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SCENES A N D  IMPRESSIONS 
FROM A T Y P H O O N

The following: descriptions a re  
d raw n from personal experience. I 
shall a t tem p t  to re la te  them as 
vividly as they a re  etched into my 
memory.

A typhoon is the suprem e m an i 
festa t ion  of the awesome forces 
of  na ture ,  expressed in mediums 
of wind and tide. Separately ,  winds 
or tides a re  necessary functions 
of na tu re ,  experienced by all bor- 
derinj; a rea s  of the seas. Combined 
in m easures exceeding? normal 
velocities and heig'hts, they expend 
energies stag'g'ering- to the im agina 
tion.

My experiences took place on the 
seventh of September, 1953, in the 
South China Sea. I was serving; 
aboard  an a i r c ra f t  carriei-. My 
duties  did not involve seamanship;  
so I was free  to w ander  about as I 
pleased. Thus, I was f ree  to observe 
the storm.

The most noticeable of  the early  
sto rm  symptoms is the irreg-ular 
chop of the restless surface.  The 
usual soft rhy thm  of the rolling sea 
is lacking, and in i ts  place is an 
increas ingly  savage, whipping mo
tion.

Overhead, the sky takes  on a 
m enacing brooding appearance.  
D ark  f ra g m e n ts  of t a t te re d  clouds 
race  across the horizon in unceas
ing number. Thick banks of mois
ture- laden  clouds pile up, quench
ing the sun in a heavy mantle.  
Darkness approaches a t  an as 
tonishing ra te ,  and soon only 
sporadic flashes of l igh tn ing  il
luminate  the spectacle. Gusts of 
wind, changing  in a  m a t te r  of 
moments from fresh  to angry ,  
herald the  f i r s t  drops of ra in  th a t  
a re  soon to become a blinding to r 
rent.

W ith  a shudder,  the ship tosses 
sp ra y  from her  ports,  and n a tu re  
begins her  mighty  a ssau l t  upon 
m an ’s innovations.

F ro m  a squall,  the  s torm has 
g row n to n igh tm are  proportions. 
M ountainous waves loom ag a in s t  
the  horizon before smashing 
ag a in s t  the sides of  the ship. Upon 
impact,  fly ing  sheets of  sp ray  leap

FIELD TRIP

Plans a re  now being made for a 
Zoology field trip .  The tr ip ,  if 
made, will come off sometime in 
May. Dr. Hechenbleikner and his 
class are now debating  about 
whether  they w ant  to go to W ash 
ington or to Carolina Beach.

No m a t te r  where the t r ip  takes 
the class I ’m sure t h a t  it  will be 
very in te res t ing  fo r  all the s tu 
dents. Dr. Hec, one of our f inest 
professors ,  a lways conducts an in
te res t ing  and educational trip.

I ’ve been on a  couple of field 
t r ips  with our magic old Doctor, 
and I ’ve enjoyed all of  them. H ere’s 
hoping, however, th a t  Dr. Hec 
decides to take  this y e a r ’s Zoo 
class to W ashington for  a visit to 
the wonderful zoo up there.

into the a i r  and d isappear  into the 
to r ren ts  of  s lashing ra in  t h a t  pour 
from all sides. J ag g ed  s treaks  of 
l ightn ing sh a t te r  the blackness in
to s ta rk  images t h a t  blind the 
eyes.

Again and again ,  the ship reels 
under  the s torm 's impact.  I t  s ta g 
gers  to regain  its  balance, only 
to be smashed down again.  The 
huge propellers race madly as they 
l i f t  f ree  of the  w^ater. Steel plates 
and f ram es  groan  the ir  pro tes t  
aga ins t  the s t ra in  and  tw is t  ap 
plied to every joint.  Antennae  bow 
before the scream ing fu ry  of the 
wind.

An occasional glimpse of tumbled 
horizon intensifies the feeling of 
unsteadiness. Movement is nearly  
impossible unless one is supported 
by clinging to nearby  objects.  The 
mind is aw are  only of the su r 
rounding tumult.

N a tu re  has reached its  height 
of primeval fu ry ,  which fo r  long 
hours to come will continue.

Gradually ,  as the  tem pest  begins 
to subside, g ra y  l igh t  seeps into 
the damp sky. Rolling seas once 
more become gentle. The sto rm  has 
passed, leaving in its wake a  sense 
of re f reshm en t  and a  moment of 
pause before the new day begins— 
A moment of  thankfu lness  and re 
lief.

P IC N IC

Our s tuden t  government has 
made plans fo r  a social a f fa i r  on 
May 21st. The g e t- toge the r  will be 
in the form  of a  picnic. The s tuden t  
government has not yet decided 
upon a place for the picnic. When 
th is  decision is made it  will be 
posted on the school bulletin boards. 
L e t ’s all keep May 21 open so th a t  
we can back this y e a r ’s las t  social 
function.

BLOCK C

A new club has been s ta r ted  
down here a t  Charlo t te  College, 
and I ’m sure  t h a t  it w'ill be one 
of the most active o rganizat ions 
of our school. The club t h a t  I ’m 
speaking of is the recently  formed 
Block C Club of Charlo t te  College.

In o rder to be a m em ber of this 
clul), one m ust  have been an active 
m em ber of the Charlo t te  College 
basketball  team for a t  least  4̂ of 
the baskett>all season. The studen t  
m ust  m aintain  a  passing  average  
to be a member of the Block C. 
The Block C will t ry  in every way 
to represen t  Charlo tte  College in 
the h ighest  manner.

Coach Buddy Smith will act  as 
adviser  of the club. A project is 
now being worked on by the  m em 
bers of the Block C. Members of 
the club will receive le t ters  for 
their  paritc ipa t ion  in basketball.  
The boys t h a t  a re  to receive letters  
this y ear  are as follows: Rea H in 
son, Neal Broome, John Kilgo, Bob 
Russell,  Slade Joyner ,  J im m y 
Brady, Raeford Brown, and Johnny  
Culp.

K A L E - L A W I N G  C O .
"Complete  

Office Outfi tters"  

227 S. Tryon Street 

Telephone PR 7 -2641

M A H A T M A  G A N D H I

(Continued from pag'e 2)

bioj^rai)hy. Tht* diff icult  Indian 

names made reading ra th e r  slow 

a t  t imes a lthough this is no fau lt  
of the  a u th o r ’s. I realized from 

reading- th is  book how d if fe ren t  a re  

E as te rn  and W estern thinkinf; and 

livinK. Perhaps  th rough  more hooks 
like th is  the E a s t  and W est m ay  

come to unders tand  each o ther and 

all the world may one day live in 

perpetual  peace. I f  there  were more 
men like Mohandas Gandhi, this  

peace between nations and peoples 

could probably be a tta ined.

— Marline Midose

C O M M E N C E M E N T

The baccalaurea te  service for the 

1955 jiraduatinft  class of  Charlo t te  

Colk'Ke will be held a t  St. J o h n ’s 

B aptis t  Church on Sunday  even
ing, Ju n e  5 a t  7:45 p.m. Dr. 

S tew ar t  A. Newman of the South 

eas te rn  B ap tis t  Sem inary  will 

preach the sermon.

The g radua t ion  exercises will be 

held in the Centra l  High School 

Auditorium  on Ju n e  0 a t  8:15 in 

the evening. Mr. Carl G. McCraw, 
P residen t  of  the Union National  

Bank will be the  speaker for th is  

occasion.

Don T rap p  and Robie Howard 

will serve as m arsha ls  for both oc

casions. All s tudents  a re  cordially 
invited to both commencement ex

ercises.
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