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THE SPORTING WORLD
Star Catcher

Star Pitcing
By W. 8. FARNSWORTH. I

y.-M • nrk, N. Y., A ugust 12.— “Mr.
! ^  i’ ' ou can possibly arrange

■fi like to have by battery
. s K' lly. botipht by the
.  > 1: 0  "

< v ’ lff nlei«^a^e v .as  r e c r i v o d  
■ ‘-al p r e s id e n t  of  t h e  I’i t ts -  

"  a '  '  soon  a f t e r  h e  h a d  p a id  
■rd >um of $22.iOO to  t h e  St .  

Ann r i i a n  A s a o c i a t i o n t  c lu b  fo r  
r •ai='; of  M a r t in  O ’T oo le ,  t h e  

- I  « d p i t - h e r  t o r  w h o m  a  h a l f  
' j n r  V'8;;ue c lu b s  e n t e r e d  i n to  

'’d !'• ( idinp m a t c h  af»er  R o p e r  
■ if' r e d  $ 1 *1.. '̂>0 fo r  0 ' T o , 4 e

.. 1 T h e  p lea  c a m e  f r o m  O 'T o o le  
1' speed il .  g r a n t e d .

' '  ' 1 '. h once more reca l ls  the
o i nw mM.'h a c a t c h r r  I'a^ 

T ' • ic succe?; -if a p i t fh e r .  I'h'' 
H i  ^h 'V'- sn in n e i r lv  every  in- 

.r.v.:e -  suar : 'v ir ie r  ha? a s i a r  catch- 
a. eiXSCT mate. In som e cases .

v .-^ e r« r .  It found tha t a c rack
' I . '  - n i ’ b'-en a ss is ted  by a

f hieh rank . But th e se  in- 
a v  and far  b< tw een.

. T P  ■''■.ve been cases  w here
I r ci'c? ent i re ly  the  bad  

r h<B ■vvorl'Jns, without his s t a r  
■ \ r*r su ‘ i the case  it mere-

I ' f r s  f’-ie : Ivo ry  tha t a good 
r a -  MV. -h to do with t^c  m ik-  

of hifth ^!a^ding.
>> -'.r ' i n “ a n d  p ' -mder  o v e r  

! 1 r  c r io s  of th o  day .  W e
• a ; ' ^ d  p i ' c h e ’* a n d  an  e . iual-  

•; or i ' n a n a b l y  h a v e  b e e n  
, •' :s b r i n : ’,.̂  s u c i ' e r a  to

>1 > n ' ' a i ' l e  p i i r  in base -
, ■.> s  Voun.e: a n d  Lou

t a ; s  t h e s e  t w o  w o r k e d
; a -I ‘ wo f 've r  did be fo re .  

I , ;r . ‘ o u t l i v e d  h i s  f o r m e r  
. : t • V,) f a r  a s  b ig  l e a g u e  

?-rned, it i s a  fact
i : ' ' s  bi-st y e a r s  w h i le

I ' : ' '  r e c e i \  i ng  en d .  J u s t  
< T ig e r  w a s  so ld  by t h e  
: lie Y a n k e e s ,  Y o u n g  be-

♦ 3 >me of his vaunted af-
. T l’ iMgh still winning pitch-

Cri^w'f catching him.
• -rk was not up to the

to do w ith  th e  G ian ts  w in n ing  a coup 
le  of N ationa l L eag u e  g o n fa lons  and  a 
w orld 's  ch am pionsh ip .  S ince  BBrena- 
h a n  v.-as sh if ted  to  St. Louis, th e  Gi
a n t s  h av e  been  un ab le  to g e t  a  c a tc h e r  
of R oger 's  ability . B re sn u h a n  w as  
th e re  w ith  th e  h ea d w o rk  and  with 
M a u h e w so n 's  cu n n in g  it w a s  an  easy  
th ing  for M atty  to win a  m a jo r i ty  of 
h is  g a m e s ..........................................................

i 'o r  sev e ra l  y e a rs  M ordicai Brow n 
and  .Tohnny K ling w o rked  to g e th e r  
and  th r e e  c h am p io n sh ip s  w e re  th e  re 
sult.

