Mayors Of Cities Under Progres-
sive Plan Tell How It

TAX- RATE llIWER

MORE IHPRI]VEHENTS '

Direct and Official Information Re-
garding the Success of the Commis-
sion Form of Government in Other
Cities Presented te Voters of Char-
lotte — “Has Worked Wonders,”

“Reduced Tax Ra ” “More Pube-
lic Improvements,” Some of the
Terms Used.

For the purpose of securing first
hand, accurate and official informa-
tion regarding the operation of the
commission form of government in
other cities The Chronicle has wired
the mayors of a number of cities un-
der the commission form asking for
a statement regarding the success of
the plan in the respective cities. The
cities were selected from among the
list of 248 commission plan citles, the
idea in their eelection being to get
those under conditions more nearly
coinciding with those of Charlotte and
to secure them from every section of
the country. The replies are given
for what they are worth. The Chron-
icle presents the followfhg today and
will have others during the next few
days: *

Memphis, Tenn.

“Memphis, Tenn, April 7.—Commis-
sion government has worked wonders
for Memphis during three years of
operation. Tax rate reduced 18 cents
in face of unprecedented improve-
ments.” Rate now lowest in city's his-
tory. Citizens would not under any
circumstaneceés ‘return ° to antiguated
bicameral fofm, “We have five com=

misstoness’ indluding MAYor, - IILM‘

ed by the people.

“W. M. POPE, Secretary to Mayor.”

Memphis has a gopuldtion ot 131;-
105.

————
Huntington. W. Va.

“HUNTINGTON, W. Va., April 7.—
This city governed by four commis-
sioners elected at large, not more than
two being from same political party.
Commissioner receiviog largest vote
becomes mayor. Commission govern.
ment has existed here four years.
During first two years a $100,000 float-
ing indebtedmess was entirely wiped
out and city is free of debt save a
reasonable bonded indebtedness. More

paving, more sewerage, more parks
and improvements generally under
four years’ commission government

than under any other ten years of
government by council. If a vote was
taken to return to council plan of gov=
ernment not five per cent of voters
would favor it. e

“FILOYD S. CHAPMAN."”

Huntington -has ‘a population of
31,131,
—
Topeka, Kan.
“Topeka, Kan., April 7.—The city

of Topeka has operated under com-
mission form of government for threg
years. Plan has proved very satis-
factory and people seem well pleased.
Mayor and four commissioners are
elected at large. Taxpayers are get-
ting more for their money in effi-
ciency and prompiness and business-
like manner of conducting city affairs.
No action' on part of people to réturn
to old system. -
“R. L. COFRAN, Mayor.”

Topeka has a population of 43,684
and is one of 35 cities in Kansas hav-
ing the commission plan.

—— ——
Montgomery, Ala.

“MONTGOMERY, Ala., April 8.—
The City of Montgomery has five
commissioners with the president act-
ing a8 mayor. Under commission
form municipal expenses have been
reduced approximately $75,000 per
annum. Commissioners are elected at
large and public opinion seems to
favor it over the old. form. . of goveran-
ment. 'Individual responsibility upon

heads of: diffcrent departments,.the

abolishment of.red tape delay as .to
munieipal. legiglation and quicker ac-
tion in all municipal matters-are the

result of commluion torm of govern-'

ment.
“W. A. GLNTER, .'IR Prealdent
Board of .Commissioners.”
Montgomery has a population of
38,138. >
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WASHINGTON, 'Ap:ﬂ..-——ﬂetlt. Gol
J. F. Reynolds Landis, United States
military attache ‘at Rome, “tipped™
the doorkeeper of the American Em~
bassy in the Eteraal City only to find

that his Government would not stand’

the expense. Each of three guarterly
accounts of the office contained §$1.9%
for these “tips.” Comptreller of the
Treasury Tracewell today held that
gratuities to a doorkgoper were not
suthorizefl by lﬂr ;

x q'_.-’,- . igaes

- And Other Powers Is Yel
“Withheld

GREAT nmﬂfn AND
UPAN RETIGENT

Chinese Repmsentaﬁvc in Wnah.lngton
Gets First Notice of Convention of
Parlinment of New Nation—Im-

