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me think that something vital hung on
the recovery of the contents of thar
Russia leather bag. We iound a lantern
somewhere in the hack of the house,
and tegether we went over ihe
grounds. it did not take long. and we
tound nothing.

As 1 lock b'\ck on that night, the
key to w h'1 ad passed and to much
that wa f‘ominz was so simble, so
dm‘('t——.u‘d yet we missed it entirely.
Ner, when bigger things developed,
and  Hunters trained senses were
broughr into play. did he do much bet.
ter. It was some time before we learn-
ed the true inwardness of the events
ot that night.

At five ¢'clock in the morning War.
arop came back exhausted and nerve-
less. No one had taken the four-thirty;
the contents of the bag were gone,
rrebably bevond reeall. I put my dent
ed candlestick back o the mantel. and
prevared for a little sleep, blessing the
deatness of old age which had enabled
the Mailland ladies to sleep ihroug!
it ail. 1 tried to forget the queer
2vents of the nizht, but the ihrobhing
of my head kept me awake and |
through it all eone question obtruded
itseti—who had uniccked the front
door and left it open?

CHAPTER V.
Little Miss Jane,

I was almost unrecognizable when
I locked at myselt in the mirrer the
next morning, preparatory to dressing
for breakfast. My nose boasted a new
arch, like the boek of an angry cat,
making my profilie Roman and fero-
cious, and the lump on my torehead
from the chair was swollen, glassy
and pm'nlv. [ turned my back to the
mirror and dressed in wrathful irrita-

tion and my vesterday's linei.
."~I|.-s Fleming was in the breakfast
room when | got down, standing at a
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for eoior, she mmaintains that sue did|
not have ln" back to me, tor she dis-|
tinetiy my newly-raised bridze as |
I came down the stairs. So | :mlvl‘.'lg
this. 2lisg Fleming in a Dblue rock;
facing the door when I went into!
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1 e came ifcrward aud helq|
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you kaow, [ feel so much Dbelter siine
vou have taken held of things. \wut’
leiitia rhinks vou are wonderinl”
i thought ruefully oi the tailure ()Lg
myv first attempi to play (he sieati,!

in

and 1 digciaimed any izght to Miss le-
tivia’s high opinicn of me, From my
doggzing the watchman o the police |t
station, to Delia and her note, was|
mental step. l
any one comes GOwWn, :\Iiss,
Fleming, i said, "1 waut to  ask a|
auestion or two.  What was the name
of the maid who helped you senich the
house that night?”

“Annie.”

“What other maids did you say there
were?"”

“peiia and Rose.”

“Do vou know anyihing about them?
Whers they came from, ot where they
wernit?"”

Shie smiled a little,

“\What does one know about mew
sorvanis?’ sine responded. “They bring
you raferences, but references ate the
prm most wemen pay to get rid of
their servants without a fuss, Rose
was fat and old. but Delia was pretty.
i thought she rather liked Carter.”

Carter as well as Shields, the police-
man. [ put Miss Delia down as a
dirt.

“And you have no idea where Carter
went?”

“None.

\\a!dl‘Ol) came in then, and we
apoke of other things. The two elderly
ladies it seemecd had tea and toast
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“Defore

in their rooms when they wa akened,
and the three of us breakfasted to-
gether. But conversation languished

with Waldrop's appearance; he looked
)ldJ-.Lal(l and worn, avoided Miss Flem-
ing's eves, and after ordering eggs in-
stead of his chop, looked at his watch
and left without touching anyvthing.

"l want to get the nine-thirty, Mar-

’ he said, coming back with his hat
m hiq hand. “I may not be out to din-
ner. Tell Miss Letitia, will you?” He
turned to go, but on sec ond thought
came back to me and held out his
hand.