190«-T-s.
T h e re  a re  a n v  n u m b e r  of co m bin a 

t ions w here  th e re  a re  s t a r s  a t  both 
en d s  of th e  rece iv ing  d ep a r tm e n t .  E ach  
y e a r  fu rn ish es  new  s ta r s  in bo th  po
sitions-. V /h eu ev er  a s e n sa t io n a l  pitch- 
o r c re a k s  in to  roajor league com pany  
and  he m a in ta in s  a reco rd  iiass, it 
will a l w a v s  bo found th a t  a tr ied  catch- 

I cr  is h is  m ate . T h e  sh in ing  ex a m p le  
I Ibis y e a r  is G rover  C leve land  A lexan 
der, th e  w onder  acqu ired  by the  Phil- 

j  lies. It took tile m a s te r  h an d  and 
I c ra f ty  m ind  of C harley  Doonin to 
j plai e A lexand er  on th e  pedes ta l  he 
now enjoys. Could . \ lex a n d e r  have  been  

■h a l f  so su cces ffu l  if an u n tr ie d  re- 
I ce lver  h ad  been  w o rk ing  w ith  h im ? 
I Docin is acq u a in ted  w ith  th e  fa ilings of 
! every  p la y e r  in th "  N a tiona l league, 
! ' .vh i lc .Alexander p robably  does not ye t 
' k n o w  th e  k i n d  of a ball a c e r ta in  play 
e r  does not ca re  for. Xow th a t  Dooin 

, Is ou t  of the  gam e  it will be in te res t-  
it'.s, to no te  how A lexander  fa re s  w ith  

' Pat Moran c a tc h in g  him.
I T h e re  m ust have  been  so m eth in g  
i m ore th a n  m utua l fr ien dsh ip  th a t  
1 prom pted  O 'Toole to ask  Drej’fuss to 
b r in g  Kelly to the  P ira te s .  It would 
be in ad v isab le  to  p lace th is  pa ir  in a  
gam e to g e th e r  for th ey  a re  not well 
ve rsed  w ith  th e  w ea k n e sse s  of the  b a t 
te rs  in th e  N ationa l circuit .  If O’Toole 
upho lds  his A m erican  AssociaWon re p 
u ta tion  w ith Kelly c a tc h in g  him., th e n  
w e  will be firmly conv inced  t h a t  a 
c a tc h e r  h as  a g rea t  dea l to  do w'ith 
the  su ccess  of a pitcher .

' • n b ' 1 .1 ‘ lon th a t  h as  last- 
1 - '  pr.d ears ,  and  st il l  is as 

fl ".t of E d w ard  W alsh  and  
' a n  W hile W alsh  would be 

,'i ■-r w ith  even  th e  ver
; • < a h ing him, th e  fac t re 

Su llivan  h as  h a d  a  la rge  
1 v^'alsh's success .

■ I 'e r  Jo h n so n  an d  C h ar ley  (Gab- 
' • r r - ;  fo rm  a n o th e r  fo rm idab le  

' : .i?on Is r a t e d  a s  t h e  speed- 
. r le r  in "he big le agu e  a nd  with- 

•reet on 'h e  o th e r  en d  Jo h n so n  
b'  ̂ a* a loss w ith his te rrific  

he (' ■^‘\vville  speed  m e rc h a n t  
:' oi le t t in g  loose w ith  any 

' ‘̂ r b i» S tree t  w o rk ing  with 
. ' - p. ’’c-'Ult S tree t  uos&essps 

' m '‘TTrled fins as  any 
' I om pany.

, ! if ' B ab e ” A dam s
- f ' ' . n e d  th e  eucccss  he 

 ̂ ‘fh if G eorge  Gibson 
?he '■’h r r  en d  of th e

■ rid s se r ie s  ag a in s t
■ '>. . \d a m s  w as nrac-

'.red .' OungDter and  
v e a k n e a se s  of th e  

K v ’fre  <^ibson m a k es  a 
th a t  s te p s  up to 

' a r  n e re l . '  a c a :o  of 
. . .r - e  ball w h e re  Glbaon 
; ; ■ '  1 ,

and  no.'^cr 
.. cl in g lory for m any  

■ r-r. k l-,a ic ry  h a d  m uch

w

Boxing Booster 
In New York Now

Not Satisfactory.
F a r  from  th e  m addenin j :  crow d in , 

th e  d in ing  room. B e r th a  and  B e r t i e ! 
cooed to g e th e r  u n d e r  th e  l ib ra ry  p a lm s . , 
T hey  h ad  been en g aged  for n e a r ly  a |  
fo r tn igh t,  and  th e  blissfu l flight of  ̂
t im e  had  left th em  f>ager for th e  dav.

■•Is it loo soon to  th in k  of it, B e r t ie ? ” 
she  asked .

"No. n e v e r  too  s o o n !” rep l ied  B er
tie, s t r ik in g  h is  h ead  ferv’en t ly  a g a i n s t '  
th e  m a n tlep iece .  !