_ pressive Scenes Mark Opening of
Senate and House of Representa-
tives—Recognition by United States
Expected at Any Time. E

WASHINGTON, April 8,—Recogni-
tion of the new ‘Chinese Republic by
the United States and other world
powers came to a point today with
the scheduled meeting of the Chinese
constitutiona! assembly. No bfficial
word was forthcoming at the White
House or the State Department this

proposed to do. It'was taken as set-
tled that- neither Great Britain nor
Japan would recognize Yuan Shi Ka''s
Government at this time and there
was some doubt if other  powers
would.

The new Republic was successfully
launched today according to a cable-
gram received from Peking’ at the
Chinese legation here my Minister
Chang Yin Tang:

Within a few minutes after the re-
ceipt of the news the great five barred
flag of China with its red, yellow, blue,
white and black: stripes was hoisted to
the staff over the legation building.

—_—
First Pariliament Convenes.

PEKIN, April 8.—The first Parlia-
ment of the world’s youngest Repub-
lic was inaugurated today amid gen-
eral rejoicing throughout the country.

The scene of.the gathering of the
joilnt inmaugural ‘sedsion of the mem-
Pers” of-the Seniate and the House of
Repruenﬁuves was _ a. xemuh}g_lc-

Five hunerd nepresantatives p‘ut ‘of
a total of 596 and -177 Senators out
of" 274, all ¢éf them -earnest . looking
men .of mature years and. nearly all
dressed in Eurdpedan Tfashign, with
frock coats, silently awaited the ap-
pointed hour .of opening.

As the clock struck 11, several
bands played the National anthem
while the asse lage rose t oits feet.

The senior mber of the House
of Representatives then made a few
congratulatory remarks to the notable
gathering and formally declared both
houses open.

Enthusiastic Scenes.

Scenes of enthusiastic jubllation
followed before an-adjournment -was
taken until April 15.

The proceedings, brief and simple,
were watched by a large number of
foreigners.

Outside vast crowds thronged the
precincets of the Parliament buildings
and cheered as a salute of 101 guns
boomed from the city wall. The oc-
casion was observed as a general holi-
day.

The American charge d'affaires has
intimated to the Chinese Government
that recognition of the Republic by
the United States wi!l be made when
the parliamentary officers have been
appointed and a quorum declared.

WILSON ENTANGLED
WITH GITY OFFIGERS

Wellkrown Young Man Of Char-
lotte Puis Puzzling Proposifion
To The Clty Court

PR J—

L. 0. Wilson, convi_cted of ! retail-
ing in ‘the Recorder’s court in De-
cember in twd counts owes the city
of Charlotte $500 .in the. form of a
note which he gave December 2 and
he has refused to pay it. This after-
noon at 4 o’clock Recorder Hamilton
Joneg is hearing the .authorities as
interpreted by Colonel W. R. Henry,
attorney for Wilson, tending to show
thaf Wilson’s arrest last .night and
his conseguence imprisonment on a
capias -was false and illegal. The at-
torney is, demanding a ruling from
the court before his client will at-
tend fo the matter of paying the
note. that is now due.

It is understood that Wilson ex-
cers for arresting him.and the point
Colonel Henry is. desirous of having
the e¢ity, recorder rtle‘on has an im-
portant _bearing on the  probable
civil, litigation. It is the contention
of Colonel Henry that when a note
is given for ‘afine, the latter being

regdrded 'in -law ‘ds 4 form of puﬁ-_].

