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+> BOOK AND JOB PRINTING <

| —OF ALL KISDS—
Executed in the Best Style-
AT LIVING PRICES. |

Our Job Printing Department, =~
with every.necessary equipsent,
is prepared to turn out every va.
riety of Printing in firsticlass =
style. No botch-work turned
out from this office. ~We dupli-
cate the prices of any legit}mate

establishment; -

Strong, steady nerves
Are nceded for success
Everywhere. Nerves
Depend simply, solely,
Upon the blood.
Pure, rich, nourishing
Blood feeds the nerves
And makes them strong.
The great nevve tonic is
Hood's Sarsaparilla,
Because it makes-
The blood rich and
Pure, giving it power
To feed the nerves.
Hood’s Sarsaparilla
Cures nervousness,’ ;

Dyspepsia, rheumatism,
Catarrh, scroiul,
And all forims of

are a source of comfort. They
ere a source of care, also.
If you care for your child's
health, send for illustrated
book on the disordersto which
chillren are subjeet, -and
which Frey's Vermifuge
has enred for 50 years.
Ope betile by mail fur 25 centi
E. & S. FREY,
Baltimore, Md,
—

‘CABARRUS SAVINGS BANK.
Capital Stock, $50,000.

Collections a Specialiy.

Prompt = Remittancss = Gaaranteed.

| T

We want your business however small
or large. Interest paid on
_ time deposits. -
JAS.C.GIBSON, D.F.CANNON,
Cashier, Presideunt,
Feb25—-1y

LowRates West
Texas, Mexico, Califor-

nia, Alaska, or any other
point, with free Maps,

write to - -
FRED. D. BUSH,

District Passenger Agent,

CEOUISVILLE & NASHVILLE R. R,

Court of Final Apypeal.

When a case is referred to a
court of fingl appeal ifs decision
is irrevocable. When you have
lost all hope, in your own case,
of being cured of Rheumatism or
ar any disease caused by impnre
blood, try Africana.

Aflicana cures Positively.

%

Africana cures perma-
nently.
Africana cures perfectly.

Africana cures quickly.

Read what a prominent Atlanta
Broker writes us:
AFRICANA COMPANY :

I was attacked with Rheuma-
tism in my, feet and knee joints,
was induced to try Africana, and
after using five bottles prescribed
and not using rny other remedy
or treatment during use of AFRI-
CANA. I now regard myself as
free from Rheumatism.

Yours truly,
J. M. PoxpEu.

80ld by P. B. Fétzer, Marsh Drug Co., and
. D. D. Johuson.

Caveats, and Trade-Marks obtained and all Pat-
ent business conducted for MoperaTE FEES.
'OQUR OFFICE 1S OPPOSITE U.S.PATENT DFFICE

$and we can secute patent in less time than those
| gremote from Washington. : .

) Send model, drawing or photo., with descrip-
ltion. We advise, if patentable or_not, free of
ycharge. Our fee not due till patent is secured.
purer, " How to Obtain Patents,” with
bcost of same 'in the U.S. and foreign countries
psent free, Address,

'C.A.SNOW& CO.

} Opp. PATENT OFFICE, WaSHINGTON, D. C.
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A new and useful device which every fam-
iy witl buy is sold only throuzh local agents.
Stmple and strong: can be pug up anywhere;
securely holds rope or wire; instant adjust-

. ment and removal of line; no props necded
Sells.on slght. Popular price. Agents want-
w1 everywhere. Exclusive territory. At-
tructive terms.  Premlums and profit shar-
ng Anyone may become agent. Sample
pair, by mail, 25¢c. KELSO NOVELTY CO,
%28, Locust 8t., Philadelphia.
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NOTICE !

- Price ofl Wood Reduced.

Wewil! pay for good’ cord wood £1.50, from

CANNON MFG. CO. |

February ist,
Jan. 2).—4w.

NOTICE.

1+ hvreﬁ}' given that T purchased at Sher-
IT's sale for taxes on May 3, 1807, The Con-
=tord Mining Company's land, consisthng of 5
acres, near Concord, adjoining W. J. Mont-
gomery sl others, and if not redeemed at

the €xpiration of the year, will demand deed
for the snine, L L MONTGUMERY.
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A STORY OF MYSTERY.

BY FERGUS HUME.

Copyrighted by the Author.

CHAPTER VIIL
The drama of ‘‘The Prodigal Son"‘
was enacted over again when Ireturned !
to Marshminster. My aunts had great- |
ly resented my sndden departure for Par-
is and announced that they this time
intended to keep me with them for
some weeks. I had wo objection to this
arrangement, ns I anticipated a long
and laborviouns task in ferreting out evi-
dence against Felix.  The first thing to
rm all that had taken
place in my absence, nud the: informa-
tion was ably sopplied by Aunnt Jane,
seconded by bier sister, 1ingnired about
Briarfield and Lis fiavcee,
“Bellin IIall is to” Lbe shut up next
week, '’ sald Aunt Jane. “*Tho Bellins
are going to towy aml with them Mr.
Briarficld, ”’ ‘

“I wonder they staid here so long
when the season was en in London, ™
said Aunt Sophia, “‘but it wus all that
foolish Mrs. Bellin.  2he chose to-cop-
sider herself i1l and soinsisted npon re-
maining here. Now she c#n’t resist the
attractious of town Jife any'longer and
goes text weok, "’

“*She has to arrange abont the wed-
ding, Sophiny, You know it takes place

in July, I wonder if My, Felix Bria--
field will be lLack in tHme to bo Dbest
man.