She p ressed  h e r  h an d  to  h e r  throb- [ 
bing h ea r t ,  w hile he  p ressed  his to h i s ; 
ach in g  tem ple .  j

"T hen , d ea r ."  she  m u rm u red ,  " le t  i t /  
be th r e e  w eeks  from T h u rsd a y .”

"B e g g in ’ yer pardon ,  m iss  b u t you’ll 
have  to  m a k e  it h e a r l ie r  in th e  w e e k !” 
.-aid a voic,e th ro u g h  th e  keyhole. 
T h u r s d a y  is my day b o u t ! A n s A v e r s .

O OGfi R ̂ "ST A K fi 5 S 0  M I'. C'ATC H B R

Oscar Stanage, the great young catch2re*'.f~fl'thDiElititii'Tr!jrncfrU.ti";T>ttTt:ii<l'9 s supplanting as regular backstop and 
two of the veteran pitchers that he es i l t i  eirfiirxfsn; iht • e center. On the left is Charley
Schmidt, who is rapidly giving w a y  i'irrÊ Tfc ;£htf.3/cy.Qnn~ster. On the right are George Mullln
(above) and Wild Bill Donovan. Tn^nersrmiEnniffrix'tw.o^fc'.hi-a'isnseferfitst twirlers In bastball and each has 
been called at different t im es th? exfcrSst'iprtchTrrin'ti'eXAmeci'can-League. Donovan’s pitching won two pen
nants for Jennings, while MuMin w o c itlths''nc::'t'):onr.SiScht!i3liLdrioip^'iithdo'oackstopping in both cases. If the Tigers  
eventually cop the 1911 bunting St£«aTy?;i'v\v[:b(i:£iifr 3rrm:'fccc:g<^trcri^dif for keeping the pitchers going right.

Export Testimony.

Tw o m en who sw ore  off New Y e a r’s 
day  for a  y e a r  h av e  not seen  each  
o th e r  s ince  th a t  time. One, tied to a 
c ity  job. is u n d e r  tl ie gtm s beca u se  all 
of his  f r iends  w ere  posted  on the  reso 
lution. T h e  o th e r  trave ls ,  and  if his 
foot sl ips on th e  road  nobody need  be 
th e  v.'iser. T h e  s ta t io n a ry  p a r ty  to 
th e  agreem .ent rece ived  a le t te r  from  
ihe  t r av e i in g  m an  and  w ro te  in rep ly ;

"I rem oved  tho  E tax i i  from  th e  en 
velope c o n ta in in g  your l e t te r  and  su b 
m i t ted  It to  r. c h 3 mir.t. who re p o r ts  
tr.ht it  reck:; w ith  w hiskey ."— Chicago 
E v e n in g  Post.

Oscar Stanage is Best 
Catcher in A.mer. A.sso.

m

HARRY DAVIS

•e V action photograph of Harry Davit, field captain of the  
Athletici, who ha« been displaced as first baseman by the  ̂ ^
Jack Mclnnet. and is now reported to be slated for an 
^-anagershlp, believed to be either St. Louis, Cleveland or Washing^-...

(By MONTY.)
N ew  York, Aug. 12.— T h e re  a re

ca tch e rs ,  b u t  th e re  seem s to  be no 
such  th in g  as  “th e  bes t  c a t c h e r”— at 
le a s t  n o t  ju s t  a t  p resen t .  R a th e r  th e re  
is  one—of course  th e re  is  a  " b e s t”— 
b u t  nobody can  p lace his f inger on
him and  say  w ith  t r u th fu l  c e r ta in ty ;  
"T h e re  he i?."

A lm ost daily  we h e a r  of som ebody 
say ing  th a t  such  and suc'a a  m an  is 
th e  c la s s ie s t  th ing  in back s to p s .  Such 
pe rso n s  do n ’t know  w^hat th e y ’re t a lk 
ing  about. But th e y  th in k  th e y  do
and  th e y  hav e  th e i r  reaso n s  for th in k 
ing  so; t h e y  sp in  a fabr ic  of soph is try , 
w hich  th e y  call logic, dea l in g  out th e
fa c ts  th a t  ex is t  and  supply ing  from
th e i r  ow n fe r t i le  im ag in a t ion  tho se  
th a t  do n o t exist.  T he  w hole th in g  
is a m a t te r  of opinion, th e  sam e  as 
ev e ry  com parison  of th is  sort.