1 may not sec You again,”
gﬂ‘I‘L\’ot if I see you first,” I interrupt-
ed. He glanced at my mutllated fea-
tmnq and smiled. ,

“I have made you a Maitland,” he
said. 1 didn't think that anvthing but
a prodigal A\amre could duplicate Miss
l.etitia’s nose! I'm honestly sgorry,
Mr. Kknox, and if you do not want
Misg Jane at that bump with a cold
knite and some butter, you'd better
duck befm‘e she comes down, Good-
by, Margie.

he be-

P you

fconple forward and back

1 think the girl was as much bafl-
fled as 1 was by thc change in his

manner when he spoke to her. His
suiile faded ard he hardly met her
eyes; I thought that his aloofness puz-
zled rather than hurt her. When the
bouse door had closed behind him,
she dropped her chin in her hand and
looked across the table,

“You did not ‘ell me the truth last
night, Mr. Knox,” she said, “I have
lever seen Harry leok iike that. Some-
thing has happened to him.”

“'ie was robbhed of his traveling
bag,” I explained, on Fred's theery that
hali a truth js better than a poor lie.
“I's a humiliating experience, 1 be-
lieve. A man will throw away thous-
ands, or gamble “hem away, with more
equavimity than he'll sea some one
making off with his clean cellars.”

“His (raveling bag!” she repeated
scorniwily. “ir, Knox, something has
happened to my father, and vou and
Harry are hiding it from me.”

“On my honor. it is ncthing of the
sort,” 1 hastened to assure her. I
saw him only for a few minutes, just
long enough for him to wreck my ap-
pearance.”

“He did not speak of father?”

“No.”

She got up and crossing to the wood-
en raanfel, put her arms upon it and
leaned hLier head azainst them. *T want-

¢d to ask him,” she s2id directly, “but
I am afraid to. Suppose he doesn't

know and I should tell him. He would
go to Mr, Schrwartz at at once, and
'!" Schwartz is ireacherous. The pa-
pers would getr it, toon.

Her eyes ﬁ'-ou with tears. and I felt
as awkward as a inan always does
when a woman begins te cry. If he
knows her well enough he can 2o
over and pat her on the shoulder and
assure her it is going 1o be all right.
if e does mnet kiow her, and there
are two mafden aunts likely to come
in at any minute, he sits still, as I
did, and waits until the storm clears.

Miss Margery was not long in emerg-

'3

ing frem her handkerchiei.

“I dign't sleep much,” she ex-
plained, dabbing at her eyes, “‘and |
any nervous, anvhow, Mr, Knox, are

sure it was only Harry tryving to
gel into (he house last night?”

“Oniv Harry,” 1 repeated. “If Mr.
Wardrop's attempt to get into the
house leaves me in this condition,
wigt would a real burgiar have done
0 me!”

Siie was 100 intent to be sympathetic
over my disiigured face.

“There was scme one moving about
up-stairs not long before I came down,”
she said slowly,

“You heard me;
the stairs.”

“Did you hrush pasi my door, and
strike the knob?"” she demanded.

“*No, I was not near any door.”

“Very well,” triumphantly. “Some
one did. Not only that, but they were
in the store room on the fioor above.
I could hear one person and perhaps
twe, gcing from one side of the room
to the other and back again.”

“You heard a goblin quadrille. ¥First
71 osaid face-

S
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<1 heard real footstens—unmistaka-
ble ones. The maids slept back on the
second floor, and--don't tell me
was 1"’“ ‘Theve :iI'O 10 rats in my Aunt
l.etitia’s house.”
was more impressed than [ cared
o show, | found 1 had a half hcur
hefore traiu tiwe, and as we were
1(-” er of us eating anyihing, I sug-
sl that we expiore the upper ffoor
of rhe house. | did it. I explained. not
because | expected to tind anything,
but hecause | was we wnuld not.
We crept bast the two ciosed deors
hehind wviich the ladics Maijtland were
mresamably  taking out their crimps
and raking in their tea. Then up a
narrow, obtrusively clean stairway
¢ the upper foor,
it was an olé-fashioned. sloping-roo!-
ed attic. with nairrow windows and a
bare fioor. At on2 end a door opencd
into a iarge roum, d in therg were
| the family rrunks of four generations
of Maitlands. ()nn on ancther they
were all pil=d thera-—little hair irunks
301 'lh topued trunks, hugze Seratogas
of e neriod when the two meaiden la-
s were rheir  laie teens—and
i were hai :J ome modein trunks, !
i too. Yor Mi\s 1~~1m"s satistaction
examination of the room.
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the main atiic were two step-lad-
seme curiains drying on irames
ana old chest of drawers wilh giass