“That 1 can safely say is iimpossible, ™’
said I dryly.

“But why?"' exelaimed both the old
ladies, scenting news.

“Well, he has goue to Italy and from
there goes 1o the east, " I answoeied, an-
willing to tell the tvath. 1 don’t see
how he cau riturn in time for the wed-
ding if it rakes place in Jaly. ™

My female relatives looked signifi-
oantly at one another

“YWhat did I tell yon,, Sophia®'’ said

Aunt Jane, in a tone of suldeoed ti-
nmph.

““Yes, gister, you ore rielt," sighed
Sophia, shaliug hop head, *DMoor young
man! I thonzhit mavEcsdf b Tuved (3]

W ho loved Oiixfias™" i av e

“Felix Brinvficl]d, ™ seid Auut Jana
“When his ' Lrothay went 1o Aq
he was alv y
loved her T} ot
at that, as che i3 so Looutilsl a ghek
But he beliay i =

“He was nnable’ to hoor the sighs
his brothor's Lozl 1 A :
phia sentimentatly, “*Foor yuung wzal
I have no doalbs Ljs i i
actually left JMarshmaicsier |
brother arrived from: Amcil
spare himseif the pninfal s
happinzess. ™

I saw by this cowvossation that
surmise was correet- 10t Lo oo
love with Olivin while L. bzotber s
in Amecriea, and goit i
not to give Ler np fad Cov o tee Bl
of passing hime ¥ o7 0 b TR e
this in his micd the | i
and pretonded to Siny th
peared to Marsinni: i

i, L
I

O 05 0

(i their

leging nn earlicr 1ot
an exense. When v
ed, Felix asked bLin

wueis realiy retaany
to Le cr i o
8o as to rid If of lis Lzctliced

24 !

or to moetely
tell, Lat at ull cvont
murdered, aud I i1
Felix was worally guily
The sappression of the luiiers, t
stitution of , binewif o5 Frooe s weqg i

desterous manner.in wihich Lo bl rid
himsclf of the corp=c, @ wii1ire 14
rick’s theory, all ghowed o thae 1
a dapoerous and| rockicss pan ta deg
with.  Bat afterthe lover wayia whied
he had Laftied nie in Sosls byt
his naine Iwwas|prepayed for

himself so far that Bo ool pot Craw
rback and was cougs
by crin e in order ta Lols
sition.

He was golug totown with ihoey
intentien of evading L Lol
thought }
at tht lotel des Empngos | | e gait
abandoned all idea of nli

- Pope Moyt
Eat for Mo

&1 ] - i 1= 1
that, deceived L tha o Jda

affair.
tainly haveidone so. New 65
gaw the matter in t ]
I did I was debezminen . 03,
resolved to give vo b hiis to
When he joft ) brerneses 1 eontd
pursue 1y ingni b loisu Almady
I had becn too rash o rovoadiszg my ia-
tentious, Tir Laod T ot wicciidae ]y
journey to Puris Polix venll not ho
been put e bis guond sl bdiiced me:
adroitly, ’

lix wos passing Thsolf off a9 hor luver,
With such preof I ecculd stop the mar-
riage immaodiately, but preforrod towait
antil T gainod further evidence impli-
cating him in the mnrder of Lis
brother. I believed Merrick's theory to
be trme and quite expocted tofind that
Felix had ridden cut to the Fen iun {for
the purposc of hiding his brother’s body
in ene of the btog koles.

“By the way, '’ I e=ked Aunt Jane as
wa parted for the night, “'Lew coes
Miss Bellin leok? Like a Lappy bride,
eh?"’

| thought.

I hed at oot gained partant
piece ~f fuformmatign vidch dn §teed
wWas Eu ent to. brick off the matels. |
The passcngor Het of the Qonlapsd proved
conclusively that Ironeds Lod oo rencl
o Englanad Lefove the € of June, ad
-thig shovwn to Qliviaaronld ehow that Fe-

bring myself to believe that she knew
the truth. If she did, she was as bad as
Felix. :

“‘She must think that he is really
Francis and that Felix is in Paris,” I
‘‘Surely she would not will-
ingly go to the altar with a man whom
she knows to be a villain. No! He has
thrown dust in her eyés and made her
believe what he pleases I must save
the poor girl from such a fate. Perhaps
in spite oft ontward semblance she in-
stinctively feels that Felix is not Fran-
cis. Women have their instinets. I
kmow of no other reason why she shonld
look pale and ill.''

My cogitations were cunt short by
Aunt Jane knocking at the door and
telling me not to waste the candles. I
was used to these little idiosyncrasies
of my aunts, so I answered that I was
going to bed and put out the light at
onpe, but the rest of the night was pass-
edlin a wakeful state Truly I had a
attack of detective fever.

or the next few days I kept very
gujet, as I was nnwilling to rouse the
suspicions of Felix. At length my aunts,
who entertained no suspicion of my de-
signs, informed me that he had gone to
London with Mrs. and Miss Bellin.
The coast now being clear, I ventured
outand began to work ont my carefully
d plans.