T h e re  is one fact, how ever,  th a t  im 
p re s se s  i tse lf  on every  fan  w ho is  non 
p a r t is a n  in te m p e ra m e n t .  T h a t  is the  
su p re m a cy  of th e  N a tiona l L eagu e  in 
th e  rece iv ing  d ep a r tm e n t .  T he  sen io r  
o rg an iza t io n  bo as ts  no less  th a n  seven  
c a tc h e r s  who a re  top -no tchers  in ev e ry  
sen se  of th e  w ord; E n u m e r a te  th e m ; 
Jo h n n y  Kling, R oger  B resn ah an .  
George Gibson, Chief M ayers, L a r ry  
M cL ean , Red Dooin, J im m y  A rcher. 
In o th e r  w ords, e v e ry  club in th e  
league  h a s  a first ca l ib re  rece iv e r  ex 
ce p t in g  Brooklyn. T h e  D odgers have  
a  m an , who, s t r ic t ly  as  a  c a tch e r ,  com 
p a re s  favorab ly  w ith  any, b u t a s  a 
b a t t e r  o r  b a s e ru n n e r  he is n o t  w o rth  
h is  salt.  T h a t  is Bill Borgan. Bill is 
a  w on d er  beh ind  th e  pla te , b u t  H eav en  
help  th e  te a m  th a t  h a s  to  send  h im  
to  th e  b a t  in a pinch. T h e  o th e r  sev en  
m en tio n ed  a re  th e  e x ac t  a n t i th e s is  of 
B ergen  in th is  respec t,  a s  th e i r  b a t 
t in g  a v e rag es  a t te s t .  And th e y  a re  
all p a s t  m a s te r s  a t  h an d ling  th e  big 
m itt .  C om bin ing  th e  v e rsa t i le  ability, 
each  individual one of th e m  is th e  
equal of any  ca tcher ,  in th e  r iva l o r 
gan ization .

As a g a in s t  th i s  a r ray ,  th e  A m erican  
L ea g u e  offers C harley  S tre e t ,  I ra  
T h om as ,  E d  Sweeney, T ed  E as te r ly ,  
J im m y  S tevens , Billy Sull ivan, Bill 
C arr ig an ,  O sca r  S tanage .  All good 
m e n :  o th e rw ise  th e y  w o u ld n ’t  be big 
le aguers .  But, w h ere  do you find a 
s t a r  in  th e  w hole bu nch?  H o m e team  
p a r t is a n s  will p ick o u t  S tre e t ,  T hom as 
or S w eeney  and  th e  m an  will be laud 
ed as  th e  g r e a te s t  in  th e  business .  It 
t h e  fan  will ca re fu lly  ana lyze  his 
m en, and  w eigh him  p a r t  by  p a r t  w ith  
th e  c ra ck s  of th e  N a tion a l L eag u e  he 
will rea lize  th a t  th e re  is h a rd ly  a 
te a m  in th e  L ynch  o rg an iza tion  th a t  
c a n n o t  fo rw ard  a  b e t t e r  m an . D uring  
th e  la s t  few w ee k s  I h av e  a sked  ev e ry  
club m a n a g e r -^ N a t io n a l  an d  A m erican  
— for his opinion as  to th e  t r u th  of 
t h a t  b road  asse r t ion .  W i th o u t  ex cep 
tion  th e  A m erican  league m oguls  r e 
fused to d iscuss  th e  m a t te r ,  say ing  
th e re  w as  no  w ay  of decid ing  it. Sev
e ra l  N ationa l L ea g u e  le ad e rs  w ere  
w ill ing  to  ta lk  lucidly on th e  sub jec t.  
T h e y  dec la red  th e i r  asso c ia t io n  fa r  su 
per io r  to  th e  r iva l in  th e  ca tc h in g  de 
pa r tm en t .

T h e  ta c i tu rn i ty  of th e  A m erican  
L e ag u es  on th e  g ene ra l  su b jec t  
se rves  as  a v e rd ic t  th a t  is  a s  n e a r  to  
final as  could be desired . a rg u m e n t .  W i th  tw o y o u n g s te rs  like 

S ta n a g e  an d  E a s te r ly  show ing  the  
“P ro m is in g ” c a tc h e rs  is a  d if feren t form  th e y  are , th e r e  is good g round

' m a t te r .  In th is  line th e  A m erican  for th e  n ro en os t ica t io n  t h a t  one  of
I se em s  to h ave  a l i t t le  th e  h o t t e r  of th e  th e  p a i r  will su re ly  becom e a  world-