and the veneering

l'“
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an
knohs bhroken in
jMaces, Une of the drawe s steood open,

and inside c¢ould bhe seen a red and,
white patchwerk guilt, and a grayish
thine hat looked like flannel and
smelled to heson of camvhor. We

cave up finally, and started dowa.
Part way (10\\ n the attic stairs Mar-

gery stopped, her eyes fixed on ihe
white-scrubbzd  rail, Fellowing her
gaze, I stopped, too, and 1 felt 2 sort

of chill go over me. No spot or bient
izh. no dirty finger print marked the
whiteness of that stair rail, except in
one place. On it, clear anu distinet,
every line ef the nalm showing, was
the reddish imprint of a band!

AMargery - did not speak; she Thad
turnad very white, and closed her eyes,
but she was not faint. When the first
revulsion had passed, I reached over
and itouched the stain. 1t was quite
dry. of courze, but it was still reddisi-
brown: anciher hour or two woulid sce
it black. It was evidently fresh—IHun-
ter said aiterward it must have been
about six hours old, and as things tran-
gpired, he was right. The st2in showed
a hand somewhat short and broad,
with widened finger tips; marked in
ink: it would not have struck me so
forcibly, perhaps, but there, its ugly
red against the white wood, it seemed
to me to be the imprint of a brutal,
murderous hand.

Margery was essentially feminine.

“What did I tell you?” she asked.
“Some one was in this house last
night; [ heard them distinctly. There
must have been two, and they quar-
reled—" she shuddered.

We went on down stairs into the
auniet and peace of the dining room
again. I got some hot coffee for Mar-
gery, for she looked shaken, and found
I had missed my train.

(To Be Continued Tomorrow.)

—There will be a meeting of the
Trinity Coillege alumni tonight at the
Y. M. C. A. huilding. All Trinity Alumni
of the city and county are urged to
be present as business of importance
is to be attended to.

CHENEY'S

EXPECTORANT
. CURES COUGHS . AND COLD®

, corner

l
i
i
]
i
i
:
i

i

Sured by Lydia E. Pinkham's
Vegeiabie Compound.

Creston, Towa.—“ I was troubled for
a long time with inflarematicn, pains
EmRERE mRRee i in my .xde tick
bsagaches and ner-
vousnzss., [ hadta.
ken
cines that I was
discouraged and
theugnt I would
never get welll A
friend told me of
f.rdia B. Finkbham’s

Veg t’\ble Com
gonnt. and it u'-

/! 510 d me t» healf
Y L1311 have no mm‘:
3*&:r\., my nerves are s‘rmwf—e“:nf T ecan
domy 6RO X, Lydie ¥ Pinkham’s
Veratalia Compenrd enred me alter

ed, and 1 rer-
ring women.”’
60 W. Floward S,

ing ¢lze hed fai
rd it to other g

~——‘[}"\ W ~r SEALS

BN

C (D-Uu, 1 e

Theusands ¢t
ine tos tiruoni
1ha !(‘,l(*\__r cf },4:{\i
otabls Componud
usively o roots
‘-,omcn who sufier fr

and gonn-

YD LT

{ressing ills should “'\t ¢ it
mesvm‘tsm'". uls the abitity of Lyd.ﬂn
. Piakham's ¥ %*’f" ablc Compsund to

restore their he?,l ch,

If youn waut speeials
5> .E:'l‘. BPintham, ot i
dhe will treat your led
strictiy econtidential., ¥ov 803
% heen he lm-w SIS WOonien
« wrav, free of charge. Bron’s
Lo te - riie at onee,

