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lv. TENTH INSTALLMENT 

eH Arrcit xxxvii.

. T h *  M M n f  Victim.
*n  tbttt" r*p**u a  the 

< it  M r ,  lootb i a w  on* to tt« 
c*h*r o( th* groap aboot him. "Woold 
•nr ef rent make *  mockery ot tb* 
HfP;
'' It fen th* member* of th* *»• 
. wtBbg aad ai-assorted party g***d at
M * H i  rt «m  Mother.

*• r Kitty Gray tlca* seemed to bites 
to tt* situation a di£*r*nt point of 
.vfew For Just on* instant sh* was 
:«C tha b*ll*f that torn* bets Indeed 
ted been committed her* by her aerr- 
Mit, perhaj* Is tho Interest ot her- 
Mtf. Bat tho heavy fro »* ot tho oC- 
-car fixed npon bor fao* sobered her 
qfflcklj enough.

tn turn sh* east a  glanc* upon Ro­
leaa and raised her brow* in qsery. 
bat that faithful ao d  only ebook hta 
head to signify hia own lgnoranc* ot 
the aatur* ot thia new mystery.

“Which ot yon haa undertaken this 
sorry jeatr* demanded tha prefect 
agate. "Come, now, there waa mur­
der here. The town ia afoot orer tt  
A n i  now we eome her* and ar* toid 
there la ao  murder, or at least ao vic­
tim of one! Where 1* the body! You 
said. 70a  aaw the man lying here."

He spok* to Roleau.
“Your excellency. »o  he waa," re­

plied the latter. "H e  lay here on the 
floor— directly where yo » ae* this 
stsln. Thia man here warn bending 
over him w het I  caught him. He wm 
searching tor something on the body. 
It Jay directly her* when 1 left thia 
room. Monsieur le Prefect. That ia 
all t can tay.”

The prefect is  anger turned 10 
, 1  Blake, tbe apache leader. “W hat do 

you tay?” he demanded.
“That I  should be set free !" smiled 

the latter. Mowing his ragged teeth.
“Too, -woman— " the chief turned 

once store to the incoherent maid who 
stood wringing her hand*—“what do 
you mean by comine with such an 
alarm, when there is no proof of 
need?" *

“But I taw him lying tiiare on the 
floor—there was blood— ”

“But blood alone does not make a 
crime. There must be also the body 

,» nf the crime itself. We must make 
further search. You wili ait remain 
In custody until we hare looked for­
th a r.Y o* will all go with us to tho Ho­
tel de Villa for the further examina­
tion. We must And whet bottom there 
ia to all this."

“i beg your pardon, Monsieur ie 
■i Prefect," here interrupted the deep 

voice of the Count Frederick. “You 
will do nothing of the kind so tar as 
I am concerned, and ao far aa this 
young woman here is concerned."

The face of the protect flushed is 
surprise. "How now, Monsieur la 
ComteT You speak somewhat boldly, 
it seems to me.”

"There is no need for argument 
. over it," resumed Count Frederick. “1 

was- not here, aa you well know, when 
this crime was alleged to be commit­
ted— your men found me elsewhere 
almost at the moment of the erime it­
self. Hy own people can tell you 
'■there I  was ail thc day before that 

'•moment. Moreover, this young wom­
an was not here, aa 1 can testify—  
•he waa at my house. Aa to this man, 
whoso name is Koieau. he was a serr- 
ant at one time. I cannot say where 
he has been all the morning, bat he 
waa in my house, aad apparently had 
been for some tima wka* your men 
arrested us there— thia young woman, 
myself and him.”

*  “True, true." rejoined the official, 
“but all these things may come out 
at the examination."

“W e are- n o t  b ou n d  to  jo in  y o u  in  
th is  e x a m in a t io n ,"  r e jo in e d  C ou n t 
F r e d e r ic k  c o fd ly .  " 3 o  fa r  a s  th is  n o ­
b le m a n  o f  o u r  s is t e r  king<: '1 is con­
c e r n e d  it. ia s o m e th in g  r : h 'd lg -  

. n i t y  t o  h o ld  him . o n  a n y  c i:. . . . ,- -  w li ic h  
^ p e rh a p s  may n o t  b e  m a d e  g o o d .  Would 

you th in k  i t  w e l l  f o r  o u r  g o v e r n m e n t  
to  b e  o b l ig e d  t o  a p o lo g iz e  t o  th a t  of 
G rah oH en  a t  th is  t im e ? "