-ishment, and when thé note 'ig ac<
cepted, it becomies:a civil action and’
under the constltution of the State
no individual can’ be arrested and
imprisoned for a debt. Colonel Hén-|

ry claims that the city's acdeptanbe_

of the note as standing for the fine
means that Wilson is merely indebt-
ed to the city as though he had bor-

rowed such an amount and that the,

city has - mno right to arrest and im-
pri him for the non-payment of
the debt. The case undoubtedly has

some interesting angles of law and

in its potentialities, it abounds in
‘_J Mu Mum ot mm

Imunm By Ilnlted States |

morning as to what the United States- ”

pectg to enter suit against the offi-

-l-. '_.} e

rmment. While Packed Galiaries Look 00,

Appeal Te- I:ongrass For

llafes ﬂls I'ers‘unni
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WASHINGTON, April 8.—-—Pl‘esldent
Wilson stood on the Speaker’s rostrum-
in the hall of the House today and
personally read his first message to,
Congress, the first . President since
John Adamse to exerclse that privi-
lege.

The renewal of a custom abandon-
ed a century ago and now surround-
ed by such wide differences of opinion
among members of Congress, attract-
ed to the Capitol a large assemblage.

Galleries were packed with National
figures, Mrs. Wilson and her three
daughters and the women of the Cab-
inet circle prominent: anfong them.
The diplomatic -gailery probably cen-:
tained a representative of every Na-
tion with an envoy - in- the foreign
corps here. .

The Unusual : Scene.

As the President ‘read on, every eye
was riveted, toward the - Speaker’s
stang with its new occupant. Never
in the life of any man present-had a'
President occupied' that historic piace
in such a capacity '

Here was the head of the Nation
come to assert that he.was a. person,
“a human being;” come. to deal with’
hig fellow men in coatrol. of the Na-
tion's destiny as.a.man of force, not
a mere Department of -the. Govern-
ment. It was all so unusual that to
many it seemed almost unreal, but|
the President, smiling as he époke and
talking to the . great assemblage, .as
man to man, soon developed in the
gathering a fellow feeling

Throughout the message the Presi-
dent read in a clear voice which car-
ried his words to every corner of the
big hall. Members of the House and
Senate sat throughout in close atten-
tion following every word closely. A
murmur of conversation that swept
the gallery when the President began
was soon hushed as the tall, imposing
figure at the clerk’s desk read on in
his commanding but conversational
style. As he closed his introductory
remarks, ®xplaining his presence be-
fore them, Senators and Representa-
tives joined in the applause.

. Wave of Applause. )

The Presidemnt connluded the read-—
ing at 1:08 amid a ane vof .applause
and immediately left the chamber.

When the  President concluded he
sgid: “I thank you sincerely.” -

As the House and Senate members
arose and applauded the President
xta_pgaﬂ quietly down from the clers’s
deﬁw ‘escorted by his reeeptinn
torimittee,’ I6Tt the ball- ' ' ©

The Vice«-P:eaidem, left the. Spe&k-'
el:{s) ata.né headed the’ procession
of Senators it left’ the ~chamber
The "visit: of the Premdent to Congress
had- lasted ‘ten mlnutqs and become
history. ¥

The President Itarr!ed_ a few min--
utes in the Speaker’'s room after leav-
ing the chamber and talked with Rep-
resentatives Underwood, Palmer- and.

Hu_n. and Senators Kern, Bacon and-

Gallinger. ' He then left the Capitol
for the White House.

President Wilson slipped away from
the White House quickly after today's
Cabinet meeting, accompanied only by
his" sgeretary and one secret service
man and upon arriving at the Capitol
was escorted to the rostrum in the
House ‘w\here Speaker Clark sat at
one side and Vice President Marshall
ét the other. The President, speak-
ing with his usual clarity of tone and
notable diction, read his message
while the company actually packed
into the chamber gave the closest
attentmn

‘The President Speaks

,President Whaon began his me'.-xsage
as follows:

“I am very glad indeed to.ha\'e'this
opportunity = to  address the two
houses directly and to verify for my-
gelf . the .impression that the Presi-
dent of the United States is a persorn,
not a mere Department of the Gov-
ernment, hailing Congress from some
:solated island of jealous power, sénd-
ing. megssages, not speakmg naturally.
and with, his own volce, that he ig a
human being trying to co-operate
with other human heings in & com-
men -service. After this pleasant ex-
perience I shall feel quite normal in
all our dealings with one another.”

