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FRESHMAN PROBLEMS

(Continued from  page 1)

one is obtained only th rough  the 
init iative  and ambition of the in
dividual.  Many of us a re  able to 
accomplish a lmost any given task  
if we are  willing to ad ap t  ourselves 
to the requirem ents  of this ac 
complishment. W h at  be t te r  founda 
tion could there  be than  th a t  of a 
self-gained education? The knowl
edge and experience acquired 
th rough  one’s own ef fo r ts  will 
definitely  be a reliable  source for 
the more demanding and challeng 
ing prospects th a t  life may hold.

College Students and the Military  

Service

National policies and the world 
s i tuat ion  have made th is  the  h a rd 
est  period in recent  years  fo r  col
lege or d ra f t  age males in the 
United S ta tes .  They find it  ha rder  
to make decisions concerning their  
fu tu re  education, fo r  they  do not 
know whether  they will be a t te n d 
ing a  h istory lecture tomorrow or 
m aking  h istory in a d is tan t  coun
try .  Even if each of these s tudents  
f inishes school, where does he go 
from th e re ?  Should the individual 
s t a r t  into his chosen field, only to 
be d ra f ted  soon a f te rw ards  ? Should 
he enlist  ju s t  to ge t  his service 
over w i th?  I shall t ry  to point out 
some possible answers on the sub 
ject as I discuss some of the 
approaches to the problems.

F irs t ,  th is  college age male can 
find an inviting ROTC (Reserve 
Officers T rain ing  Corps) p rogram  
in a lm ost  any school he would like 
to enter .  This program  is indeed 
a t t rac t iv e  because it o ffers  a short  
cut to the h igher  ranks in the 
service. This p rog ram  sta tes  t h a t  
i ts  g radua tes  will be commissioned 
officers in some branch of service. 
“ Our g radua tes  will have excellent 
pay, q uarte rs ,  and will be ‘leaders 
of m en’.”

The people who make those 
s ta tem en ts  neglect to tell the p ros 
pective officers w ha t  the a t t i tudes  
of most service personnel toward 
them  will be. They will fo rg e t  to 
say  th a t  there  is a tendency among 
enlisted men to look on such an 
officer  as a "book t a u g h t ” soldier. 
There  will he a reluctance on the 
p a r t  of the enlisted men to follow 
an ROTC officer. Even the ir  su 
perior  officers may feel jealousy 
or contempt fo r  the schoolroom 
officers. In any case, the  ROTC 
officer will have to prove himself 
to both his superiors and subordi
na tes  before he is accepted as a 
leader.  The fac t  t h a t  a reserve 
officer is a  soldier for life is also 
a  drawback  to th is  course of ac 
tion.

W h at  happens if  the  s tudent  
does not finish the ROTC course 
fo r  some reason, and he is d ra f ted  ? 
I say  t h a t  t h a t  person will be very 
unhappy.  He will feel t h a t  his two 
or th ree  years  t ra in in g  should make

him a l it tle be t te r  than  the  average  
recruit .  This is not so; he will pull 
KP when his t ime comes. Guard 
du ty  will never pass him by be
cause he was once t ra in ing  to be 
an officer. However, his ROTC 
t ra in ing  will not be competely over
looked. His superior officers will 
look to him for a certain  amount 
of leadership in the  enlisted ranks,  
but they will show no special 
privileges fo r  any leadership he 
m igh t  produce. This man will be 
come one of the b i t te res t  of 
soldiers, and he will re sen t  his 
service completely.

The third ,  and possibly best, 
course of action is en trance  into 
the service immediately upon 
g raduat ion  from  high school. A n y 
one who follows th is  course will 
have no worries of  an in te rrup ted  
college education if  he decides to 
go to college. He will be be tte r  
able to evaluate  his aims in life 
and will go to college with a  clear 
idea of w h a t  he w an ts  from life. 
He will go to college with educa
tional,  not social aims,  and will 
make a be t te r  college s tuden t  be 
cause of this purpose.

Is College Worth While?

The most d ishearten ing  th ing  
about college life is the monotony 
of the  daily routine. In my case it  
is necessary to arise  a t  seven each 
m orning in o rder to a rr ive  a t  work 
on time. This is pa r ticu lar ly  hard  
to do a f te r  an evening of hard  
study. The lack of sleep becomes 
more pronounced as the week p ro 
gresses.  Remember how the  hy 
giene teacher  in high school em 
phasized the necessity of e ight  
hours of sleep? If  she could see 
me now!

My job enta ils  s i t t ing  behind a 
desk all day shoving papers  from 
one side to the other.  The boss 
th rows a  le t te r  in f ro n t  of me and 
says, “ Type t h a t  up to go out 
r ig h t  aw ay .” A gentleman comes 
in and asks if his ca r  has come 
in yet. Before an answ er can be 
given, the  phone r ings. The books 
don’t  seem to balance fo r  some 
reason. All of th is  on top of my 
lack of sleep!

Time fo r  school to begin. The 
psychology professor begins and 
immediately calls on me. “ Mr. 
Blank, would you give the class 
your opinion on the p roper  t r a in 
ing fo r  i n f a n t s ? ” Rem em ber?  This 
is supposed to be a snap  course! 
From psychology I go to social 
science. This is an in te res t ing  sub
ject,  bu t  so hard  to absorb. Now 
I am si t t ing  in English. I am 
wondering why I didn’t  t ry  a  l it tle 
ha rder  in high school in order th a t  
I m igh t  give a  correct answ er  once 
in a g re a t  while. This is my tough 
subject;  so I have to dig in and 
really study.