T i i e  p r e f e c t  h e s ita te d  f o r  a n  in s tan t, 
p o n d e r in g  w h ic h  b o r a  o f  a  p o s s ib le  
d i le m m a  w o u ld  b e  s a fe s t  f o r  h im . “At 
l e a s t  I  m a y  c a l l  u p on  h is  m a je s t y  h im ­
s e l f  t o  d e c la r e  h i *  w in , "  s a id  h e  a t 

l̂ength.
“Then lose no time," aaid Count 

Frederick sternly. “1 fancy that his 
chamberlains, it you use my name, will 
oarry any message to his majesty from 
us at once. W e  are to remain here 
safely— and you yourself may take up

■ tho question of the message to -the 
palace. Tell hie majesty that Count 
Vtaderick of - Gretzhoffen and Miss 
Gray ot America are held here, 
pacts, uadar a* grave aad se absurd *  

'-•S

charge aa that of mardcr. Say to bba 
that v *  git* oar honor that we know 
nothing ot tt." • -

"But, monsieur, that picture—*
Count Frederick aow flushed and 

frowned in sudden anger.
“True, the pictnre, I  admit that I  

bar* It X admit freely that I  came 
to this room aad took thia picture 
without process of law—I make ao de­
nial ot that in th* preeanoe of Ita lat* 
owner. It Interested m *~I took it—* 
win ttaka neb reparation aa need bo 
tor that But that haa nothing to do 
with th* Mint* of murder. Tm hat* 
sot connected my aant* or hers with 
that Tea shall aot detaia a* aader 
toy trumped ap, imaginary earns* 
which may plea** you, eager to tad 
Mne TloUia of the law."

Qla&eiat from one to th* other daM- 
eualy, th* pretest at length tuoad to 
tb* door, wakln* a alga to hls sob* 
ordinate*.

"Hold th*M prlaoaers hare,'' aaid he, 
'•until I return. I will nuk* meh 
basts ss I can—there shall a mneiea- 
ger eo to. the royal tAiace, and mean- 
tim* 1 will se* It 1 can m a  say m *  
time by flndiug tbe kiag’a sorrants by 
ua* of tha telephone from th* kelel 
svoms below."

Left pmeatiy alone, for a time tha 
ancongental party sat or stood about 
as best they might, moodily aval tins 
the issue of the chiefs errand.

Kitty felt her eyes turning again 
and again to tbe grara face of Count 
Frederick himself, wfiose own glaacee 
were averted from her. How calm be 
seemed, how strong, how raaouroetal 
— these thoughts cams to her mind. 
Without him now in this last desperate 
coil of circumstance* regarding tha 
GretihoSen coin, where would aha 
be? What hope would she dare en­
tertain?

Count Sachio paced about or sat, 
head in hand, brooding over the deli­
cate nature of hie owa situation.

Ot alt thoee thus strangely gathered 
here only one seemed te feel anything 
but suspicion or despair!— the apachc 
leader, who remained under guard In 
tbe hall, somewhat apart from' th* 
others.

A  considerable time had elapsed, 
how long none of these might have 
aaid, when the air was split by a sud­
den shriit whistle which came f r * a  
tbe hall beyond the door.

Blake, biding his time, appraising 
the proper instant. h««f given tke sig­
nal of his tribe.

The,result was confusion to aii but 
him. It was as though the call ef 
Rhoderick Dha had been repeated, 
summoning armed ai«n from every 
rock and bush about. Fer aow, In­
stantly, swiftly, it seemed as tfcaugh

But Roleau Sheek His Head.

e v e r y  h id in g  p la c e  i r  >£fee*e s m a ll 
a p a r tm e n ts  p ro d u ced  a a  a rm e d  m a n !

W ith o u t  doub t th e  a p a c h e  b an d  h ad  
la id  s ie g e  t o  K i l t y  C r a y ’ s a p a r tm e n ts , 
a n d  w ith  n o  in te n t  o f  fa ilu re .

T h e  h ig h  v o i c e  o t  o n e  o f  th e  a p a c h e s  
was f ir s t .  “ Y o u . a l l  o f  you , q u ic k — I  
hava n o  t im e  to  t r i f le  w ith  y o u . I  
w a n t  th e  c o in — w h ic h  o f  y ou  h a s  i t ? "

T h e  a p a c h e 's  g a z e  tu rn ed  fr o m  
C o u a t  S a c h io 's  fa e e  t o  th a t  o i  C o u n t 
F r e d e r ic k ,  an d  th e n  a g a in  fr o m  K i t t y  
t o  R o le a u . B u t  n o n e  o f  th e s e  m a d e  
a n s w e r . N o t  o n e  m a d e  h im  s u re  a s  t o  
a n y  s p e c i f ic  gu ess .