{In the first place, I went to Bob Fun-
dy to hire a horse. It was my intention
toiride out to the Fen inn and thorongh-
ly examine the rooms, as I fancied Fe-
lix might have hidden the corpse in the
house. From Fundy I gained a piece of
jexpected information. ]

‘“Want to ride to the Fen inn, sir,”’
sald pe, scratching his head. ‘‘Why,
whatever's come over that old ruinf
Every one secms to be going there. "’
““What do you mean, Fondy?”

“First Mr. Briarfield and now youn,"*
said Fundy. *'Blest if I can understand
it, though, to be sure, he rode there at
night, and you go in the daytime."’
“Did Mr. Priarficld go to the Fen
inn at night?"’ I asked, seeing I was on
the eve of learning something impor-
tant. I -had not forgottem Merrick’s
theory.

“‘That he did, sir. He rode there two
pights over a week ago."’

“‘Carious, '’ said I, with assumed care-
lessness. ‘‘It is not an attractive place.
I dare say he only rode a little way ount
of the town.”’ |

““No, sir,”’ said Fundy decisively.
““He went to the Fen inn. He told me
g0 himself, as I noticed his horse was
done up. Look here,'” added Fundy,
opening his daybook. ‘‘See, on the
10th of June he had a horse and cn the
11th. Both at night and did not retarn
till midnight. "’

I mounted my horse and rode away,
thinking deeply. If Felix had gone to
the Fen inn on the 10th, then I felt
sure that he had actually murdered his
brother. Hitherto I believed that Strent
was the guilty party, but now, thanks
to the evidence of Fundy, I saw that
Felix had committed the crime. He
had also ridden to the inn on the 11th
in order to coficeal the body. Merrick's
theory was thus proved to be correct
Link by link I was putting the chain
together. I had proved that Francis
had not arrived in England till the 6th
of June and so made certain of the
identity of Felix. I had discovered that
«Felix was at the inn on the fatal night,
and also that he kad concealed the body.
Now I wished to discover how the mur-
der was committind.

The Fen inn was quite deserted and
as evil looking &3 ever. In spite of my
searching, I discovered no signs of the
dead body of my friend. The clothes,
which I had seen folded on the chair Le-
gide the bed, were also gone, and there
was not the slightest thing left to excite
suspicion,

“‘He must have hidden the body in
the marshes,”” I thought after a vain
search. “‘I'll see if he has left a trail.”’

Struck by the feasibility of this idea,
I went out at the front door and exam-
ined the ground. Itwas moist and mud-
dy owing to the incessant percolation
of marshy water. The path leading from
Marshmipster was marked confusedly

less to lodk for a trail in that direction.
Locking from the door of the inn, the

' | path trended to the right, but on the

left, where there was no path, I noticed
hoof marks; alse that the lush grass was
trodden down.

‘‘Here is the trail,”’ eaid I, mounting
my horse. “‘‘He took the body to the
left. *’

Following the trail carcfully, and it
was plainly discernible owing to the
dampness of the ground, I rode straight

Following the trail earefully.
out for some considerable distance. The
spungy marsh jetted black water under
the feet of the horse, and it seemed as
thongh I were in danger of being bogged.
Nevertheless, as the trail continued in
front of me, I followed it. Where Felix
could go I could follow. He had evi-

“By no means,”’ replied my aunt sol-
emnly. ‘‘She looks ill and miserable
But .that T know this marriage witl
Francis is a love mateh I should say she
disliked the idea of becoining his wife.”

“No doubt,'" thought I, ‘‘no doubt
Olivia mistrusts Felix already.”

I said good night to my elderly rela-
tive and went off to bed Instead of
turning in, I lighted my pipe and leaned
out of the windew, thinking deeply.
Could it be possible that Olivia had dif;-
covered tho imposture? If so, why did
she tamely submit to marry a man
whom she must know was guilty of his
brother’s and her lover’s death? More-
over, if she was assured of this, she
must also have corndemned the deception
at the Hotel des Etrangers. Her con-

duct seemed strange, yet 1 could nok

e v - X

dently placed the body of his brother
| across his saddle and ridden with it in
this direction. I wondered at the nerve
[-of the sconndrel.
| Unexpectedly the trail turned off at
' right angles and led toward a broad
pond of water slimy and sullen in ap-
| pearance. On the verge of this the trail
ceascd, and'then I knew that I saw be-
fore me the tomb of Francis Briarfield
Into these black waters the murderer
had hurled -his viotim, and doubtless
if the pool were dragged the body would
bo found. This I determized to do be-
fore taking farther steps in the matter.
““Then, Mr. Felix Briarfield,” saidl,
riding back to the inn, '‘then we will
gee how much your astuteness will avail

i)
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< It was late in the afternoon when 1

with horses’ hoots, so it was quite use- |

got back to the inn, and the cold vapors

of the marsh made me shiver. As I am

subject to rheumatism, I was afraid of |
futore sufferings, so, having some bran-
dy in my flask, determined to light a
fire for the purpose of heating water
and comforting myself with a hot drink.
There was plenty of fuel about, and I
bhad matches in my pocket. I began to '
rake the dead ashes cut of the dining'
room grate when I disturbed an oblong
piece of flint, which rattled onto the
hearth.

All ideas of lighting a fire wero for-
gotten as I stood with that in my hand.
It was an arrowhead. Ihandled it gin-
gerly, for I knew well that if- was
steeped in poison, and that with this
Francis had been murdered.

