ dore Roosevelt.

Madrid, - June 8.—Theodore Roose-
velt arrived at Madrid today to at-
tend the wedding of his son, Kermit
Roosevelt, and Miss Belle Wyatt Wil-
lard, daughter of the American Am.
bassador to Spain.

A small crowd gathered at the sta-
tion. Police in plain clothes were dis-
tributed about the depot as.a result
of the publication of several newspa.-
per articles antagonistic to.Colonel
Roosevelt. The chief of police had
feared the possibility of of urfriendly
feeling being displayed but none was
shown,

There was an affectionate greeting

Kermit and his daughter, Mrs. Nich-
olas Longworth. Colonel J. E, Wil-
lard. the American Ambassador, and
members of the embassy staff, and
Senor Mendez, the Spanish under-
Secretury of State, also were at the
Station to meet Colonel Roosevelt.
He waz driven to the American em-
bassy.

King Alphonso  traveled on the
for some distance with
Colonel Rovsevelt, but us eack

same  train

was

there was no meeting.

The King wili ot be present at the
wedding ceremony, but it is said he
will probubly meet Colonel Roosevelt
on Wednesday.

Political Debate
urday.
Washington, June

ran the g

in the House Sat-
6.—The House
riamut of political and govern-
mental controversy today in the gen-

eral debate on the =undry civil ap-

propriation bill.

Representative Mondell, Republican,
of Wyoming, c¢harged the Democrats
With extravagance, declaring an ap-
parent reduction of some $30,000,000
in the hill wax due to arbitrary cut-
ting off of appropriations npeedad in
the latter half of the next fiscal year.

Representative Gillette, of Massa-
chusetts, attacked “political appoint-
ments” of the administration.

In the course of the Jiscussion
Chairman Fitzgerald, of the Appro-
priation committee, read a ietter
from President Wilsun relating to the
Parama Republican
leader Mann immediately cailed at-
tention to the heuse rule requiring
the President and departments heads
to address ail official commuonications
to the speaker. “These¢ secret and
personai commanications from the
President and members of the eab-
inet to chairmen.of the committees
of this house are one of the grossest
abuses of the present conduct of the
governmient,” said Mr. Mann.

Representative Rainey, of IMinois.
spent more than an hour in an effort
to shew the House that importations
of Argentine corn, on the free list in
the Underwood tariff law, are not a
menace to American corn producers,

Commission.

—e
The truth the wise men sough
Was spoken by a child;
The alabaster box was brought
In trembling hands defiled.
Not from my torch, the gleam,
But from the stars above;
life's erystal
stream
But fromr the depths of love.

—LHenry Van Dyke.
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The office shows the: rsn——Motto

of Earl Lonsdale:.

vessels, Chester, Commander Moffett, .

Francisoo Commander Harrison, in .

ment was required on the part of the’
commanding officers and- the resylts’

most forward position did most of

"Two men oh the Chester

tenant Fletéher, Iying between the
times and one man of the crew slight-.

ed in a position safety and noné wera.

Spanish Police Would Protect Theo- ’

between Colone! Roosevelt, his sor

unaware of the presence of the other

-




