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Book Review

Moulin Rouge
Hy KONNIK SH l'M ATp;

Collegian F eature  E ditor

M O UM N K()U(;K is a bioRiaphy 

in the form of a novel, of the  life 

and loves of the famous P>ench 

pa inter ,  Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec.

Lautrec  was descended from  a 

loHK line of well-to-do ancestors. 

His fa th e r  was also among the 

elite.

Henri fell down a s ta ircase  a t  

the fam ily ’s sum m er mansion and 

broke one of his legs. A f te r  si.x 

m on ths’ recuperation, he slipped 

and fell again, b reaking the just-  

mended leg as well as his o ther  leg. 

H en r i ’s legs failed to grow along 

with the res t  of his body, therefore  

sending him through life as a 

m idget  of  sorts.

As a  child L autrec  had am azing  

ability as an ar tis t .  This love fo r  

any  and all fo rm s of a r t i s t ry  grew  

until i t  became alm ost an obses­

sion. F^inally, Henri shocked and 

disappointed his pa ren ts  by a n ­

nouncing his intention to make 

pa in t ing  his profession.

Henri moved to a fourth -f loor  

a p a r tm e n t  in the M ontm artre  sec­

tion of gay  Paris.  He launched 

h imself on his soon-to-be i llustrious 

career.  In the a r t i s t s ’ school he 

a ttended  he met Vincent van  Gogh, 

the tall, red-headed Dutchman. The 

two became fa s t  fr iends and re ­

mained so fo r  years.

L au trec ’s yearn ing  fo r  love led 

him to the  brothels of M ontm artre ,  

where he come to know all the girls 

in these houses.

H enri’s moral s tandards  fall 

lower with each new disappoin t ­

m ent  in love. He tu rned  from  the 

bottle  to  the brothels and back 

again .  His life seemed to be a suc ­

cession of disapopintm ents,  until 

one n igh t  he met Marie.

Marie was lonely and being 

chased by “ les gendarm es .” She 

moved into H en r i ’s a p ar tm en t ,  

where  she loved him as he had a l ­

ways yearned to be loved. Henri 

bought clothes for  he r  and took 

he r  out on many occasions. She 

would often tease  him about  his 

deform ity ,  which sent him into f i ts  

of rage. He would send her  aw ay 

and then roam the  s t ree ts  and 

alleys looking fo r  her to ask  her 

to come back to  him. The “ a f fa i re  

d ’a m o u r” between Henri and Marie 

came to an ab ru p t  end when Henri 

m et Myriame.

The a f f a i r  between Henri and j  

M yriame was destined from the ■ 

very  beginning to  come to a  dis­

a s t rous  end. Henri m et th rough  a ■ 

very  close friend of his who was [ 

a  dancer in the “ Moulin Rouge.” j  

Henri fel in love with  her  a lm ost i  

immediately, a lthough knowing j  

t h a t  she could never love a cripple. 

He was able to love Myriame in ' 

his own fashion, but she, with all | 

her  charm  and beauty, could never 

stoop to  loye th is  little crippled '

I c rea ture ,  who loved her  so well.
All the  while, H e n r i ’s fam e as a 

p a in te r  was grow ing  by leaps and 
bounds. He had painted some 
poste rs  to advertise  the Moulin 

 ̂ Rouge which were quite shocking, 
I to say the least,  to the m ajor i ty  
t of Paris ians .  These posters, among 

the f i r s t  to be prin ted  in color, soon 
became the ta lk  of the  town, and 

i insured L au t re c ’s fam e as an 
a r t is t .  Henri also did m any  por ­
t r a i t s  of the brothel g ir ls  as well 
as the m any o ther  aspects  of 
M ontm arte  life. These pa in t ings of 
the  everyday lives of the lower 
classes a re  by f a r  the m ost famous 
of his works.