I saw at cnce what had taken place.
Felix had arrived and had gone up to bis
brother’s room. Holding the flint with
the razorlike edge outward, he had
shaken hands with his brother and so
wgunded him! A guarrel had ensued,
but Francis, not thinking he was poi-
soned, neyer dreamed of his danger.
Then he had fallen dead, and Felix,
placing the body on the bed, had re-
turned to the dining room and flung
the poisoned  arrowhead into the fire
The most astounding thing was that 1
had not been awakcned by the outery
of Francis, but I suppose I was quite
worn out by iny walk and in too deep &

gleep. Nevertheless it was strange that
I had heard neither the arrival of Felix
nor the stroggle which musg Liave taken
place. Possibly I had beenu drugged.
With this damning picce of cridence
in my pocket, wrapped up in pupcr, for

back to. Marshminster, wondering how
Felix had hit upon such a teribly in-
genious fashion of removiug bis Troth-
er. So farasI knew, ke had not traveled
much and would not be likely to have
any savage weapons in his possession,’
yet he could not have owned a flint or

rowhead in the ordinary run of things
This puzzled me greatly.

I returned the horse to Fundy with-
out making any remarks, and thorouzh-
ly tired out went early to rest, still
puzzling over that arrowbead. Defore
dawn I solved the mystery. In the cu-
trance hall of the Bellins' housc o per-
fect armory of savage weapons was or
rayed -against the wall. Thor: wor
clubs, arrows, bows, mats and grinen s
heathen gods. Doubtless Felix, I'now-
ing the arrows to be poisoned, Lad tek-
en the flint head of cne in order 10 put
his brotber to death. As earlyas 1
could I went to Becllin Haull to satis{y
myself on this point.

The hall was a show place, us it pos-
sessed a fine picture gallery, so I hud
little difficulty in gaining admission
from the woman in eharge. Roquesting
permission to examine the warriorliik
implements patterned against tho Lull
wall, I narrowly olserved the nrrows
It was as I thought—one of the arrows
was missing, and Felix had stolen it in
order to kill his brothter. I did noi tale
much interest in the pictures after sach
a discovery, and the talk of the Louse-
keeper fell unheeded on my ears. [Ii-
nally I gave her a sovereign and left the
bouse, impatient to Le alone cnd think
over my discoveries.

I had now sufiicient evidence to prove
that Felix had killed Francis aid suf-
ficient to ywarrant having him arrested.
I the pool were dragged, the bedy would
be found with the ragged wound of the
flint arrowhead on' the right bhand. 1
could prove the finding of the arrow-
head in the ashes and how it had been
taken from Bellin Hall. Fuudy conld
give evidence to Felix having taken a
horse to the Fen inn on the 10th and
also on the 11th. And altogether the
evidence against Felix wes clearly saffi-
cient to hang him. Still I did cothing
rashly, and before taking further pro-
ceedings returned to London to consult
Merrick. His advice, I knew, world be
judicions.

CHAPTER IX. |

Dr. Merrick was delighted to sce me
-again so gpeedily and assurad me that
he had thought of nothing clso laut the
lope inn crime. The  peculinr circum-
stances of tho case fascinoted him preat-
ly. ‘‘Decidedly I ehould Lea detective, ™
be said laughingly. . ‘I have bLewrin-
venting all kinds of theorics in coneee-
tion with this matter. By the way, my
idea of searchiug thé shipping list was
a good one.”’

“‘Excellent. You received my letter?”

“Idid, with much pleasure. SoFran-
| gis did not arrive in England until the
6th of June?"’

““No! Therefore it was Francis whem
I met at the Fen inn, whko was killed
by his brother, and it is Felix who now
pasres himgelf off to Olivia Eellin es
Francis. "'

“‘Does she not guoess the uposture

“No. 8o far as I can sce, she fhmly
believes Fe¢lix to bo Francia. Yon were
also right about the hiding of the

L2}

Oy

1R

““You don’t say €o?’" cricd Blorrick,
highly delighted. “*Did Fclix ride cut
to the Fen inn and hide the body, as 1
surmised?’!

‘‘He did. I have the cvidgnee of the
livery stable lkecper to prove that he
hired a horse o the 11th and did rot
return till midnight. ™

. “During which time ho disposed of
his brother’s body?"”’

“Precisely. Itracked his horse’s hoof
marks to the pool wherein I am con-
vinced the bedy lies Lidden. "'

‘‘Egad! You are a woudcrfnl man,
Denham. Did you have the pool drag-
ged for the body?”’

“Not yet. I wiched totell youall my
discoveries Lefore doing 0.’

““Many thanks. I am so interested in
this case that it is o great pleasure for
me to follgw it step by step. "’

‘1 wish no thanks from yon, Merrick, "’
said I heartily. ‘It is rather tlc other
way, as your reasonings have led me to
these important discoverics: First, that
Felix was in Paris; second, that 'rancis
did not arrive from Chile till this month,
and, third, that Felix himself hLid the
corpee. By myself I should nover have
discovered so much. But 1 have made
one most famous discovery.”’ )

““Yes? Ard that is?"'

I know how the crime was commit-
ted and by whom.”’