JEM BRISCOLL

Jem Briscoll, the shifty lltt'e British
er, once acclaimed by fight fans In 
this country, who is to m eet Owen  
Moran for the lightweight suprem
acy of England. Of course it is hard 
to see  how two beaten men such as  
these  can fight for a “championship” 
especially s ince Freddie W elsh and 
Matt Wells, both Britons, are still 
In the hunt, but neverthless it is be
ing billed as such by the London 
promoting syndicate, which has offer
ed a purse of $20,000 and a “prize 
belt” valued at $1,500. The date of 
the mix-up has not yet been named.

b e a te r  befo re  F a th e r  T im e  calls him 
from  th e  gam e to  g en t le r  jJursuits 
Both young  m en  a re  p u t  up a long the  
sam e  lines physically , and  th e i r  m e 
chan ica l ac t io n s  a re  m uc h  a l ike ;  th e y  
would be dead  r in ge rs  fo r o ne  an o th e r  
in a m ov ing  p ic ture .  W h o  h as  the  
g r e a te r  “noodle?” A p p aren tly  S ta n a g e ;  
a t  le a s t  h e  se em s to have  ex e rc ised  
his m ore th a n  h is  rival, and  th a t  is th e  
th in g  th a t  will coun t in th e  long run.

T he  y o u n g s te r  w ho sp ro u ts  in to  a 
g re a t  ball p layer, one  w’hose  n am e 
goes in to  th e  baseb a l l  ha l l  of fame, 
is no t often  he w ho s ta r t le s  th e  c ir 
cu i t  w ith  p h enom enal w-ork th e  mo 
m e n t  he  s t r ik e s  th e  big leagues. Nor 
is he th e  m an  w ho a f te r  laboring  along 
as  a  m ediocre  p e r fo rm er  for som e 
tim e, sudden ly  s t r ik e s  h is  ga i t  and 
flashes fo r th  a s  i t  w ere  overn igh t.  T he  
g re a te s t  p layers ,  a lm o s t  w 'ithout ex 
ception , a re  tiiose who s ta r t e d  o u t as 
an  ave ra g e  so r t  of a w'orker, g e t t in g  a 
l i t t le  b e t te r  e a c h  m o n th  and  season, 
un ti l  a t  la s t  th e y  h av e  reac h ed  the  
bunch , passed  the m , and  th e n  le f t  th e  
o th e rs  behind. Such  w as  M athew son , 
su ch  w as  W ag n er ,  such w ere  Kling, 
McGraw, W allace  and  Cy Y oung w hen 
th e v  w'ere ju s t  g row ing in to  s ta rs .

Such is O scar  S tanage.
T h e  D etro i t  T ig e rs  have  b een  p lung 

ing, te a r ing ,  bang ing  th e i r  w ay  pen- 
a n tw a rd  desp i te  th e  m a s te r fu l  gom e 
of th e  A th le tics .  T h e  J e n n in g s  t r ib e  
are h a rd  h i t te r s  and  d a r in g  base-run- 
n e r s ;  they a re  a b o u t  th e  b e s t  run-get- 
t e r s  in th e  world. A nd S ta n a g e  s t icks 
th e  p e l le t  a t  a  clip t h a t  k ee p s  him 
well up  w ith  th e  band-wagon. But 
n e i th e r  D e tro i t  no r  any  o th e r  te am  
could w in gam es by sh e e r  scor ing  u n 
less  i t  h ad  som e w’ay of k eep in g  th e  
Other fellow s’ ta l l ies  from  be ing  too 
num erous . D etro i t  is n o t  a  good field
ing  te a m  as  a whole. C onsequently  
th e  bu rd en  of k eep in g  th e  opposition 
safe  devolves upon th e  p itchers ,  and  
th e  ca tc h e r  in k eep in g  th e  enem y from 
ru n n in g  wild on the  basea. Leave the  
la t te r  ta sk  to  S tana g e .  H e  is th e re :  
p r o b a b l y  th e  g r e a t e s t  young backstop  
in  th e  business ,  figuring h im  from
any angle. . -u *

One D etro i t  w’r i te r  h a s  paid  t r ib u te  
to  th e  you th  th u s ly ;  “Cool-headed, 
quick-thinking, s trong-arm ed  O scar, th e  
boy w ith  th e  broad  shou ld e rs  and  m a s  
sive m usc le  deve lopm ent ,  w ho cati 
th row  th e  ball like  a  sh o t  and  h i t  it  
a  mile, is th e  m an  to  w hom  m u c h  of 
th e  c re d i t  for th e  success  of D etro i t  s 
p i tch ing  staff is due.”