L au trec ’s life of loneliness, so r ­
row, and b i t te r  d isappointm ents  
came to an end in the home of the  
only person who loved him th rough  
all his t r ia ls  and t r ibula tions,  his 
deformity ,  his drunkenness,  and 
his association with the lower 
echelon of M on tm ar te ’s inhabitants.  
This person was his mother. 
H en r i ’s fa th e r  had disowned him 
upon his en trance  into the 
a r t i s t ry ,  thereby  leaving H e n r i ’s 
m o ther  to su ffe r  the  pains of his 
legs, heart ,  and mind along with 
him. H en r i ’s m other stood by him 
to the final, desolate, end, which 
came ear ly  in his manhood.

This novel, which was made into 
a movie, delved into the very  soul 
of this lonely cripple. I f  ever a m an 
yearned for love it was Henri de 
Toulouse-Lautrec. He had an  a l ­
most unquenchable, though vain, 
th i r s t  fo r  love.

I t  is th is  humble w r i te r ’s 
opinion th a t  this was a g re a t  
novel. This is probably not the 
opinion of the professional critics, 
but I make no claims as to  my 
ability as one. The movie, though  
very good, could not reveal the 
in tracicies of th is  l ittle  deformed 
pain ter .  I would recommend this 
book to  anyone who enjoys re ad ­
ing a  book which gives p leasure  
as well as a  lesson.

Collegian’s 
Top Ten Tunes

The Collegian’s list of the top 

ten tunes fo r  the month ju s t  con­

cluded includes the following:

1. Raunchy— Earnie  Freemon; 2. 

S ilhouettes— The Rays; 3. April 

Love— P a t  Boone; 4. All The Way 

— F ran k  S ina tra ;  5. You Send Me 

— Sam Cooke; (). Kisses Sweeter 

Than W ine—Jim m y Rodgers; 7. 

Chances Are—Johnny Mathis; 8. 

Honeycomb—Jim m y Rodgers; 9. 

Ja ilhouse Rock— Elvis Pressly ; 10. 

P re tend  You Don’t  See H er—Steve 

Allen; Most Beautiful: 12th of

N ever—Johnny  Mathis; Best Bets: 

26 Miles—The Four  Preps; Magic 

Moments— P e rry  Como; Most Rep- 

ititious: Honeycom b--Jim m y Rod­

gers.

Now we know th a t  this list will 

not meet with the approval of ev­

erybody; we would be sa tisfied if 

it  meets with the  approval of any ­

body. But, to the best of our ability, 

th is  is how the songs rated. 

Granted , we don’t  agree  with m any 

of the selections on the list,  but, so 

f a r  as we can tell, i t  is accurate.

Girl Of The Month

Miss January

Free Sa/k Polio Shots 
Are Still Available

All persons who took their  f i r s t  

two polio shots las t  sp r ing  and 

were due fo r  their  th ird  shot in 

December bu t  missed it, can still 

ge t  the th ird  shot if they  act im ­

mediately. Those persons who got 

the ir  f i r s t  shot in December are 

now due fo r  their  second shot ?nd 

should not delay in obtain ing  it. 

All shots will be given by the 

C harlo tte  H ea lth  D epartm en t a t  

i ts  downtown office.

S tudents  a re  urged to take  ad ­

v an tag e  of these  Salk shots as soon 

as possible. There  is no charge  fo r  

th is  service.

Interview: Jon Bass —
Student Council V. P.

By G EO K CE KILLOUGH
Collegian Assoc. E d ito r  

Jon  Bass is one of the  very m a ­
tu re  young men whom the  studen ts  
o f  C harlo t te  College have elected 
to rep resen t  them  in the ir  school 
governm ent.  Bass, 19 years  of age, 
is vice president  of the studen t  
council.

He was g rad u a ted  from  C entra l  
H igh School in 1956 a f te r  holding 
a num ber  of honors and offices. A 
very  m odest young man, he was 
re lu c tan t  to ta lk  about himself,  a t  
any length  bu t  when prodded, he 
mentioned hav ing  been president  
of his homeroom, a m em ber of the 
E ng ineer ing  Club, and a  m em ber 
of the  Dance Committee. “ I was 
m ost  honored by being on the 
Dance C om m ittee ,” he said; “ I 
don’t  know how I ever made it.”