““You don’t say so!l’’ exclaimed Mer-
rick in much excitement. ‘‘Have you
seen Strent?”’ '

“No. It was not Strent who killed
Francis Briarfield.”’

“‘Yon don’t meun to say is was Rose
Strent?”’

“No. It was Felix himself.”’

Merrick uttered an exclamation of

| on the 11th.

I feared the poison for myscli, I rode |

surprise and remained silent for a few
minutes.
‘“But yom said yourself that Felix

. never came to the inh on that night,"

he objected.
““So I thought, but it appears that I
was mistaken. Fundy, the Hvery stable

. keeper, told me that Felix hired ahorse

from him oa the 10th and 11th of June.
On both cccasions be did not retorn till
midnight. Now, Francis was murdered
| on the 10th, and his corpse disappeared
Felix is therefore respon-
gible for both the murder and the con-
cealment of the body."

““That is purely circomstantial evi-
dence,’’ ’

Ilaid down the arrowhead on the
table.

““This is proof positive,’’ 1 said txi-
‘amphantly. ‘"With that piece of flint
Francis was killed.”
| ““Really,’ said Merrick skeptically,

picking up the arrowhead. ‘‘With such
.'n clumsy instroment ke riust have bup-
' gled the job considerably.”

| ‘*Not at all. Tiui arrowkead is steep-
ed in virulent poiscn. "’

{ *‘The demecel’” cried Merrick, drop-
ping it hastily. | ‘*Why did you not
warn me of its danger? 1 might have
cut myself and gone the same way as
poor Francis -Briavfield. How do yom
know the murder was so executed?"’

“I told you uabout the discolored
wound in the palm of the right hand.”

Merrick nodded,

“*Well,"” I continued, “‘that was thse
eause of death, as there was wveither
scratch nor vicleuce on ooy cother part
of the bedy. I picked up that arrow-
| head in the fiveplace of the dining room
of the Fen iun, where it had doubtless
been thrown Ly Felix after the com-
mittal of the crime,

“Where did he get the srrowhead?’

“‘'That is just what puzzled o for a
long time. Fortenately I remiembered
that the entrance to Bellin Hall wos
decked with a perfect aymoery of savage
weapons. I made an excuse of looking
at the picture gallery and so gained ad-
missicn to the hall.”

“Did yon find anything likely to con-
firm your suspicicus?"’

““Yes. I found that an arrow had
been removed {rom the wall. "

“How could you tell that?”’

““Becanse the weapons were arranged
in patterns, and one of the patterns was
incomplete. Morcover, on comparing
that arrowhead with thove on the wall
I found it was precigely similar in ap-
pearance. "’ -

‘““Humph, "’

said Merrick thounght-
fully. ‘‘There is only one deduction to
be taken from all this. Felix stole the
arrowhend, znd knowiug it to be pei-
soned rode to the Fen inn to kill his
brother. He is a elever seoundrel. ™’

“Very clever indeed, "’ I nuswerad dry-
lIy. “But for yon, Merrick, be wonld
have bafficd me altogother. '

1 think yon have him this time, " said
Merrick, laughing. ‘'Now, what do you
intend to do next#"’

**Have the pool dragged for the body
and Felix Briarfield arrested.”

‘Before deing so it wonld be advisa-
ble to find Nlose Strent or her father.”

“Why sor"’

“Becanse they only can give pesitive
evidence ns to the connnitial of the
crime. Feiling thom, Felix may slip
throngh your fingeys’

“They won't show
dence for their own sake.

“In that case they must befonnd and
foreed into confession, ™' said the deetor
quickly. “‘And what gbout Felix and
Miss Bellin®"’

‘““They erc now in town—DMrs. and
Miss Bellin in Swansca gquare and Fe-
lix at his chsmbors in Joomyn street. '’

**I wonder if Felix is still in conmu-
pication with Rose Strent,'" qgueried
Merrick half to himeself.

“It's not impossible. Whatever Rose
Strént was or is, she is not a waiting
maid, 1 Leliecve some guilty bond
unites the pair, and Rose assisted Felix
in his scoundrelly schemes ont of pure
love.”

“Havdly,”’ responded Merrick. “‘If
Rose loved Felix, sho wonld not assist
him to oorry Olivia, aud Ly renoving
Francis che cortainly did so.”’

“Haw wonld it do {o gcc Felix at his
chambers and bally him into confes-
gion?"’

““You woen't managoe that.
is too clever. "’

“‘He can’t do much against the proofs
in my posscssion.”’

‘““He'll-deny anything.”

“Atall eveuts, I'll try, Merriek, This
evening I'll call ¢n Felix and swear
that I am going to Lave him arrested
for the murder of his Lrother That
will bring him to bis knees. ™
4 Tt aniglht, and it might not. Better
look for Rose Strent. "’

“If any coe kunows where she i3 to be
found, it is Felix. [ecan't do better than
geo him,

*“Try it by all means, "’ gaid the doctor
doubtfully, *‘but I'm afraid you won't
get much eatisfaction out of him. TFirst
find Rose Strent, Lave the pool dragged
and the body found. Then, what with
the evidence of Fundy and that arrow-
head, you will have no difficulty in get-
ting a warrant for his amrvest. At pres-
ent Felix will simply order you out of
his rooms. ™’

““I'll run the risk of that," I answer-
ed and skortly afterward took my de-
parture.

