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Sweet Se.i
I f  one has  ever studied the  ge ­

o g raphy  of South America, he will 
no doubt have come in contact with 
th e  r iver  t h a t  flows a lm ost across 
the  en tire  width of th is  continent. 
The  name of the  r iver  is the A m a ­
zon; It is the widest r iver  in the 
world. I t  was ear l ie r  named M ar 
Dulce by the  Indians, m eaning 
Sw eet Sea, to us F re sh  W ate r  Sea.

The  Amazon is more than  a 
r iv e r ;  it is a  floating  sea, about 
tw enty-five  hundred  miles long, 
(leologists say  t h a t  once it  was an 
a rm  of the  ocean cu tt in g  South 
America into two large  island.s and 
connecting the  A tlan tic  and Pacific 
Oceans. L ater ,  when the Andes were 
created, the  R iver’s western  end 
was cut off, and ra in  w a ter  flowing 
into the r iv e r  caused it to flow e as t ­
w ard  into the Atlantic  Ocean.

The r iv e r  a t  its mouth is more 
than  th ree  hundred miles wide, 
and here  the  fresh  w a te r  flows into 
the ocean a t  a  ra te  of sixty billion 
gallons per hour. This w ater ,  flow­
ing a t  such terr if ic  pressure , con­
t inues flowing for over a  hundred  
miles ou t  to sea: a t  some points a 
hundred miles from the m outh of 
the river, one m ay obtain fresh  
water.

Being the drain fo r  more than  
th ree  thousand square  miles of t e r ­
r i tory ,  the Amazon has over one 
thousand tr ibu tar ies ,  ten of which 
a re  la rg e r  than  G erm any’s Rhine 
River. H aving channels from  five 
hundred to one thousand feet deep, 
this netw ork of w a ter  is navigable 
for more than  tw enty-three  h u n ­
dred miles: thus an ocean-going 
vessel is able to sail from the A t ­
lantic to the Andes w ithout d iff i ­
culty.

From  the time of its creation, the  
Amazon has been the m as te r  of 
m an; no t  a  bridge, dike, levee, or 
dam has ever been constructed on 
this g igan tic  flowing mass. This 
river, being so unpredictable, m ay 
build an  island in one year, and in 
the n ex t  y ear  destroy it. People 
living on the Amazon are a lw ays 
in co nstan t  danger of being sw al­
lowed by this tremendous m onster .

As a re  all tropic rivers, the A m a ­
zon is infested with a ll igators ,  but 
it is unique in the fac t  t h a t  i t  has 
p i ran h a s—m an-eating  fish which 
can devour an individual in a  m a t ­
te r  of minutes. S tran g e  as i t  may 
seem, there have been sa l t  w a te r  
fish such as the  shark , ta rpon , and 
sailfish  found as f a r  as two thou ­
sand miles up the river. I t  is still 
a  puzzle to science how these sa l t  
w a te r  fish can survive in the fresh 
w a ters  of the Amazon.

T h u s  the Amazon, world in i t ­
self, is the r iver  of all r ivers , and 
rem ains an unsolved problem to 
hum an ity  no t  a  —“ Sweet Sea” .
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What W ill Your Grades Be?
Circle the correct juiswer, then look t)elo\v to see w hat  your  

grades will be th is  Fall.

Do you usually sit  in the front of  the class?

Do you prefer to work alone rather than with  
other people?

Are you try in g  to improve your reading skill? 
Do you have a study schedule?

Are you in the habit o f  looking up words not  
fully understood in the dictionary?

Do you take useful notes in class?

Do you like to take an exam ?

When you are tired or fatigued, do you rest  
before you study?

Do you try  to take courses in which you are 
interested?

Do you have a regular t ime and place for  
study?

Do you skim over your ass ignm en t before you 
study it?

Do you try  to use w hat  you have learned in 
your daily experiences?

Do you have confidence in your ability to re- 
rememlier ?

Do you stop fre<iuently during your studying  
and make yourse lf  recall the th in gs  you are 
learning?

Do you take f ive m inute breaks aw ay from  
your studies whenever you f ind your attention  
w aning?
Do you frequently rew rite letters before m ail­
ing them?

The ability to study or learti correctly is o f  prime importance  
in college or business. A ny  Question that you answered no to, 
except numbers 2 and 16, may be an area in which you can 
improve. To find out what your grades will be count the total 
number of  yes  answ ers  that you have and compare them ' ' i th  
the table below.

Yes No 1.

Yes No 2.

Yes No 3.
Yes No 4.

Yes No 5.

Yes No 6.

Yes No 7.

Yes No 8.

Yes No 9.

Yes No 10.

Yes No 11.

Yes No 12.

Yes No 13.

Yes No 14.

Yes No 15.

Yes No 16.