T ig e r  p i tch e rs  h ave  p itched  not 
a lone good ball b u t  in  severa l  in s ta n 
ces ph en om enal ball a g a in s t  th e i r  r i 
vals. T h e re  a re  p e rfo rm an c es  by  Mui- 
lin S um m ers , D onovan and  Laffitte 
th a t  s tan d  o u t  as a cco m p lishm en ts  in 
p i tch ing  fa r  above th e  o rd inary . Due 
c re d i t  is given th e se  tw ir le rs ,  fo r m a s 
te r ly  perfo rm an ces ,  b u t  in th is  case  
a s  in  o the rs ,  th e re  is a  “m a n  behind  
and  in th is  p a r t ic u la r  case  th e  ‘ m a n  
b e h in d ” is th e  you th fu l Californian  
who receives  th e  shoots, cu rves  fa s t  
balls , sp i t te r s  and  slow o nes  of th e  
T ig e r  hu rle rs .  Be i t  know n, S tana g e  
is n o t a  “one p i tc h e r  m an .” H e  can 
c a tch  any  m e m b er  of Je n n in g s  s t a ^

H u g h ie  h a s  a lw ays  in s is ted  th a t  
S ta n a g e  h a s  th e  m a k in g s  of a  w o n 
d erfu l c a tc h e r ;  h e  sa id  t h a t  a  few 
y e a rs  ago. S ince th e  p re s e n t  season  
h a s  go n e  ha lf  i t s  rou te ,  m a n y  have

C ontinued  on P ag e  12.

(By W. W. NAUGHTON.)
San F ranc isco , Aug. 12.— T h a t  the  

com ing rev ival of boxing in New 
York m e an s  a  w ondrous boost ‘for 
the  sp o r t  of th e  gloves is so m eth ing  
th a t  m us t be m a n ife s t  to everybody 
in te re s te d  in Q ueensbury  pastim es. 
The big city  by th e  A tlan tic  will 
soon becom e th e  hub of the  pugilistic  
un ive rse ;  for r ing  m en in quest  of 
fame and  for tune , ail ro ad s  will lead 
to New York.

Before th e  tu rm oil  of m a tc h m a k 
ing begins, it m ig h t be a s  well for 
the  E a s te rn e r s  to fo rm u la te  ru les  
and  re^gulatioiis for th e  guidance  of 
the  m en who don th e  gloves. At 
p re se n t  m a n y  m a t te r s  connec ted  
with pugilism  a re  in a s t a te  of con
fusion and now is the  tim e to se t  
th in g s  r ight.

In re g a rd  to th e  w eights ,  th e re  is 
very ii*»le u n a n im ity  of opinion. It 
m igh t a lm o s t  be said th e re  a r e  no 
w eight c lasses. T h e  lim its  have  
fused and  ru n  in to  one a n o th e r  and 
it is ha rd  to te ll  w here  a  ligh tw eigh t 
ends  and  w here  a m idd lew eigh t be
gins. Billy P apke ,  f resh  from Lon 
don. says  he is th e  m iddlew eight 
cham pion, and  th a t  he  will defend 
the  t i t le  a t  160 pounds “ six hours  
before .” T h is  m e a n s  th a t  th e  mid
dle w-eights of th e  fu tu re  will be 
h eavyw eigh ts .  C erta in  sp o r t in g  au 
th o r i t ie s  in E n g lan d  h av e  tr ied  bard  
on various  occasions to in te re s t  the  
m a n a g e rs  and  m .a tchm akers  in th is  
c o un try  in a  sch em e for a  un ive rsa l  
w eig h t classification. T hey  failed for 
th e  reaso n  probab ly  th a t  boxing was 
u n d er  a  ban  in m any  of th e  la rge 
c i ties  on th e  E a s te rn  s ta te s .

Now i t  is different. W i th  New 
York a t  th e  h ead  of affairs  in th e  
A m erican  boxing  world and  in view 
of th e  W’a y  th e  sp o r t  will hum  in New 
Y ork^and  o th e r  points, it  is a b so lu te 
ly n ec essa ry  th a t  th e re  should be an  
A m erican  w eig h t classification. T he  
boxing a u th o r i t ie s  oi! New York 
should  go a h e ad  an d  a r r a n g e  a  ta b u 
la tion  to su i t  th em se lves .  T he  re s t  
of th e  coun try , I am  sure ,  wiil be 
ru led  by w h a t  is done.