“ W h a t ,  y o u  r e fu s e — y o u  d o  n o t  h a v e  
i t — a l l  o f  y o u ?  i  k n o w  a s  1 s ta n d  h e re  
th e  c o in  i s  in  th is  r o o m  a t  th is  m o ­
m e n t - s o m e  o n e  o f  y o u  h a s  i t — i t  is  
w o r th  y o u r  l i f e  n o t  t o  o w n  u p  t o  
th a t , "

K i t t y ’s  e y e s  d e s p a ir in g ly  s o u g h t  
th o s e  o f  R o le a u , b a t  th e  f ig h t in g  fa c s  
o f  th a t  b e l l i g e r e n t  s h o w e d  n o  s ig n  o f  
w a r . C o u n t F r e d e r ic k  lo o k e d  a t  h e r , 
a n x ie ty  u p on  h is  fa c e , h u t m a d e  n o  
s ig n  w h is h  c o u ld  c a tc h  h e r  a t te n t io n . 
H s  w a s  r o t  in d e e d  e n t ir e ly  s u r e  th a t  
• b e  h ad  t b e  t a in  in  h e r  p o ssess io n -

twtek order U  th* rat-taead ijriA i. 
who waa now la eharg* et this attc* 
Hon. “Wa must hiiny. B* carefal 
mem."

Tb* roeo who had covered the pri» 
• •m  with their weapon* aow seat 
forward m b *  of their number to tv  
ry oat tho** order*. Aa tbey advanced 
Koieaa spraog toward them, bot wm 
held back by tho band of th* captaia 

IHtdinuii.
“Quiet!" said tha latter. “Waoid 

Too hav* *ob*  of ss killed? Thia 
auu» wants only a bit of coin. Ia th* 
■am* of beaveo, to give that la ebanp- 
* r  thaa to get killed!"

B#lean fell back, and tha work ot 
tt* ■atrehew went oa. But It wm  
not money that th* apacb** aought 
They took littl* count of the coc testa 
of the pocket* which they ransacked.

They turned at last to Kitty, aad tb* 
■wilt fluah oa heir face kindled the<r 
*ya* with a suspiekm of some (atitty 
knowledge on har part 8h* had not 
had tta* tine* palming th* piao* ot 
eoln at the time of th* original Marsh 
to conceal ft elaewhere than la h*r 
handbag, it wa* a forego n* coocla- 
aloa that U would be found thers. Tha 
thieve# gave exultant exclamations
whea at length they aaw tb* trait 01 
their effort*—th* pi*o* of broken 
cola. Th* man who aewched Kitty* 
bag held tt ftp, grinning.
. B*tor* any had tin* to form a plan 

there cam* a sudden cry from on* or 
nor* ot tb* apache*. An laatuit later 
and all ot them war* gone- passing 
out th* opaa window to th* ire  w- 
eape which tod to th* street betow.

"By tb* Lord!” exclaimed 8echlo, 
th* first to speak. “That waa sadden 
work.” H* tcrnad to Count Fred­
erick, a certain anxiety in his own 
gase, for h* might wall fancy that 
th* latter bald bln ta no too sal* a 
position of friendship, sine* hla owa 
lat* rahaaeUng of th* cooat’s palae* 
beta In QntshoSeo town.

"Who wer* they, think yoa!” la- 
oslred Sachio.

-Who?" replied Count Frederick. 
"Tbey ar* thieve* ot our beloved city 
ot Gvttshoffea— a part ot organised so­
ciety aa it exists here, my friend, and 
well organized, aa la easy to b * seen. 
Blake, yonder, la their leader. Hia 
borne 1* In the edg* of thi* city, and 
bis hand ia ready enough, m* thinks, 
for any crime. Fifty, a hundred men 
or more ar* tinder hi* orders. Appar-' 
ently he haa laid hls plana well. I 
thought as much whea I last saw him 
anu his rata."

"And when waa that, Monsieur 1* 
Comte?”

"A t no Jong tim* ago I  paid Um  a 
visit/’ said Count Frederick, shrug­
ging. "I leaned  enough to be ready 
to suspect that man yonder or any ot 
bis tribe. Tb*y hav* broken ant ea- 
te.'ed thes* apartments. Within our 
view they hav* committed robbery 
from tbe person of this young woman 
here, Tbey hav* obviously taken what 
they aought— whatever that may be. 
I trust it was of no consequence, ma­
demoiselle?”

