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Photography Hints Are Given 
For The Weekend Snapshooter

BY GEORG EKILLOUGH

Because of considerable comment 
about our last  column on photog 
raphy, we are following- it up with 
another. The purpose of this 
m onth’s article  is to give some 
helpful ideas to people with simple 
cameras.

It is not necessary  to own an 
expensive cam era  to make in te r 
esting, commendable pictures;  
indeed, fine equipm ent helps the 
photographer  and g rea t ly  increases 
the versa ti l i ty  of  his medium, but 
a box camera,  util ized to the u t 
most, can produce photographs 
th a t  are superior in most  way:? to 
those made by an expensive m a 
chine in careless and inexperienced 
hands.

From the foregoing, one would 
g a th e r  t h a t  the secret of making 
good pho tographs  lies in the skill 
of the pho tographer ,  w ha tever  tool 
he may use; fo r  a cam era  is, f i r s t  
and last,  a machine; it  is a  fa ith fu l  
slave, obeying every command of 
its m aster .  I t  has no brain,  no soul, 
no discretion or discrimination: 
these a t t r ib u te s  m ust  be possessed 
and used by the  photographer.

Most Brownie owners a re  in te r 
ested in one type of picture: 
p o r t ra i ts  of the family. I t  is in te r 
est ing  to note, in passing, th a t  we 
ra re ly  see any a m a teu r  e f fo r ts  in 
the f ram e  on top of the piano, but 
ra th e r  professional p o r t ra i ts ;  yet 
more film is now being sold to the 
snapshooter  th an  ever befoi'e. The 
reason is obviously t h a t  the week
end pho tographer  has not yet 
learned to make a t t rac t iv e  pictures 
th a t  a re  worthy  of display with his 
simple tool. I t  is our mission to 
make suggest ions th a t  m ay remedy 
th a t  si tuation.

The composit ion of a  picture is 
som ething th a t  defies description
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or definition; let us be content to 
say  th a t  it  is the  relative a r r a n g e 
m ent of subject m a t te r  within the 
picture. The object is to place the 
main subject in such a m anner 
th a t  it is not crowded but occupies 
enough space. I t  sounds simple, 
but it is a big order.  The a m a teu r  
po r t ra i t  shooter would do well to 
place the head of the subject in 
the upper  ha lf  of  the picture about 
nalfway between the top and the 
center  so t h a t  the eyes fall  on a 
line about one th ird  down the 
frame. The best advice in regard  to 
composit ion is to s tudy some good 
pho tographs  —  even pa in t ings— 
until  the knack to r  this difficult 
phase of the medium is acquired.

In pho tographing  a person, 
careful a tten tion  should be given 
to the background, a detail which 
is so often completely overlooked. 
A c lu t tered  or d is t rac t ing  back
ground behind a perfectly  good 
subject m ars  the picture; g re a t  
care  should be taken to select a 
background th a t  is as simple as 
possible. The sky is an excellent 
backdrop, but to use it a low 
cam era  angle  is usually necessary. 
Grass generally  serves well as a 
ready made background; w a te r  is 
ano ther  good possibility. The point 
is this :  the subject deserves all 
the a tten tion  without  having to 
compete with a  background th a t  
catches the v iew er’s eye a t  f i r s t  
glance. It goes without saying, of 
course, th a t  an experienced oper
a to r  can use various backgrounds 
to c reate  d ifferen t  moods, but the 
beginner would do well to keep 
the;n as simple as possible.

When using a simple camera,  one 
m ust  bear  in mind t h a t  there  is no 
way of focusing the lens; in m an u 
facture ,  the in s t rum en t  has been 
pre-set to cover a  field f rom  about 
six fee t  from the cam era  to infinity 
(as f a r  as the eye can see). With 
th is  limitation, the photographer  
m ust  rem em ber  t h a t  everyth ing
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within this field will be in reason
ably sharp  focus; if  the cam era is 
b rought  too close to the subject, 
a sha rp  image will not be reg is 
tered. But a t  six feet,  a lmost the 
entire  f igure  of the subject is 
taken in; there  are t imes when it 
is desirable to move in closer. 
Most simple cam eras are designed 
to accept a supplem entary  close-up 
lens which a lmost any cam era  
dealer  can supply. I t  is wise to take 
the cam era a long when m aking 
this purchase. Such lenses a re  in
expensive (between a  dollar and a 
half and th ree  dollars) and con
siderably enlarge the scope of a 
box camera.  But one m ust  be 
careful;  once the supplem entary  
lens is in place, the field of focus 
no longer extends to infinity; the 
da ta  sheets th a t  comes with the 
lens will give all necessary in for 
mation. A careful est im ation  should 
be made of the distance between 
cam era  and subject and care  should 
be taken th a t  this distance coin
cides with the recommended dis
tance in the d a ta  sheet.

The next  consideration is th a t  
of l ighting. Direct sunlight,  con
t r a r y  to popular  belief, is not the 
most desirable p o r t ra i t  lighting. 
While sunlight  m ay be used very 
effectively, it is ha rsh  and hard  on 
the subject; it gives s t rong  h igh 
lights and very  deep shadows and 
expressions t h a t  a re  generally  
strained. The ideal illumination 
prevails when there  is a very  s light 
overcase and lighting  is so f t  w ith  
indis tinct shadows. I t  is no t  neces
sa ry  to be concerned as to whether  
the l ight is s t rong  enough; modern 
snapshot  f ilms have speed to burn.