Bass is employed by Precision 
P a r t s  Company in a pa r t- t im e  ca ­
pacity .  His job is d ra f ting .  “ And 
detail w ork ,” he hast ily  added;
“ tak in g  care  of deta ils  t h a t  no one 
else will take  care  of.”

Besides his s tuden t  council work, 
he is s e c re ta ry - t re a su re r  of Sigma 
Lam bda Chi, the  C harlo t te  College 
F ra te rn i ty .  As fo r  hobbies, he says | 
t h a t  school is the only th in g  he has ' 
t im e for, aside from  work—and a

certain  girl.  He took a  p icture  from 
his wallet  and th rew  it  on the table. 
“ Her name is Mary Alice A lexan ­
de r ,” he volunteered. He did not 
volunteer an address and telephone 
number, however.

W’hen asked about  his ambitions, 
he shrugged , saying nothing. His 
philosophy of life can be summed 
up in two words, u t te red  in a 
m at te r -o f - fac t  tone of voice: “ Rat 
Race.”

Upon the completion of his Pre- 
E ngineer ing  curriculum a t  C har ­
lotte College, Bass plans to join the 
United  S ta tes  Air Force this sum ­
mer. The Collegian feels t h a t  the 
Air  Fo rce ’s gain will be the col­
lege’s loss.
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Miss Patty Hill
Miss P a t ty  Hill, our Miss J a n ­

uary, is a  petite and vivacious 
blonde whose c h e e r f u l  smile

DOROTHY McAl l ist e r  
CHOSEN F. T. A, HEAD

(Continued From Page 1)

Church of Chris t  and the special 
education classes in some of the 
g ra m m a r  schools in Charlotte. This 
t ra in ing  is invaluable to anyone 
considering becoming a teacher, as 
to m any minor but im portan t  
it subjects the student instructor 
phases th a t  would not be tau g h t  
in regu la r  teachers school. A t the 
same time a g re a t  and satis fy ing  
service is being performed, a  ser-

brightens the day fo r  \v 
students . Miss Hill is a grad 
of Centra l  High School.

vice th a t  is beneficial to  the cl 
dren and the school system a 1 
rew ard ing  to the instructor.  Ai . 
McRorie and Gay Hinson are 
p resent in th is  type  of work. M s 
McRorie is a s s i s ta n t  instructor 
the special education classes f 
Dilworth School, and Gay Hins n 
is helping out a t  E lizabeth  Scho 1.

The FTA of C harlo t te  Colie- e 
welcomes any one in te rested  n 
teaching to the ir  organizatio  i. 
Anyone in terested  in jo in ing shou d 
contact Miss Mary Denny f' r 
details.

Poet’s Corner
Edited By Hal Kelloms

Poems This Issue, In 

Order. By Charles Couch.

Martin Hill, And 

George Killough k
Evening,

The tim e when all is still.

As if every th ing  were dying. 

A tim e when so f t  shadows 

Blanket sound.

Sum m er evening, which 

L ifts  the hea t  of day,

When tree  sentinels guard  

The moist coolness which 

Vapor-like se ttles 

On the  ground.

Late  evening,

When day-tired  people 

Give one las t  th ru s t  

Of energy

Before le t t ing  dark  sleep 

Bathe them with youth. 

Evening,

Quiet,

Slow.

A haven to separate  

Noise and s treng th .

Lit tle Susie 

L ittle  Susie Sillis later 

caught herself  an a ll igator  

Less than  f if teen  m inutes later,,  

no more Susie 

’g a to r  a te  her

Things t h a t  C harlo tte  College 

needs:

Friend ly  words and gentle  deeds;

Tons and tons of pa rk in g  space;

A w arm  and cozy smoking place;

For  ou r  basketball  team , more 

support

As they  come thundering  down 

the court

Toward g re a te r  and g re a te r  

victories;

Time fo r  more activities;

Time fo r  work and tim e fo r  play.

F o rty -e igh t  hours in every  day;

And when all is said and done,

A real live owl to  call our  own.


