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Automatically Fair 
Tax Assessments in 

Cleveland,  Ohio
M n\i/\ n il:  77J1/^iJr'‘district appraisals ahould be abolishedt.xpinence oj 0 ,uo Lity 

ih: Operation o f  The ScnKr’s '" "J*' i-ropeny within it it ai«o
 ̂ •' itrqiilred That every  in d iv id u a l should

â  stem—Home Owners Save 

S2,50G,0 0 0 in Taxes,

Û >it Sifstem oj Valucticn

Kicks Property Assessed at \ 

Fidl Value, \
Bv F R iO E R IC  C. HOVVe.}

b ' served with a notice not only of 
his ov,n appraisal but of that o f  hla 
II' k'libors.

'I'he constitution of Ohio provides  
liiiil all property shall he a sse ssed  at 
ius Mill value in mont^y. Xo county had 
au em p ied  to do that. The board de-

Gkes Excellent Results
' land and buildings at their market

Favoritism Shown And Fe^^^^f!lue though this meant that CuyaUoga
.'OiMity would pay more than Its share  
or the direct state  tax as the  other  
counties do not a8»as3 at full value.

'I'he bourd had three alternatives,  
(iiie was to enjploy and eend out in the 
community district men more or lesn 

jiainiliar with land value and then to 
. s.K»rs I ri vise their returns. Another was to  
ii;- .»i I employ exports from am ong (he real 

I ••'^tate men of the city and pay them  
: i!!'-ire sfiiaries lor making valuations. 

;,; : vo / W 'o c(su( Indod that the te&timony of 
\ a i  eti aM’ cx;ierts is abo’it as unre- 

, i ;b'e .is i Ti.\ I ho” testim ony as there  
are bulis am! bears anionK them.

So The I'oavci <'mploycd Mr. Somers.
V ;u) tiad been c'innected with the N ew  
Yi'ilv ocar<l *.if tom m iss ion ers  of taxes,  
A cliief engineer and an architect were  
sf :ured as aesla iants  to Mr. Somers.  
I 'o friit step Taken was to  map out

,1 !ii V, w'h i'lo<'k l'i-e« in the central part 
; • ] ■ 'lb-. ot ’̂ he buini'ie-s (iistrii i. We sent out 
Mjtwe^u a notiro to all of the iiroperty owners  

of that district to com e before the  
I'z-̂ ard. T!i-' first i)oint taken up Avas.
V lifre the moK valuable spot in 

' 'ha citv of Cleveland? 'i^bis w as eas i ly
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'i .' led an;’ ir obab iy  v'ould be in nny 
n;i- Cl nimiinity. A number of census  takv'.’s 
svo •^-rre put on various corners to take  
i ’- , c c \ u t  of the men and wom en who

.: ly r«i 1 .<■ iK ,;-rssed b..' dnrir.g certain hours of the  
r  1 ir.’.ely I dnv as a meti’Od of confirming the
.1. (  jp_ f  icb. ' C’'U'non opinit'a.
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s  t f  there and from the tes t im ony of real esta te  

rr.ĉ n tbe board Mnally, against the pro- 
:€ot of :lic owners, fixed the point o?, 
■' livingsr -alv.es in Cb?veland for land 

zi'Dn-. the i;i:provcmeiit.=5 at ?r>,-500 
']) \ ilii-.- a front fooi, 100 tee l  deep. Wo 

'V uld have had a catcli-as-cateh-can  
= ' vi:v.-*r- v;.Uiativ.'n had v.’e not adopted a unit 

svRt'-m. T he  unit v*e chose  w as a par
e d  1 foot v id e  aad 100 deep.

The work tiien b ecam e eas ier  for  
tlio man N^hoss property had been vf-.I- 
ufd  at all it wotild bear w as uncon-  

t. o 8;iiu;ai s .u -  t-<“!ous!y dtsii'ous that all other proper- 
'■:'orf \'or.:d t . ‘ ty should be valued on the  sam e ba- 

s l ‘-. Men who had been doubtful of  
the honesty  of the board b ecam e con- 

liix d u >  Ai'iced w'hen they saw the  most vaJ-
!v)0 !. U r.Bble piece a sse ssed  at its h ighest  pos

sible value. The value of a tract 100 
like fecr deep and 1 foot front on the oth

er three sides- of the  block contain ing
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valuations are m atters  o f  relations. If 
a property is  worth $1,000 here  it is 
worth a certain  percentage of that  
obtained by th e  comm unity , not  our
se lves .  T hey  w ere  fixed by the  conflict  
elsew'here. T hese  re lative  va lues  were  
obtained by the comm unity , not our
se lves .  T hey  Were fixed by th e  conflict  
of testim ony.