The beginner should pay careful 
a tten tion  to the angle a t  which the 
light s tr ikes the subject 's  face. Fo r  
women and children the  angle  
should be closer to head on, bu t  
fo r  men, ch arac te r  lines m ay  be 
emphasized by a more angu la r  
l ighting. Backlighting  ( the  sun 
behind the subject,  bu t  not directly  
behind) is the  m ost  d ram atic  of all 
types of l ighting,,  but the Brownie 
e n thus ias t  s h o u l d  t read  with 
caution; a  lit tle experim entat ion  is 
the best guide.

Posing is probably the most d if 
ficul t  consideration in the photo 
g rap h in g  of hum an beings. There 
is a  divers ity  of opinion among the 
best-known professional photog
raphers  as to w he ther  a subject 
should be posed or caugh t  un 
aw ares  by the  camera.  There is a 
g re a t  deal to say  on both sides. 
Posed subjects can be exceedingly 

i s t i f f  and artif icia l,  bu t  the  candid 
j  approach can resu lt  in miles of ex- 
I posed film. One should consider a 
! compromise between the two m eth 

ods: the subject should be placed 
; in a  favorable  se t t ing  in a  general 
' so r t  of  pose, preferab ly  with the 

body par t ia l ly  turned to one side 
r a th e r  than  head on. The usual 
commands of “ hold i t ! ” or “ say
cheese!” are worth  l it tle to most 
photographers .  The subject should 
be engaged in conversation, his 
consciousness of the cam era  allevi
ated. The pho tographer  m ust  be 
fo rever  on his g u a rd  to catch the  
fugitive  expressions t h a t  a re  so 
character is tic  of the subject.

Enough has  been said to give
the reader  some ideas. He should 
now dust  off the  Brownie, p u r 
chase two or th ree  rolls of film,
take  the family  to the p a rk  (or 
backyard)  on a Sunday af ternoon, 
and seek out the  creative  approach 
to snapshot  photography.

C. C. Stu(dents Invite(d 
To U. N. C. Open House

The following- is a le t ter  to the ('oilejrian from The School of Med
icine, The Universi ty  of North  Carolina:

“The Physical Thei-apy D ep a rt 
m ent of the  N or th  Carolina Me- ' 
morial Hospital  in Chapel Hill is 
having’ “ Open House” on W ednes
day, Feb ru a ry  19 from  2:00 to 4:30 
p.m. and cordially invites all s tu 
den ts  and faculty  mem bers who are 
in terested  in the subject to a ttend. 
There  will be guided tours  th rough

35 Students 
Make Fall 
D ean’s List

Dean’s List  fo r  the fall q u a r te r  
of 1957 has been released by the 
office showing two s tuden ts  with 
“ A ” averages  and •'!.'! s tuden ts  with 
“ B” averages .

The following s tudents  made the 
D ean’s List:  “ A ’s ” John  Earl  Bal
lard, Lore t ta  Ann Young. “ B’s” 
E ssa  Jam es  Bishara, David Louis 
Bohannon, William P. Calvert,  
William Wesley Clayton, Charles 
Leslie Cruse, Vickey Reece Eagle, 
A r th u r  C. P'arris, R ichard Vernon 
Fuller ,  A lbert  J.  (iarmon, Jim  M. 
Gulley, Jam es  Rodney Hicks, Mary 
Gayla Hinson, Blake P. Hudson, 
W ayne  Lee Kenimer, Johnny  Mc
Kinley Kirby, David Nixon Little, 
F ra n k  E ar l  Lownam, Robert
Eugene  McCathern, Albert  Osborne 
McEntire, Clifford McLean, J r . ,  
Tommy Clark Miller, Roger E d 
ward Palmer,  Pa tr ick  Newton 
Parker ,  Alan Edward Pressman, 
Thomas J.  Reddeck, William Louis 
Riley, Robert  (ilenn Robertson, 
Harold Schwartz,  Ju l ia  McManus 
Spurrier ,  Jacob L ightsey Wallace, 
Amzie Reid Wentz, T erry  Eugene 
Wilkinson, Charles B ogart  W yatt .
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the departm en t ,  dem ons tra t ions  in 
the use of various pieces of e(iuip- 
m ent and the ir  application in the 
t rea tm e n t  of patients .  Members of 
the faculty  of the Section of P h y 
sical T herapy  will be available to 
answ er  questions regard ing  the 
p rogram  as offered by the U n i 
versity.

“This open house is in conjunc
tion with the observance of 
PH YSIC A L T H E R A P Y  W EEK 
which has been designated  by Gov
e rnor  L u the r  Hodges as the week 
of F e b ru a ry  17 in the S ta te  of 
North  Carolina. This recognition 
of the profession is designed to 
acquaint  the cit izens of the S ta te  
with physical theiai)y ,  w ha t  it  is, 
the services lendered  to members 
of the community and the  s ta te ,  
and p rog ram s available in North 
Carolina fo r  Physical T herapy  ed 
ucation.

“The U niversi ty  of N orth  Caro 
lina now offers  a p rogram  for 
Physical T h erap y  education. This 
is a four  y e a r  college curriculum 
leading to a  Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Physical Therajjy. This 
p ro g ram  is designed to educate 
qualified th e rap is ts  to meet the 
growing  demand th ro u g h o u t  the 
s ta te  and is open to both men and 
women.

“ Groups p lanning to a ttend  are 
asked to send a post card to the 
Physical T herapy  Dejiartment,  
North  Carolina  Memorial Hospital, 
Chapel Hill, to inform them of the 
num ber  of persons p lanning to a t 
tend and the a jiproximate  t ime of 
a r r iv a l .”

Cordially yours,
M arg a re t  L. Moore, Director
Curriculum in Physical Therapy
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