TRUSTEE'S SALE OF VALUABLE

By virtue of power vested In me by
a ceriain deed of trugt executed and
delivered on the 6th day of Angzust,
1810, which said deed oif trust is re-
corded in the office of {he Register
of Deeds, Mecklenburg County, in
Book 267, Page 199, the undersigned
will expose to pubhc sale at the Court
House door in
on the 15th day of Aprii, 1911, at 12
ozlock the following described pieces
of land. n.ng and being in Chariotte
Township, Mecklenburg County, and in
the City of Charlotte, and more par-
ticulaurly desoribed as follows:

One lot sitnated on the Southwest
corner of Clement Avenue and Peach-
tree Street, Beginning at the coraer of
aforesaid Sireet and Avenue and run
ning in a Southerly direction with
Clement Avenue 22 feet to a }(‘,moz
alley; thence in a YWesterly dire«tion
with aloresaid alley 172 1-2 fest t9 a
10-foct alley: tnence with said aley
in & Norther!y direction 100 teet; to
ihe iot ot the Cochirane Show Cuase
Company, on which thé® factory buiid-
ing stands; thence in an lasterly di-
rection with the line of the lot of the
Cochrane show Case Company's hm
Cochrane Qho‘v Cage Company 75 feet;
thence in a Nertuerly direction with |

Cochrane Show Case Company’s iine|
Coclirane Show Case Company line
in  an Iasterly direction with

Peachtree Street 97 !-2 to the hegin-
ning. (Abeve Lot is in Block 22,
ilap of Qakhurst).

Also that tract of land adjoining tho
lands of B. D. Heath, now ¢r formeriy
Charlotte Casket Company, and che ict

above described and bounded as foi-|
lows: Jeginning at a stake in Bleck
No. 22 on Peachiree Stieet on the

East side of a 10-foot ailey which sep-
arates this lot from the lot of
Charlotte Casket Cempany and
abecut South p.lmllcn with said

toward Lawyer's Road 122 feet to a
on th=2 line of said alley;
i thence ahout East 75 feet to a stike

thence about \ovm 120 feet 1o a sta lm
on Peachtree Street;thence about West
feet with a lmQ of Peachtree

rans

.\)

Ctreet to the Pegzinning Corner.

The foregeing sale is made bhecaunse
of default of the payment of
Notes secured by the deed of
above refered to.

Tiis the 1dth day of Marrh

W. H.

trust

1911,
YOOI,

13-30da. Trustea.

EXECUTORS’ SALE OF VAULABLE

REAL ESTATE IN CHARLCTTE.

Py virtue of power and authorily
ziven us by the Will of the late Mary
12, Bloom, we will scll at the Courty
Court House Dcor in the City of Char-
lette, N. C., on Monday, Aprii the
ard, A. D, 1911, at 12 o’clock »., all
that land on West Trade street in the
city ot Cherlotte.

First Piece: Beginning at R. G.
Hayes' corner on West Trade street
and runs with the fence in a Nerithern
direction, 198 feet to a post; thence
in a Western direction 23 feet to a
post; thence in Southern direction,
198 feet to a post on West Trade
street; thence with West Trade street,
48.7 feet in an KEastern direction to
beginning. On said lot is a two-story
house—six rooms and bath, with gas
and water and electric lights.

Second PPiece: Beginning at a nost.
0. T. Herderson’s corner on West
''rade strect. and runs in a Northern
directicn with said Henderson's line,
198 feet to a post; thence in an East-
ern direction 76 feet to a post; thence
in a Southern direction, 198 feet to a
post cn West Trade Street; thence
with West Trade sireet 51.3 feet to
the beginning. On said lot is a six-
recom house with bath.

Terms one-third cash, balance in
one Yyear, interest on deferred pay-
ments. This sale subject to advance
bid of not less than 10 per cent to be
put cn in 10 days

A map of said property can be seen
in Office of Clarkson and Duls, attor-
neys.

February 22, 1911,

CHAS. E. BLOOM,
F. M. BECKHAM,
3.3-20da Executors of Mary E. Bloom.
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