I could not now complain of lack of
interest in my life. It took me all my
time to Lkeep the many details of this
case in mind. There was no doubt that
I bad already solved the mystery, and
that Felix was guilty of his brother's
death. Yct, as Merick said, it would
be necessary to find the body and thus
establish gonclusive proof of the crime
before the murderer corld be convicted.
When this was done, the evidence in
hand ywonld be sufficient to insnve his
condemuation For 1y part, I believed
that boe world be driven into a corner
and forced to confess his complicity in
the crime. =

Firmly convinced of this man's guilt,
I wus determined ho shonld not marry
Olivia. The crime had been committed
for her sake, and seeing that he had be-
haved in g0 cowardly a fashion it was

up cr give evi-

"

Your man

achieve his purpose. It was no use to
_warn Olivia as to the true character
~of Felix, as she firmly believed him to
| be Francis and wonld decline to believe

my story. Under these circuunstances 1
- judged it advisable to see Felix at his
chambers and warn him that I knew
all. Terrified by the predicament in
which he found himself, he might leave

‘on Felix. His rooms were in Jermyn

a fit retribution that he should not |

England, and thus Olivia would be
saved from lifelong misery. His punish-
ment for the crime wonld occur later
on, as, nofwithstanding his flight, he
could be arrested on the continent while
extradition treaties were in force.

After dinner I therefore went to call

street, and as mine were just around
the corner in Duke street I had not far to
go. -My visit was paid on the chance of
finding hiimn in, as I did not wish to put
him on his guard by notifying him of my
wigh for an interview. As the twins, in
spite of constant disagreement, occupied
the same rooms, I could not but wonder
at the nerve of Felix in coming back to
the apartments where every familiar
object would remind him of his fratri-
cidal act.

It was just at 8 o’clock when I reach-
ed the door of the chambcers. At the foot
of the stairs I found the caretaker en-
sconced in a glass box like an insect.
To him I addressed mysclf. He was an
old friend of mine and rather an oddity
in his way.

“‘Is Mr. Briarfield within?’

““Mr. Francis Briarfield is in his
rooms, "’ said the caretaker, ‘‘bmt Mr.
Felix is in Paris

Of conrse I gueseed that this wonld
be the answer and secretly admired the
dexterity with which Felix hed carried
out his plans. Dounbtless in the end, when
his brother did not return, or rather
when his pretended self did not reap-
pear, he would account for it by an ac-
cident in the eastern deserts. However,
my business was with Felix, alias Fran-
cis, so I made no comment on the care-
taker's remark. £

“*Pray take up my card to Mr. Briar-
field,”" I gaid. I want to see him at
once. "

“I can’t take it up now," said the
caretaker civilly. ‘‘Mr. Briarfield is
engaged and gave particular orders that
he was not to be disturbed. "’

‘‘Ah, bunt doubtless he is engaged
with a friend of mine,”’ I hinted am-
biguously.

*‘Is the lady a friend of yours, sir?”’

A lady! My thoughts at once revert-
ed to Rose Strent, but then the chances
were that it might be Olivia

““Yes. Miss Bellin.”’

*‘That’s the young lady, sir, to whom
Mr. Briarfield is engaged?'’ asked the
caretaker, who was a confirmed gossip.

(‘Yes- 1M

It is not her, sir. I know her well
by sight, as ehe has been here with Mrs.
Bellin. It’s another lady. "’ i

My surmise was right, and I felt con-
fident that while I stood there Felix
was having an interview with his ac-
complice. I conld not disturb them, yet
wished to assure myself of the identity
of Rose Strent. When I found ont all
about her, there might be a possibility
of solving the mystery.

‘“Well, no matter,”" T answered care-
lessly, stuffing the card back into my
case. “‘I'll see Mr. Briarfield another
time, "’

““Will you leave your name, sir?"’

““No, it doesn’t matter. I'll eall
about 9 on the chance of finding him
m_ "

Having thus baffled tho inquiries of
the caretaker, I strolled into the street,
and taking up my station at the corner
kept my eyes on the door. If Rose
Btrent was with Felix, she must cer-
tainly come out in a short time. Then
I intended to follow her np and speak
to her if I got a chance. Failing Briar-
fleld, I might possibly extort a confes-
gion from the v. eaker veasel.

In about a quarter of an hour the
woman came out. She wore no veil,
and as it was still fairly light I had no
difficuity in seeing her face. She passed
hurriedly by me in the direction of the
Haymarket without observing me, and
I recognized her at a glance. [t was, as
I thought, Rose Strent and none other.
In place of the waiting maid’s linen
dress, she was arrayed in a smart tailor
made costume and looked very fashion-
able indeed. Her face wore a trium-.
phant expression, as though she had
been successful with Felix. I guessed
the interview had been for the purpose
of extorting blackmail. With her knowl-
edgoe of his secret Felix was certainly
at her mercy.

Following her up at some little dis-
tance,.che went down the Haymarket
and turned down onec of theside strects,
tarned off there into a dixty alley and

It was Rose Strent and none other,

finally disappearcd into a swing door
over which was a lmp iuseribed with
some etters. I looked up and saw writ-
ten thereon, *‘Stage door."’