Kitty took her cue from the calm 
speech of th* count her late rival, 
but sow rather hsr friend thaa thia 
ether aobieman of OrahoCen.

9b* only In tura shrugged her ewn 
shoulders aad turned a  somewhat re­
proachful gaxe upon tbe aSoera ot 
the law, who stood about, helpless snd 
chagrined.

Count Frederick sallied. “This," 
said he, “is aoatowbat * f  a  jest. It 
scabs  to me that our friends the 
gendarmes submitted somewhat eas­
ily. A t least they have gone—they 
hav* taken what they liked, and they 
hav* carried off their dead from the 
field— if there have be*n dead here. 
Have you any aatlon beyond this, my 
dear Sachio?”

Bat Count Sachie, thaa aatiliagly ad­
jured, could add nothing to tb* fund 
of information. He kiaaelf was left 
alone. If  his own man had been the 
victim, so much the worse for the 
max himself. But these refleetieas 
caused him ao satisfaction.

“W e must be oat or this aow," he 
exclaimed angrily, and strode toward 
th* door. H *  dung it opea, almost ia  
the face of th* prefeet, who waa har­
rying back te hia demoralized asso­
ciates ia the admlaistratfoa ef th* 
law.

The face of the prefect himself waa 
red with ehagria aa he stew atrede ia 
at the open door.

“Gentlemen,” aaid he, facia* Ceuat 
Frederick, " I  have lndoed received a 
message from the kiag. It is entirely 
In your favor.”

"H is majesty says, * f  oeurte— " be­
gan Connt Baehie.

The prefect frowned, aad turasd 
again to Count Frederick. "H is ma­
jesty says Couat Frederick aa* tte 
young woman are to b e  s e t  free at 
once. They are to ga where they like, 
in full possession of their liberty.

“ A s  f o r  th is  n o b le m a n ” — aad h e  
tu rn e d  t o  C o u n t S a c h i*  a t  la s t .  “ 1 a m  
In s tru c te d  t o  s e t  h im  f r e e  a ls o , an d  
t o  a sk  h im  n o t  t o  a d d  fu r th e r  c o m p li­
c a t in g  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  b y  to o  lo n g  a  
t a r r y in g  o n  t h is  s c e n e . ’

“ U u t t e l l  m e— w h y  d o  y o u  stan d  
h e r e  s a z iu ^  th u s? ”  h s  d em a n d ed  o f  
h is  m en . S o  th e n  th e y  w e r e  o b l ig e d  
t o  t e l l  h iro  o f  w h a t  h a d  t ra n sp ired  
d u r in g  h is  b r i e f  a b sen ce .

“ E s c a p e d — y o u  a l lo w e d  th e m  to  
c o m e  l i t r u  a n d  ro b  y o u  in  b ro a d  d a y ­
l ig h t— to  add  y e t  a n o th e r  c r im e  t o  
t h a t  w h ic h  h a s  b e e a  c o m m it te d  h e r e  
— an d  th e n  y o u  m y m en , a l lo w  th e m  
t o  e s c a p e  e v e n  fr o m  th a t ,  a n d  w ith o u t  
p u rsu it?  S u r e ly  th is  d a y  th e  la w  i s  
bu m b leri a n d  a b a sed  in  o u r  s ig h t .  
M o n s ie u r  l e  C o m te , y o u  w i l l  p a rd o a  m e  
i f  1 s a y  th a t  1 h a d  r a th e r  re tu rn  t o  m y  
o f f ic e  b o w  th a n  t o  l in g e r  h e r e . "  »

“But someone killed that man,” 
broke »'jt  tho hysterical maid, wbo 
all this t im e  had bean lingarimg about, 

•Yes,” said tho prefect gravely.

Tb*y T** War* oa th* Train,

that is tnm. A a r* waa a victim 
her*—u d  yoadei lie* proof though of 
that So»*oa* JBsnst hav* killed him. 
Soaieoc* must know about that De­
tail two men." B * motioned to Ro- 
t*a« and th* raaegad* wbo still had 
b«*a retained la custody ia tb* ball, 
by guards who bad not dand to sator 
tt* fMB.

Now  for th* 8rat tint* Bitty Cray 
rose above har fears, excited at this 
ntddwi danger to har faithful aarv-. 
«>t j 

"W hat do yoa m m nT  demanded she , 
* f  tb* prefect “This Is my servant 
Roleaa- He is l&ncc*nt aa a babe. *Ha 
haa b**n with u *  all th* day, *vary 
moment of tb* day sine* I left my 
room. Wo were together when we 
w *r*  taken in charge. He even brought 
to you tb* man wbo was is  this room. 
W hy do you accuse him?’’