T A B L E  FOR “W H A T  WILL Y O UR  G R A D E S  B E ”

1 to 6 D to F
6 to 11 C to I)

11 to 14 B to G
14 to 16 A  to B

T h e  H i s t o r y  Of  C h a r l o t t e  C o l l e g e
PA R T  ONE

The term ination  of World W'ar 

II released hundreds of young 

N orth  C arolin ians from the ir  mili­
t a r y  obligations and perm it ted  

m any  of them to commence or con­
tinue  the ir  fo rm al education on a 
college level. The passage  of the 
Servicemen’s R eadjus tm en t Act 
(Public  Law 346) and the  Federal 

Kducational R ehabilita tion P ro ­
g ra m  (Public  Law 16) by th e  Con­

g re ss  of the United  S ta tes  in ­
creased  the  num ber of young men 

seeking college t r a in in g  because the 
two acts  g ra n te d  allowances to  ve t ­

e ran s  who a ttended  schools or col­

leges.

In 1946, because of the  above con­

ditions, N o r th  C arolina  colleges had 
en trance  applications from  more 
s tu d en ts  th a n  they  could accept. 

S tu den ts  had to be tu rn ed  away 
because of ex is ting  inadequacies of 
in s truc to rs ,  c lassrooms, and dorm i­

tories. To m eet the  emergency, the 
N o r th  C arolina  College Conference 

and the  D ep a rtm en t  of Public In ­

s truc tion  began  th e  sponsorship of 
college cen ters  in C harlo t te  and 
eleven o th e r  N o r th  Carolina cities. 
These cen ters  were under th e  su p e r ­
vision of the  D irectorate  of E x te n ­
sion of th e  U nivers i ty  of N orth  
C arolina  and provided only f i r s t  
y e a r  college work. W ith  an enroll­
m ent of two hundred  an d  eighty-

seven studen ts  fo r  the  school year 
1946-1947, C harlo t te  College was 

the la rg es t  college center  in the 
s ta te .

Perm ission to o ffer  second year 
college work was g ra n te d  to C h a r ­
lotte  College Center in November 
of 1947. This permission was the 
resu l t  of a  request made in J u ly  of 
1947 by Dr. E lm er H. Garinger,  
S u p erin tenden t  of C harlo t te  City 
Schools, to  the  s teer ing  committee. 
The addition of second y ear  work 
caused the  enrollm ent of Charlo tte  
College C enter to  become la rg e r  
th an  the  enrollm ent of all o ther 
College Centers combined; th ree  
hundred  and  fou r  s tuden ts  were 
enrolled in Charlo tte  College Center 
in the  fa ll  of 1947.

W ORKING T H E IK  WAY
(Continued f rom  page  2) 

calorie. A t Duke I ra n  across a 

d i f fe re n t  solution to the problem. 

T here  is a place up  th e re  t h a t  lets 

you have all the  vegetables you can 

e a t  with your meal. The method 

is to eat  only once a  day. One fel­

low became so adep t  with this 

method th a t  he found th a t  he 

could fill up each tim e he w ent 

home and not ea t  fo r  two or th ree  

days upon his re tu rn .

There  a re  two o ther  places of 

eat ing  o ther th an  the ones the  col­

leges l is t in th e ir  catalogs. A popu­

la r  place a t  the U niversi ty  of Cali­

fo rn ia  is the  automobile. The s tu ­

den ts  stop by a su p e rm ark e t  and 

pick up some bread, milk, p eanu t  

b u tte r ,  and  a l ittle  fresh  fru i t .  

E v ery th in g  except the milk will 

las t  fo r  about a week. The average  

cost is about f i f ty  cents per day. 

Then, there  is th a t  old s tandby  of 

every college. The ho tp la te  in your 

room which is used to w arm  up 

som ething good— like a  can of pork 

and beans.

Clothing fo r th e  woman s tu d en t  

can prove quite  a  p ro b lem ; bu t  the 

average  male can g e t  by with a 

good suit, a  spo rt  coat, fou r  pa irs  

of t rousers ,  seven good sh ir ts ,  and 

two pa irs  of shoes for the  en tire  

fou r  years  as his basic wardrobe. 

This would be subject to the cli­

m ate  the college is located in and 

m ay  requ ire  such items as an over­

coat and several sweaters.

The m ajo r  cost in clothing is not 

in itial b u t  upkeep. A t M. I. T. some 

of the boys have a schedule. E very  

o ther time th ey  have th e ir  clothes

dry  cleaned. In  between d ry  clean­

ings th ey  wash them  in th e  sink 

and press  them  by a combination 

of sleeping on them  and then  h a n g ­

ing them  up to  let the  smaller 

wrinkles h an g  out.

W hen it  comes to  the  problem of 

she lte r  the  m ajo r i ty  of our college 

s tuden ts  a re  not so resourceful. 

They usually  sleep in dorms, board ­

ing houses, or an y th in g  else a p ­

proved by the  college.

However, th e re  is one gentleman 

who found a  w ay  a round  th e  prob­

lem. I w on’t  give the credit  of h av ­

ing him to any  college, b u t  I will 

show his method of improvement. 