I have called the Congress together
in. extraordinary session because a
duty was laid.upon the party now in
power at the recent elections which
it' ought. tor perform -promptly, in or-
der that the burden carried by the
people under. existing law = may "‘be
lightened as socon as possible and in
order, -also, that the business interests
of the country may not be kept too
long'in suspense as fo what -the fiscal
changes are to be to which they will
be required to adjust themselves. It
is clear to the whole country that the
tariff duties must be altered. They
must be changed to meet the radical
alternation in the .conditions of our
economic life which the _country has
witnessed within fhe last generation.
While the whole face and method of

our imdustrial and commercial lige’
were being changed beyond recogni- |

tion the tariff schedules. have remain-
ed what they were before the change
began, or have moved in the direc_
tion they were given wHen no large
circumstance of our industrial devel-
opment was what it is today: - Our
task is to square them with the actual

fa.‘cts.

from ‘the chfé and ' the “soomer our
fmen of business will be free to’ thrive
by the law of _nature (the nature of
free business) ‘instead  of by the Iaw

of ! Iegialation and artificial” arrange--

men." :
Past Experience. T
Weihave seen tariff legislation wan-
der very far gfield in our day—very
far indeed ﬁ'otn' “the - ﬂatd' in “ which

our; prospetity: MUKRL have Nad & o -

.;,.- iy

economical,

The sooner. that 'is done- the
| sooner we shall escape, trom sutfermg.

-

mal -growth.and, ntmudgqon. No one
who looks the facts squarely in the
face or knows anything that lies be-
neath the surface of action can fail to
perceive the prineciples upon which
recent tariff legislation has been
based. We long age passed beyond
the modest notion of “protecting"‘ the
industries of the country and moved
boldly forward to the i@ea that they
were entitled to.the direct patronage
of the Government. FoOr a long time
—a time so long that men now active
in public policy hardly remember the
conditions that preceded it—we have
sought in our tariff schedules to give
each group:. of manufacturers or pro-
ducers what they themselves thought
that they needed in order ‘to maintain
a practically exclusive market as
against the rest of the world. _Con-
sciously or unconsciously, we have
built up a eet of privilegés and ex-
émptions from compeifitlon behind
which it was easy. by any, “‘even the
crudest, forms of comhination to or_
ganize monopoly; until'at last nothing
is normal, mothing is obliged to stand

the tests of efficiency and economy, in’
our.world of ‘big business, but every-1

thing thrives by concerted arrange-
ment. Only new principles of action
will save us froma final hard crystal-
lization of monopoly and a complete
loss of the influences. that quicken en-
terprise’ and keep independent energy
alive.

. It is plain W'hat .those principles
must ‘-be. - We must abolish everything
that bears even the eemblance of
privilege “or of any kind of; artificial
advantage, and put our business men
and pdoducers under the stimulation
of a constant necessity to,be efficient,
and enterprising, masters
of competitive - supremacy, better
workers and merchants than gny in
the world. Aside from the duties laid
upon -articleswhich we do not, and
probably can not, produce, therefore,
and the duties laid upon luxuries and
merely. for the.sake of the revenues
they yield, the obpjeét ‘of the tariff
duties henceforth Iaid must be effec-
tive .competition,  the whetting of
American wits by contest with the
wits of the rest of the world.

Make Haste Slowly.