"Enough," odd th* prefect at length, 
and signed to his men. "The man Ro- 
leau and this other with him will re­
main tn charge. You others may go 
fire*. Messieurs, mademoiselle, shall 
1 say adieu cr au revolr?"

CHAPTER XXXVIII. I
Th# Hidden Thief.

A s he turned from the room where 
thes* lat* exciting *s*sef had oc­
curred, there was one—Count Fred­
erick— wbo gased back with a  look of 
Inquiry to tb* solitary occupant who 
tarried there. Kitty Gray, wrapped 
ia  her own anxieties, did not «atch 
this look of sclltude, but a* they all 
passed out and left her to her own de­
vices, robbed now even c f tho aid of 
her faithful servant, sbe cast herself 
upon a couch in sudden access of ap­
prehension.

Then she paused, her breath beld, 
her heart stifling her lungs for just an 
Instant, tt seemed to her that sba 
felt in the couch beneath her so 
suspicicua movement— yea. it must be 
so! She sprang across the room to 
the door, her first Instinct that ot 
Sight, but baited and found conceal­
ment beyond the first curtain *t  the 
alcove. Her eye* wer* fastened on 
th* cover r f  the couch which but uow 
sh* bad occupied.

Tea, sh* aaw tb* lid move, saw a 
hand appear beneath its edge—aaw 
a  man slowly crowd himself cut from 
thia hiding place within tb* body of 
th* couch! It was tbe face of one of the 
apach* band— a fac* that she taw . 
turned questiosingly into the room, 
which evidently he thought now va-; 
cast. Surely Blake bad abundant re- 
tainly h* kimssit did sot tarry. A 
moment, and he waa out of the win­
dow and passed from tight as had 
his fellows.

Ther* was ao time for Kitty to call 
for aid. even had there been aid which 
ah* could have summoned. Sbe 
wasted no tima in futilities, but hai 
tw t  fashion of self-help, resol ted to 
lose ao opportunity to end certain ol 
these complexities. Without time for 
thought she sprang after the man, ao 
definite plan in her mind. As she did 
ao, she called out once more, almost 
by instinct, upon the one friend who 
thus far had sot failed ber. “Ho 
leau!” she crted,-r“Roleau!’’

Bat tbe faithful Roleau did not hear 
kis mistress summon him. B y  this 
time h * was in the front part of the 
hotel, himself in charge of the officers 
of the law.

On h is  w a y  to  the s ta t io n  house in  
e h a r g e  o f  th e  g e n d a rm e s  h e  w e ig h e d  
d e l ib e r a t e ly  th e  c h a n ce s  of su ccess  
one b o lu  m an  m ig h t  h a v e  a g a in s t  
th e s e  o th e rs  n o w  to r n  b y  in d e c is io n : 
f o r  c e r ta in ty  th o  g e n d a rm e s  them - 
s e iv o s  h a d  c o m e  o u t  o t  th is  v i t h  none 
too m u ch  g lo r y ,  a n d  were in  n o  to o  
g o o d  c o n c e it  o f  th e m s e lv e s . T h e y  
w a lk e d  lo o s e ly  h e a d s  d ow n , U rt-ad ins 
w h a t  la y  a h ea d . I t  w a s  n o  C roa t fe a t  
f o r  R e le a u , h a l f  gu a rd ed , t o  sp r in g  
a w a y  fr o m  th e m  a t  sp eed , an d  on ce  
m e r e  t o  g a in  th e  fr o n t  o f  th e  h o te l. 
He p a ssed  r a p id ly  t o  th e  d esk .

“ P a d r c n ,”  h e  s a id  to  th e  c le r k  w bn  

s to o d  th e re ,  h im s e l f  ir r e s o lu te ,  “ th e  
c a p ta in  h as  a s k e d  m e  to  in q u ir e  o£ h er 
e x c e l le n c y — ’ ’ a n d  h e  d id  n o t  s t e p  to  
s p e c i f y  a s  to  th e  n a tu re  o f  th a t  in ­
q u iry . H e  s p ra n g  to  th e  s ta ir ,  un­
d e te r r e d ,  ra n  d o w n  th e  h a ll,  an d  on ce  
m o r e  fo u n d  o p e n  t h e  d o o r  c f  th e  ro o m  
w h ic h  b u t n o w  b e  h a d  le f t .