Pi'om the central bu s in ess  area, the  
work radiated out into other d istricts  
wMth com parat ive  ease. The newspa-  
perjj published the n ew s  and our maps.  
Im provement assoc ia t ion s  and sm all  
groi’ps of men took m ap s  and put heir  
figures of ten ta t ive  va lues  as units  
uopn them. They tended to  underval
ue but these  returns fixed the rela- 
tiO)i of value to each other.

The unit sy s tem  practically  preventrr 
fraud or favoritism  in m aking values .  
The board determ ined unit valuea  
v/iihout any kn ow led ge  of lot lines,  
which were not printed on the maps  
used. An attem pt to favor on e  by fav
oring a w hole  district would throw the  
v.hole sy s tem  out and could not be  
done with so many w atching.

The appraising of individual lots  wa.=; 
done by c lerks  secured from the Cass j 
School of Applied Science, W estern  | 
R eserve Univrsity . and e lsew here ,  who  
applied to the lots  the unit in the  
cen ier  oi th block. For lots of irrg-

ular ehape it  w a s  n ecessary  to  apply 
certain fixed rules and formulas. A  
ratio w'aa also  adopted for lots  le s s  
than or over 100 feet. For corner lots  
a ratio based  upon the  re lat ive  unit  
values for the  front and side stree ts  
w’as  eveo lved  and not a fixed increase  
of 25 or 30 per cent, which is the  cusr 
tom ary rule.

T he  board had an arch itect  prepare  
schedules  of costs  of fram e buildings,  
of brick buildings, and of brick and 
frame buildings so that w e  had unit  
values  of buildings also. Then the  
board m ade out b lanks with a l is t  of 
questions w hich  a man of very litt le  
skill  can answer. T h ese  w ere  made  
out for each  property and acording  
to the  type of building the  superficial  
lloor area w'as multip l ied  by a sum  
ranging from $1 to S40. From this  
figure sum s for depreciation w^ere de
ducted. based  on age, condit ion of re 
pair and character  of the neighbor
hood.

The result  of th is  scientif ic  apprais
al of property has been  that v/hereas  
in other Ohio c i t ie s  the percen tage  of  
com plain ts  ranges  from 3 to a s  much  
as 21 per cent, in C leveland the num
ber w as only 4 j)er cen t  although  
Cleveland w as  the only city to asses.-c- 
property at Its full market va lue  as  
required by the sta te  constitution.

♦  ♦
♦  C O C H R A N , NEWS-

Litt le  Miss Nora Ferguson, of 
M atthews, gave a mo'st delightful  
pound party Saturday afternoon at  
her pretty  h om e from 2 till 5 
o'clock in honor of her  cousin, Mi?s 
E ss ie  Robinson, of Salisbury. T hose  
present were:

M isses  E ss ie  Robinson, D ixie  
Beard, Verla and Annie Sustar, Etta  
Cochran, Rachol ?,io;':er and Clara 
W ilson: Master . lohnnie Philli.ps,
Ralph Moser, E rnest  S im pson, Thad  
Diggers. Reid N ew el l ,  Johnnie  and  
'Walter Wilson. Music was furnislicd  
at  the  piano by Aliss Opha Barrier,  
and the  litt le  on es  departing declar
ing they had spent a very ]) leasant  
after-.oon.

Mis s I'jssic Robinson, of Salisbury,  
and Miss W ilm a Estridge, of Con
cord, a r e  v i s i t in g  th e ir  aun t ,  Mrs.  
L. A. Ferguson, of  Morning Star  
township.

• r i :t i>iovi(li»-fe loi- vh'o most valuable land, v'as then fix-
o'̂  re';l ed

• : » r) ’’ndf'r the  Soraera sy s tem  all  the

ESCAPED W IT H  HIS L IFE

‘ T^venty-one years ago I faced  an  
awful death,” w rites  H. B. Martin.  
Port Harrelson, S. C. “Doctors said  
I I'.ad consumption and the  dreadful  
cough I had looked like it, sure  
enough. I tried everyth ing  I could  
hear of, for m y cough, and w as  under  
the  treatm ent of the  best doctor in 
Georgetown, S. C. for a year, but could  
get no relief. A friend advised m e to 
try Dr. K ing’s New D'fscovery. I did 
so, and w as  com plete ly  ccured. I feel  
that I ow e m y li fe  to  th is  great throat  
and lung cure.” Its positive ly  guaran
teed for coughs, colds, and all bron
chial affections. 50c and $1.00. Trial 
bottle free at W. Ii. Hand &  Co.’s.

Southbound Bonds Sold.

Pittsburg, Pa., Jan. Cl.— N eg ot ia 
tions w’ei’e  concluded for the purchase  
by the  I 'nion TrTist Co. of l-*itlsburg 
of $5,000<»,000 first m ortgage 4 per 
cen t 50-year gold bonds of  the  W insto n  
Salem  Southbound Raihvay Company  
of North Carolina yesterday. The  
bonds are  dated July J, If '10, and are  
payable July  1, I960, the  interest  per
iods being  Jan. 1 and JTiIy 1.