It would be unwise to mbove to_
ward this . end headliong, with reckless
haste, or with stroZes that cut at the
very roots of what has . grown up
amongst us by long process and at

our own invitation. = It does not alter

la‘ thing to upset it and break it and

deprive it of a chance to change. It
destroys it. - We must ‘make changes
in-our fiscal laws, in our fiscal system,
whose object is development, a more
free g.nd wholesome development, not
revolition or upset %r ‘confusion. We
must’ build up ‘trade, -'éspecidlly for-
eign' trade.

We must build
up’ industry as well, and must.adopt
f.raedqm in the plabe ot artifieial stim-
u!ation -only so !a.r asit will build, not
pull down.  Im dealing ‘with the tar-
iff the method by -which this may be
done will be a n;atte_r of judgment,
exercised item by item. Teo sorie not

We need the outlet. and-
the enlarged fleld of energy more thah .
1we ever . dld before. .

(Continued -on. Page I'wo.),
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Ratification Of The Ssmteenth Amendment - To The
Gmllllﬂoa By Connecticut Legisiature Today Makes
~ The Measure Part Ill The !:nmry $ hw

ENDS FIGHT BEGUN. NEAR[Y A GENTURY.

cess by Action of General
State Taken Today.

WASHINGTON, April 8.—Direct
election of United States Senators be-
came one of the provisions of the Con-
stitution today by Connecticut’s ratifi-
cation of the amendment to that ef-
fect. . Thirty-six States, the requisite
three-fourths of all in the Union, now
have approved the change. It remains
only for the Governor's of all States
which have acted favorably to for-
mally notify Secretarv Bryan and for
him to issue a proclamation announc-
'igg the change.

The amendment to the constftution
iz the second within the last few
months. ’

’ e
HARTFORD, Conn., April- 8.—The
proposed amendment to the Federal
Constitution providing for popular
election of United States Senators wags
ratified by the General Assembly to-
day. It was approved in the House
150 to 77 and passed the Senate unan-
imously. !

The Amendment.

The new amendment to the Constl-
tution, for the popular election of
United States Senators, is the seven-
teenth to Be adopted. It reads:

“The Senate ‘of the United States
shall’ be composed of two Senatord
from efach sta,te elected by the Deo-
ple thereof,’ ror six years; and each
Senator shall have olve vote. The €lé
tors in each StiteBhall have the wﬂt-
fications. reqiisite for electors of fHe
most numerous -branch of the State
«l’-amlatm:es :

“When nca.ncies happen in the rep-
resentation of any .State in the Sen-
ate, the executive authority of such
State shall issue writs of election to
fill such vacancies, provided that the
Legislature of any State may empower

Long Campaign Renewed bv Andrew' J ohnson Whe:i
Member of the Senate Finds. Its Culmination-in Su

the Executive thereof to make tem-
porary appointments until the people
fill the vacancies by election as the
fégislature may direct.”

The amendment primarily transfers
the power of electing Senators from
the State Legislatures to the people at
the polls. To effect this change it
was necessary to alter the machinery
for the filling of vacancies in the Sen-
ate.

For more than 60 years proposals
have been made to change the Consti-
tution so as to provide for the direct
election of Senators. It was not, how.
ever, until June 24, 1911, that the
Senate was induced for the- firet time’
in its history to give its consent to
the change. On that day it voted to
submit to the States the proposed
amendment. The resolution to submit
had already passed the House in a
somewhat different form. Before ad-
journment of the session, both houses
agreed to the language to be employed
and the resolution was deposited with
the Secretary .of State May 16, 1912,
for distribution among the States

“Theory of Choice

The -original theory in establishing
the choice of Senators was that they.
represented the States, w‘herea.s the
members of the "House repreaented
the people of their districte’ It was
because this theory of the State as a
unit that all States, large and small,
were given equal representation in the
Senate, Rhbode Island having the same
number as New York or Pennsylva-
nia In the theory of the Constitution
framers this entity of the State was
thus mdde more distinct under the
Federal system and the State Legis-
lature was regarded as the suitable
medium for expressing the State en-
tity. Later it was contendéd that State
entity would still be preserved if the
people of the entire State, instead of
the Legislature, chose. the Senators,
and this view has now bee naccepted
as the basis of the new system.