W hen he decided to go to college 

he bought himself a  secondhand 

Nash, the  model w ith  a  sea t  th a t  

converts into a bed, and a Y. M. 

C. A. membership. E very  n igh t  

a f te r  school he goes down to the 

“Y ” and does a  few  push ups, chin 

ups,sk ips rope,shaves,  showers, and 

changes into th e  clothes he’ll wear 

the  next day. Then he goes to  the 

public l ib ra ry ,  which stays  open 

until  nine p. m. and studies until  

the l ib ra ry  closes. His nex t step is 

to eat  and  drive  the ca r  to  a ne igh ­

borhood where  it will be inconspic­

uous and re tire  fo r the  night.

All th is  a  p a r t  of a  course which 

is not t a u g h t  in any  college b u t  is 

learned by all. We only hope th a t  

ten years  f rom  now our respective 

colleges will be able to point 

proudly  a t  th e ir  a lumni as ano ther 

example of th e  p a radox  th a t  the 

only people who can live happily  on 

a  thousand  dollars a y ear  a re  those 

m ost likely to  m ake  ten thousand.

P ro o f o f the  P u d d in g
We judge  a  knife by i ts  abil i ty  to 

cut, a pudding by its  tas te ,  and a 

college by the  men and women it 

g rad u a tes .  These a re  a few of the 

proofs of th e  pudding  from  some 

of the s tuden ts  I have known a t  

C harlo t te  College.

Steve a lw ays said t h a t  he never 

would have s ta r te d  college if  it 

h a d n ’t  been for th e  convenience of 

being able to a t te n d  a  college n ear  

home. He found th a t  C harlo t te  Col­

lege was easier th an  he had ex­

pected it to  be. G ran ted ,  th e re  was 

lots of work to  be done b u t  Steve 

found th a t  as long as he did his 

w ork ; he m ade  a  m ajo r i ty  of “ A ”s. 

A f te r  com pleting  the tw o-year  p ro ­

g ra m  a t  C.C., he t r a n s fe r r e d  to 

W ake F o re s t  w here  he was elected 

Ph i  B eta  K appa. N o t so long ago, 

Steve and J a n e  decided to  g e t  m a r ­

ried. I was fo r tu n a te  enough to be 

able to  a t ten d  the ir  w'edding. I m et 

a  la rg e  num ber  of Steve’s class­

m ates th e re  f rom  the Bowman G ray 

School of Medicine t h a t  Steve is 

now a ttend ing . W hen th ey  found 

th a t  I p lanned  to  a tten d  C.C., they 

were unan im ous in th e ir  p ra ise  of 

th e  l it t le  College. I f  I had  had any 

idea of C.C. being  a  scholastic 

handicap , i t  was dispelled by ta lk ­

ing to these  men, who were honor 

g ra d u a te s  of a lm ost every well- 

known college in the  country.

L a te r  when I talked  to Steve his 

answ er was typical of the  answ ers 
I have  received from  alm ost tw en ­

ty  men, who have a ttended  C.C. 

and a re  now a t  la rg e r  colleges. “ If 

you can m ake  good a t  C.C., you 

can m ake good anywher-e and I 

th ink  you’ll f ind  it  eas ier  to get 

a  good s t a r t  a t  C.C. and then  t r a n s ­

fe r  to a la rg e r  college th an  you will 

to  s t a r t  a t  a  college aw ay  from 

home w here  you have to a d ju s t  not 

only to college bu t  to a change of 

env ironm ent as well.”

There  is an o th e r  a spect  of C.C. 

g rad u a tes .  Those who have to work 

long and  h a rd  to  ge t th ro u g h  col­

lege. Tom was one of those. He 

d idn ’t  have a G. I. bill, a  scholar ­

ship or p a ren ts  to  help him. His I.Q. 

w asn ’t  spec tacu la r  b u t  he knew 

w here  he was going and  he went. 

He said t h a t  i t  was h a rd e r  to move 

a ton  o f  d i r t  th an  a ton of coal, and 

he knew because he’d worked with 

both of them. Sometimes he would 

have to  qu it  fo r  a lmost a y e a r  in 

o rder  to  m ake  enough money to 

s t a r t  again .  He d idn’t  w a i t  fo r  edu­

cation to come to him. He w ent to 

education. He fough t  college like an 

opponent in the  ring . A t  f i r s t  it 

seemed a losing batt le , most of his 

g rad es  were  “ D”s bu t  g rad u ally  

alm ost too g rad u ally  they  began to 

rise. A “ D ” became a  “ B ”, a  “ C” 

became an “ A ” , and  Tom was on 

his way. I t ’s not so h a rd  now, Tom 

has his B.S. and  his good grades  

and de te rm ina tion  have secured for 

him a position th a t  is a  long way 

removed from  the  red clay in which 

he used to work.