“*An actress,”’ said I and went round
to the front of the theater to inspect the
play bill. It was the Frivality theater,
and they were playing the burlesque of
““As You Don't Like It."" Glancing
down the list of characters, I saw that
Orlando was played by Miss Rose Ger-
non.
“A leading lady,”” I thought, trans-
fixed with astonishment. ‘‘A burlesque
actress doubtless, in the receipt of a
good salary. What in heaven’s name
tock her to the Fen inn?"’

This question I was of course unable
to answer, but I gnessed it had “some-
thing to do with love and Felix Briar-
field. Leaving the matter alone for a
few moments, I secured a stall and en-
tered the theater. When Orlando came
on, I was thoroughly satisfled. Rose
Btrent was Rose Gernon, and I had seen
her play the part of waiting maid at
the Fen inn on the 10th of June, that
fatal vicht of the murder.

Bucklen's Arnica Salve.

The best salve in the world for cuts, bruises,
fores, Uleers, Balt Rheum, Fever SBores, Tetter,
Ctapped Hands, Chilblains, Corns, and all
Skin Eruptions, and positively cures Piles or

Consumption in Cattle,
Biblical Recorder.

Only one herd of cattle in North Caro-
lina has been tested for tuberculosis;
and that was o infected that the entire
herd was killed. Experts say that it is
hardly iikely that there is a hérd in the
State which is not infected. Tobercu-
losis is consumption; consumption is
the deadliest of diseases. It is infect-
ious. Consequently the scientists know
not what to do but to speedily kill and
bury all cattle that are found to have
consumption. The milk of a consump-
tive cow may contain the tubercles of
consumption, and 1t may not; -it de-
pends upon what part of the aaimal’s
syslem is affected. When it does con-
tain these tubercles it is good poison.
The flesh of caule infected with con-
sumption is liable to contain these
germs. But neither the flesh—that is
the musculsr tissue—nor the milk is so
liable as the lungs, glands, liver and
other organs. Nevertheless, the fact
that the muscular tissue may be infect-
ed is sufficient to- warn us to have it
cooked thorougily, and to work for a
system of 1nspection. We saw two cat-
tle slaughtered recently. One seldom
gees handsomer animals; they were the
picture of health; butchers were anxi-
ous to buy them. A post-mortem ex-
amination showed clearly that they
were thoroughly infected with consump-
tion. You can't tell unless you cut
open the glande, the lunes, etc: This
you can’t do when you buy meat.
And the likelihood is that half the cat-
tle that are slaughtered for market have
consumption. There is but one way
out, and that is public inspection. We
must come to this, and the sooner the
better. All dairy-farms should be test-
ed; all cattle for market ought to be
slaughted at one place, and there ought
to be a public inspector to pass the
meat before it is ,prepared for sale.
Meanwhile no one ought for any reason
try to raise babies on cow’s milk; there
is the constant danger of consumption
of the bowels; and no one ought to eat
rare steak.

Cold Blooded Vindictiveness,
Wilmington Messenger.

Probably in cold blooded vindictive-
ness and deep-seated savagery there has
been nothiog to equal in North Carolina
experience the gubernatorial bully in
his attacks upon Col.- A. B. Andrews.
There are pertinacity and malignity in
the Tear's persecution that are a full
rival of the Comanche pursuing the
trail of eome white man who never in-
jured a hair of his head or robbed him
of apy natural right or privilege of the
Red Man. Russell is verily and strictly
sui generis. He totes around enough
venom to supply a camp of Sioux.

Thousauds of Sheep Frozen,

CHEYESNE, Wyo., Feb. 2.—Thou-
sands of sheep are reported to have per-
ished from cold and starvation in wes-
tern Wyoming. The cold has been in-
tense for 60 days and old-timers say
that it is the hardest winter they have
seen for the past 19 years. Carbon
county has 500,000 sheep and stock
masters there fear the loss will amount
to 25 per cent. Losses among cattle
will not be go heavy, as owners had
been preparing for several years to feed
their stock during the severe weather.

A Check on Matrimony. =

CoLumBus, Onio, Feb. 3.—Represen-
tative Charles W. Parker, of Cuyahoga
county, introduced in the Legislature
to-day a bill requiring all persons apply-
ing for license to"marry to pass medical
examinations.  Persons baving any
form of insanity, hereditary tuberculoeis
or other dangerous disease are barred
from marriage by the bill. An exami-
nation board of three physicians in
each county will be created by the bill
if it becomes a law. The measure was
referred to a committee.

From everywhere come words of praise
for Chamberlain's Cough Remedy. “Al-
low me to congratulate yon on the mer-
its of your Remedy. It cured me of
chronic bronehitis when the doctor counld
do nothing for me.”—CrAs. F. HeEMEL,
Toledo, O. For sale by M. L. Marsh,
and Co.

The Murmons are very active in-their
missiohary work. [he tetal number in
the so-called church is 259,000. There
are 15,000 missionaries who go out
without money or pay into all parts of
the country. '

It isn’'t much trouble
for a really healthy man

: to humored.
Jollity and exhuberant health are a pro-
verbial combination. The hearty man who
is always laughing doesn’t have any trouble
with his digestion. It has been said that
laughing makes people healthy. The tmth
is that health makes people laugh.