H e entered eagerly, gazed about 
him—and stood dumfounded for a 
moment. There was no trace ot his 
mistress. The room once more wnt 
altogsther empty.

To him there w as only one conclu.

sitm posslbla. Cestatniy hta mistreat 
had not 00me out by tha front ball, 
therefore ah* must hav* passed oat 
by yonder window, which had offered 
exit to the intruders, Th* next mo­
ment Itoiaau himself was through th* 
same window and hurrying down th* 
Jlr* **cap* which h* Saw now gave ae- 
e«M to the street By tb* time th* 
captaia of th* guard and his harrying 
nun w*r* close on his track at th* 
hotel desk, Roleau once sore wm 
fro*.

The seen* ot action of all this wm 
bo w  but transferred from th*. rear 
to th* front of tb* hotel, where, not 
apprehending the preaeno* of other*, 
tb* patties of this drama met with­
out plan. Count Frederick had halt­
ed, reluctant to leave tbe young girl 
in such a  tim* ot distress. Count 
Bachlo, looking about him for some 
sign of tbe man who be knew had 
th* coin he covated, also stood ir­
resolute at tho curb. Kitty, pursuing 
th* flying' thief—and after her now 
Koieau— paused as they saw others 
ahead, it seemed to Roleau when he 
first caught sight of th* excellency 
whom he served that sh* wm wait­
ing for someone, holding back for 
some purpose ot ber own.

Tbe flying apache passed clos* to 
Count Sachio. He halted at some 
quick word, some sudden sign which 
th* nobieman gave to him. Roleau 
saw them converse for just a  moment 
— saw Sachio pass mousy to tbe ty ­
ing thief, and then motion him to 
speed on bis* way. Holesu aaw Sacbio 
look at his baud, hurriedly clasp it 
shut, and thrust it Into his*pocket—  
saw him in turn beckon to bis own 
man, Bartel, bis late agent in certain 
of thes* affairs.

T h is  cou ld  in d ic a te  bu t o n e  th ia g .  
S a c h io  b a d  o b ta in ed  p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e  
c o in , had  t r a n s fe r r e d  i t  t o  h is  m e s ­
s e n g e r !  A n d  n o w  th e y  s a w  th a t  m es- 
e c n g e r  h a s ten  to  th e  n e a r e s t  m o to r  
c a r  s ta n d in g  a t  tb e  cu rb .

A o o t h e r  c a r  s to od , a s  y e t  unoccu  
p ie d , a n d  to w a rd  th is  u e w  s ta r ted  
th r e e  p e rs o n *— C ou n t F r e d e r ic k ,  K i t t y  
G ra y , a n d  R o le a u , th e  id e a  o f  pu rsu it 
b e in g  fo r e m o s t  in  th e  m in d  o f  ea ch  ot 
t h e s e  th re e . B u t K i t t y  G ra y , r e ­
j o ic e d  a t  fin d in g  h e r  s e r v a c t  o n ce  
m o r e  a t  h e r  s id e— f o r  n o w  R o le a u  had 
h u s leu ed  fo rw a rd — w as  o f  u o  m in d  to 
t a k e  n a y  o th e r  a l l y  in to  h e r  ow n  
p lan s . E v e n  a s  th e  a g e n t  o f  Count 
S a c h io  s p ra n g  in to  th e  ca r , U ic j 
r u t t e d  s w i f t ly  t o  th a t  a p p ro a c h e d  by 
C o u n t F re d e r ic k , an d  w ith  m o re  fo rc e  
t h a n  p o liten e s s  pu shed  th a t  g e n t le  
m an  a s id e , s p r a n g  in , au d  m a d e  such  
a rg u m e n t  t o  th e  d r iv e r  o f  th e  c . ir  tha t 
h e  w a s  o f f  a t  s p e e d  w ith in  th e  i . x t  
m o m en t.

“ Q u ick , R o le a u ! ”  c a lle d  K lu y  G ra y  
“ M a k e  h im  d r iv e — th a t m an  is  B a rte l, 
th e  p a r tn e r  o f  C o u n t S a c h io . H e  is 
b o u n d  fo r  th e  t ra in — h e  h as  th e  co in , 
I  a m  su re , a n d  h e  m ea n e  to  ta k a  i t  to 
th e  k in g d o m  o f  G ra h o ffe n . O n ce  
th e r e ,  i t  is. lo s t  t o  us. Q u ick , h e  m ust 
n o t  b e a t  u s  to t b e  t r a in ! ”

S o  r a p id ly  h ad  th e s e  e v e n ts  o c ­
c u r r e d  th a t  s h e  s e & re e ly  h a d  t im e  fo r  
th o u g h t .