T h e  w^riter, in th e  hope th a t  h is  
h in t  will be a c ted  upon, h a s  a  sug 
g es t ion  o r  tw o to offer. One is th a t  
r in gs ide  w eighing  be abolished  for 
all t im e  and  th a t  a un ifo rm  w eighing  
h o u r—sa y  six h o u rs  before  boxing— 
be fixed upon.

T h e  rea so n s  fo r a  ru le  of th is  k ind 
a re  obvious. T h e  su b jec t  h a s  been 
th r e sh e d  o u t ag a in  and  again . I t  will 
suffice to  say  a t  th i s  t im e  th a t  in 
m o s t of th e  m a tc h e s  w hich  call for 
r ings ide  w eighing, one of th e  m en  
goes to  th e  s c r a tc h  devoid of 
s t ren g th .  H e  w eighed  in  a t  th e  r in g 
side b ecau se  h is  opponent ,  who w'as 
in  a  posi tion  to  d ic ta te ,  in s is ted  
upon  it. H e  took  a  c h an ce  a n d  h is  
bodily w ea k n ess  is  such t h a t  he 
could n o t  m a k e  a  d ecen t  show ing. 
T he  re s u l t  is a  keen  d isap p o in tm en t  
to  th e  spec ta to rs .  I t  would hav e  been 
d iffe ren t no d o ub t if he could have  
had  a  few h o u rs  for r e s t  an d  n o u r 
is h m e n t  Instead- of h av in g  to s tep  
from  th e  w eigh ing  m a ch in e  in to  
th e  th ick  of th e  battle .

A n o th e r  th in g  w ith  th e  sp o r t  o r 
ganized as  i t  should  be u n d e r  th e  
new  o rd e r  of th in g s  in New York 
each  a n d  ev e ry  boxer  should be com 
pelled to reco rd  h is  ex ac t  fighting 
w e ig h t  w hen  p lac ing  h im se lf  on  th e  
l i s t  of eligibles. I t  looks a lm o s t  a s  if 
a  b o x e r ’s r e g i s t e r  of th e  k ind  de
sc r ibed  should  be a  p a r t  of th e  office 
eq u ip m en t  of th e  new  com m ission  
w hich  h a s  b een  appo in ted  to  see th a t  
th e  sp o r t  Is p roper ly  conducted . W ith  
a  record  of t h a t  desc r ip t io n  han d y  to 
re fe r  to, th e  com m ission  could easily  
jjggp }q touch w ith  th ings. I t  could 
be easi ly  seen  a t  a  g lance  w h e th e r  
th e  m a tc h es  w e re  m ade  on a p rop
e r  w e igh t basis, an d  th e  te n dency  
on th e  p a r t  of th e  p ro m o te rs  to a r 
ra n g e  “ill a s s o r te d  m a tc h e s ” could 
be checked.

V ery  often , if h a rd  p ressed  for 
ta len t ,  a p ro m o te r  will th in k  up a 
ca rd  w hich  on th e  su r face  p rom ises  
exc i t ing  e n te r ta in m e n t  b u t  w hich  in 
rea l i ty  is a  m en ace  to  th e  sport. 
T h e  re s u l t  is  a d isa p p o in tm e n t  to

th e  public and  very  often  a  scan 
dal.

I h av e  one o r  two in s ta n ce s  in 
mihd. One w^as ju s t  a  few y ea rs  ago 
w hen  th e  n a m e s  of F ra n k  E rn e  and  
T e r ry  McGovern w ere  w’ords to  con
ju re  with. E rn e  w^as requ ired  to 

i reach  m uch  below h is  n o rm al fight- 
j ing w eigh t to m e e t T erry ,  and  the  
I  affair took place a t  Madison Square  
I G arden. New York. W h en  E rn e  en- 
j te red  th e  r ing  he looked like a con
sum ptive. H e  had  d a rk  r ings  a round  

I his  eyes and  his ap p e a ran c e  was so 
p it iable  th a t  if t l ie re  had  ^ e e n  a 

1 boxing com m ission th e n  the  bout 
j would probably  have  been  called off 
I  before a blow had been  struck.
I P oo r F ra n k  w as too w eak  to  even 
; ra ise  a glove and he w en t over in the  
I th i rd  round. At his own w eigh t he 
j  would have  b ea ten  McGovern deci- 
' sively in all probability, 
j A few m o n th s  la te r  a f te r  McGovern 
' and  Joe  Gans m e t  in Chicago. It 
I  was a n o th e r  hand icap  m atch , Gans 
: h av ing  c o n trac ted  to m a ke  a  w eight 
j  which robbed him  of all h is  fighting 
] force. I t  could be seen  from  Gans'
' ap p ea ra n ce  th a t  he  did no t have 
m uch fight in him and  as  the  bout 

j p rogressed  i t  could be seen th a t  he 
'h a d  no need  of any. It was probably 
' a case of “w h a t ’s th e  use ,” but any- 
! bow th e  affair was a sw indle  and 
I  McGovern won a f t e r  Gan.g gave a 
i clum sy in itia tion  of a cham pion be
ing  knocked out. Y ears  a f te r ,  Gans 