Finally, I am back home once 
again.  A f te r  I e a t  and read the 
paper,  i t  is t ime to study. I have so 
much homework to do and so litt le

time to do it in. None of it  can be 
saved for the day ligh t  hours be
cause there  is much work to do a t  
my place of employment.  I t  is m id 
n igh t  and my eyelids won’t  s tay  
open ano the r  m inute; so it is off 
to bed I go.

There is a lways a constan t  s tra in  
on my social life. The wife wants  
to know why we can ’t  go to a  movie 
once in a while. The church has 
ju s t  called and w an ts  me to come 
down and sing in the choir Sunday. 
This means th a t  I m ust  go practic? 
on W ednesday n igh t  a f te r  school. 
\  friend has ju s t  called and w ants  
the wife and me to come over for  
d inner some evening. How can I 
meet all these obligations ?

There  a re  a lways the financial 
difficulties encountered in going 
to college. I m ust  have a car  to 
travel between home, work, and 
school. There  is no g re a te r  expense 
than  driving an automobile . Rent 
and food are  certain ly  high these 
days, bu t  lucky for me my m other 
has a large  house. Even with the 
governm ent pay ing  me to go to 
school, i t  is expensive.

The pa r t- t im e  job I have isn’t 
entire ly  sa t is fac tory ,  b u t  I c an ’t  
complain too much. I am the  one 
th a t  wanted  to go to college. I am 
no g re a t  a sse t  to any company 
working ju s t  e ight  hours a day. I 
am using the job only as a  m eans of 
support  to get me th rough  college. 
The boss doesn’t like to catch me 
studying  on the job;  he is paying 
me to work not to study. T h a t  small 
check th a t  I d raw  once a  week is 
considered pay!

Despite the monotony of my 
daily routine, the  s t ra in  placed on 
my social life, and the f inancial 
difficulties encountered, I know 
th a t  college life is worth  while. 
My philosophy is “the best th ings 
in life a re  a lways the h a rd es t  to 
obtain.”

The Prime Purpose of College

Inconceivable though  it m ay 
seem to those  of us who believe 
th a t  the prime purpose of a t te n d 
ing college is to learn, people enroll 
a t  in s t i tu tes  of h ig h er  learning 
fo r  diverse reasons. There  are 
those who, a ttend ing  not of their  
own volition bu t  ra th e r  because of 
paren ta l  ambitions, t ru d g e  h a lf 
h ear ted ly  f rom  one classroom to 
another.  Others, tak ing  college ed 
ucation fo r  g ran ted  because of 
a ff luen t  families, worry  more 
about the ir  school wardrobes and 
the ir  f ra te rn i t ie s  and sororit ies 
than  about acquiring  an education. 
Social life, as well as ath letics,  is 
of course, an in tegra l  p a r t  of col
lege life, bu t  both become d e tr i 
m ental when overemphasized. 
Then, too, there  a re  the few who 
attend  merely fo r  the  sake of h av 
ing a college affil iation.

I am g ra te fu l  t h a t  I honestly 
believe I do not belong to any of 
the  aforementioned groups,  fo r  I

came to college solely and unequiv 
ocally to s tudy and learn. The 
expression “ The l ight of lea rn in g ” 
has been used over and aver  again.
I like to th ink  of learn ing  as a 
l igh t—a ligh t  which illuminates 
our lines with in terest ,  depth, and 
understanding.  Sometimes I th ink  
of life as a  long da rk  corridor. A 
new-born child is born into this 
u t te r  darkness,  bu t  with  every 
f ra g m e n t  of learn ing  a  new ligh t  is 
tu rned  on. J u s t  how bright,  in te r 
esting, and enjoyable we m ake  our 
lives depends on each of us and to 
w ha t  depth  we a re  able to learn.

Yes, I came to college to learn. 

To me th is  does not mean studying 

with a  minimum of e f fo r t  in order 

to secure a barely passing  grade. 

Moreover, it  does not mean s tu d y 

ing fo r  high grades.  While 

zealously s t r iv ing  fo r  A ’s m ay  a p 

pear  commendable, I believe lea rn 

ing th is  way is superficial.  One 

re ta ins  a potpourri  of unrela ted  

facts  until  a f te r  the final exams 

and then  proceeds to fo rge t  most 

of w ha t  he has learned. Also, the 

g rades  themselves m ay  become so 

im p o r tan t  t h a t  the real reason for  

lea rn ing  may be lost. The f inal w’ay 

to s tudy  is simply to l e a r n : th a t  

is to unders tand  the subject as 

thoroughly  as possible, to correlate  

the  facts,  and to feel t h a t  every 

th ing  learned is ano ther  step 

toward  a goal. In study ing  in this 

m anner,  g rades  a re  incidental but 

logically should rem ain  well above 

average.

To conclude, while a t  college. I 

shall endeavor to learn  as much 

as I can about as m any  subjects as 

I can in o rder to make my life more 

full and more in te res t ing  con tra ry  

to w h a t  some believe, lea rn ing  need 

not be prosaic. I t  can open the 

door to fa sc ina t ing  discoveries and 

can lead to exciting m enta l  a d 

ventures.

RHO G A M M A  ALPHA

Recently  elected officers of the 
Rho Gamma Alpha Sorori ty  are 
as follows:

P res iden t  P a tsy  Hartse ll

V ice-President Joanne  Hovis

Secre tary  Ju n e  Sherrill

T rea su re r  M ar th a  Voyles

These girls ,  along with the  other 
members who a re  Betsy W’ilson, 
Margie  Clark, and Kanela  May- 
danis , a re  m aking  big p lans for 
the rem ainder  of  the  term.

Along with a work p ro jec t  an 
informal social is planned for  the 
new girls  who a re  in te rested  in 
jo in ing the  sorority. Mrs. Hoyle 
is facu lty  advisor.