“ in  tw o  h ou rs , o r  t h r e e  a t  m o s t—  
i f  th a t  m an  ca tch es  th e  t r a in — th e  
c o in  w i l l  b e  in  C c r t is la w ’a h an ds, and 
o u t  o f  c u r  re a c h  fo r e v e r .  D r iv e ,  Ro- 
le a n — m a k e  h im  d r i v e ! ”

T h e r e fo r e ,  w h a t  C o u n t F r e d e r ic k ,  
l e f t  a lo n e  in  th e  s t r e e t ,  w a s  fo r c e d  to  
s e e  w a s  th e  s p e c ta s ie  c f  th o s e  tw o  
h u r r y in g  v e h ic le s  le a v in g  h im  t o  h is  
o w n  d e v ic e s . l i e  lo o k e d  a b o u t h im  
h u r r ie d ly  f o r  s o m e  m ea n s  o f  lo c o m o ­
t io n  o f  h is  o w n , a n d  h is  g a z o  fe l l  
u p o n  a  h o rs e  s ta n d in g  a t  th e  cu rb . 
In  d e fa u lt  o f  h o t te r  m ea n s , h e  sp ra n g  
t o  th e  s a d d le , an d  h im s e l f  w a s  o f f  in 
su ch  p u rsu it as h o  e a :i !d  c o m va ss .

B a r te l,  th e  G re tz h o ffe n  a g e n t ,  w a s  
in  n o  m o o d  f o  d e la y . H e  u rg e d  h is  
o w n  c a r  h a rd , an d  h a s te n e d  to w a rd  
th e  s ta t io n  o f  th e  l i t t l e  r a i lw a y  w h ich , 
a s  K i t t y  an d  R o le a u  b o th  k n o w . 1 .1 
t o  G ra h o K en  a rou n d  th a  n o r th  . .1 e x ­
t r e m it y  o f  th e  a e u t r a l  s t r ' ; . . .use in  
u n d e r  th e  sh ou ld e rs  i f  t iie  l i t t le  
m o u n ta in s .

T h e r o  f~-'■ ’■ in  th e  s ta t io n  n ow , a t ­
ta ch ed  to  th e  fu m in g  e n g in o . a  m ix ed  
t r a in , p a r t ly  m o d e  o t  c o a c h e s , p a r t ly  
o t iia ts , a p p a re n t ly  r e a d y  t o  d ep a rt. 
B a r t e l  a p p ro a ch ed  th e  g u a rd  r a p id ly .  
W h a t  h e  sa id  n o  o n e  h ea rd , b u t an  
in s ta n t  la t e r  th e  g u a rd  h a d  r e c e iv e d  
f r o m  B a r te l  a  te le g r a m , h a d  tra n s ­
fe r r e d  i t  t o  th e  s ta t io n  a g e n t ,  End 
h im s e l f  w a s  b lo w in g  th e  s ig n a l f o r  
t h e  s ta r t in g  o f  th e  t r a in — p e rh a p s  

s o m e  m in u te s  b e fo r e  t h e  r e g u la r

schedule time. Ah wed. w h a t : 
not ob* do for the*e at t t »  twM llt fi  

The motor which bom Kitty aad 
Itoiaau whirled bits the static* a s  i » -  
stant too late, or ao It seemed. Th *  
race seemed lost, and recovery ot it 
beyond hope.

“Quick, Roleaa, close to t t *  
tracks!'’ commanded Kitty Gray. 
"Drive, drive—they are not oat ot the 
twitch yards ye t”

With Soleaa's revolver m au l*  at 
his back, the driver obeyed hit or­
der*. Neck and neck he raced th* 
Passing train, drew alongsid* jsat 
Close enough for on* desperate leap. 
His passenger* took tt An iastaat 
later he was alone. They two war* 
on the train!

Aa for Count Frederick, be pounded 
along hopelessly distanced lo this 
race- He aaw what had occurred, hot 
oouid do bo mott than accept t t *  
thcts as they war*.