T he  ■ \ \ in s ton -3a lem  R ailw ay is  
jo intly  ow'iie.a by the Norfolk & W e s t 
ern R ailw ay Co. and the Atlantic  
Coast L ine Railroad Company and 
runs SO m iles  from a connection  on  
the north with the Norfolk & W estern  
at W inston-Salem . X. C., to a conn ec 
tion on ihe south w ith  the Atlantic  
Coast Line Railroad at W ad es  boro. N. 
C. T he  entire is sue  of $5,000,000 
bonds is  sold to com plete  any pay for 
the construction and equipm ent of the  
line, the  Union Trust Co. tak ing  the  
entire issue.

SAVED 
FROM AN 
OPERATION

By Lydia E. Pinkham’s 
Vegetable Compound

Peoria, 111.- *‘I wish to let every one 
kno’ • what Lydia E. Pinkham’s reme- I 

dies have done for 
me. For two years 
I  Buffered. The doc- i 
tors said I had tu- i 
mors, and the only 
remedy was the sur
geon’s knife. My 
mother bought me | 
Lydi^i E. Piiikham’s i 

V e g e t a b l e  Com-i 
potm- ,̂ and today I  
am r. healthy wo-j 
man. For months ■ 
I su’Tered from in- 

flammaticn,and yourSanati-, e Wash re
lieved :jae. Y  uv i  v r Pills have no 
equal c. cathartic. Any one wishing 
pro ’ of what your medicines have 
done for ca- g e t : from any drug
gist o:o by writing to me. You can use 
my te,.>timonia!'. in any way you wish, 
and ' v/ilibe glad to answer letters.”— 
Mrs. CniiisTiN.*. R eed, 105 Mound St.. 
Peoria, 111.

Another Operation Avoided.
Xew Orleans, La.—“For years I su f-! 

fered from severe female troubles. I  
Finally I was contined to my bed and i 
tho doctor said an operation was neces
sary. I gave Lydia E. Pinkham’s Veg- 
rtable Compound a trial first, and' 
was saved f r o m  an operation,”—Mrs.!  
L i l y  P f . y k o u x ,  1111 Kerlerec St., N e w ' 
Orleans, La.

The great volume of unsolicited tes
timony constantly pouring in proves 
conclusively that Lydia E. Pinkham's 
Vegetable Compound is a remarkable 
rem edy  for th o se  d is tre ss in g  fe m in in e  
ills from which so many women suffer.

Tickets to Edison! 
or Amuse-U Free

Do you want two Tickets to the Edison 
or Amuse-U given you FREE !

a
a

Enter your name on lines below and 
this out and send to NEWS office. 
name will be entered on the list ainj 
appear amongst the Want Ads.

Watch for your name.

“First come, first served”

N a m e.......................................................

Address...................

CU:
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Wire Chief Killed.

By A ssoc iated  Press.
N ew  York, Jan. 31.— Holland Kich- 

lein, a wire ch ie f  em ployed bv the  
Edison Electr ic  Light Company, of  
Rrooklynfi v.as sent  out before day
break this morning to locate a leak 
age  of e lec tr ic i ty  at Red Hook, a 
suburban district; H e had been gone  
about an hour w hen  som e one te le 
phoned that all the  lights  in Red  
Hook had suddenly  gone out. Two  
more m en  sen t  to s eek  out the new  
trouble fotind Kicli lein's (body ly ing  
rigid across  th e  w ires  forty feot 
above th es  treet. He apparently had 
fallen from his percli on a pole and 
his body, caught in a tang le  of  
wires arid cables,  had short circuited  
all the  current in the l itt le  town. He  
had been instantly  killed.

PILEL c l  r e t *  tM 6 T'J 14 DAYS
Tour drugf^ist will  refund m oney i i  
PAZO OINTMENT fa ils  to cure any 
case ui. Itching. Blind, B leed ing  or Pro  
trading P ile s  in 6 to 14 days. 50c.

Do you w ant a good first-clasa Clothes Hamper? I f  so call nr. , e

our stock. H ave  also a nice assortm ent of Fancy irami'.rs  

fan ts ’ baskets .

W e have  also just received  a lot Clothes Dryers—so convcn r,t

to stand iu your room, back porch, or back yard.

H ave also  just received a large lot of Cash Bo: :̂es of aT 

the very thing to keep your papers, letters, eic., in, w hc .t  > -  

carry the key.

An e legant line of  Cake Boxes, I'lour Bins, Food Choi'perj ai.l 

other Pantry and K itchen N ecess i t ie s  and utilities .

ar
INCORPORATED

29 East Trade Street

I f

A Unexcelled For The Grate. We Carry All Grades 

And Sizes Suitable For Any Purpose.

4 ood
Dfy And Sound, jS^wed to Any Desired Length


