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Tovarich And The Tobacco
By JAY JENKINS 

In The ChiXTlotte Obsewet
RALEIGH - One Uttle rag-tag Coimnunist, who 

scarcely knows where his next theoretical meal is 
coming from, certainly can stand the State of North 
Carolina on its ear.

So it’s in order to conjure a tableau of the* future 
in the Tar Heel State, one that is purely imaginary.

The first hint that Tovarich had been invited to 
speak on the university campus at Chapel Hill came 
when a number of legislators suddenly filled the lobby 
of the Capitol.

“Another one’s been invited,’’ a legislator said 
darkly. “A festering Red sore,” said another. “A Red 
nest,” said another.

There was much milling around. At long last, the 
chairman of the trustee executive committee emerged 
from the governor’s office and said quietly, ‘"The 
speech has been cancelled.”

Great was the rejoicing. But over to one side, a 
stranger looked glum and shook his head sadly.

Don t believe I’ve had the pleasure,” said a leg
islator. “Smith, from the U. S. Department of Agri
culture,” said the stranger.

Then the stranger added, almost under his breaOi, 
“Tovarich was gonna talk about Russia’s plans to buy 
surplus tobacco.”

“You mean flue-cured tobacco.”
“North Carolina flue-cured, tobacco,” said the 

stranger. “Moscow isn’t interested in the Virginia or 
the Georgia leaf.

“Tovarich says they want only the Tar Heel va
riety. He says it’s something in the soil or atmosphere, 
a sort of rancid flavor.”

It seemed all at once that a rump session of the 
General Assembly had been called. All the legislators 
were talking simultaneously. Then the governor ap
peared, smiling at his office door.

“You can go home, fellows,” said the governor. 
“We took care of that little matter.” His smile 
changed into an expression of alarm, as the legisla
tors rushed toward him.

Only snatches of their torrent of words were de
cipherable. Phrases like “free speech” and “academic 
freedom” were spliced into shouts about “90-cent to
bacco” and “disappearing surplus.”

“Wait a minute now” said the governor, examin
ing the faces in the crowd. “Every one of you told me 
personally you didn’t want Tovarich to speak in 
Chapel Hill.

“That’s right,” said a perspiring legislator whose 
car carried a dacal reading , “Largest Tobacco Mark
et in the World.” The legislator added, “we want him 
to speak at East Carolina College.”

There was a lot of confusion. The governor said 
the trustees would “lose face” if they rescinded the 
ban, and a legislator shouted Ms county would lose a 
lot more if the ban stood.

The governor and the legislators finally went to 
the Hall of the House to talk some more. Smith, the 
Agriculture Department man, was quizzed at length. 
“Yes, Tovarich is a hard-core Communist—” be be
gan.

“Get on the tobacco angle,” shouted a legislator. 
Smith said that yes, Tovarich was ready to pay cash, 
for present and future orders.

“Governor, this talk clearly would serve an ‘edu
cational purpose’.” said a tobacco-county lawmaker. 
“This state is committed to education. Our boys and 
girls deserve the best. They can separate the wheat 
from the chaff when these Commies talk...”

“But, gentlemen, you passed the law giving the 
authority to the trustees, and they have decided that 
Tovarich has been invited only for the sake of con
troversy,” said the governor.

In the end, the governor capitulated. When the 
special session convened, the badge of the Easterner 
was his fur headpiece and the “Volga Boatman,, lapel 
pin. A section of U.S. 74 in Pitt County already had 
been named “Tovarich Drive.” Chowan County com
missioners decreed that henceforth shad roe was 
“Leningrad caviar.”

Tovarich’s speech was sparsely attended, and 
picketed by non-smokers protesting the section of the 
“open-end speaker law” that prohibited them from 
asking him questions. But he bought the surplus to
bacco.

Around The Campus

Student Directory Plans Made
The Circle K has arranged with 

Registrar Grogan to compile and 
distribute a Student Directory as 
soon as printing is completed. 
The club hopes to begin binding 
on Saturday and distribution in 
mid-week. There will be approxi
mately 1,500 copies of the direc
tory.

Scott MacMiliian announced 
that Circle K will have a coffee 
hour on March 9 from 11:30 to 
12:30 to entertain students and 
recruit interested male students 
for membership. The goal is 25. 
Free coffee and cake will b« 
served and door prizes will be 
given away.

Circle K is preparing now for 
the Carolinas District Convention 
to be held the weekend of March 
25, 26, and 27. They expect ten 
members to make the trip.

★ ★ ★
Harvey Murphy asks that all 

students interest^ in participat
ing in varsity tennis, track and

field please meet with him on 
Wednesday, February 23, at 11:30 
in C-109.

★ ★ ★
The Literary Club will meet 

Thursday, Feb. 24, at 2:30 in the 
right rear corner of the C. U. 
Cafeteria, to discuss material for 
publication in the next issue of 
the Parnassian, the literary and 
arts magazine of UNC-C. Stu
dents interested in writing or in 
submitting manuscripts for con
sideration are encouraged to 
come. However, any UNC-C stu- 
'ient, regardless of whether or 
not ae can attend meetings, may 
submit short stories, poetry, es
says, and art for the magazine. 
Manuscripts should be left in the
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Swain’s Charcoal 
Steak House

1800 W. Moreheod St. 
RESERVATIONS: 332-3414

13 BROS. TAVERN
thing, go
bettering„with

Dancing Nightly 
RESERVATIONS: 596-9985

!

tbt WORLD 
FAMOUS

Fine
Italian
Food

OPEniTUHEX
1318 W. Morehead St. 

Charlotte, N. C. 
375-7449

IVe Wish To Thank You 
For Your Patronage Of Our 

Vending Machines

UNITED SELECT FOODS
2838 Griffith St. Charlotte, N. C.

THE AMBER HOUSE
“Greek Salad And Charcoal Steaks’

Open 6 A. M. To 11:30 P. M.

5625 North Tryon Street

Telephone S37-2964

Ruth’s ^asliimT ^Iioppe
Exclusive Apparel

3D32 EASTWAY DR.
2 RUTH B. SELF CHARLOTTE S, N. C. |

Parnassian basket at the C. U. 
desk. For furth^ information see 
Dr. Ellis or Merry Marcotte.

A series of four'tapes by Dr. 
Paul Tillick, one of the outstand
ing twentieth century theologians, 
is being sponsored by the YMCA- 
YWCA.

The first “Liturgy and Art” 
was presented Feb. 22. The other 
three, “Interpretation of His
tory”, “Christology”, and “Dy
namics of Faith”, may be heard 
on March 1, March 8, and March 
15. The time for each presenta
tion will be 3:00 p.m. in the 
union.

The tapes were made -at David
son College during a. series of 
lectures by Dr. Tillick.

STUDENTS! 
Choose Your 
Own Hours

6 neat, aggressive young 
men needed for evenings 
and weekends. No ex
perience required — we 
train you. For interview, 
call Mr. Conder or Mr. 
Yoncy between 9;3D- 
11:30 A.M. at 375-7158.

C.V.A. Associates
1179 Commercial Ave.
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CHEVROLET
CO.

QUALITY
SALES

&

SERVICE 

710 S. Tryon

WsUflA SiDhSl now hos two (2) locations to better serve your
needs: 1500 Central Ave. and 3732 Coliseuni 

Center. We feature Conservative, Traditional, and Continental clothing toshione. Tra
ditional toshions are featured throughout the two stores. We solicit your patronage.

The Management