' to ld th e  story. T h ese  a re  s im n^ '
; some of the  evils th a t  a r ise  fr^Cii 
: th e  m ak ing  of hand icap  m a tches .  
W ith  a un iform  w eighing and  a regis- 

■ te r  of f ighting w'eights, handicap  
I m a tc h e s  could easily  - be frowned 
down.

How She Got Even.

Mrs. Brown, te lephon ing  to  a 
. fr iend  one m orning, h appened  to 
say;

i  “ I h av e  such  a bad sore  th ro a t  I’m 
[a fra id  I can n o t  go to  t h a t  d in n e r  par- 
Ity to m orrrow  n ig h t .”
I J u s t  th e n  so m eth in g  w en t  w rong 
j v.'ith the  connection , and  she  h ea rd  a 
s t ra n g e  voice b reak  in; 

j “G argle  your th r o a t  w ith  cooking 
soda, an d  I th in k  you will be able  to 
go to your d in n e r .”

“W ho is th i s  sp e ak in g ? ” a sk ed  Mrs. 
Brown, s ta r t led .

“ Oh, t h a t  you will n e v e r  know ,” 
an sw ere d  th e  voice.

Mrs. B row n w as  g rea t ly  am used  
an d  decided to  t r y  th e  rem edy. H e r  
th r o a t  im proved, and  sh e  w e n t  to  
th e  p arty .  D uring  d in n e r  she  chanced  
to o v e rh e a r  th e  g en t lem an  opposite  
sav  to  h is  ne ighbor;

“ I h ad  an  a m u s in g  experience  th e  
o th e r  m orn ing . I w as  te lephon ing  

la n d  th e  w ires  b ecam e crossed. I sud- 
'd e n ly  h e a rd  a  la d y ’s voice say : ‘I 
! have  such a  bad th ro a t ,  I sh a n ’t  be 
I  ab le  to  go ts> t h a t  d in n e r  p a r ty . ’ Ju s t  
ifo r  fun I b roke  in and  said : ‘G argle  
y o u r  th r o a t  w ith  cooking soda, and 
vou’ll be all r ig h t . ’ T he  la d y ’s voice 
in  rep ly  so u nded  r a th e r  surprised . 
I w o n der  if she  took  m y advice.

Mrs. B row n w as  g rea t ly  tem p te d  
to  revea l  h e r  Iden tity  a s  th e  hero ine  
of th e  episode, b u t she  decided she 
could g e t m ore  fun a n o th e r  way. She 
m ad e  care fu l  Inquiry  of h e r  h o stess  
as  to  th e  g e n t le m a n ’s full n am e and  
a d d re s s  and  n ex t  m o rn in g  called him 
up. W h en  he  an sw ered ,  she  sa id :

“I ju s t  w an ted  you to  know  th a t  
I took  your advice, garg led  m y 
th ro a t  w ith  cooking soda  and  w as 
ab le  to  go to th e  d inne r .”

“W ho— w ho is  th is  speak ing?  
cam e  a n  a s to n ish e d  voice from  th e  
o th e r  end  of th e  wire.

“Oh, t h a t  you will n ev e r  know, 
an sw e re d  Mrs. Brow n laughing, and  
ra n g  off.—L ip p in co tt’s.

Som e m a rr iag es  m ay  be m ade In 
f leav en ,  b u t  m o s t  of th e m  seem  to  be 
m l d e  by th e  g ir l’s m other.

No w om an  Is a  pess im is t  go long as  
she  h a s  a  looking-glass.

Lots of golden opportunities won’t 
stand the acid test.

f  .

V - . - ’

MIKE D O N U N  '

Mike D o n l i n ,  t h e  c : i c - t i i r s  leading batter of the National League who Is 
looked upon as a future manage r of the Boston Nationals. The sale of 
Donlin to the Rustlers by McGraw of the Giants is declared by those 
close to the “Little Napoleon” to h ave been made with the intention of 
strengthening the Beantown crew ,  so that they could put a few  
crimps in the pennant aspirants o f  the Giants’ rivals.