- In*1826 the first action was taken in
Congress looking to a change. In
that - year Representative Storrs’ of"
New York introduced™ a resolution
making’ Senators-elective by the peo-
ple. Another resolution ‘of similar fm-
‘port was introduced by Repndenta.t.ve
Wright of Ohio in 1829._ In 1!50 Sen-
ator Clemens. of A ﬂucud
the first senatorial’ direér n TeSs-
olution in thé Senate. ,,,Kothnlg rasuit—-
ed from" these movements. ot

: ‘A Long Fight. o2

It was Andrew Johnson who re-

irect election of Benators. As a mem-
ber of. the Hm.oe ot Representatives,.
he introduced two ruolutlom for the.
change, and rln 1860 ranevod the agi-
tation as a: per of the Senate.

Inlsu.umhagﬁtamp

,qu message 10 qonm uvp_m

[resolution in the special session o

|senatorial elections in the Sta

éived congressiona] agitation for- the |} |

Assembly of New Englang

the measure, and then repeated Wi
recommendations in his annual mes
sage. ~oH

The subject was revived in
1876, 1886 and 1888, but without
cess. In 18983 the House agréed to th
proposition, as it did in the succeeding
Congress, and still agai ni n1898, t 0
and 1902. The proposed cha.n'e
none of these occasions won a fave
able report from -<committees in
Senate,

With the House thys ara}'ed
after year in favor of the chs
the Senate became the batt]egrou
Senator Bristow of Kansas took the
lead in advocacy of amending
Constitution along .this line.  In Dé:
cember, 1909, he introduced his 8
resolution. A year later he obtained
a report from the committee, but &
feature had been tacked onto his
proposal which brought on a f
in the Sehate, threatened .to kill th
entire proposition.  This inferpose
feature was to amend other provh
sions of the Constitution so as to ¢ o
prive - the Federal Gov-rnment
power to supervise the State
tions as to the time and ma.nn"ar'_..
election.’ The votes of SBouthern § na
tofs” threatened to defeat the mak
.propoaition if the Federn.l @ '
ment wxs :Ivon ﬂﬂl DWer.

‘mmﬂ aﬁb sthé

Bouthm ‘Btates in 4@:«“*
of“the right of suffrage. Senator _
con repled t the Federal G
'ment was belhg- given the
once more to enact “force bllll"
send armies and marshals into 8
ern States to intimidate wvotera. T
February 28, just before the end @
the session, the resolution was defest
ed by four votes. .

Resolution Comes As&ln.
Senatot Bristow reintroduced

S
1]

.mediately following. The fight of tl
preceding session was refought, |
this time the friends of the rese =‘
won by a vote of 64 to 24, or )
more than the required two-thirds
The House had passed a ruol :
which made it clear the Federal G
ernment was not to interfere .

s

nally the House conferees rec
the House agreed to th Senate
uer by a vote of 237 to 39..

\Previous to this time, the
States had taken the bit in their teel
by enacting laws which in effect d
not wait for a constitutional ames
ment on the subject. Probabiy
most successful of thm wag a
in Oregon. It virtually dire '_
members of the Legisigture to
the person who received, the m
vote at t regular election;, wh
placing of the name of a'candl
United States Benator upon
ets was authorized

'I'he control of Leginlltlmu, .
corporations was assigned W
Bristow as one of the main
for the demanded change, ‘“With'
development during recent .
the great corporate inure.t.
country,” sald he, “and the i
importance of legisfation
their affairs, they bave t
sought to control the election
tors friendly to their interests,
power of these gregt finaneial ;
dustrial institutions can be Ve
fectively used in the erectim
ators by Legislators, sml ‘
many times during recent
that power in a most rep
and ecandalous manner.
spent enormous amounts of
corrupting: Legislatures to elec