But Connt Frederick himself w m  
no irresolute aonl, asd moreover h «  
knew hit country well enough. B *  
did not: pail up now, bat m d* «C  
through th* town, across tb «  country, 
taking the are of the great semicirti*
: which h* knew the train most make 
where the Un* curved around tha 
northern extremity of the uncultivat­
ed plslns. : \ 

On the train Bartel the king's cote 
in bis own possession, aat W«K 
enough content with the turn o f hia 
fortunes. H * knew that a  few h o tn  
now woold plac* him In safety— and 
knew that mote than safety would 
await his arrival in Grahoffen with 
the coin. Perhaps Cortlslaw woold 
reward blih In measure even beyoM  
that awarded to his superior, Couat 
Sachio, Surely ther* woold be pro­
motion tor him, pay of material tort. .

He had not seen tb* desperate 
means employed by Kitty and Ro­
leau to board ihe same train—did not 
know that even as he aat comfortably 
snfoiiag and complacently looking 
forward to the fatnr*, these two pur­
suers were but a  coach or so In the 
rear, making plans of their own.

"Remain, excellency,” said Roleau 
at length. “Let me go forward alone 
— he may be bard to handle, tor 
surely b *  will not give up what ha 
has except With stiff resistance.”

“I shall go also,” said Kitty stout­
ly. "I must see how It goes on— no 
oee can tell what next may happen 
to the coin— I muvt be there to see it 
ail. Nevertheless, I tbank you to* 
your chivalry, Roleau— you bring tu 
mind tha men of my own country."

A  flush of pleasure came to the 
face of the honest fellow at words o( 
praise whose like be had never heard 
in all his life.

"Come, then,’’ said he, “at least 
there is no chance for him to escap# 
■from us."

“But, excellency,” he added as they 
passed the window in the next car 
forward, "look! What is that?”

She followed hiB gesture, aad 
looked out across the rugged land­
scape in which they now found them­
selves. Ahead, coming at reckless

They Ail Paaaed Out and Left Her to 
Her Own Devices.

sp e e d  d ov .11 th e  fa c e  o f  th e  s te ep  
g ra d e , r o d e  a  m ar; w h o se  g o in g  w as  
fa s t  a n d  fu r io u s . ! e  r o d e  a  h o rse  
sp en t a lm o s t  to  li::> l im it ,  b u t r o d e  so  
r e c k le s s ly  as  s h o w e d  d is r e g a rd  o f  h is  
o w n  l i f e  a n d  th a t  o f  h is  m o u n t aa 
w e ll.

" H e  is  g o in g  ( o  b e  k i l l e d ! ’’ c r i e i  
K i t t y .  " L o o k ,  i t  is  t l :e  f o u n t  F r e d ­
e r ic k — lio w  h as h e  c o m e  h e r e ? ”

R o le a u  s u p p re s s ed  .in e x c la m a t io n . 
“ B y  th e  s h o r t  ro a d  a c ro s s  tho. bt>nd—  
h o w  d id  h e  h a p p en  to  th in k  o f  i t ;  
B u t  h e  is  h e lp le s s ! "

A r.d  so  i t  s e e m e d — th e  r id e r ,  w h o  
d id  n o t  d ra w  r e in ,  but s p u rre d  fu r i ­
o u s ly  or. d o w n  th e  s lo p e — see m e d  r id ­
in g  to  t i s  d ea th .

R u t  o n c e  m o re  c o u ra g e  p ro v e d  it s  
o v .u  b e s t  d e fe n s e . T h e  r id e r  c a m e  
h ea d  on  to v .a rd  th e  t ra in , p a u sed  on. 
th e  c u t  5>'-£t a b o v e  i t— s p a r r e d  f o r ­
w a rd  r e c k le s s ly ,  a n d  p u llin g  h is  s t a g ­
g e r in g  h o rs e  t o g e th e r  le a p e d  b o ld ly  
o u t a n d  fo r w a r d — th o s e  w h o  lo o k e d  
th ro u g h  th o  w in d o w  c o u ld  n o t  t e l l  
w ith  w h a t  re s u lt .

" N o w ”  sa id  R o le a u . “ w e  h a v e  a  
d ea d  m a n  f o r  s u re . D e a d  o r  a l iv e ,  
th e r e  a r e  tw o  m e n  on  th e  t r a in  w i th  
w h o m  w e  m u s t  a c co u n t. T h e r e  w i l l  

b e  w o r k  f o r  u s, e s c e l ls n c y ,  th a t  is  
su re .”

K i t t y  G r e y  tu rn e d  a  p a le  fa c e  
t o w a r d  h im . " H e  t o o k  h is  ch a n ce  
l i k e  ?i c .a n ,”  s a id  sh e . “ 1 h o p e— ob, 
1 h o p e — "

CTO BE CONTINUED.)
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