It is impossible to estimate the tre.
mendous influence of health upon human
character. A man with a headache will
not be in a happy, contented frume of
mind. A man who suffers from a weak
stomach and an impaired digestion will sit
and grumble throogh the best meal ever
prepared. A bilious man who is not a
gure, is deserving of a place in a museum.
A nervous man who 1s not petulent and
fault-finding is a curiosity. 1 these con-
ditions lead to grave diseases, when the
victim becomes not only disagreeable, but
dependent as well. A wise wife will real-
ize that while the old saying that a “*man’s
heart is in his stomach,” is not literally
true, it is a fact thal his stomach sweetens
or sours his character according as it is
healthy or nnhealthy, Dr. Pierce’s Golden
Medical Discovery is the best of medicines
for the conditionis~@escribed. It makes
the weak stomach strong, the impaired
digestion perfect, invigorates the liver,
purifies and enriches the blood and tones
the nerves. It tears down half-dead, inert
tissues and replaces them with the firm
muscular tissues of health., Tt builds new
and healthy nerve fibres and brain cells.
It dissipates nervousness and melancholy
and imparts mental elasticity and con ;
It is the best of all known medicines for
nervous disorders,

‘Thm:gh your skiliful treatment I am once
moTe & 1 man,” writes J. N. Arnold, Esq., of
Gandy, Logan Co.. Nebr. ™1 suffered for years
and could not find relief untili I commenced
taking your ‘' Golden Medical Discovery.' 1 suf-
fered with constipation and torpicity of liver

ro pay required. It is guaranteed to give
perfect satisfaction or money refanded. Price

a5 cent2 & box. For sale by P. B. Fetzer.

which resulted in irritation of the ... late and
infammation of the bladder. 1 h.llli' only taken
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PROFESSIONAL CARDS, \

IS .

L MONTGOMERY, M. D

DAL LILLY ® MOMTGOMERY,

offer their professional services $o the
citizens of Concord and yicinity. All
calls promptly attended day or night.
Office and residence on KEast Depol
reet, opposite Presbyterian ehursh.

W. H. LILLY, M. D.

DR. W.C. HOUSTON

Surgeon - AR Dentist,

CONCORD, ¥. C.

Ig'p_repnred to do all kinds of Denta
work in the most approved manner.
Office over Johnson’s Drug Store.

W J. MONTGOMERY. J. LER OROWEL

MONTGOMERY & CROWELL,
Attorneys and Counselors-at-Law

CONCORD, N, 0.

As paitners, will ractice lawin Cabar
rus, ly and adjoining counties,
the Superior and Supreme Couris of the
Btate and in the Federal Courts, Office
on Depot Street

Parties desiring to lend money can
leave it with us or place it in Conoord
National, Bank for us, and we will lend
it on good real estate security free o
charge to the depositor,

_We mak> thorough exawination of
tl*.lt.le to lands offered as security for
oans, :

Mortgages foreclosed without éxpenss
to owners of same,

D. G. CALDWELL, M. D. M. L. STEVIENS M. @)

DRS. GALDWELL & STEVENS,

Office in former Po%tomce Bullding lon Main
Telephone No. 87.

DR. H. C. HERRING,

=

is again at his o0ld place over Yorkels Jewelry
Btore, i i

DENTIST,

CONCORD NW. O

L. T. HARTSELL,
Attorney-at-Law, |

CONCORD, NORTH ou?um&

Prompt attenvion given to.!all busi-
ness. flice in Morris building oppo
site courthouse. :

THE

Concord National Bank.

With the. latest approved form of
books, and eyery facilily, for handling
accounts, offers a o .

FIRST # CLASS % SERVICE

to the publie,

Capital, - - - $50,000
Profit, . - - 22,000
Individual responsi-
bility of share- ' -
holders, 50,000

Keep your acconnt with . ;Interaa
paid as sgreed. Liberal actemmada
tion t5 all our customers. ¥

D. 5. COLTRANE, nahe
. B. 5 i er
May 27,97, [Pt

~ BLUME & BRO,
Machine Works,

CONCORD, N. C.-,

General Machinists = -
and Machine Dealers.

We do heavy machine work; alo engine
and boiler work especially. Plpe cutting and
threading done to 10 inches inclusivi. kll or-
ders have our prompt and careful attention,
and prices as low as consistent with first-class
workmanship and materials. When in need
of anything in our line give us a call,

Office and works, Corbin St.

‘W'ANTE D—TRUSTWORTHY AND AC

tive gentiemen or ladies totravel for
responsible, established house in Concord.
Monthly #5,00and expenses. Position steady.
Reference. Enciose self addr stam ped
envelope. The Dominion Company, Dept, R
Chicago. Fi

Wood Notide,.

On and after February Ist, 1808, the price of
wood will be £1.50 per cord l;gaﬁ'ﬂb as usual,
ob FG. CO.

Jan., 20 —4w,

SAVE MONEY and
Sell or Exchange Your Wood

and Buy Smith Coal from
K.L.Craven, Concord,N.C.

Jan.27—38m |

'CASTORIA

For Infants and Childsen.
’u’.’i‘ﬁ' ¥ iscon
HEZ Tz

WANTED—Tmsmorthy and active
gentlemen or ladies to travel for
responsible, established housein Cabar-
rus county. Monthly $65 and expenses.
Position . steady. Reference. | Enclose
self-addressed stamped envelope. The

one bottle when I found great relief. The medi-
cine has effected a permanent cure."*

- - - -

Dominion Co., Dept. W., Chicago. ‘
Nov.18—8w




